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“DRESSED TO KILL

hen you mention the name Tommy Hilfiger, the
country’s hottest menswear designer, many famous
customers come to mind. You think of Bill Clinton,

Air Fund, a New York-based children’s charity, as well as mak-
ing very generous donations to fight AIDS and multiple sclero-
sis. And he is a most patriotic philanthropist, at that. The cloth-

for instance, and Hugh Grant, and, if you should
happen to live in Baltimore, you think

of Phillip Eugene Moore. A 14-year-old

black kid, whose home is in one of

Baltimore’s riskier neighborhoods,

Phillip’s admiration for Hilfiger came to

light a few months ago after Moore was

accused of a vicious rape. The charge

was dropped after DNA tests failed to

link him to the crime, but by then his
mother, understandably distraught, had

begun to search for clues to what she

called his frame of mind. Ever since his

older brother was shot to death, she

explained, - Phillip: had ‘been skipping -
school and getting into fights. But what
really startled her was a collage he had
sketched. Prominently featured in it
were knives, snakes, and insignia repre-
senting Hilfiger and a rap group, Wu-
Tang Clan, one of whose stalwarts, Chef
Raekwon, chants about the designer in a

1995 hit, “Criminology.” In her son’s base-
ment bedroom, a row of Hilfiger shirts hung
neatly from a ceiling pipe.

- Inthe best of all possibie worlds, you
might theorize that Phillip idolized Hllflger
as a role model, an example of bootstrap cap-
italism at its finest. A self-made millionaire, the-design-
er does speak thoughtfully in media interviews about how he
likes “to give something back,” chairing benefits for the Fresh

INSID

Phillip Moore.

D1rJA Voo-Doo

By K.L. Billingsley

¢ ¢ God put me down to be the

cocaine man,” Ricky Ross,

heavyweight champ of the south-
ern California drug trade, liked to brag. But on
November 19 in San Diego, “Freeway” Ricky,
as he was known in cocaine circles, the 36-
year-old coke kingpin with two prior drug con-
victions, was sentenced to life in prison. This
should have been the beginning of the end for
the man who had been such a plague to public:
safety that the Los Angeles police had set up a
Freeway Rick Task Force in 1987. But it was
actually only the end of the beginning, for
even as Ross headed toward his life sentence,
he was becoming part of a story that was far
bigger than even his lucrative drug career. He
had become a “patsy” in a conspiracy theory

ing for which he is best-known in mainstream America is prep-

py gear, modeled in one recent series of
ads by fresh-faced young people who
frolic amid Old Glory themes that would
do justice to a Young Republicans con-
vention. Phillip Moore, however, says
that the collage on his bedroom wall
reflects his familiarity with a different
strand of the Hilfiger sales pitch: the
“urban homeboy” look that has helped
transform the designer’s publicly traded
company into one of the meteoric suc-
cesses of Wall Street.

“Xlommy Hllflger was,inspired to create

“The Look,” the essence of which
consists of outsized shirts worn over
pants slopped down to the thighs, after
noticing black and Hispanic youths strut-
ting the street with their skivvies showing. This

style, sometimes referred to as “felony chic,”

was supposedly pioneered by jail inmates who

are prohibited belts. Credit for devising the
marketing gimmick that has made Hilfiger’s
clothes an integral part of The Look among those
of the alienated masses who aren’t in jail (so far,
anyway) belongs wholly to the designer himself.
Nicknamed “hip-hop’s favorite haberdasher,” Hilfiger
has cultivated the patronage of rappers who, as he so percep-
tively puts it, are “like gods” to inner-city teens—teens like

Continued on page 8

THE MERCURY NEws DREDGES UP THE CHRISTICS

which holds that the U.S. government, work-
ing through the shadowy efforts of the CIA,
had spread crack cocaine, the drug world’s
equivalent of fast food, throughout America’s
black community as part of an effort to fund

Contra rebels in Nicaragua during the 1980s.
The notion that government officials are
responsible for the drug plague in the inner cities has
previously been a murmur, but now it has become a
roar. Rep. Maxine Waters, head of the Congressional
Black Caucus, is one leading partisan. Another is her
running mate, Rep. Juanita Millender-McDonald, who
criticized Ross's sentence as too severe and dragged
CIA-boss John Deutch to a raucous inquisition in
Watts, where enraged activists bombarded the embat-
tled official with abuse, a preview of a similar episode
which was played out during a November 26 Senate
Intelligence Commlttee hearing, when activists lnter-

Continued on page»’” g
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ITS A WAR!

In their otherwise perceptive essay “It a ?War, -

Stupid!” in the November issue, Peter Collier and
David Horowitz overlook one vital battle sector:
immigration, One reason why those on the Left still
feel that the future belongs to them, despite the

recent collapse of communism, is that the United

States is in the midst of the process of “dissolving the
people, and electing another one™ as the German
Stalinist Bertolt Brecht put it in a somewhat differ-
ent context. And the new people are decidedly more
favorably disposed to an. anti-individualistic, anti-

American agenda than the existing American popu- -

lation. Eleanor Smeal may thus be correct in claim-
ing that the Left’s defeat on the California racial
preference initiative was “only round one.” After all,
the new pecople—Hispanics, and even Asians—
voted against Proposition 209 by large majorities—
70% to 30% in the case of the Chicanos. What rea-
son is there to think that these figures will change
once the new groups approach majority status, first
in California, then in the nation. How is California’s
population likely to vote on anti-white racial prefer-
ences twenty-five years from now? :

Collier and Horowitz’s readiness to over-
look the immigration issue may be what keeps them
from giving Pat Buchanan his due. He was after all
the only Republican active in the primaries who
talked about reforming legal immigration at all;
that’s one reason he drew support from

a. parody than Welzners But it’s true! And it pro-
“vides still more support for the proposition you two
are arguing. The frightening thing about the armed

forces is that for years now any officer who down-

grades the performance of a female risks his career.

The result is that the feminists point to the-accumu-

lated satisfactory grades as evidence of good military

performance of women in combat and combat-sup-
port assignments.

Keep up the great work! )
Ward Reed
St Johnsbury, VT

: “It's a ‘War, Stupid!” finally exposes the
nature of the ehemy of the Right, and excoriates the
Right and especially the Republican Party for failing
to mount a suitable counterattack. Missing, however,
is a diagnosis of the cause of the Right’s failure, -

" The Right has not found a venue for organ-
izing the counterattack. We have no institution with
the reach, and the moral courage, to mobilize the
tens of millions of people who feel as we do. We have

no courageous and dynamic leader. We don* (and .
~won't) control the media or academic establish-.
_ments.

The Repubhcan Party, as constituted, is not

up to the job. We must purge our internal enemies—
‘the moderates in power, and the fossils and bureau-
crats in the party machmery The moderates often’
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that something is very wrong, but don’t understand

it. Their existence is evidenced by the rise of the reli-

gious Right, the amazing popularity of Rush

Limbaugh, the political appeal of the populist mes-

sages of Pat Buchanan and Ross Perot, and the gen-
eral political dysphoria across the land.

Let the counterattack begin!
John Moore
Paradise Valley, AZ

Bravo for your article describing the
appeasement of our conservative political “leaders”
toward the Left. They do not fundamentally under-
stand that we are in a war to determine the future of
Western and particularly American Civilization. In
such a war we must fight in every possible way: block
leftist judicial appointments, repeal or judicially
stymle left-wing laws and programs, defund the left-
wing “bureaucracy-interest group compiex,” attack
the press for its left-wing bias and aid those journal-
ists who are not biased, confidently advance a pro-
freedom agenda including significant tax-cuts, and
impeach and convict Bill Clinton. The word “cor-
rupt” should be attached to left-wing politicians so
often that it becomes synonymous with “liberal.”
Finally, the ultimate counter to a Neville
Chamberlain-like appeasement of the Left is obvi-
ous. We need a consistent dedication to the princi-
ples. underlymg Western Civilization and the tenaci-

ty to stand up and say, “We shall

conservatives who were otherwise quite
uneasy with other aspects of his program
and rhetoric. (Though of course to
deride Buchanan as “taking potshots at
black helicopters” is akin to-depicting

fight in the courts, we shall fight in
the House and Senate, we shall fight
with growing confidence and grow-
ing strength on the airwaves, we
“shall defend our civilization, whatev-

David Duke as a key supporter of

er the cost may be, we shall fight in

Proposition 209.)

The demographic transforma-
tion of this country through mass Third
World immigration is a veritable deus ex
machina for the Left, thiough which they
hope to snatch victory from the jaws of
an epochal defeat. [ think Heterodoxy is
mistaken for allowing them t0 get away b |
with it.

Scott McConnell
New York, NY

I just received the November
issue of Heterodoxy and read your mag-
nificent essay, “Its A War, Stupid!”
Frankly, it is the finest piece of writing I
have ever encountered. I think the whole
thing was summed up in your report of
Eleanor Smeal’s reaction to the victory at
the polls of Proposition 209: *. . . they recorded her

confident dismissal of the'outcome as ‘only round -

one’ in the larger war, as she and her- 'supporters
vowed never to accept the voters’ decisron Tt saysit

all: The Left wins a victory, e.g., Roe v. Wade, and its

a-settled issue. The Right (going to the voters, not
the courts) passes a constltutronal amendment and
it’s only round one.

I think you have made the case perfectly.
The only battle that truly counts is the last. And it’s
pretty tough to fight the “last battle” if the Right is
unaware of the fact that it’s in a war. I only hope that
you will be able to widely disseminate this essay.’

Finally, a niggle with Heterodoxy. If Judith
Schumann Weizner’s parodies didn't always appear
on the back page, I wouldn™ necessarily know which
articles are factual and which are parody. For evi-
dence, I ask you to compare her latest effort with K.
L. Billingsleys “The Question of Pilot B.” Weighed

and mayébe edxte;:l ma
Please include yg,aur adﬁdres§ and telepf"f o1

for’ length gra

e
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the bureaucracy, we shall fight in the
_statehouses, we shall fight in the
schools and in the churches, we shall
fight at the grassroots; we shall never
surrender.” And then, no less than in
. {1 Churchill’s time, we need to act to
2% h push forward to victory. .
P o © Ed Powell

Fairfax, VA

_ Your article “It's a War,
Stupid!” put into words all the things
{and many new ones) which I had
formulated for myself about the real
undercurrent of the last election.

. I ‘have supported the
Republican Party for years; they
sent me my dues notice last week for

. S I

vote our way, but it is with shallow cdniiietibﬁmthey

-gannot be trusted and they will run at the first round
of unfriendly fire. The bureaucrats in the party -

machlnery are in it for petty power or job security,
and maybe a bit of glory. They will naturally counsel

“the easy course, the one least likely to be attacked by

the media: the quiet road to oblivion. The fossils run
much of the field organization and are too often
motivated by being the biggest frog in a shrmkmg
pond. These people have to go.

We must have leaders willing to take the
heat from the leftist press and give it back in kind.
Ronald Reagan was unique in this regard. Without
him, we must hope that another will rise in his place,
and do our best to make it so. Whoever it is must not
only be courageous in his convictions, but he must
recognize that this is a war of many fronts. A tax cut;
is aminor battle, not amajor campaign in a great war!

We will lose this war unless we can organize

: ’97 membership-and I threw it into
the wastebasket I am no longer going to belong to a
group of self-made losers. The Democrats outfoxed

_them all the way. How could they even understand
~ the subtle and far more potent force of the LEFT in

its subversion of the Liberal.

. This is the most powerful explanation I
have ever run across. And unlike some articles in
Reason and the Chronicles, it was masterfully doné
as an essay. I was beginning to think everything I had
learned in advanced writing in college had been
abandoned. Few writers today say exact]y what they
want to say, no more, no less, .

1find Heterodoxy being referred to in mag—
azines 1 get. One referred to you with a word I for-

get, but I think “sophisticated” would be an accept-_

able synonym.
In a way I feel sorry for Collier & Horowitz.
It’s going to be hard to trump this article!
Haro[d H. Roelike D.D.S.

on a scale, Billingsley’ article appears to be more of those across the country who know-in their hearts Melrose, MN
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* REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM

OB/GUN: Last May, as her daughters played in
another room, 28-year-old Ontario .resident
Brenda Drummond tried to induce a miscarriage
by usin:g a rifle to fire a pellet into her vagina.
When she gave birth alone in her bathroom two
days later, the pellet was lodged in the infant’s
brain. Emergency surgery saved the baby’s life,
and doctors say he has suffered “no serious per-
manent damage.” The infant, named Johnathan, is
now at home with his father and older sisters.
Drummeond is currently being tried for attempted
murder. As described in the

as part of an early éhurch'rite. that has since been

lost, but did not cite chapter and verse to prove

this assertion, = B

ASIAN HATER: Asian students comprise nearly
half of the 16,000 students at the University of
California at Irvine, and that bothers some peo-
ple. In particular, it bothered Richard Machado, a

Latino dismissed from the campus-last spring for .

reasons the school will not disclose, who nonethe-
less' showed up for the fall semester long enocugh

reports that a local school board member called
for a ban. on what he says is.a racist curriculum

that teaches children that winged black Egyptians

were.able to fly around the pyramids until white
people destroyed them. Leon Todd denounced the
curriculum as “racist pseudo-science” and says it
had only widened the achievement gap between
poor black children and middle-class youngsters.
“I am concerned about the fact that we are run-
ning a dual school system once again,” said Todd,
who is black. “One system for poor blacks and

another for middle-class chil-

Toronto Star, the case raises
some interesting questions. In
Canada, as in the United
States, abortion is legal until -

LUNA BEACH By .Carl Moore

dren.” The school board will
take up Todd’s resolution to
_get the curriculum banned at

the moment of birth (and in

tion, during bifth). However,
Canadian law considers it mur- . |

infant dies as the result of
injuries inflicted in the womb.
Thus, there were three possi-
bilities in this case: 1) If the
surgery to remove the pellei
from Johnathan’s brain had .
been unsuccessful and he had
died, Drummond would have
been charged with murder; 2)
If the baby survived the wound
(as he fortunately did), the
charge would have been
attempted murder; 3) If the
gunshot had killed Johnathan

HE'S A RIGHT-WING
CNUT! A LIAR! A
REDNECK SCUMBAG

!

e

while he was still in the womb
it would have been perfectly
legal. S

HAND DANCES AND
GODDESS WORSHIP: The
first Re-Imagining Conference
in 1993 was sponsored by
mainline Protestant churches .
and officially designated the
annual theological workshop
for the Women’s Division of
the United Methodist Church.
At that gathering, feminist the-
ologians attacked the atone-
ment of Christ and presented
eucharistic milk-and-honey
offerings to the goddess
Sophia. The idea caught on
and the Re-Imagining Confer-
ences became annual events.
This past November, the fourth
Re-Imagining Conference in |

IF THE CLINTONS HAVE
NOTHING T0 HIDE, WHY

NOT” CALMILY AND

QUETLY REFUTE

HiM WHEN HE

GOES PUBLIC?

