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AFFIRMATIVE

“Death to the fascists, power to
the workers! Death to the fas-
cists, power to the workers!”

he words boomed

across the quad at Cal

State Northridge where

students sat in the
shade eating pizza and drinking
Sprite with bewildered looks on
their faces. The demonstrators
from the Workers World Party
circled through the plaza in a
kind of danse macabre with their
angry placards as the TV cam-
eras zeroed in.

“The cops, the courts, the Ku
Klux Klan, all aré part of the
bosses’ plan.”
_ Across. the quad another
group took up the battle of bull-
horns. It was the Progressive
Labor Party, and they were
ratcheting up the decibel level as
party cadres handed out pam-
phlets. At a card table, a woman
from the Revolutionary Commu-
nist Party, wearing a shirt read-
ing “Mao More Than Ever”

launched a harangue at a coed with a stricken look on her face:
“The capitalist blood-suckers run the whole society and

oppress the workers.”

It all might have been an outtake from the *60s except

NSIDE

AND OTHER FOLLIES ‘

RACISM

for the group called “By Any
Means Necessary” that had car-
pooled down from Berkeley.
They strode through the quad
looking for action and screaming
“Duke, you fascist, we’ll set
your ass on fire!”

Cal State administrators
called By Any Means Necessary
“a group of outside agitators,”
They were secretly angry because
the Berkeley ultras had spoiled
the David Duke Show, which
they, CSUN officials, had helped
student leaders set up. The idea
was a grand one: invite the ex-
Klansman to come to the campus
and debate in favor of Proposi-
tion 209, the initiative which pro-
hibits the state from using race
and gender preferences in state

- employment, education and con-
tracting. They would thereby tar
the California Civil Rights
Initiative, as 209 is also known,
with Duke’s brush and provide
some photo ops for the negative
TV campaign which would be the
last best hope to erase the two-to-
one lead the proposition current-

ly enjoys with California’s voters. Knowing that, if passed, 209
will set the tone for rollbacks of race and gender preferences

nationwide, apologists of such programs have rolled out the

heavy artillery.

Contirived on page 7

INSIDE THE LIBERAL MEDIA ELITE

KAFKA IN VERMONT

By Paul Teetor

n Vermont, working as a reporter for the
Gannett Company gets you daily abuse from
sources, readers, and advertisers, none of
whom particularly like the idea of dealing
with a multibillion-doflar multinational which
prints stories that could be datelined Anywhere
USA. But the Burlington Free Press was the only
game in town as far as being a statewide paper
with the resources for investigative projects, so in
February 1990 I ignored the Gannett connection,
swallowed hard, and accepted a reporting job
there after being assured by the publisher, herself
a former reporter, that things would work out, I

convinced myself that I would be working with a |

few editors who resisted the Gannett mantra of
shorter stories and bigger pictures and who still
cared about serious journalism.

I immediately became a good citizen of the
Gannett Company even though I always thought the cor-
porate slogan, “Gannett: A World of Different Voices
Where Freedom Speaks” didn’t have quite the same ring to
it as the slogan atop the masthead at Newsday, the Long
Island paper I grew up reading in the *50s and "60s: “Where
there is no vision, the people perish.”

In my three years at the Free Press, I attended
dozens of meetings on corporate mandates handed down
from the headquarters in Arlington, Virginia, to our opera-
tion in Burlington, Vermont. There were things I found to
be, at bare minimum, peculiar. Like Gannett’s All
American contest. I found out about this in-house program
shortly after joining up with the Free Press when I noticed
that a surprisingly high number of its photos featured blacks
and Vietnamese, despite the fact that Vermont was 95 per-
cent white, I mentioned this to Jym Wilson, head of the
paper’s photo department, who told me that the photogra-
phers were under standing orders by top editors to get pic-

' Continued on page 11
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Just Say Maybe

Did I actually subscribe to your pamphlet or
is it being sent to me as a form of punish-
ment?

‘As 10 your lead story “Just Say Yes,”
you would not survive a motion to dismiss. If
you want to discover who is a friend of legal-
ization or decriminalization of illegal drugs
consult the Drug Policy Foundation, the
leading advocacy organization for reform of
the present insane and obscene drug laws. In
its current November issue “The Drug Policy
Letter,” Clinton is blasted (1) for not sup-
porting NEPs which he promised to do dur-
ing his 1992 campaign, (2) for supporting
METs and (3) for playing a shell game with
CALEA. The only plus for Clinton is his
support for drug education.