MR, CARVILLE, WY |
TRY 70 PISCREDIT KEN |
STARR BEFORE HE
o MAKES H/S
CASE?

_ two black’ immersion schools
where more than 1,100 pupils
arec enrolled. -

. Todd said, “Afrocen-
trism mythologizes and falsi-

_ fies the past and provides inac-
curate information about the
-treatment of blacks in the
ancient Mediterranean world.”
But principals at . Martin
Luther King Jr. Elementary

~-School and Malcolm X
Academy disagreed. “Teaching
children about their culture,
history, and heritage does
make ‘a difference,” said
Josephine Mosley, principal at
Martin Luther King. “We do
look at telling the whole truth
about history and inserting
facts that were left out, and
telling our children that they

SCUMBAG !

BECAUSE HES A |
 RIGHT-WING MUT'A
LIAR! A REDNECK |

47

are the descendants of queens
cand - kings.” Malcolm X
Academy’s Ken Holt denied
inventing material: “We just
researched and presented the
truth.” Todd, who holds an
undergraduate degree in Latin
and Greek and two Master’s
degrees, said Milwaukee stu-
dents have been taught that
ancient black Egyptians levi-
tated and even flew uatil the
white man came to Africa and
destroyed them. Todd’s resolu-
tion says: “Afrocentrism is a
racist, ultra-conservative,
nationalist pseudo-science . ...
The experience  of modern
society needs to be pluralistic,
not Afrocentric nor Eurocen-
tric.” The most detailed cur-

riculum for Afrocentrism is

Minneapolis showed how the
pantheon of female deities has
grown. There was a “Goddess Wall” featuring 33
of them, including such worthies as Ochun, an
Afrocentric pan-erotic goddess; Gaias children;
the Babylonian Ishtar; the redoubtable Lilith; and
the multi-breasted Diana of Ephesus. In addition
to an expanded menu for worship, as part of an
activity called “holy play” women were given a

strip- of 2 sheet to draw on. “We make love -

between the sheets,” read the instructions, “we
arc conceived between the sheets, sheets were
used before sanitary pads.” Participants were to
untie their sheets “as erotically as possible,” as
preparation for the “Milk and Honey Ritual”

which celebratéd “the milk of our breasts ... nec-

tar between our thighs . .. the honey of wisdom in
our mouths . . . let your milk and honey flow.”
God, it was explained, could be sought through
the experiencing of “pan-erotic™ love, which
everyone is born with but which society takes
away as part of placing us all in sexual straight
jackets. As part of the recovery of this truncated
eros, middle-aged women at the conference shed
their inhibitions with “hand dances” in which they
shouted phrases such as “throbbing clitoris.”
Methodist clergywoman Heather Murray Elkins,
an Assistant Professor of Worship and Liturgical

Studies at Drew University, defended the rituals -

to send 60 computer messages informing Asian
students that they were responsible for all crimes
on campus and that he would “hunt down and
kill” them. He signed the messages “Asian hater.”
As observers of the campus scene know full well,
if a white College Republican threatened to hunt
down and kill blacks, Asians, or Chicanos, UC
Irvine’s administrators -would have- called in a
SWAT team. But this offender was part of a pro-
tected class on campus, so they tried to reason
with him and even brought in the ‘campus
ombudsman. But away from the PC precincts of
the campus, an admission of being an Asian-hater
was taken somewhat more seriously. Orange
County  human-rights officials  declared

Machado’s act ‘a hate crime and U.S. Attorney

Michael Genneco charged him with 10 counts of
civil-rights violations for threatening bodily harm

based on race. On Nov. 25 Machado failed to

appear for his arraigninent. He blew town in a car
stolen from his roommate, who also happened to
be the recipient of one of the death threats. No
word how Janet Reno’s office will handle the
case. ' o S

WINGED BLACK EGYPTIANS: In a story
datelined _Milwaukee, the Associated. Press

found ‘in the so-called
“African-American Baseline Essays” published
by the Portland School District. The science mod-
ule of this curriculum has come under fire for sug-
gesting that the (black) Egyptians “developed the
theory of evolution (thousands of years before
Darwin), understood gquanium mechanics, arid
flew around for business and pleasure in full-size
gliders,” in the words of American Federation of

- Teachers President At Shanker.

STATUE OF IMPLICATIONS: An outdoor dis-
play by the Penn State art department included a
statue of the Virgin Mary resting within what
appeared to be a grotto setting but which was
actually female genitalia complete with sirround-
ing pubic hair and emanating blood. When a
priest from the Catholic campus ministry com-
plained about this kitsch he was told that the
work was intended to bring attention to

“oppressed women in the church.” The “artist”

proved unable to explain what the placing a stat-
ue of Mary in this venue had to do with the

" oppression of women. While giving its blessing to

what femninists celebrate as vaginal art, Penn State
discourages nativity scenes as being-con-

! _ ; - S
trary to the spirit of multlculturahsm.‘ﬁ

Happy Holidays. i
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~ The Long Goodbye of Alger Hiss

By J ohn Haynes

he re:cent_'deéth of Alge-r..Hiss is a

reminder that while the Cold War -

is over in fact; it is still being fought
in the world of memory and history, and
the outcome is undecided. ABC televi-
sion, for example, reported-Hiss’s death in
a manner implying that this onetime New

Deal lawyer and high-ranking diplomat .

“had been imprisoned on false charges of
being a Soviet spy. Peter Jennings closed
the segment with the statement that Boris
Yeltsin himself had ordered the Sov1et

‘archives searched and no evidence of
Hiss’s- guilt had been found. NBC also

suggested Hiss’s innocence, but.its impli-

cation was more restrained and attributed

‘his vindication to a search of the Soviet

archives. by Russian hlstorlan D1m1tr1'

Volkogonov.

That two of the
nation’s major news
sources should - present -
Alger Hiss as an inno-
cent' victim of anti-
Communist paranoia
was scandalous, bul not
unexpected. Unfortu-
nately, a very large seg-
ment of those who set
the tone of informed
opinion continue to be AR
unable to come to grips .
with the truth of- the
Hiss..case, just as their.
predecessors were un-
able to see it clearly a
halfl century ago.

Let us first dis:
pose of the alleged
cxoneration by the
Soviet archives. ABC
mistakenly attributed
this to Yeltsin, It later -

retracted that statement’ and as NBC had attrlb—-

uted it {0 Volkogonov. I have met with General
Volkogonov and have great respect for him. In the
1980s his position as a senjor Soviet military histo-

rian did indeed give him .access to many closed’

archives. Indeed, what he found there undercut
his Communist faith, and he became a semi-dissi-

dent and sided with Yeltsin when the latter faced 1

down Communist hard-liners during the collapse
of the Soviet Union. . . - .

- Volkogonov’s biographies of Lenin,
Trotsky, and Stalin are significant contributions to
scholarship by any standard; in the Russian con-
text in which they were first published, they were
breathtakingly boid and will have a major salutary
influence on the writing of Russian history.
Voikogonov’s involvement with the Hiss case,
however, was a mistake, one which he came to
regret. Volkogonov had not written on ‘and never
claimed any expertise in American or espionage
history. In 1991, John Lowenthal, oné of Hiss’s
‘most fervent defenders, approached him and
asked, Volkogonowv explained later, as a “primari-

ly. humanitarian” act that he assist the 88-year-old -

Hiss, who “would like to die peacefully.” Six
weeks later Volkogonov signed a statement which
Lowenthal released. The statement read that
‘Volkogonov had searched the Russian archives
..and found no evidence of Hiss's guilt and, further,
. no documentation that Whittaker Chambers, his-
chief accuser, had any contact w11h Sov:et intelli-
gence, either. ‘

. The statemenl was given huge COVCrdgC
with the American media (although the process

that led to it was blacked out), making the front -

pages of many newspapers and being carried on

most television news programs as vindication for.

~ Hiss. In fact, Volkogonov had no idea how impor-

tant the -Hiss case was regarded in the U.S. and
when journalists pressed for.details, he realized:he
had walked into a historical controversy for which
he was unprepared. :He .quickly backed out, He
told reporters that: “I was not properly under-
stood” and that Lowenthal “pushed me to say

-things of which I was not fully convinced.”

Volkogonov explained- that he had asked -the
Foreign Intelligence Service for records on Hiss,

and it had provided some material, none of which

implicated Hiss or Chambers, Further, and this

.most clearly showed his unfamiliarity with the
Hiss case, Volkogonov said that he had not gotten

anything from the Russian military intelligence

agency and was not allowed to search the foreign -.
intelligence section of the archive of its Soviet pre-
decessor,the GRU: As serious students of the case’

know, Chambers and Hiss. wmked for. a..GRU

‘ esp1onage network;
. In short, Volkogonovs statement about .
- Hiss and-Chambers was worthless, and realizing
“that ‘he had stepped into -a- bramble bush of

examination of the. material established that
much of it was typed on a typcwmer Hiss kept at

- his home. .

Aﬂor mmally d(,nymg any knowledge of
Chambers, Hiss backed off as the evidence accu-
mulated, saying he had known him under a differ-
ent name, but only casually. But Chambers testi-

-fied at length about intimate details of Hiss's life,

details that were confirmed. To give but one exam-
ple, Chambers had testified that Hiss had given an
old auto to the. Communist party in the *30s.

Hiss testified that he had given it to
Chambers as part of a deal for Chambers subleas-
ing an apartment. But- investigators turned up
documentation that the car had passed directly
from Hiss to a used car dealer to a Communisi

pérty organizer through a sham sale.

- The .government indicted Hiss for per--
- ]ury (The statute of limitations had passed for an
_espionage charge, but the perjury indictment got

at-the same issue by charging Hiss with lying to

. the Grand Jury.) At the trial, the government

- introduced ample evi-

A Spy For All Seasons

American dornestlc polltlcs he w1thdrew from the
matter altogether Not surprisingly, those newspa- -

pers that had put the Volkogonov’s “vindication”

on the front page either buried the retraction deep
in-the paper or ignored it altogether, as did ABC

ancl_NBC in their coverage of Hiss’ death, |

t is well to remember, in these times of mum-
.bled apologetics about Hiss, just how strong the
case ‘against him was and is. Two former Soviet
spies,” Whittaker Chambers and Hede Massing,
provided direct testimony of Hiss having partici-
pated in Communist underground operations in
the 1930s. Julian Wadleigh and Vincent Reno,
government employees who Chambers had also
named as members of his spy ring, confessed.

Three photographers who worked for Chambers’

spy ring all confirmed that they had microfilmed
documents for Chambers. Elizabeth Bentley,
another defecting Soviet-spy, said that members
of her network knew of Hiss’s €spionage. Igor
Gouzenko, defecting Soviet code clerk at the

Soviet embassy in Canada, brought information -

that while not naming Hiss pointed at him:
But the chief accuser was Whittaker

Chambers, the man to whom Hiss will always be
joined in what Hiss supporters have made a Cold -

War cosmology.. of good subverted- by evil.

Chambers ‘also produced documents and ‘micro~
“film he had hidden when he had broken with the

Soviets. The documents were proof of Hiss’s espi-
onage: four pages-in Hiss’s handwrmng sixty-five

Lypewritien documents which were copies of con-
- fidentiai State Department ‘material. that had -

passed through. Hiss’s office, two microfilm reels
of confidential State Department documents,

‘many of Hiss’s initials and -office stamp on .them,
Later technical

and other sensitive material,

dence supporting
Chambers’ story and
shredding Hiss’s testi-
mony. Most damning of
all, however, remained

~the ~documents that
Chambers
duced. Hiss went to
prison in 1951.

Since that time,
evidence has continued
to accumulate support-

-ing Hiss’s guilt. In 1977,
Nadya . ‘Ulanovsky, a
Soviet intelligence
agent, defected from the
USSR and conlirmed
her role as a supervisor
of Chambers’ espionage
activities in 1934, In
1992, when Harvey
Kiehr and I went to
Russm to do research
in Sov1et archwes we found documents confirm-
ing Chambers’ testimony about the Communist
underground operating in. the 1930s; we even
found two stolen State Department letters. In
1993, Maria Schmidt; a Hungarian historian,
found in her country’s newly opened . archives
statements by another Soviet spy, Noel Field, that

"Hiss had been a fellow spy. Most recently, in the

Venona Papers, a release of decrypted World War

" II Soviet cable traffic by the U.S. code breakers, a

message turned up about agent “Ales.” Even
without the FBI-supplied footnote that this was
“probably Alger Hiss,” anyone familiar with the
Hiss case would have recognized Ales as Hiss
from information in the text. .
Over the years, a number of books and a
multitude of articles have appeared proclaiming
Hiss’s innocence. Most are polemics or, like the
statements Hiss made during his life, lawyerly
briefs for the defense taking issue with some nar-

row issue in the case and only presenting evi--

dence that serves the advocate. Several of the
exculpations of Hiss are conspiratorial fantasies.
Among the theories advanced are that the FBI
faked the evidence and coerced false testimony;
that there was ““forgery by typewriter” with .a
special typewriter constructed to duplicate Hiss’s

. famous: 'Woodstock, or, alternately, that Fiss’s
typewriter had been tampered with to make it
emulate. Chambers’

Chambers was a. KGB agent who framed Hiss. A
favorite theory among many Hiss defenders was
- that Chambers had a homosexual crush on Hiss

documents,. and that

and, when Hiss re]ected him, he faked the evi-
dence of espionage in revenge. :

None of these books and articles, how-
ever, presents’a.convincing or even plausible

narrative that disputes the mountain of evidence

had pro-
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" presented in the trials and various congressional-

_investigations.

ic world has been decidedly friendly to Alger
Hiss and, with even more fervor, hostile to

. Whittaker Chambers. In numerous historical
accounts and textbooks, the Hiss-Chambers case

is treated as an example of anti-Communist para- .

noia. ‘Many scholarly accounts suggest Hiss’s
innocence but are worded so as to avoid actually
taking responsibility for that position. Others are
rigidly agnostic and insist that the case is-a mys-
tery and the truth unknown, which is tantamount
to voting for innocence. : :
Despite the strong desire in the academic
world to have its cynical view of America’s para-
noia, nativism, and intolerance vindicated by an
innocent Hiss, the only comprehensive detailed
scholarly "study -that has appeared, Allen
Weinstein’s Perjury: The ‘Hiss-Chambers Case
(1978), takes the view that the evidence strongly
supports Hisss guilt. While Weinstein has been
repeatedly attacked for his book, the assaults are
notable more for their viciousness than for their
intellectual- force. The attacks on Weinstein’s
book, like those on the case in general, take on
some small narrow issue, claim that an error has

:_ Since thé late 1960s, the temper of the academ--

been found, and that,. thetefore, the entire book

weight as polemic but little as scholarship.