Mr. Collier gives a clue as to your-
irrational thinking as manifest by your sup- -

port of the 70-year failed drug war. You have
switched from lib to conserv—but not to

worry for as Ayn Rand was wont to say they . .me

are opposite sides of the same coin.

Finally, “Falsus in Uno Falsus in

Toto,” you cite a nameless bureaucrat with
apparent approval as forecasting 50 million
new users if cocaine were legalized. FIFTY
MILIL.ION new dimwits from our

_of the nation caused by the “War On Drugs.”

I can think of little to recommend the
“Thing From Arkansas,” but that doesn’t
make Peter Collier correct in this regard.
Legalizing the junk in one war or another is
the only acceptable solution in a free coun-
try. It may or may not increase usage, but
corrupting the nation and paving the state
with prisons is insane. Think—Does anyone
sell cheap jug wine in the elementary
schools? Demon Rum kills far more people
than illegal drugs. Clinton’s new “War On
Tobacco™ is ridiculous, but let’s pget real.
How many people have died from lung can-
cer smoking pot?
Theodore Parker
Fillmore, CA

Peter Collier dismisses the libertarian view

on drug abuse [“Just Say Yes!” September,

“1996] by saying that its “strong appeal . . . is
~that it plays well with the American notion
of rugged individualism and don’t tread on -
2 Aftér this dismissive, anti-intellectual

characterization of the position’s “appeal”

{never mind the merits of the arguments.

behind it), Collier goes on to say that “its .
defect is that it nowhere acknowledges the -
enormous destructive power of psychoactive:

ly, in violation of other people’s rights, in
light of the decriminalization of drug abuse.

Most of all, libertarians claim that it
is morally wrong and bad public policy to
punish people who violate no one’s rights
and who already punish themselves by abus-
ing drugs. They argue that the mere fact that
some vices are far more tempting, far more
difficult to resist, than others does not justi-
fy the paternalistic. actions of the state
against those who lack the strength of will
and character 10 resist. They defend legaliza-
tion on the grounds of principles such as the
right to one’s life; one’s liberty of .conviction
and action, and to one’s private property, all
of which are relentlessly abrogated by the
drug war Mr. Collier’s statist approach to the
problem supports. They add that allowing
the state to intrude upon innocent citizens
for this reason pretty much opens the door
for it to do-it for any other—as William Pitt
(younger) noted, “Necessity is the plea for

‘every infringement of human freedom. It is
. the argument of tyrants; it is the creed of

slaves.” (Speech on the India Bill,  Nov.
1783). -Indeed, libertarians note that the
assumptions underlying the support for the
drug war is exactly what drives the agenda of

the bulk of the Left: the human incapacity to

deal with adversity without the

adult population ! Get real!
Witliam W Evans
Stuarf, FL

Peter Collier made many strong

coercive intrusion of the
mighty state!
Libertarians—albeit
-summoning - somewhat differ-
“ent arguments for their conclu-.

points and revealed much of the

“sion (as it is to be expected

drug problem in “Just Say Yes,”
‘but "in polemical and politically
biased style. When I read, “Those -
close to the issue have no doubt
about where the buck stops,” -1
know two things about the author,
He is an optimist if he thinks th
drug problem can be cured and’l
is politically biased if he thin]
Clinton’s removal is that cure. I am" w
not a player or a partisan and ‘T -
don’t blame the world in man for .
problems like drugs. In fact, if
there were more wolf in man, we
would have fewer problems which
are typical not of wolves but of the
banderlog. '

Willard Olney

serve.com). wﬁers h '%

3692 ‘ot by e-ma

Hesperia, CA

In regard to Peter Collier’s long harangue on
President Clinton’s record in the “War On
Drugs”—

According to U.S. News and World

Report, September 30,
Collier’s percentages are about right, that is,
all teenage drug usage from 1994 to 1995 has
moved up from 8.2 percent to 10.9 percent,
or a 33 percent increase. What is left unsaid,
however, is that teenage drug use in 1995 is

~down 17 percent from 1985.

There are many of us who remember
the horrors of the prohibition era and see the
same corruption developing now due to the
“War On Drugs.” I have never used any ille-
gal drug in my life, but like many other
observant people I believe that the deaths
‘and destroyed lives that drugs are responsi-

1996, Page: 33,.

i —

substances‘_and their ability to cause the dis-:

integration of individual personalities, fami-
lies and communities, and the fact that it is
based on the questionable assumption that

individuals will act less anti-socially when:
drugs are legal and guilt free than they do™
now when they are illegal and stigmatized.” - -
As a libertarian who has often advo-. .
cated drug legalization—e.g., in The Orange

County Register, The Freeman, Reason, and
in several books such as Private Rights and
Public Ilusions (Transaction Books, 1995)—-—
I can tell you that Mr. Collier has got it

wrong. Most libertarians fully acknowledge

all of what Mr. Collier claims they do not.
Most of them do not predict with any mea-
sure of certainty that people “will act less
anti-socially when drugs are legal...etc.”

‘What they claim is that they ought to act less

.from a diverse lot)—not only
find the drug war a sustained,
unremitting violation of indi-
vidual rights but also a demor-
alizing approach to helping
people who find it very tough
to deal with drugs. They con-
sider it a social calamlty when,
" governments posture as
(armed) Florence Nightingales,
thereby displacing the much
- more promising avenue of res-
cue via the work potentially
available from local communi-
ties—families, friends, profes-
sional associations, religious
groups, etc., all of which are
better positioned to address
R drug-related problems than is
any level of govcrnment
This is not the whole story, nor the
whole problem with Peter Collier’s passage
on ‘the libertarian stance. (One would have
expected more care in how he handles the
views with which he disagrees, considering

‘How much fuss there is in Heterodoxy about

the ways others distort the views of its edi-
tors.) In any case, readers of Heterodoxy
who wish to explore the various libertarian
approaches to the problem of drug’ abuse—
including the failed pol1c1es of the federal
and local governments to this problem—can
begin by checking the bibliography of (and
reading) Mark Thornton’s essay, “The
Repeal of Prohibition,” in T.R. Machan and
D.B. Rasmussen, eds., Lzberty for the ZIst
Century (Rowman & thtlefleld 1995).

' Ttbor R. Machan
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yOLDEN SHOWERS: Andres Serrano bagged a
rant of $15,000 from the National Endowment
or the Arts to produce his famous “Piss Christ.”
esides water play, Serrano’s favorite techniques
nd materials include dead animals, brains, blood
nd used Kotex pads. But a taste for the sensa-
onal-—not to say the trashy—has not isolated
erfano in the low-rent district of the artistic
orld. Indeed, this apostle of the excretory is
wch in vogue. To honor Hispanic Heritage
fonth, the Smithsonian Institution invited
srrano to deliver a lecture on

civilian- noncombatants, including engineers,
priests, teachers, peasants and- journalists.” As
Smith put it, they were “pretty murderous peo-
ple,” not led by indigenous people but “by light-
skinned Maoist urban inteliectuals” who reject
the entire concept of human rights as a counter-

- revolutionary bourgeois contrivance. But Morello

is undaunted. “To use a Chomsky quote,” he
responded to criticism of the Peruvian guerrillas,
“the greatest acls of international terrorism are
planned in Washmgton When Smith persrsted in

for the Ethical Treatment of Animals to change
the town’s name, which according to the group
denotes cruelty to animals. In fact, Fishkill, a vil-
lage of 1,930 persons located about 65 miles north

of New York City, was named in the late 1600s by

Dutch settlers. In Dutch, “klll"' doesn’t mean
“slaughter.” It translates “stream.” (According to
Webster’s; the word means “channel, creek (used
chiefly in place names in Delaware and New
York.”) But apparently neither history nor ety-
mology carries much weight with the folks at

PETA, who, as part of their

nportant issues being faced
y contemporary. artists. The .
vent “Frames, Walls and
ooms: The Changing Shapes

LUNA BEACH By Carl Moore

“Save Our Schools” anti-fish-
ing campaign, suggested the
name be changed to Fishsave.

[ Contemporary Art,” fea-
ired “exquisitely crafted
rge-scale color photographs™
" his visceral and scatological
indiwork., Smithsonian
sokesman David Umansky -
lled Serrano “a most signifi-
int Hispanic artist” who had
:en “sclected for the body of
s work.” Body isn’t the word
i it, ‘ ’

HEY WHO LIVE IN
LASS HOUSES: Gay and
:sbian Adolescent Social
:irvices (GLASS) of West -
ollywood, founded in 1984,
aims to be the first agency to
wuse gay and bisexual youth,

LOOKS LIKE A/VO]WE/?
"FOZ//? YEARS.