Weinstein’s book is subjected to constant .

sniping in academic publications, and many text-
books that cover. the Hiss-Chambers case are
written as if it did not exist. But there is no chai-
lenger, no alternative historical narrative "that
makes sense of the totality of the evidence.

This is not due to a lack of incentive. A

" comprehensive, detailed, coherent, and intelli-

gently argued- book of scholarly quality that
proved Hiss innocent would be greeted by much
of the historical profession with' wild applause,
academic prizes, and accolades galore. It would
also be assured of massive coverage by the popu-
lar media and would be a sure bet for a Pulitzer.
Over the last fifteen years the number of talented
young scholars, and some senior ones, who have
given thought-to writing an alternative to
Weinsteins Perjury has surely -been in the hun-
dreds. And yet it has not appeared and is not even

‘on the horizon. The reason is simple. It cannot be

written. The facts are too-many, the documents

_too convincing, and the evidence too heavy for

anyone to produce a coherent narrative that
accounts for the evidence and shows that Hiss was

-innocent. So, scholars do what they regard as the

next best ‘thing: look at the evidence and turn
should be disregarded. This technique has some -

away. E
Indeed, if one put most American histori-
ans up against a wall, most would admit through
clenched teeth that Hiss was guilty. But, of course,
one <can’t .put -scholars up against -a wall

Consequently; on the Hiss-Chambers affair, one is

left with weasel words and pretended agnosticism,
Many scholars are so addicted to a vision of
America in the 1945-t0-1960 period as a nightmar-

. ish era of witch-hunting McCarthyists who railroad

Innocent progressives into the gas chamber (the

" Rosenbergs) or into prison (Hiss) on framed-up

charges of espionage and smash the careers of
blameless civil servants with sneering “are you now
or have you every been” inquiries that they cannot

face the truth. To maintain this sinister and ugly -

portrait of America, Hiss must be innocent or-at
least his guilt must-be doubtful. Historical scholar-
ship, however, is only of value if it is a search for the
truth. Anything else is a fraud. That the truth of the

_Hiss-Chambers case is so painful to so many schol-
.ars is a symptom of the intellectual corruption that

v,

threatens the American academy today. "8,
| ,/,ﬁ

John Haynés is the author of Red Scare or
Red Menace: American Communism and Anti-
Communism in the Cold War Era.

ing by: Kurt Zivelonghi
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- Justice Denied: The Fate of Proposnton 209

night, my friends, we celebrate. In
our hearts we dance not in the dark-
ness but in the warm sunshine, to the
sweet music of equal treatment for ail and special

¢

L

privileges for none.” The speaker was Ward -

Connerly, University of - California-regent and
chairman of the Proposition 209-campaign, in the
Sacramento Marriott on the night of the election.
The polls had only been closed for a few hours,
but it was clear that the California Civil Rights
Initiative, the first major referendum on race and
gender preferences, was going to win by a large
margin. Californians, perhaps once again playing
their historic role as precursors of-a national
trend, had détermined that affirmative action was

an idea whose time had gone

But that sweet music of equality was soon
replaced by the discordant notes of legal rap. Early the next
morning the ACLU, along with NOW, the Northern
California NAACP, the AFL-CIO and other organizations
that had failed to defeat 209 in the election, filed a class
action lawsuit in the U.S. District Court in San Francisco
attempting to block the implementation of the new law.

There were other legal actions—=a suit fited by

three beneficiaries of affirmative action in contracting in the -
city of San Francisco and a suit by the conservative Pacific.
Lega! Foundation to enforce 209—but the action of the.

ACLU and the civil rights establishment—which dubbed
itself the “Coalition for Economic Equality™
stage, On the same day that it filed the suit, the Coalition

applied for pretiminary class action status, arguing that it

represented the interests alt women and:minorities in the

state, a.request that was granted by a black. DIS[TIC[ Judge-;'
‘named Thetton Henderson despite the fact that a ma]onty_

of women and significant percentages. “of Latmos and

African Americans voted for 209. In order to prevent the
“irreparable harm” that it claimed the ban on race and gen-.

der preferences would cause, the ACLU also requested a
temporary restraining order preventing Governor Pete
Wilson and Attorney General Dan L.ungren from mmple-
menting and enforcing Prop. 209.

This quick action paid off. On November 27, the
day before Thanksgiving, Judge Henderson granted the
TRQ. commenting in support of his deciston that there was
a “strong possibility” that he would eventually find Prop 209
unconstitutional. The courts “must look beyond the plain
language of an enactment,” he said in his nine-page ruling.
“The relevant question is whether, in reality, the burden

imposed by a law necessarily falls on minorities and

women.” A hearing was set for December 16, at which time
il seemed likely that Hendérson would grant a preliminary

injunction which would block enforcement of 209 until the

trial, which would also be in his courtroom.

How did this happen? How did Prop. 209 whose'

text reads like a Xeérox of the 1964 Civil Righis Act and
‘which won the support of a large majority of Californians
despite a vicious campaign by opponcms who attempted to

link it to the Ku Kiux Klan, arrive so quickly at the Jegal
brink? How did the ACLU’s twisted worldview, in Wthh.

colorblmdness is racism, and equal protection not only per:

mlts but requires unequal treatmem prevailsosoon?

elton Henderson wasn't supposed to e mvolved in [hej
matter al all. Coalition for Economic Equality v. Pete
Wilson, et af was originally assigned to Vaughn Walker, a -

district judge with moderate to conservative feanings. But

the ACLU realized that only a special kind of judge would

buy its questionable logic, and it saw an opening in the form

of a rule requiring that two different cases which ra:sed “the

" same questions of law” be heard by the same judge.
Henderson, a Carter- appomlee who according to the San

Francisco, Chronicle is considered “one of the most liberalr .

judges in the Northern District,” is currently pres:dmg over
2 reverse discrimination suit filed in 1995 involving San
Francisco's Women and Minority Business. Enterpnse
Ordinance (WMBE). The ACLU argued that since the

plaintiff i in that action (Spencer v. San Francisco) Imually ]

sought to end the preference program, the two cases were
: mextncably linked. As the chief judge of the U.S. District

Court in San Franc:lsco it was up to Henderson to decide”

whether the ca_ges were sufficiently related tojustify moving

—took center

By Cnst()pher Rapp

Ihe Coalmon s suit to h!S courtroom Not suprlsmgly, gwen
his background, he ruled that they were.

Supporters of Prop. 20¢ immediately charged the
ACLU with judge-shopping. They pointed out-that Spencer
deals with a. specific instance of alleged reverse discrimina-
tion; a white contractor is charging that his equal protection
rights were. violated by the. WMBE, which awards prefer-
ence to.female- and minority-owned businesses in city con-
tracting. The ACLU' lawsuit asks a very different, much
more general question about whether a general ban on such
preferences is constitutional. 1f Prop 209 was declared
unconstitutional, Spencer’s claim would stil stand-—the per-

missibility of a ban on race and gender preferences is quite-

apart from whether or not a particular preference program
itself violates the 14th Amendment. . :

- “The cases are. not. that closely related,” com-

ments UCLA professor of constitutional law Eugene

Volokh, who says the related case. rule s, “notorlously

mushy”. and prone to abuse. “In fact, T would say:that the .
only thing that is similar s that. they both have to do with -

issues of race and affirmative action.” Furthermore, other
observers note that clause b of Prop 209 expressly limits the
measure’s application to events occurring after November 5,
1996—making it irrelevant to Spencer’s year-old claim. -

_ - “In terms of procedure, I take my hat off to the
ACLU,” said Manuel S. Klausner, an attorney for

Californians Against Discrimination and Preferences
{CADAP), the group behind the 209 campaign and an
intervener in the case. “It was a very ciever tactic, and it was
nicely-executed on their part to get a judge who wouid be
sympathetic to them.” Klausner is similarly diplomatic
about Henderson's acceptance of the ACLU% cobbled-up
argument, He said that while most judges would. have
referred the case back to Judge Walker, “obviously
Henderson was interested in taking the case ... . It was an
aggressive use of the related case doctrine. I'm not sure it
was 2 bending [of the rule] so much as a stretching.”

- Indeed, it seems that Henderson wanted to. have-,i
the case as much as the ACLU and Company warited him -

to have it. During his Senate confirmation hearings in- 1980,
Henderson provided a list of organizations which he had

served as a board member, and sajd that he “would feel .
obliged to recuse for-a reasonable period of time” from any. ;
cases which involved them.. The- list included both the..
ACLU and Equal Rights Advocates,two major players-in-:
the suit against 209.-While it is arguable that sufficient time .
has passed for Henderson to begin accepting such cases, his -

éagerness in granting the ACLU’s wishes (both in taking on
the case and in his rulings since}-raises some interesting eth-

ical questions about judicial impartiality and- using the

bench asa prosthesxs for pohtlcal advocacy

In an bnef submntted to Judge Henderson the ACLU :
asserted that 209°s ban on race and gender preferences .
places a unique, unfair burden on- women and minorities, .
restricting their “access to-the levers of government” and

“cutting off their ability to seek assistance and protection
from the government on the same terms as éveryone
else”{emphasis added): In this view, the.initiative removed
race and gender preferences from the table, but not all kinds

of preferences. As the ACLU' Taylor Flynn explains, “209

makes it extremely difficult for women and people of cotor,

- forcing them to go,,through the process of amendmg the .

state constitution before they can get any sort of affirmative

action program, whereas. anyone else who wants to have -~ .~

J udge Thelton Henderson o

preferential programs—like veterans, children of atumni,
people with disabilities, whatever the group may be—only
has 10 go to the legislature.”

_ The pro- -209 side is quick o poke holes in this
argumen[ _pointing out that the Supreme Courl, the
Constitution; and civil rights legislation dictates that classifi-
cations based on race and gender should be held lo astricter
level of scrutiny than those based on ‘other criteria. As
Manuel- Klausner. explains, “There is-a long history in
American constifutional law which says that while the gov-
ermment . can make. certain kinds of classifications, racial
classifications are suspect. They are morally odious and the
government gets involved in a lot of mischief when it looks
at people’s skin color and determines whether they’re in or
they’re out, And gender preferences are given only a slight-
Iy tesser degree of scrutiny, for the same reasons.”

“The whole-point is that different kinds of dis-
crimination are different,” says Eugene Volokh. “Some are
much more pernicious, much more inappropriate than oth-
ers: We give benefits to veterans because they risked their
life for the country—that’s a Jot more relevant to someone’s
moral character than their race or their sex.” Volokh
believes that aniyone aware of America’s past should under-
stand the importance of this distinction: “Historically we
fave found that race and sex preferences are the source of
an immense amount of grief and danger to soc1ety in-a sense

that veteran preferences are not.” - :
' When reminded that every other group—

Armenians, Cambodians, Jews, Slavs, and East Timorese, for

-example, as well as white males—has been forbidden from

pursuing racial and gender preferences for years, ACLU
attorney Taylor Flynn dances with non sequiturs. After
decrying 209's “disproportionate impact,” she notes that the

measure bans race and gender preferences and that “froma

legal standpoint;.those classifications are given the highest

serutiny, which means-that, the. court has,to leok at 1t more -

carefully and more.suspiciously. than-it ordinarily woutd”
. In the ACLU’ reading of the Constitution, the

word “race” serves as-a code word meaning only blacks,

Hispanics, and other designated victim groups, and “gen-
der” is.a code for women. Thus, racial and gender equality
requires preferences for women and “people of color,” and
the Supreme Court’s strict scrutiny doctrine exists to ensure
that these preferences be awarded with dispatch (rather
than to guarantee equal treatment for everyone regardiess
of color and gender), ergo the colorblind provisions of 209
are discriminatory and unconstitutional. Clearly, this legal
reasoning owes far more to Lani Guanier and critical race
theory. than to Martin Luther ng and the Civil Rights
movement.

This view also leads to the ACLU' second major
charge against 209—tha it “stands as an insurmountable

~ obstacle” which makes it all but impossible for municipali-

ties and state government agencies to comply with the 14th
Amendment and federal civil rights statues, particularly the
1964 Civil Rights Act. But the egual protection clause of the
14th Amendment forbids the federal and state governments
from denying “to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.”. And Title VII of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act spelis this out further with regards to hiring:
.. ., Itshall be an-unlawful employmem practice for an
s employer
- 1)-to fail or refuse to hlre or . to otherw:se dis-
* criminate against any individual...or '
~+ 2).to limit, segregate, ot classify his employees-or
. applicants...in.any way which would deprive or
. tend to deprive any individual of employment
. opportunities or to otherwise adversely affect his
status as an employee because of such individual’s
_ race, color, religion; sex, or.national origin.

Given the ACLUS arguments, the operative pas-
sage of Proposition 209 is breathtaking in its similarity to
both the 14th Amendment and Title VIL: .

- () The state shall not-discriminate against, or
- grant preferential treatment to.any individual or -
group on the basic or race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
national origin in the operation of public employ-

ment, public education, or public contracting. .

Glynn Custred, a professor at. Yc- Hayward and
co—author of Proposition 209, is amazed at the ACLU’ con-
tention that it violates civil rights laws. “This. is: so

- Orwellian” he comments. “It’s like. callmg the anstry of

(23]

War ‘the Ministry of Peace.
UCLAs Eugene Volokh also prolests [he notion
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that preferences are necessary o fulfill the requirements of
civil rights legislation: “It’s always been completely clear
that you can comply with Title VII without discriminating—
and the way to do that, by not discriminating! You can iden-
tify bigoted managers and educate them or fire them, you
can change your hiring criteria to make sure they are more
objective and less likely to be influenced by prejudice, you
can publicize job openings more widely—there are lots of
things you can do.”

Furthermore, Prop. 209% clause h stipulates that
the ban would not apply in any cases where it was found to

be in conflict with federal law or the Constitution. Federa!

court orders demanding race- or genderconscious pro-
grams would also supersede 209. :

When all these facts are taken info account, the

ACLU% argument seems more like a political attack than

legal reasoning. And indeed, that may explain the ACLU’

- descent into social science and name-calling in the remainder

of the brief. In an thinly veiled attempt to impugn the motives

- of those who voted for 209, one passage of the ACLU brief,

cites research done by Donald Kinder, identified as a profes-
sor of political science and psychology at the University of
Michigan, which suggest that in general when white
Americans express disapproval of preference programs it is
an “expression, in large part, of racial resentment.” In fact,
claims Kinder, “Specifically as to affirmative action, racial
resentment is nearly the whole story for white opinion.” Why
should such dubious views be included in a legal brief? If it is
at all possible to know the motivations of those who support-
ed 209, what could they possibly have to do with the mea-
sure’s constitutionality? And what then of the thousands of
- blacks, Latinos, and Asians who voted for 2097
Nor was the inclusion of this sort of race-bailing
- argument innocuous or accidental. Rather, it reflects the
commitment of the ACLU to a view of America’s deep and
deeply conspiratorial racism. When reminded that Senator
Hubert Humphrey, one of the bills most important sup-
porters, vowed that if it ever lead to the granting of racial
preferences he would eat the paper it was written on, Taylor
Flynn responded that the opinion of “one particular sena-
tor” was irrelevant. She described the Title VIi-inspired

. Prop.209 as “insidious,” and said that its authors “tried to

mask what they were doing.”