/We me's 70 MAKE
MY MARK ON

WTOBEA
GREAT
FIRST LADY.

. “Fish are able to feel pain,”
explained PETA spokesman
Davey Shepherd, “and there-
fore to use them for your
enjoyment is wrong.”
Interestingly, Shepherd said
that PETA was not targeting
the nearby village of Catskill
or the Catskill Mountains for
name changes.

THE NORTHRIDGE 6: On
its spanking new  website
(http:www.slip.net/
~jschon/cdaabamn), The
Coalition to Defend Affirma-
‘tive Action By Any Means
Necessary (BAMN) gives its
version of David Duke’s
appearance at Cal State

yunsel them, and place them
ith foster homes. During her
VIl coming-out process as-a
sbisin; founder - and -social- |
orker Teresa DeCrescenzo
me to believe that gays were
derserved and set up
LASS with “queer kids and
leer staff.” “We gave them a
nse of pride,” she says. Now
seems that GLASS provided
cial services for adults too.
fter months of investigation,
¢ state of California cited
imerous instances of sexual
use and molestation, includ-
g a night superwsor who
domized a child, telling him:
‘ou will do what I tell you or
vill beat the shit out of you.”
LASS  President Stan
egler was fond of taking
ildren to his mountain cabin,

MY PLACE

N HISTORY

HAS BEEN

MARRED...
o

o

s

Northridge (described more
accurately in our current lead

MY FRST-
LADYSHIP
HAS BEEN
TA//VTED." .

0

.-story), and also announces
" the formation of a new radi-
cal front: -“All" across the
country, the word went out
that even' the mace, clubs,
and rubber bullets of the
LAPD—more force than any
cops have tried to use on stu-
dents on any campus in the
U.S. in over twenty years—
~could. not' break the desire
‘and "~ willingness of black,
Latino, and other anti-racist
youth to struggle for equality.
The victory at CSUN and the
example of militant, mass
anti-racist fightback [sic] that
it set must be extended

throughout CA now. We
must mobilize all the sup-

porters of affirmative action

1ere he showered them with
s, money and who' knows ' )
1at else. A volunteer met the psychologlcal :
eds of one youth by supplymg_ him with dildos

d gay porn. GLASS officials deny that anything
toward had happened and called the coinplaint
ainst the organization a “witch hunt.” But they
cent]y signed an agreement acknowledgmg
iproper conduct, although for some reason, no
minal charges have been filed and the state
.orney general has never heard of the case.

DAM’S KIDS: As Heterodoxy has noted, old
w lefty Noam Chomsky has become political
sntor .to some ¢utting-edge rock acts. (See
lorn to be ‘Wild,” March 1996) and if Harvard
ad Tom Morello of the band Rage Against the
achine is any indication, the kids are learning -
sir lessons well. The band recently showed up in
oscow wearing caps reading “Commie” and
omoting communism the way Cheech and
1ong once promoted dope. “There’s a perma-
nt culture of resistance here and I feel pretty
mfortable with that,” the insightful Morello
Id Spin journalist R.J. Smith, who got a jolt of
rts when the rocker identified his heroes as
TU’s Sendero Luminoso, an insane revolution-
y group which even the leper—hckmg left at The .
ition magazine admits “frequently murders

his critique of the Shmlng Path, Chomsky-educat-

ed Morello responded, “I think you should take
those reports with a grain of salt. Consider the
source. And I'm not dlsputmg the fact that in lib-
eration struggles there’s often an enormous

amount of violence. The centuries of deprlvatlon :

and brutality that have been heaped upon people
sometimes has a boomerang effect. There” s been
insanely genocidal U.S, -paid- for behavior ¢ on the

part of the Peruvian government ‘When the most.

indigenous rural poor.finally stand up for them-
sclves and take tp arms against their oppressors,
suddenly Uncle Sam starts whining ‘ierrorist! ter-

rorist! terrorist!’” But Smith doesn’t cont_iemn the.
- millionaire ‘rocker for his ‘Sendero sympathies

beécause as it turns out, he’s a Chomsky man too.
As he says,” “Whatever _his  shortcomings,
Chomsky does a useful job. of producing tons of
circumstantial - evidence documenting the
American' juggernaut’s involvement in evils
around the world. And Morelle does a great job
of disseminating the information. “With a few
thousand more Rage Against the Machines and
Noam Chomskys to even the score we’d at least
have a fair fight.” '