©In its constant deviation from law and from logic,
the ACLU seems to have found a perfect match in the man
it shopped for, Judge Thelton Henderson. The standard he
set in granting the TRO-—the courts “must look beyond the -
plain language™; what’s important is whether “the burden
imposed by a law necessarily falls on minorities and
women”—could have been lifted wholesale from the
ACLUS Alice in Wonderland version of the Constitution, -

 The way in which women and minorities are “bur-
dened” by Prop. 209, says UCLA’ Volokh, is the same way
in which members of certain religious groups are “bur-
dened” by the Establishment Clauses of the federal and.
state constitutions, which essentially ban religion-based
preferences. “They remove from the political realm certain
things that certain religious groups, including religious
minorities, like,” hé explains. “But it doesn’t mean that it
discriminates against those religious groups. What is does is
prohibit a certain kind of program, regardless of which reli-
gious groups it would benefit, with the thought that it is
helpful to everybody to have those programs be outlawed.”

As the December 16th hearing approached, both sides

predicted that Judge Henderson would grant the pre-
liminary injunction which would block 209 until the trial.
While Henderson’s decisions have not been uniformly liber-
al, among other rulings he has twice overturned the convic-
tion of Black Panther Johnny Spain, one of the San Quentin
Six" who were tried for their participation in George
Jackson’s escape attempt, during which two prison guards
were tied-up and their throats slit with razor blades. Still,
supporters of the proposition remained hopeful. Gail
Heriot, a vice chair of the 209 campaign and a law professor
at San Diego University, commented, “I am used to dealing
with questions of law that are not clear, that are in gray
areas. I cant think of a legal issue that I am more confident
on than this one.” Heriot said-that the Attorney General
Lungren and Californians Against Discrimination and
Preferences would appeal the injunction to the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals, a generally more moderate court, and
continue to fight the measure as far as necessary.

‘But for now defenders of preferences are celebrat-
ing. When Hénderson’s ruling on the TRO was announced,
ACLU lead counsel Mark Rosenbaum smirked, “We took a
race card from Pete Wilson’s deck.” It is a card, of course,
that his side has been piaying for a long time, and in this
judge’s courtrooin it may be enough for a winning "3z
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Dressed To Kill, continued from page 1’

styles that hadnt hit the streets,” he recently

explained. “Immediately, those styles caught on It~

.had-a great impact.”

_ Phillip Moore enjoys the fact that 2 num- -
ber of rap artists (*Wu-Tang Clan being my -

favorite”) not only wear The Look but rhapsodize

about it in anthems in which Hilfiger is referred to -
by the nom de street, “Tommy Hill.” (A nice touch -

and perhaps a necessary one, since otherwise Kids
like Phillip might have problems identifying with
Hilfiger, who is white and lives with his wife and
four children on a Greenwich, Connecticut estate
maintained in the British-stately-home tradition

by eight servants and three groundskeepers.)
' “I know the verses,” Phillip says proudly.
I tried a few of them on him. “Tommy Hill

was my nigga/and others couldn’t figga/how me .

and Hilfiga/used to move through with vigga,”

~ raps Q-Tip on Mobb Deep’s “Drink Away the

Pain.” .
'~ Yes, that is one of the verses he knows,
Phillip says.
For guidance on the sort of social situa-

tions in which it is appro-

priate to be arrayed in
Tommy’s rags, there
is another melody
with which this
ld-year-old s
acquainted,
Raekwon’s
“Cnminology™
“Fuck
rap hip hop for
me off top/Lo
wears and
Tommy Hill fiy
shit with a
knot/The

witty unpredzctable l1ve shxt/Dnve by shm’Do or
- _ - ~ - die shit.”™
- “T pave them a lot of my latest styles, -

[RE1]

© “It'sjust rappin’,

like Hilfiger to be spotlighted: in lyrics like this

about homicide in his neighborhood, the youth -

says hesitantly, “I can't put my finger on it, but....”

‘Talking to Phillip Moore, whose brother -

was gunned down in front of the house where he
was growing up, anyone with an ounce of empathy
can put a finger on it. Even by the standards of
Seventh Avenue, where Calvin Klein is-constantly
pushing the envelope with witty, unpredictable
fuck middle-class-morality shit-—copulation
themes, Lolita themes, heroin themes, even one
ad with a urinal theme—Hilfiger is embracing
“gods” who are taking fashion promotion to a
scummy new low.

Admittedly, the designer doesn’t have any
control over the disgusting lyrics. While the iden-
tities of bands on his freebie list seems to have
become a matter-of dispute since I began asking (a

manager for Rackwon’s record label told me that
they have included his group on the list, but a

Hilfiger publicist insists that to her “knowledge”
this is untrue), mouthpieces for both the musicians
and the designer say that the effusions of admira-
tion pour spontaneously from the rappers’ hearts.
Moreover, while the anti-rap lobby contends that

there is a direct link between violent behavior and-

violent music—such as in the Dodge City, Kansas,

case in-which five teens. pleaded not guilty to mur- .

der, claiming & rap record drove them insane—
such sniveling attacks are probably as self-serving
as they are simplistic. The only people most of us

- want to kill when subjected to rap at three- -digit

decibels are the musicians.

One does not have to be a: psychologlcal

expert, on the other hand, to deduce that lyrics

- on kids who are.not most of us, kids

anyone “brought them up” at
all—in what Hilfiger fatu-
ously calls “urban” sur-
roundings. At the very
least, this music glamor-
izes crimes that their
peers are already
committing. At
worst, it green-
lights copycat
crimes, since the
*gods,” to these
youngsters, are

authority = fig-
ures than any
teacher or par-
ent. And now
one of the most
shocking of
these crimes is
* being given a
status-y new
buzz, with the
notion that you
look cuter killing in
your “Tommy Hill.”
Phillip  Moore’s
lawyer Kenneth Williams,
who also is black and who
grew up in New York housing
projects, teld me, “I worry

believe this sert of music
alone causes crime. What 1
do believe it does is it gets
- kids to accept  violence
because, man,
identify with these rappers.
But businessmen dont
deal with ethics, of course.
They just exploit kids
- -whose mothers haven’t
done their ]obs ra1smg
them B

Phillip says, letharglcal- .
Iy, “We understand. I'mean, it goes on in our
" neighborhood.”

Asked if it’s rlght for a mulu mtlhonalre :

like “Cnmmology have some: sort of bad"
influence, albeit only one among many,

who have been dragged up-—if.

more . credible -

‘correctly mused, the

| _busted. for heroin.
abouit kids like Phillip. I dont

R |

‘course, I'don’t con-

these kids
‘wears my clothes. T

In an era in which &

. Hilfiger himself prefers to characterize his-
efforts as a seamless part of his charitable person--
ality, a sort of one-man affirmative action progtam
(albeit one which kids like Phillip pay to join).
“We Caucasians will be:the minorities in the very
near future,” the designer says. “It’s not really
about designing clothes for someone who looks
just like me. A lot of companies aren’t proud of it.
They would deny it. But we want to dress every-

. body »

Perhaps Hilfiger's most potent selling tool with
the New Majority is Snoop Doggy Dogg, a rap
king who has been among his most ardent wear-
ers. When the Dogg appeared in a Hilfiger shirt on
Saturday Night Live in 1995, the garment sold out
the next day at three New York City department

Stores.

Should you be unfamiliar with the Dogg’s

" résumé, a brief rundown may be helpful when you

next go shopping for clothes. Calvin Broadus (the
rapper’s real name) was tried for murder earlier
this year, after he allegedly took part in a real-life
“drive-by,” helping hunt down a 20-year-old gang
member. The Dogg was acquitted after pleading
self-defense. (The victim, who was shot in the
back, was reaching for his gun, the rapper said.)

. Asked about this incident, Hilfiger publi-
cist Catherine Fisher wriggled herself into a pret-
zel. Admitting that the designer dressed the Dogg
for his SNL appearance, she said, “To my knowl-
edge,” Hilfiger is no longer “working” with him.
“Violence is not at-all in Tommy’s vernacular,” she
adds. “It’s not something that inspires him. What
inspires him is multicultural young people creating
music that has a positive message.”

The song “Criminology,” admittedly, may
not -be your idea of positive conditioning for the
audience ‘of “brothers” at whom it apparently is
directed. (“*Many brothers I be sparkin®. . . Then 1.
react like a convict and start killing shit.”) But like
Calvin Klein; Tommy. Hilfiger seems blessed with
an ability to détect virtue in what less-artistic_crit-- .
ics like lawyer Kenneth Williams perceive only as
the most subversive nihilism. Just as Calvin -
decried allegations that crotch shots he ran in 1995
ads were “child porn” (they were a “positive mes-
sage,” his agents assured us, “about the inner sic]
worth of today’s young people™), Hilfiger preened
in the after-glow from “Criminology” despite the
tsk-tsk’ing of his representatives. The band gave
him a plaque commemorating the album’s success,
says the recording company’s manager, and looks
upen him as a friend: “They all know each other.
They all hang out sometim'es at clubs. They are
pretty tight.”

Nor, despite his publlClStS contortlons is
there any evidence that Hilfiger intends to ostra-
cize other rappers. In an interview in the February
1996 issue of Vanity Fair, he defended
what he portrayed as a continuing
relationship with Snoop Doggy
Dogg and even had an - opinion
about the crime the rapper was
charged with: “From what we
understand, T don’t think he shot
the gun.” Besides, as Hilfiger

sweeping saga of fash-
ion history suggested
that the charges
wouldn’t so much as
take a nibble out of ~ §
the Dogg’s market -
appeal: “I mean,
Keith Richards was

But he’s still a rock
n’ roll- god. “Of
done any kind of -
criminal’ behavior..

Mlchael I ackson also
mean, 1 don___t know if

he actually did that. ... ”

one designer jacket
or pair of jeans looks
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much like another,. fashion companies intent-on
attracting the crucial youth market—every ethnic
cranny of it—have used almost every ploy to

enhance their- “street cred”™ other- than actually.

handing out heroin. Calvin Kleins sleazy 1995

campaign even turned up in YM, a magazine that -
is bought mostly by girls, some-as young as 12. -

They were treated to such sights as a youth splay-
ing his legs. In fairness to Calvin, U.S. News &
World Report’s John Leo said he assumed that one
boychik in the layouts was “scanning desperately”

not for underage girls but “any nearby member of -
the North American Man/Boy Love Association.”

One also recalls Benetton’s full-color two-
page spread of 56 malé and female sex organs.

Oddly, despite the Italian clothing empire’s vow

that it was employing such advertising to encour-
age the races of the workd “to come together in a
spirit of unity and equality,” all but one of the
well- and peculiarly endowed models appeared to

be white. Benetton’s advertising oeuvre also -

includes a photo of a 32-year-old man at the
moment of his death from AIDS, the bloody shirt

of a slain Bosnian soldier, and the grisly stumps of -

limbs torn off by land mines.
More of what might be called the Dr.

Kevorkian School of Advertising may be dis:

cerned in the British TV commercial for Pepe
Jeans that depicted a suicidal youth stealing his
parents’ Mercedes and driving it into the Thames:
Guess? Jeans, meantime, made its mark in the’80s
with beautifully photographed print campaigns in
which breasty young women looked to be on thé
brink of rape or battery. And, who knows, maybe
even as we go to press, the Chef is composing a

clever jingle in which the Rapist/Batterer will be .

switching his brand-loyalty to Tommy Hill.-
It is Calvin Klein, of course, who general-
ly is credited with launching a:trend that other

designers have taken to the outer limits of decen-

cy.- His more recent opuses have displayed the
anorexic-looking Kate Moss: posing, suggestively

naked, .with a large: deg,as well -as clutching her-
hand over ‘her mouth as”if she had’ ]ust been"‘-'

slapped.

‘ Rightwing conspiracy theorlsts ho!d that
such offerings are the part of some grand plan to
undermine society, in which a “gay agenda™ sup-
posedly figures prominently. Calvin undoubtedly

did devote several years of
his bachelorhood to

0of ‘the New
York gay scene.
" And feeding this
crumor - mill

 men--gay
a n d

lnter-

~ supposed to be about capitalism at its ‘most

sampling the delights -

- if she is about to be ravaged by a hound
are what
m a n .y

~ostensibly live a world away from Phillip

stralght—,

. communicate the wvalues and - .

pret-as homosexual themes in his commercials. In.-

the TV spots for the 1995 campaign, a young man
stood alone as an off-camera male voice purred,

~. “You got a real nice look. How old are 'you‘7 Are
you strong? You think you could rip that shm off.

h

you? ..

his fragrance, Obsession, in which three naked

female models were shown with their limbs entan- _
‘gled, His use of the stick-thin Kate Moss has con- .-

vinced some radical feminists that he “hates
women.’ o '
' In fact, however, as my co-author Steven

Gaines and I pointed out in-our biography of him, .

Calvin dated women as well as men in the inter-
fude between his first and second marriages. And
as for Calvin touting gay rights, dream on. Early

homosexual activists told us that he was impervi- -

ous to their pleas for funding for an carly AIDS
education effort, this at a time when friends of his
were dying from the disease. Whatever his sexual-
ity, the last thing any young designer intent on
making his first few million wants is to have his
name associated with- people whom middle
America believes are “perverts.”

many straight as well as homosexual consumers.)
The fact is that, while some of Calvin’ ads
undoubtedly have reflected his personal eroticiza-
tion of the male body, the only “agenda™ they
appear to have ever pitched is a burning desire to
make a profit by using the lure of the forbidden.

_ “This is part of a.long, long history. It used to be
that if a book was banned in Boston, sales would.

go. up,” as William ‘Wells, an advertising expert
who is a former executive with the DDB Needham

Worldwide agency, has observed of such in-your- -
face posturing. Says another expert, “The problem .

with the tactic is that you have to constantly up.

. the ante, to.ensure- you are one up on. the com-.

petition.”.
' Once you understand that thls is aIl

pure and unfettered, it’s interesting to examine
why so many fashion ads and, increasingly; ads -
for other products (like liquor and even fast
food), show young people fearlessly breaking all
of society’s taboos. The reason, we are told, is
that it takes a lot to shock this most feckless of

~age groups. We live, after all, in an era when drug

abuse, juvenile crime, suicide, child abuse and
even such “turn-ons” as Kate Moss looking as -

{albeit one that probably mistook her for a

bone, given her trendy emaciation) are familiar -

even to students of snooty prep schools. who

Moore,
Last year, when Calvin Klein with-
drew his “child porn” campaign after his
company was swamped with complaints,
there was speculation that Madison
Avenue would decide enough was
enough. “Will Calvin Klein's retreat
redraw the lines of taste?” asked a head-
line in the advertising column of the New
York Times. The article quoted one ad
(pert as stating, “Calvin Klein has made.
areer of steppmg over the line, shock- . :
onsummers to créate word of mouth, -
time he vaulted over the line and -
nd the pale—and even he has dis-
red there are places you dare not -

Almost a year to a day after
article ran, the New York Post
ped that Klein “appears to be pro-
otlng drug abuse in hislatest cam-
paign,” this one for cK be, his new
scent. One model in the ads
“appears to have tracks on his
arms,” charged The Post.

‘ Unconvinced by the usual
Orwellian obfuscations {denying
any link to drugs, a Klein
spokesman said that “the concept” -
behind the cK be campdignis Lo

. Moreover ‘there is- the antl—woman thing: -
“. When Calvin’s campaigns feature women, it often :
is with a pansexual ambiguity, such as the ads for -

(Benetton’s.
AIDS ad.is said to have succeeded in repulsing

‘emotions of real people and the generation we .

believe is interested in that product™), conserva-
tives and their. feminist strange bedfellows think

- they have _the answer to the increasingly sickening

imagery. They want consumers to boycott offend-

. ing. advertisers, in the same way that they have
advocated shunning producers of “depraved”
- ‘entertainment. As any parent will tell you, howev-
er, you might as well write “buy me” across any .

product that adults would like off the market.

-When Snoop Doggy Dogg was arraigned on the

drive-by charges, his first album went triple-plat-
inum, selling nearly five million copies to kids who

wanted to find out just how bad the allegedly bad-

dest rapper scunded.

One alternative—similar to that suggesi-
ed by Senator Paul Simon when there was talk of
government censorship of the record industry—is
self-censorship by the media. Editors don’t have to
do business with advertisers who sexualize chil-
dren and treat violence and self-destruction as just

one niore means of titillation.

Ultimately, however, it is cold, hard math
that should persuade Seventh Avenue’s doyens of
decadence that their efforts are self-defeating.
Assuming that at least some of the messages tout-
ing their gear, intentionally or not, are taken seri-
ously by teens—whose brains, Lord knows,

already are scrambled with enough other psycho- -

logical and physiological static—then their mar-
ketplace is .growing at somewhat less than the

desirable exponential clip. The more teens who

ditch themselves in rivers or dope themselves into
penury or. maybe even are found guilty of those
droll little drive-bys by jurors who’ve finally had
enough of-all the dumb excuses, the fewer teens
there will-be around to buy Pepe jeans or cK be or
Hilfiger sportswear.. Tommy Hill and all his

-comrades in. ‘the rag trade ought to clean up their

act if only to pre-
serve their mar-
ket share.

< Sharon. Cﬁii'r'c_her: is

. —The Lives and
= Times of Calvin
- Kiein.

author, with. Steven
- Gaines, of Obsession

an
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' Deja Voo-Doo, continued from page |

rupied testimony with screams of “Cover-up!”
What had prempted these bizarré scenar-
ios was “Dark Alliance; The Story Behind the
Crack, Explosion.”
Webb that appeared in the San Jose Mercury News

last August in which Ricky Ross was porirayed as

a pawn in a larger scheme by, the CIA (o fund the

Nicaraguan Contras by targetmg ‘the biack inder
cities for destruction through drugs: Thi§ was no
subtle investigative report but-rather a full court
propaganda press. The Mercury promoted the. -
series on its Web page with graphies of a figure - .

smoking crack superimposed on the CIA seal.
Rather than an occasion for reflection,

Webb’s story was the catalyst for a harmonic con-

vergence of rage and paranola. Louis Farrakhan’s

Final Call turned the series into a cover story..
Before the Mercurys ink had dried, the Rev. Jesse. -
Jackson rushed ‘to the barricades, and Maxine -

Waters called for congressional investigations.
The question of whether or not the story was true
got lost in the shuffle. In fact, the New York Times,
Washington Post and Los Angeles Times launched

careful investigations of their own and found that-
the Mercury News: had failed to make the case.’
But for many the story was true despite what the-

facts said. The Mercury had offered a no-fault
“explanation” for the dlsturbmg phenomenon of

- self-destructiveness expressed in drug use. Webb’s

story allowed black leaders to say, in effect, we
have seen the enemy andhe isnot us. As in the old
Flip Wilson routine, “The devil miade us do it.” -

ot since Janet Cooke’s sham journalism at the
Washington Post won her a sham Pulitzer has"

there been a hoax of this propo'rtion perpetrated
by an American daily. Yet, in the face of criticism

ffom his betters, Mercury News editor Jefry
Ceppos contmued to insist hat “not: for one sec-

ond” did he have >any, regre about goL
siory A more ifitrigiing quesnon Onés
press investigations which discredited Webb’s
findings failed even to explore, was whether the
story even qualified as “news.” Here Ceppos con-
ceded a point, when he blurted out in something
approaching a Freudian slip, “We have advanced a

10-year-old story that is clearly of great interest to.-

the American people.” (emphasis added)

To understand the provenance of this
decade-old "parancid fantasy, it is necessary to
remember the glory days of the Christic Institute,

a self-described “nonprofit, interfaith center for.

law and national policy in the public interest™

which began its existence in the early 1980s under’
the auspices of the Quixote Center, a left-wing -

Catholic group in Brentwood, Maryland.

The Christics soon slipped the bonds of .

their religious origins and struck out on their own
under prime mover - ‘and President” Daniel

Sheehan, a Harvard_-traiaed lawyer who had made- -
his name. defending nuclear” martyr :Karen:

Silkwood. Sheehan and- Christic - ‘Exec¢utive

torships could liberate their peoples and establish
social justice. As the Cold War turned hot in the
western hemisphere, they turned their attention to
helping Nicaragua’s Marxist Sandinista junta, pri-
marily by attacking those who supported the resis-

tance forces, dubbed “Contras,” Said Nelson, -
“These guys behind the friendly face of Ronald

Reagan are fascists. There isn’t any other word for
them, and they re. murderers ]ust like the Nazis
were.’

chuting into Nazi-occupiéd France to supply the
Resistance. But the decorated hero of three wars,
a- supporter -of the’ N1caraguan anti-communist

resistance, found himself inder attack in the iegal -
system by the Chritics.in what his lawyer Thomas -
Spencer .called . “courthouse terrorism,” adding, -

“the Wea{hermen just went:to law school.” -

_ In May 1986; thé combative Sheehan filed
a fawsuit undeér.the RICO (Racketeer Influenced
and Corrupt Organlzatlons) statute, a 1970 anti-
Mafia law allowing citizens to go to court to prove

patterns of:criminal conspiracy. The Christics’ suit

a series of articles. by Gary'-_'-‘

One of. these s0 accused was U.S, Gen.
John Smglaub who: actually fought Nazis by para-

charged that a “secret team” of former military

and CIA officers, Singlaub among them, were run-

- ning U.S. foreign policy. The idea was not a new
_one. In 1973, former Air Force officer L. Fletcher
" Prouty authored The Secret Team: The CIA and-Iis

Allies in Control of thé United States. and the

World, which”charged that- Jews held ‘excessive
control over U.S. p011c1es Prouty was adviser for.
Oliver Stone’s JFK, in which he is named “Col. X
-“and played by. Donald Sutherland, whose mono-
“logué in the film pracncally recites the Chustlo i

philosophy.

In the Chr]SUC vision, U.S. pO]icy from lhe '

late -1950s was a massive anti-communist plot,
funded by profits from drug dealing. CIA-man
Ted Shackley and- Gen. Richard Secord were
alleged to be part of a “shooter team” assigned to

- kill Fidel Castro. In the plan, Shackley also ran a
mercenary army in Southeast Asia that teamed up
with' Secord and.Gen. Singlaub to work with..
‘opitin-growing’ ]
Singlaub, the Christics charged, personally killed
. 100,000 people. As the suit had it, a Marine named -
~ Oliver North joined.them in the Laos drug opera-
tion, which was only the beginning. It was
‘Shackley, the suit said, who mounted the 1973 mil-
Atary coup against Allende in Chile before helping

tribesmen in Laos,

the Shah’s Savak in mid-"70s Iran, as weli as other
dirty work in Libya, South Korea, Taiwan, and

_now Central America,,
' The same ommpresent secret team, the.
Christics charged, was helping the Nicaraguan

C_ohtras‘ and financing its dirty work by trafficking
in cocaine. The suit further charged that the secret
team hired a terrorist known as Amac Galil, mas-

guerading as a Danish journalist named Per -
“Anker Hansen, to bomb a 1984 press conference
along the Costa Rican border. The bomb killed
~eight Journahsts including one American, and

wounded " resistance-leader . Eden - Pastora
‘Cor@qndgnte Zero”). and. 27 others, including

. . VMartha Honey, were among the plaintiffs
seekmg $23 million in compensatlon and pumtlve
damages.

In the mid-"80s, as the Contra war escalat-
ed, Danny Sheehan hit the talk-show circuit and
quickly became a national figure, courted by liber-
al Democrats such as Sen. John Kerry. Besides

- their Washington headquarters, the Christics
.boasted regional offices in Los Angeles, Portland,

San Francisco, and North Carolina. On July 9,
1987, Christic supporters..got into the Senate
Caucus room and disrupted the testimony of
Oliver -North by unfurling a banner reading “ASK
ABOUT COCAINE.”

‘Both the lawsuit and conspiracy theory
played well in Hollywood. Thér¢ Sheghan hung
-out with Ed Asner, Mike Farrell, Martin Sheen,

Darryl Hannah, Jane Fonda, and others, who
helped him stuff his war chest with an estimated $3

million—much of it raised at $100-a-plate fund- -

raisers - and ° benefit concerts with Kris

~Kristofferson, David Crosby, Graham' Nash,
Director Sara Nelson believed that Marxis{ dicta-"-

Bonnie Raitt, Bruce Springstéen, and Jackson

Browne. The Harvard lawyer even packaged some ™
deals. The Christic conspiracy provided the story
line for episodes of Miami Vice and Wiseguy, and

was also discussed on an episode of Cagney and
Lacey. Taxpayer-funded Pacifica radio stations

broadcast a weekly Christic report, and public
.broadcasting icon and former presidential aide

Bill Moyers championed the Christic cause in The

_ Secret Government, a PBS special later turned into
~a book that the Christics peddled for $9.95 as a*

resource in thelr “Tools For Truth” catalogue

‘While .Sheehan was becoming a political -

celebrlty, the pre-trial maneuverings .-of the

Christic lawsuit were bankrupting the defendants,

one of their intended effects. But ultimately the

law-school. Weathermen would also have to go to

court, where t_helr charges would be weighed. in

~ the balances;

- On June 23, 1988, U.S. Dlstrlct Court
Judge James Lawrence King. dismissed the suit
and all charges, even against defendants who had

not moved for dismissal. Citing “deceptive” affi- -

davits and “fabricated testimony,” King ordered
the Christics to disclose:the names of 79 anony-

~.mous individuals, many. of whom recanted state- - .

where -

mericafi€ameraman Tony Avirgan, Avirgan and -~
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“mients, denied ever having made them, olr"said'that,"-
words had been put in their mouths. Beside this

legal fraud, wrote the judge, .the Christics had

advanced no direct evidence nor made a showing
of a genuine issue of material fact with respect to

their allegatlons

ng s judgment prov1ded cover for critics”
“an the hhcral press which had previously held their -
. fire: aboul the Christics.“The: liberal Boston Globe
" described the Christic Institute as a_ “far-left,

"éelebli[y~fueled conspiracy boutique” and even in

. the left-wing Nation magazine; Jonathan Kw1my_
wrote that “For a year, I have repeatedly asked.

Sheechan to provide sources or documents 1o cor-
roborate his contentions . .. he has always backed
out.” In Mother Jones, James Traub wrote that the

Christic lawsuit' was a “gorgeous tapestry . . .-

woven of rumor and half-truth and wish fulfill-
ment” and that Sheehan was a man “in whom pas-
~sion has overcome reason.”
' Even lhe .Congressional Democrats sym-
pathetic t6 both the Christics and the Sandinistas
had to. conc]ude that the vision of a “secret team”
of 1ntelhgenco operatives using drug trafficking

and other violent measures to further their anti-

communist ends was a fantasy. Congressional
investigator Robert Bermingham noted that hun-

. dreds of intérviews, reams of documents, includ-

ing files of the Departments of State, Defense, and

Justice, FBI, CIA, DEA, NSA, and Customs had.
" uncovered no evidence of Contra drug trafficking, -

nor evidence -indicating” any U.S. government

agency condoned drug trafficking by Contras or .
anyone else. Michard Messick, an investigator.
during the 1980s for the Senate Foreign Relations™

Committee, says “We were unable to find any
credible source” for the allegations. In July 1987,

the House Select Committee on Narcotics held

closed-door hearings in which Sheehan was one of
the witnesses.- Reporters eagerly waited for the

scoop of the secret team but Rep. Charles Rangel, -

one of the staunchest critics of the LContras, toid-,
the press that “None of the Witnesses gave any evi-
.dence that would show that the Contra leadership -,

was involved in the trafficking of drugs.”

The Christics. used Sen. John Kerry’s‘
name in their fund-raising appeals, but-the con--

gressional subcommittee . -headed by Kerry
released a 1989 report concluding that there was
no evidence that the CIA participated in.cocaine
trade, nor any evidence that Adolfo Calero’s FDN
Contra group made money from drugs. Jack
Blum, chief investigator for the panel, supports
that conclusion today. Kerry eventually distanced
himself from the Christics, writing two letters ask-
ing that his name be removed from their materials,

On January 13, 1992, the U.S. Supreme
Couit ruled that the: Christic Institute had to pay
$1,218,000 in compensation to the victims of their
bogus lawsuit. The Christics went out of business

and Danny Sheehan blew town and is currently -
holed up near Santa Barbara, where he doesn't’
‘return phone calls even though his weird theories’
have gotten life after death in the Mercury News. -

prices,”

is still dealing with its poisonous side effects.”

The Christics charged that the drugs came’
in through the Mena airport in Arkadnsas, then-

governed by Bill Clinton. In Webb’s version, the

stuff was flown from.El Salvador to a U.S. Air"
Force base in Texas, a charge that Nicaraguan
anti-Somoza revolutionary Ternot MacRenato, a.
former U.S. Marine, says is “right out of the X-
Files.” MacRenato is-one of many who see no’

‘empirical evidence for.Webb’s writing. But as in

 the. *80s, activists raised the decibel level, politi-

cians . demanded:: mvestxgatlons and radical

Pacifica stations turned. the story into a marathon.

CC'Co'cajmeé—a- drug that was virtually unob--
_tainablé in black neighborhoods before -
members of the CIA’s army started bringing it into” -
South Central in the 1980s at bargain basement’
.reads the lead piece of Gary Webb’s.
“Dark Alliance” series. The purple-hued articles: -
purport to expose “One of the most bizarre
- alliances in modern history: the union of a U.S.-~
backed army attempting to overthrow a revolu- .
_tionary socialist government and the Uzi-toting'
" ‘gangstas’ of Compton and South Central.” While -
this war is now barely a memory, “black America .



, It is not clear that Gary Webb is on the
- same wavelength as the radicals who have exploit-
ed his pieces. According to former colleagues at the
Cleveland Plain Dealer, Webb is not a doctrinaire
-leftist but a dogged journalist. His former partner
 there, Walt Bogdanich, won a Pulitzer and now

works for 60 Minutes as.a producer. Webb himself

wanted to bag an award, but his efforts sometimes
- backfired. Promoters for the Cleveland Grand Prix

auto race sued the Plain Dealer for libel over arti-

cles Webb had written from 1984-86 accusing thém
of cutting sweetheart deals and profiteering over
their efforts. A jury awarded the plaintiffs $13.6
million. While the award was ultimately over-
turned, Webb cost the paper alot of money,
Webb’s bulldog style played better at the

- which was dominated by Colombians, Mexicans,
Jamaicans, and Americans. The Post found that
Ricky Ross had been selllng crack long before he
met Danilo Blandon, the Nicaraguan Webb
described as “the Johnny Appleseed of crack.”

_ The investigations by other newspapers.
not only torpedoed Webb’s conclusions, but. also -

shed light on Webb’s techniques, and his relation-

ship with Alan Fenster, attorney for Ricky Ross.

Webb fed Fenster leading questions for Blandon, a =

. man not known for truthfulness, at the Ross trial
and then used the very Blanden testimony Fenster
had elicited to support his thesis of CIA involve-
ment. And then Fenster, in what became a legal-

journalistic circle jerk, cited the Mercury News artl- ‘

cles as a

-Bay Area daily with a growing
reputation for recklessness.
(On April 27, for instance, the
Mercury News ran-a story that
the rival San  Francisco
Examiner would fold “in about
a week,” touching off wild
rumors and prompting mayor
Williec Brown to call the Justice
Department. The story was.
wrong and the paper is still in
business.) Webb told me that he
came across the Contra-CIA
conspiracy while working on an
article dealing with asset forfei-
ture. He doubtless saw this tale as
his ticket to the big-time, asked
for room to run and got it. Webb

Mercury News, a liberal-left ‘

says he interviewed “dozens and
dozens” of people for his story,
but declined to reveal who they were. One of them,
however, was- conspiracy-monger Martha Honey,

who was present at the 1984 press conference

bombing on the Costa Rican border. Now working
in the “peace and security” program at the Institute
for Policy Studies, the Pentagon of the American

Left, Honey tells anyone who will listen about.

“Guatemalan hit teams” operating stateside.
Webb studied Honey’s book Hostile Acts:
U.S. Policy in Costa Rica in the 1980s, now listed as
a resource on the paper’s web page. “Thank good-
ness there are still papers where they let you dig for
information,” says Honey, who applauds Webb's
series and credits him for showing what the CIA-

Contra axis did with the cocaine, maklng it into

crack for the ghetto

Webb says he knew about the Chl’lStlc case
dunng the 1980s but had. never been associated
with the group. What did he make of their charges?
He told me that for a “reportedly false™ case, it sure
had stirred things up in government ‘When. pressed
-as to which parts of the case were true, he failed to
respond, but in recent public statements he left no
doubt where he was coming from

“The cocaine that was used to make the
crack that flooded into L.A. in the early ’80s came
from the CIA’ army,” Webb said on a radio talk-
‘show. “Now we know what CIA really stands for,
Crack in America.” Thousands of African
Americans were in ]all Webb said, “for sellmg a
drug that was never. even available - in black
America before the CIA's army started brlngrng
this stuff in.” To those who said he had not provid-
ed proof, Webb scoffed, “that’s like saying there’s
no proof of General Motors 1nvolvement in mak-
_ing Chevrolets,” -
_ Investigatlve wrlters at the Washmgron
. Post, New York Times and Los Angeles Times dug
deep. to examrne Webbs charge that “mrlhons_”

in

'.have funneled no more than $SO 000 plus !maybe a
_:ip1ckup truck or two back to the Contr

,:_:',,the Us. govemment provrded the Resrstance in
" Nicaragua from 1981 to 1988, not to's ’_ak of $43
_million raised from forelgn govemments -
- " 'Further, the press investigations noted that
Nlcaraguans were bit players in the drug’ trade,

=tors crying ¢ ‘cover: ‘ T
. Los Angeles County Sherlff Sherman
Sandtmstas .Fidel: Castro

i1

' mvestlgators to. the CIA Contra TUmors.

basis to over-
turn Ross conviction on grounds of government

- misconduct. This was ventriloquism, not journal-

ism.

Webb’s charges also fail the test of reason
and common sense. Other cities, such as New York,
had crack problems with no hint of CIA-Contra
involvement. Moreover, Los Angeles drug prob-
lems started long before the Nicaraguan conflict
began and the crack problem has long outlasted it,
growing worse with each passing year. But the test
of reason was not one Webb wanted to take.

~~ On a recent television show in Los
Anpgeles, he said the Washington Post and New
York Times had only “allegedly disproved,” his

story. He was, 'am'ong' other things, protecting what . -

“could become a htgh—concept entertainment prod-
‘uct and mdeed what might well have béen this from

~ the beginning. In a_ book proposal c1rculat1ng .
'_among New York publlshers Webb said that the =

_CIA dumped tons of cheap cocaine into the black

" neighborhoods of Los Angles, “sparking the worst

drug plague in the riation’s history and financing the
_1ise of the Crips and Bloods.” (So now even gangs
-were the work of the CIA. ) Further, Webb says he

_ w1ll prove that “the Contra was war not a real war

at all, It was a charade a smoke screen . . . to pro-
“vide cover for a massive drug operatlon by crimi-

‘Amenca in the mid-'80s, an epic of revolut1on and
‘;counterrevolutlon was only the pretext for a drug
_'deaI) N
‘ Am1dst the smoke of sensat10nal1sm one

"“conclusmn stands clears Gary Webb and ‘ihe
) Mercury News took a 10- year—old prece of left-y -wing

drsmformatlon to regions where no Chiristic crack—

., pot had gone before, Professional ethnics and the
congressronal Left picked up that story, shrieked it -
: .through a megaphone “and’ Washmgton caved m
typically Ccraven style, creating the’ spectacle of
! :then CIA head J ohn Detch’s absurd performance
in Los Angeles Arlen Spector even allowed
Maxme  Waters, probably the most ]eft-wmg mem-

3 ,_'e 'ber of his Senate

f;’_,Intelhgence Cornnnttee' to questlon Nlcaraguan
“resistance léadefs Eden Pastora and’ “Adolfo

Calero, Spector also refused to] sject dem
up‘,, : "- LERFE |

ock did’ a llttle better assngnlng seven full-ttme
Ou
December 10, lock released results of a 3 500
page 1nvest1gat_10nkwh1ch found no evrdence of gov-

'_ ernment involvement. in “the LA act1v1t1es of

‘Blandon and Ross. But the investigators did

DECEMBER 1996

uncover some fascmatmg 1nformat10n about Gary
Webb.

' A New York literary agent offered Ricky
Ross a deal for “dramatic rights to his story.” The

- agent sent his letters to Ross in care of Gary Webb
-and the deal it described proved identical to one

Webb has accepted. As the Los Angeles Times

‘reported, deputies concluded that Webb had

grown too close to the defendant to be considered

reliable; Said a federal prosecutor in San Diego:

“It is now clear that the pretense of Gary Webb
being a detached journalistic observer has been
dropped and that there is now. no doubt that he
was an active. participant in the Ross defense

' team.” l ‘
. The Mercury News
is still hyping the series and
peddling reprints while its
star seribe is being reward-
‘ed for his efforts. Webb
boasts that he has briefed
members of Congress and
* says-he expects to “assist
“the congressional investi-
- gators.” The Bay Area’s
“Society of Professional
Journalists named him
- “Reporter. of the Year”
- and bigger .prizes are
doubtless in  store.

-Joe Eszterhas, another
| former - Plain Dealer
4. reporter known for wild

: " stories, he has already
sold a film pro;ect to Disney’s Touchstone

‘Pictures. But while the newly minted celebrity

counts his money, other observers are calculating
the fallout from the story.

“It has caused a lot of people pain,” says
black author Shelby Steele. “To come forward
with something like that in the racial atmosphere

Following the footsteps of .

of our times seems irresponsible. The function of -

conspiracy theories is that they remove blame and
create the shroud of victimization. It’s not our
fault if our kids are shooting each other. Someone
brought in the guns. They put crack here. It’s dust-

-ing over culpability.” Steele, a former professor at

San Jose State, says that the story “calls for a mea

~culpa, like -in ‘Jimmy’s. World,”” a reference to

Janet Cooke’s bogus Washington Post story.
“In the black community today, a small

4_ and embattled but growing number of religious

,leaders are saying that victimization is dead-ended

and -thdt takes colUrage,” says Richard John

. Neuhaus; nowa Catholic priest, who served as

Lutheran ‘pastor in-a black neighborhood of
Brooklyn and. worked with the Rev. Martin

_ Luther King in the Civil Rights Movement. “Then

for them to be undercut by people outside the

commiinity, to sxmply indulge their Oliver Stone-

- like fantasies at the expense of poor people is

_ nal CIA agents. (So the entire history of Central -

‘unconscionable.” Besides reinforcing the CIA

demonology, Webb’s tale serves as a kind of fop

- obscuring the.real and largely untold story of the
drug ep1dem1c that contmues o devastate the
_ .black commumty

Tt serves also to cloud the mternatlonal

“foutes-that bring drugs into the U.S. ' While it is PC

- to' blame the: Contras, the press looks the. other
-way;when left-wing movernents and regimes dre .

implicated. Yet Roger Miranda, former chief .of

. the -Sandinista ;Defense Mlnrstry, confirms that

: durlng the mrd 19805 the Sandlnlstas trafficked in
-cocaing,, collaboratmg w1th both.the Medellin car-
-tel and the Cuban. commumst .regime .of Fidel

._",Castro Peru’s Sendero Lummoso controlled key

:"fmance the1r terrorlsm And h,ke the FSLN the :

,Sendero and riyal Tttpac Amaru movement_Sup-

ported the floodmg of Amenca w1th drugs as a

f'way 1o fund their revolutron and weaken the* ‘yan-
Lqm enemy of manklnd

How many.. tons of cocame from ‘the
the Sendero, and

_“Mexlco made its  way. to- South Central Los
7,,Angeles’? What happened to the profrts‘? What

- are the “pmsonous side, effects” today?: Wllk
- Gary. Webb hop.on thts story as his next

N Hl/

big exposé? -
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The Schools We Need, And Why We Don’t Have
~Them by E.D. Hirsch Jr. .~ . - =
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he" latest Srar Trek ‘movie, Fzrst
_Contact, is unfortunately based on
a hackneyed time-travel premise,
but it does produce one interesting con-
frontation, when a woman from the 21st
century tries to convince a newly testos-
teroned Captain Jean-Luc Picard from
the 24th century to abandon his obses-
sive attempt to save his beloved starship
- Enterprise. When all other efforts to curb
Picard’s uncharacteristic machismo fail,
the woman reproaches him with behav-
ing just like the mad Captain Ahab of
Moby-Dick. “You do still have books in
the 24th century, don’t you?” she chal-
lenges. This shock tactic works, restoring
Picard to his normal scholarly tempera-
ment and indeed provoking him into
reciting from memory a passage from
Melville’s novel. The puzzled look on the
woman’s face reveals that she herself has
never read Moby-Dick, but by then the
fate of the Enterprise is already scaled—
Picard has decided to initiate 1ts auto-

destruct sequence.

The makers of Star. Trek who can hardly
be accused of being backward-looking, are sug-
gesting that cultural literacy will remain impor-
tant éven in the era of intergalactic space travel.
If people are to comrnunicate—especiaily across

‘warps in- the ‘space-time continuum—they must

be able to refer to a common body of knowledge,
a shared vocabulary of facts and stories. First
Contact suggests that no-advance in technology
can obviate the need for two people to have a
common frame of reference in order to commu-
nicate effectively. This futuristic parable illus-

trates perfectly what E.D. Hirsch Ir. has been try- -

ing to teach America for the past decade. The
movie goes even-further in validating Hirsch by
making the simple point that many readers of his
book Culiural Literacy had a hard time grasping.
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It is better to havc read Moby Dick than
not 16 have, butif ‘one has not read the
hook, it is better at least to know that
Melville tells the story of Ahab’s obses-
* sive quiest for the White Whale than not
' to know anything about the novel at all.
For even if one knows only the gist of
‘Moby-Dick; one can understand a ref-
erence to the book, or, in this case, go
so far as to make an effective reference
to it oneself and thereby save the earth
from a Borg invasion.

In his latest book, The Schools
.We Need, Hirsch continues what has,
.alas, often seemed like a quixotic cru-

educational sysiem in the United
States. The book is a systematic,

educational theories that, as Hirsch
" demonstrates, exercise a strangle-
hold on the teaching of children in
grades K-12 in our country. Many

. the -continuing failure of our
schools to ediucate our children
adequately. The chief culprit is

as if throwing money at the prob-
lem were the way to solve it. But if
the theories on which our children are being edu-
cated are unsound, then simply increasing the
funding for education will do no good. There are
many problems with the way in which the feder-
al government runs its spacé program and one

' 'mlght legitimately quest:on the wisdom of spend—
“_mg bIIhons of c’ioIlars to 1ndulge NASA sc1entzsts
" in théir queést (o find lifé on Mars, but at least
"'their projects are based on thé Cope:mcan theo-

1y of the solar system. But as for the American
educational establishment, Hirsch shows that it is
operating with what amounts to a Ptolemaic the-
ory of pedagogy, one contradicted by decades of
scientific research and classroom experience.

What is sad about this situation is that,
unlike Ptolemaic astronomy, progressive educa-
tional theory does not even have common sense
on' its side. The trlumph of Hirsch’s book is its
sober and straxghtforward pragmatism. Time and
again, he shows that a common sense approach to
educating our children is in fact the right one. It
can be very frustrating for a parent to hear a pro-
fessional educator proclaim that children do not
need to learn the facts of history and geography,
and add that the latest scientific research backs
up his claim. If you have ever wondered about
such pronouncements, then Hirsch’s book is for
you. He continually shows how the proponents of
progessive education are extremely selective in
the scientific data they invoke, usually confining
themselves to studies coming out of education
schools themselves, while ignoring the more
objective and scientifically scrutinized research
carried out in psychology departments and other
mdependent sources of mvestlganon mto the
iearnmg process.

" For example, one of the fundamental
principles of many so-called educational réform-
ers is that standardized tests are unfair to certain
students, and serve no legitimate pedagogical
purpose. These theorists argue that students
should be evaluated on the basis of what is
referred to in the jargon as “performance-based
assessment,” written essays say, rather than mul-

-~ tiple- choice tests. But have you ever suspected

that the gradmg of written essays might be a tri-
fle more subjective than that of multiple-choice
tests? Hirsch shows that a 1961 study confirms
this SUSplClOﬂ “When 300 student papers -were

- graded by fifty-three graders (a total of 15900

readings), more than one third of the papers
received every possnble grade. That is, 101 of the
300 papers received all nine grades: A, A-, B+, B

B-, C+, C, C-, and D.” Moreover, “no essay

* sade, his effort to restore sanity to the -

' thoroughgomg, and devastating cri-
tique of the so-called progréssive -

_explanations have been offered for-

usually said to be a lack of funds,

récéived less ‘than five -different grades.”

" Evidently ‘non-standardized testing does indeed
‘produce non-standardized results. But in that

sense “performance-based assessment” is in fact
less fair to studénts than the much- maligned mul-
tiple- ch01ce tesling.

" And fairness is Hirsch’s chief concern in
looking at the problem of education. When he
stresses the importance of our schools’ teaching
basic information, including vocabulary as well as
geographical and historical facts, he is above all
thinking of the needs of the very minority stu-
dents the education establishment claims to be
championing. As Hirsch puts it, “in order to
enhance the knowledge of those who come from
underprivileged homes, it is fecessary to teach all

students in a focused and direct way the knowl-

edge which the children of privilege gain indi-

tectly by constant exp'osu're and repetition at

home.” The reason Hirsch. stresses this point is
that he views one of America’s socioeconomic
ploblems as at root an educational problem:
Only in very recent years have social
scientists begun to refine their analyses
of the puzzling halt in black-white wage
cquality after three decades of progress.
It turns out that the disparity (at least 16
percent lower wages for blacks of the
same grade level completed) is owing to
the fact that blacks have been on average
less well educated by the schools. Most
of the existing wage disparity, that is,
some 12 out of 16 percent, can be
explained by a disparity in actual educa-
tional attainment. After matching black
and white earners by their actual educa-
_tional level rather than by nominal grade
i fevel, the ‘black- whiie wage dlspar;ty :
"drops to Iéss than 5 percent '
‘This is an excellenl example of how
Hirsch' intelligently draws upon the best data
available to redefine the problems confronting
America today. He challenges liberals and radi-
cals to face the facts and admit that their welk:
meaning but ill-conceived educational policies
aré chiefly résponsible for the economic mequal-
ity they vehemently deplore.
" Hirsch offers a good summary of the
principles of progressive education:
the identification of correct peda-
gogy wnth liberal, democratic American
_ideals; . .. the insistence upon the indi-
viduality of the child and the autonomy
of the teacher; the disparagement of
mere subject matter and of other
nations’ educational methods; the admo-
nition to teach children rather than sub-
jects; the claim that knowledge is chang-
ing so fast that no specific subject matter
should be required in the curriculum; the
attack on rote learning; the attack on
tests and even report cards; . . . the idea
that a new method free from the tram-
mels of traditional knowledge could
‘encompass the whole sphere of educa-
tion by merging subject matler into the
process of pedagogy. ‘
These principles of progressive educa-
tion were completely formulated as early as the
1920s, and have proved to be ineffective when

" put into practice ever since. One of the most

valuable services Hirsch performs is to trace thé
slick maneuvers by which the professional educa-

tional establishment has managed to evade facing

the consequences of its repeated failure to deliv-
er on its promises The educational establishment
simply keeps renaming its pedagoglcal panaceas,
so that it can repeatedly present old, outworn,
and refuted  proposals as new, promising, and
untried reforms. One of the most useful sections
of Hirschs book 'is the “Critical Guide to
Educational Terms and Practices,” a glossary

" that translates the often obfuscating and’ always
self-servirg jargon of eduCatlomsts into plain.

English.
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Hirsch shows, for example, héw the orig-
inal idea of the “project method,” first formulat-

ed in 1918, has been recycled since then in one-

form after another like the trash it is: “discovery
learning,” “hands-on learning,” “holistic learn-
mg(, “learmng by doing,”
ing.” ' .

One of Hirsch’s chief aims in The Schools
We Need is to provide a genealogy of the ideas

" that govern education in contemporary America.

He hopes that by tracing the road by, which we
got to where we are today, and recalling the paths
not taken, he can at least open up thinking about
educational alternatives. He shows how
Teacher’s College at Columbia, and especially a
professor named William Heard Kilpatrick,
played a central role in shaping the attitudes of

American educators. The deadening uniformity-

of thought in education schools today can in part
be explained by the Columbia pedigree shared by
50 many pedagogical theorists. Hirsch is particu-
larly interested in the deeper philosophical roots
of progressive theories of education. Here his
status as’'a pre-eminent literary scholar, particu-
larly of European Romanticism, stands him in
good stead, for what Hirsch shows is that the
widespread hostility to structured pedagogy can
be traced back to late 18th- and early 19th-centu-

ry Romantic attitudes in Germany and England.
Wordsworth’s optimistic faith in the untutored

wisdom of the child, and, more generally, the
Romantic premium on spontaneous and organic
development ultimately undergird the progres-
sivist belief in letting students learn at their own
pace. This kind of philosophical genealogy is
important for developing some kind of critical
perspective on today’s educational orthodoxies.
Perhaps teachers will take a second look at their
strategies if they come to realize that ultimately
nothing more solid than the effusions of
Romantic poets grounds their progresswe teach-
ing methods.

Hirsch’s genealogical mvesnganons glve
him a way of attacking one of the most baleful

principles of the American educational establish-

ment, what he calls American exceptionalism.
Faced with overwhelming evidence that several
foreign systems are doing a better job of educat-
ing their students, American apologists -take
refuge in the claim that our schools face prob-
lems that foreign schools do not and thus their
experience is irrelevant to the United States. For
example, defensive educationists argue that the
multi-ethnic composition of our classrooms
makes it more difficult for our teachers to do
their job and thus explains the fact that our stu-
dents routinely score lower on standardized tests
than their European and Asian counterparts.

In fact, Hirsch points out; “With my own
eyes I have seen schools in the suburbs of Paris
where the ethnic and social diversity. is equal to
that of the Bronx and Miami. Currently, in the
Paris region, the total percentage of nonnatural-
ized, non-French students is 23.2 percent of the
schoo! population.” Thus the fact that the French
system, with a genuine core ‘curriculum, is better
able to educate its children should give American
educators pause, As Hirsch shows, their educa-
tional theories are ultimately derived from

and “th_ema’tic learn--

Europe; anyway; why, then, should they remain
in the grip of European attitudes”that are two
centuries old, rathér than opening their minds to

- contemporary European educational 1deas that

seemin fact to be working?

Though Hirsch himself does net make
the point, it is one of the crowning ironies of the
educational -scene in America today that just
when multiculturalists are demanding that our

schools be less ethnocentrie, just when everyone -

seems 1o be calling for us to be more open to for-
eign ideas and- foreign competition, the educa-
tional establishment has erected a protectionist
barrier against free trade in pedagogical theories,
refusing-even to consider that the content-based

teaching strategies that work siccessfully in
France or Japan might work in the United States :

as well.

If any book can succeed in tearing thes'e'-_ _
barriers down and opening up genuine debate on -

educational policy in this country, it will be
Hirsch’s, The book is clearly writien, and sue-
ceeds in laying out its argument and its evidence
with a patience and persuasiveness that suggests
that Hirsch really does know what he is-talking
about when discussing how to teach. Compare

this book to the turgid, jargon-laden tomes com-
-‘ing out of education schools today and ask your-

self: who seems to know better how to teach,
Hirsch or the professional educationists? If any-
thing, 1 find The Schools We Need-a little too
painstaking and repetitive in its exposition, but
Hirsch probably knows what he is doing. Given

his target audience, which includes public policy

makers and professional educationists them-

- selves, he has a lot of convincing to do.

~Rhetorical considerations no doubt
explain some of the peculiarities of this book, a
few of which I find distasteful. As an old-fash-
ioned liberal, Hirsch finds it frustrating to be
continually identified as a conservative by his
opponents and by the popular press. Thus: he
goes out of his way to distance himself from any:

thing that might be labeled conservative, with a~

calculated swipe at Hernnstein’s and Murray’s
The Bell Curve and a somewhat disingenuous
claim that his Cultural Literacy is “fundamental-
ly opposed” to Allan Bloom’s The Closing of the
American Mind (a claim we did not hear Hirsch

. making when the two books came out and he

was perfectly happy to benefit from the synergis-
tic publicity their near-simultaneous publication
generated). At the same time, Hirsch tries as
hard as he can to sound politically correct when-
ever possible. For example, he strains to be as
positive as he can when talking about multicul-
turalism in the schools, even though he knows
that it is one of the strongest forces working
against the educational reforms he has in mind.
Praising multiculturalism on several oceasions,
Hirsch. is quite cagey in his evaluation:
“Although continued educational inequity in
schools where multiculturalism has been intro-
duced demonstrates-that this curricular shift is
not sufficient by itself to make much difference
in' achievement levels, it is a shift that no one has
argued against with any cogency when 1t has
been done with balance.”

- Hirsch might just as well claim that no

“tion:
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one has argued against murder with any cogency
when it has been done in self-defense. Of course,
no one argues against multiculturalism-when it
has been done with balance. The principal argu-

. ment against multiculturalism is precisely that

movements like Afrocentrism are quintessen-

‘tially unbalanced, that they seek to promote

African ‘culture af theé expense of European.
-~ Given the difficulty of the task Hirsch
has set himself—reversing the trend of

. American education—and given the power of

the forces arrayed against him, I am inclined to
forgive him his rhetorical tricks if he thinks them
necessary-to get a fair hearing for his message. I
in fact smiled when Hirsch finds a way to enlist

no less a darling of the academic left than

Antonio Gramsci on his side, quoting the Italian
Marxist againsi- progressive education and in
favor of a traditional, content-based curriculum.
In the end, Hirsch’s moderate, balanced, even-
tempered, and almost genial critique of .the
American educational establishment probably
has a better chance of succeeding than the mili-
tant, take-no-prisoners attacks mounted by real

" conservatives. ‘Still, like Hirsch, T am a literary

scholar by profession, and I cannot help noticing
the odd phrasing of the last line of his introduc-

© As I near the age of seventy, and
“begin to fade away like an old soldier, I
am less concerned with the prospect of
inevitable denunciation than with the
‘responsibility to bear witness—if there is
the. slightest chance that doing so will
help:improve the quality and falmess of
our schools,
One sees all the best qualities of E.D.
Hirsch Jr. in this passage, including the self-
effacing dedication to a just cause that has kept
him going for over ten years in what must now
often seem to him to be the very definition of a
thankless task. But one sees something besides

the “disarming amiability of Hifsch hefe in the’

way that, despite all his efforts to distance him-

- self from conservatives, he (unconsciously?)

identifies with General Douglas MacArthur. The
man who wrote The Schools We Need is not a
conservative, but he is as toughminded as any-
one I know. Hirsch may seem to resembie the

scholarly Jean-Luc Picard more closely, but he’

has something of MacArthur’s dogged determi-
nation, as well as his genius for-attacking his
opponents where they least expect it. The educa-
tional establishment has thus far managed to
fend off Hirsch’s attacks, largely by ignoring
them, or by perverting any efforts to create
Hirsch-like national standards into new exercis-
es in political correctness. We will have to wait to
see if The Schools We Need does any better in
weakening the iron grip the professional educa-
tionists maintain on schooling in America. But
from what I have seen of Hirsch, if this book
does not do the job, his opponents, as culturally
illiterate as they tend to be, shouid be mind- ,

ful of an equally famous statement by his ‘\!“6
secret model “I shall return.” 7

Paul A. Cantor teaches'i in the English Department
at the University of Vtrg;ma

SAD SITUATIONS

Situations: A Casebook of Virtual Realities for the
English Teacher

Betty Jane Wagner and Mark Larson
Boynton/Cook Heinemann, 1995

REVIEWED BY JEFF ZORN

t the beginning of almost every
class I offer and public lecture I
give, I present facts indicating a
great shppage in national school literacy
over the past thirty years, and then I press
my audience for an explanation. The first
responses are predictable. The kids watch
too much television; the American family

doesn’t provide the Supp_ort for education
that it used to; kids take drugs, join gangs,

and listen to bad music.
" 1 probe further. But what about what
takes place inside the schools themselves? Well, I

“hear regularly that standards within schools have

fallen, but only as a result of the “youth culture”
the kids bring to school with them. One or two
people who may criticize specific changes in cur-
riculum, pedagogical style, or administrative pro-

cedure, but they are rebutted by others who speak’

of the “obvious” interaction between what the stu-
dents bring and what the schools offer, with the

" former having the undoubted ablhty to disarm the -

latter.
Literally no one in these’ sessions has e_ver
volunicered what 1 have come to believe is a

major cause of the literacy decline—outright
betrayal from within. In fact, betrayal from within

is-not only a powerful explanation of the dilemma

~in which we find ourselves, but also a matter over

which we educators-have direct control. We can-
not stop our students from watching Beavis and
Butthead or their parents from drinking to excess
or splitting up their families, but we can put our

" own house in order and at least provide kids the

ability to grow in intellectual directions their “nat-
ural”, env1ronment would not otherwise take
them.

~Where did the betrayai start? At the
Harvard (1969-1971) and Stanford (1974-1980)
graduate schools of education, I watched “open
education” and. “liberation schooling” gain the
upper hand over any form of traditional educa-
tion. The “language arts” departments at both
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Harvard and Stanford generally denied the regu-
lar responsibilities of language education. Some of
the dereliction of duty stemmed from a principled
refusal to teach anything at all, while some came
from the view that Standard English and canonical
literature were tools of repression, class bias,
patriarchy, and racism, In the coercive atmosphere
of these schools, anyone speaking up for ordered,
rigorous instruction in literacy and literature was
called a “control freak” and assumed to be a tool
of the Ruling Class.

At Stanford, syllabi were crammed w:th-
readings like “English 101 and the Military-
Industrial Complex™ and, at the summit of profes-
sorial folly, “Students’ Right to Their Own
Language,” a 1972 statement by the National
Council of Teachers of English’s Conference on
College Communication and Composition. To the
CCCC’ers, teaching a Standard English was forc-
ing white upper class culture on all children. To
these people, all dialects are equal and equally
good , so black students should naturally prefer
the locution “Mary daddy home” to the expres-
sion “Mary’s daddy is at home,” the former being
an authentic part of their culture and the latter
being a white add-on. Any teacher insisting on the
latter form is assaulting black pride, identity, and
self-esteem. .

In many quarters’ the saturation of
such thinking is by now near-complete. I see
that most clearly in a line of books sent to
me each year by the Boynton/Cook
Heinemann publishing company. The
books are meant for English teachers in -
the business of training prospective
English teachers. Each text I get out-
does the last in advancing political-cor-
rectness piffle as sound professional
thinking. In setting out the following
detailed critique of one of these texts, I
mean to suggest throughout how typical
its -errors. and distortions are. I chose it
because its- authors “wrote® inr (for. these
books) abnormally clear English, revealing
their intellectual cowardice and mush-brained
irresponsibility far more openly than others hid-
ing theirs behind walls of semi-literate Marxism
and post-structuralist jargon.

he promise of Betty Jane Wagner’s and Hark
Larson’s Situations is to lead the prospective
high school English teacher through fictional but
realistic case-studies. To do this, the authors pre-

sent a series of “Situations” that might exist in

public schools and then give their own sense of the
matter in. “Perspectives” meant to show what
experts like themselves would do if faced with a
similar problem.

Of the thirty “Situations,” about half
actually call for the front line wisdom of veteran
practitioners. How do you defend a low grade to a
disappoeinted and angry student? What do you say
when a coach puts pressure on you to pass a star
athlete? How do you respond when students reg-

ularly complain about another teacher? All this I
wolld “describe as teachers® lore, handy bits of .

advice for getting along in a school day-by-day.
As good as they are with. lore, however,
Wagner and Larson are bad and worse with edu-
cational theory, vision, and principle. Young
teachers who happened. to fall under their spell
would be so fatuously “progressive” that they
would be left with virtually nothmg to teach. Take
the story of “Max,” a teacher in an affluent com-

munity who has been secing high school kids get-

“more defiant, less involved, unmotivated, mean-
er, more easily given to -anger, and far less capa-
ble.” _ . : .

The authors show Max easing up his work
load, lowering expectations and standards, and
then comment approvingly that Max “may need

simply to accede to the reality. that homework is,

not something he can count on.” Given the fact
that children in the United States today “face
overwhelming odds™ (divorced parents, etc.), he
should give up most of his teaching time to let stu-
dents do homework assignments in class. In
accepting this advice, of course, Max would only
add to his students’ problems—acquiescing in
their being mean, sullen, and unproductive, and
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no longer even offermg them his own example of

-advanced literacy and a loftier vision of life. While

teaching has gotten harder in many communities,

" kids having grown meaner and more distracted, of

the many possible responses, just “going with the
flow” seems the worst.

Another “Situation” portrays “Jessica,” a
high school junior who cannot detect even the

most heavy-handed irony or sarcasm on the print-

ed-page. To the authors, Jessica is not “behind”
anyone else; she’s just “a concrete thinker” whose
learning style is “different” from her classmates’.
The sclution the aithors offer for Jessica’s pen-

- chant for “concrete thinking” is the most common

one in the book: stick Jessica in a small group and
she’ll learn from the other kids. This is an example
of “peer tutoring,” which at worst is the blind
Jeading the blind and at best is forcing bright stu-
dents to do the teacher’s job, a form of illicit child
labor, which spares the teacher not only time and
energy involved in teaching, but also the appear-

-ance of judging Jessica.

_ One teacher, “Walt,” returns from sum-
mer vacation to find a letter from his department
chair. announcing a new policy of “untracking”
students. The authors’ clear bias for this policy is
defended in these terms: “We can no longer afford
to use the classroom to stratify. . .adolescents.
Literacy in all its guises—verbal and visual as weil
as print—must be available to all our clients.”
Such bizarre language: visual literacy (like some
vision of instant insight snatched off the ranks of
Blockbuster) to be obtained by-clients.

Wagner and Larson show Walt reasoning
through the difficulties of teaching an untracked
class. They give him a solution to this nagging
problem. It is“Independent Literature,” in which
each student designs his or ‘her own reading pro-
gram. Walt will make available a very wide sam-
pling of books and contract with each student to
read so many per semester. Class time will be

.- devoted-.entirely. to letting the students read by . -

themselves and to individual conferences in which

they -and Walt.discuss “their” book. In his class,

you can read Crime and Punishment or stumble
through teen-trash novelettes for equal credit
because they are, in effect, of equal worth. None
of the students wilt feel “they have failed in some
way,” the authors promise. This, of course, is
because the untracked class itself has failed—to
uplift, inspire, chalienge or 1nv1te possibility not
yet considered.

_ In another “Situation,” Linda’s best stu-
dent, Darlene, zips through the exercises in
Warriner’s English Composition and Grammar
like a champ. Then Linda gets the first essays
back, and Darlene has written: “Every body they

“warned me about old man Fred. My Moma she

send me to ax for that money. Fred he go laughing
like he going to choke on hims spit. He turn away
like 1 doan be even existing. Was a bad time.”
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Linda makes corrections on the piece (a very bad
mistake, it turns out) and-returns it the next day.

. Darlene is devastated because her paper looks “all

bioodied like you whipped it with a buliwhip.”

The “Perspective” offered by Wagner and
Larson contends that the teaching of English
grammar is useless and worse. Standard English,
to them, is “the prescribed usage of the middie
and upper classes.” Darlene’s “Vernacular Black
English,” on the other hand, has “flavor and style”
but happens to be considered by the powers that
be an inappropriate dialect choice for a school
essay. Linda must help her understand that “one
of the realities of school is that it usually rewards
the capacity to write in a standard dialect.”

As can be seen from this sentence, the
authors consider “reality” to be an instrument of
class and race domination, and believe that teach-
ers should feel ashamed to be part of the process.
But since the curriculum calls for Standard
English usage, a young teacher wishing to keep

‘the job has to impart it. The best way to do that,

the authors contend, is not through the systematic
study of grammar, spelling, and punctuation but
through “dialect-transtations™ of students’ own
writing. The object is not for teachers to improve
prose like Darlene’, but only to restate it using
- the persona of a middle or upper class white
_ person. Linda should encourage the kids to
“sound sophisticated, formal, and educated”
by using “conventional” subject-verb
agreements and punctuation.
~This “Solution” makes the
teaching of English again seem a base
accommodation to ethnocentrism, snob-
bery, and cultural exclusion. It would
shock the authors to be told that
Standard English is the most democratic
of languages, open to everyone, capable
of transcending all geographical, eco-
nomic, age, cultural, and social barriers. A
“person of color” who has mastered
Standard: is not a cultural traitor, not an
impersonator of rich white people, but an
empowered individual unwilling to be limited in
the range, grace, and effectiveness of expression.
One more of these dreadful “Situations”
concerns Darryl, who is depicted as a total!y unco-
operative and unproductive student in Sarah’s
class, shirking all work and lying about it day after
day. When Sarah finally cails him on his attitude,
he snarls, “Don’t believe me cause I'm black,
bitch. Ain’t that right?” In response, Sarah feels
not fear or righteous anger but guilt, reproaching
herself in these terms: “All I seem to do is create
trouble for him.”

The authors agree with Darryl, suggesting
that Sarah ought to find some kind of “high-status
activity” to boost his confidence. The authors tell
Sarah (the bitch) “to back away from his obvious
problems with the written language and give him a
way to succeed in her class.” I too would wish him
success, in whatever he does after his expulsion.

So, Siruations has it all: the empty charges
of racism and classism against Standard English,
canonical literature, and competency testing, the
most obstinate and obnoxious students presented
as wounded innocents; the advocacy of blind lead-
ing the blind peer-grouping; the general refusal to
assert that anything is better than anything else;
and the general exemption of minority children
from demands to behave and achieve. _

I picture the effects of this book on my
own students, undergraduate English majors work-
ing toward a teaching credential. The message of
Situations is as clear as it is insidious: “Discard
everything you've learned about excellence of

~expression and the beauties of the language.

Understand schooling as basically an instrument of
oppression. Lower your expectahons as far as nec-
essary to keep everybody happy.” These are exact-
ly the last lessons any young aspiring English
teacher needs, and I hope against hope that no
English education professor will assign Situations
or any other Boynton/Cook Heinemann textbook,
except as a model of how not to think about sy, 1;16

the role they will soon assume: "
) : il

Jeff Zorn teaches in the English Department at.

Santa Clara University,
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J ohn Jay Rehab Resident Chosen Valedlctorlan
' at West Side Med School

ony Carcero the first remdent of
the John Jay Institute for
Rehabilitation ever to finish med-
ical school, gave the valedictory address
at yesterday’s graduation exercises at the
West Side Medical Adrmmstratlon School

of Medicine.

' Speaking to a crowd of four thousand in
an open-air ceremony held in ninety degree heat,
Dr. Carcero first thanked all who had helped him
realize his ambition. Then, as the crowd listened
raptly, he described 'his journey to this
moment via a route that some would call cir-
cuitous, but that was actually the result of
careful planning and of his single-minded
desire to become an emergency room physi-
cian.

As Dr. Carcero told it, his odyssey
began one week after his fifteenth birthday
when, as he sat in the emergency room wait-
ing to have a knife wound stitched up, he saw,
suddenly and clearly, where he wanted his
life’s path to lead. Determined now to
become a doctor, he dedicated himself to
achieving the highest possible grades and
graduated first in his class from high school.
Following graduation, he enrolled in night
courses at the Brooklyn branch of the City of
New York College and did odd jobs during
the day to support himself and help his moth-
er, a widowed, unemployed sewing machine
operator. Then one day he estimated that at
this rate, it would be at least fifteen years
before he could begin to practice medicine
and get his mother off welfare, as it would
take him eight years to finish college and
another four years to complete medical
schootl, after which there was still the matter
of an internship and a residency. There was
also the problem of how he would support himself
while meeting the rigorous demands of medical
school.

Pondering this very question one night as
he rode home from class on the subway, he ran
into an old friend from the neighborhood who had
just completed a six-month prison term for armed
robbery. The friend mentioned that he had taken
several college courses while in the penitentiary
and that he intended to return as soon as possible
to pursue a degree. Something in his old friend’s
comments resonated with Tony, who had himself
narrowly escaped entanglement with the justice
system during his formative years.

Later that evening, while studying for his
Life Choices in the Twenty-first Century exam, he
had what he subsequently came to think of as his
second revelation when he stumbled upon infor-
mation about special programs for juveniles
inclined toward violence.

Carcero concocted a plan that would
enable him to complete his undergraduate work on

By Judith Schumann Weizner

a normal schedule and cut at least two years off the
time he needed to become a doctor. He would rob
a bank and allow himseif to be apprehended withi-
out a struggle, thercby ensuring himself of a three-
to-six-year sentence, during which time he would
be unhampered by the necessity of making a living.

The robbery went off as planned. He was
tried and sentenced (o six years at the John Jay
Instituie for Rehabilitation where he was encour-
aged to pursue his education. He hit the books and
did well. But Carcero had failed to take into
account one thing—an automatic reduction of his

Tony Carcero

sentence for exceptionally good behavior, and
soon he unexpectedly found himself facing release
two weeks before his final exam in molecular biol-
ogy. Not wishing to lose his academic momentum
at this critical time, he waited until the day before
his scheduled release at which time he slugged a
guard, thereby insuring that be would remain long
enough to take the exam. He had gotten through
this crisis, but by now it was clear that if he were
to finish his education without interruption, he
would have to make himself eligible for a longer
sentence that could not be reduced for good
behavior.

A perusal of the penal code gave him the
information he sought, and shortly after his
release be found himself back in the hig house,
having earned a five-year sentence for committing
a hate crime on the wall of a public housing pro-
ject. (Not being prejudiced, Tony had been unable
to bring himself to scrawl more than a large capi-
tal N on the wall before being overcome with
remorse, but that had been enough to send him

back for another five years.)

Back inside, Tony completed his under-
graduate work within fifteen months, and began
his medical studies. Everything went smoothly
until it was time for him to begin his clinical rota-
tions. Then he discovered that the gravity of the
crime—which made it impossible for him to qual-
ify for time off for good behavior—was regarded
as serious enough also to disqualify him for work-
release, a necessity if he were to begin making
rounds.

When Carcero’s application for the
prison’s medical school work-release pro-
gram was refused, he made a slight detour
into the institution’s law library and sued,
basing his argument on the precedent set in
Greenberg v. Rolling Hills Correctional
Facility (Federal Decisions, 1995, vol. 6).

Noting that he was studying at an
institution that could accurately be
described as “inner city” and that fully 92
percent of the population it served was
minority, he argued that he could more
effectively make reparations to that segment
of the population he had offended through
his hate crime if he were assigned to work
among them, adding that he was sure there
was no better way to atone for his deed than
to bring them guality medical care. (In
Greenberg v. Rolling  Hills, Allan
Greenberg, an inmate of the Rolling Hills
Correctional Facility in western Arkansas
convicted of a hate crime, had won the right
to participate in a work-release program
after he argued successfully that his crime,
writing an obscenity on the top of his income
tax form, could better be expiated if be were
forced to work for the very agency he had
demeaned, thereby making his attitude
adjustment an integral part of his sentence.
Once Greenberg prevailed he was put through an
accounting program at public expense and subse-
quently become an auditor in the Internal
Revenue Service.) .

Persuaded by the cogency of this prece-
dent and of Carcero’s argument, the court ruled
in his favor, enabling him to complete his practi-
cal rounds on schedule and graduate yesterday
with his class. In July, he will begin his internship
at the New York City West Side Medical
Administration Hospital.

Following yesterday’s commencement, in
an interview that will be rebroadcast on New
York Channel 99s “After School New York”
every afternoon this week, Dr. Carcero urged
young people to be aware of the blessings of
democracy: “If you get in troubie, don’t blame
the system. You may think the system stinks, but
let me tell you, it can really turn things around
for you. I've learned that the system will
always be there for you if you will only 3 iy
trust it.” //Q

The NEA

Charter \"“

By Daniel
\1.-Gnm-'f!'




	1996 December - Part I.pdf
	1996 December - Part II