FISHSAVE, N.Y.: The village trustees of Flshkﬂ]
N.Y., recently turned down a proposal by People

~ CSUN. student senators,

directed to
ley.edu. . . o _ o

and anyone who believes that
in America racist police can-
not turn on a demonstratxon of anti-racists,
close off their free speech rights, and beat them
into" silence, to come out to defend the
Northridge 6. . ."Duke had been payed [sic]
$4000 by the CSUN student government to

stageé a phony debate on the merits' of the -

Cilifornia ballot initiative Propos1t10n 209, also

_known as the California Civil Rights Initiative-
~(CCRI). From the moment this schemé became

public, BAMN demanded that this disgraceful

expenditure of student funds to give a platform

to a Klansman be shut down. However, the
backed by local
Democratic Party. politicians, MeCha, and Black

- Student Union leaders, insisted on proceeding
~ with this debacle. .

Th:s victory even backed-
off [sic] the Republicans nationally from the

attack on affirmative action. Republican vice- -

presidential candidate Jack Kemp said that he
and Presidential candidate Bob Dole would not
campaign for 209 since it would “tear up” CA.
The fightback at CSUN sent support for 209
down in the polls. The victory at CSUN proved

~ that militant tactics work!” Comments and

grammatical _ corrections should be Y
- cdabamn@uclink4.berke- g

b

et
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lee Me Your HIV

hen you’re in' the news
business, you hear rumors
of a lot of wacky things that
people in government do. You check
the stories out, and 90 percent of the
time they fall apart.

“That’s what I figured was happening
after a researcher with an immigration study
group told me about how the Clinton admin-
istration had bent the rules to make infection
with: HIV a positive factor in gaining the
right to immigrate to the U.S. .

Our immigration policy is nutty, 1

thought, but not that nutty. True, immigra- -
tion policy has been a plaything of the type .

of people who a few years ago
were on the wrong side in the
Cold War, It has been takeén
over by the loony leftists, the
far-out feminists and the radi-
cal gays who still seem deter- -
mined to prove that America is
the worst place on the planet,
although they want to make it
possible for the least likely
people on the planet to come
here. .

But even with all their
skiil, these people couldn’t
convince Clinton to effectively
reverse a ban on HIV immi-
gration that he signed into law
“after Congress forced it on-
‘him in1993. Not that he didn’t -
want'to. In pandering to the
© gay vote in 1992, Clinton had.
promised to lift the ban-on -
HIV immigration if he ‘was
elected., He never got to deliv-
er on that promise because of
another promise he’d made to
the same lobby, to get the mil-
itary to drop its ban on gays..
After the debacle of “don’
ask, dont tell,” a sadder but
wiser Clinton seemed to real-
ize' that catering to militant
gays was political death with
middle -America. And so,
when Congress wrote the HIV

By Paul Mulshme

-per’son' being given preference - simply -

because he had HIV.

1 started to have doubts about Ms.
Jenks. Perhaps she had simply gotten con-
fused. Surely if the Clinton Administration
had done something this crazy it would have

shown up in the Washington Post or the New

York Times. 1 did a database search and
found nothing. I began to lose faith in the

- story. By the time Jenks got back from vaca-
tion, I had largely given up. But I called her
back anyway.

Within minutes of my call, Ms. Jenks
had faxed a number of documents that pro-
vided a paper trail proving her assertion.
They were:

-Positive

age person, but in asylum law, these are the
magic words.. As proven by . . .

3. The July &; 1996, report of the case of a
certain HIV-positive illegal alien from Togo
who applied for and was granted asylum on
the basis-of his membership in the “particu-
lar social group” of HIV-positive persons.
This man (who, interestingly enough, did-not
appear to be gay, according to the reports)

~did not make much of an argument about a
“well-founded fear of persecution,” as

required by law, but instead simply argued
that the African nation of which he was a cit-
izen did not take the AIDS epidemic as seri-
ously as does the United States. “He testified
that drugs to treat his illness

ban into law a vyear ‘later,
Clinton had little ch01ce but to
“sign it.

"When Rosemary Jenks, director of

policy analysis for the Immigration-Studies :

" Center in Washington, first told me that the
ban was being lifted, I didn’t pay much atten-

tion. 1T was writing an article about another -

aspect. of our national immigration. policy,
and the information that Ms. Jenks gave me
for that article turned out to be quite useful
and-accurate, so the next week I decided to
call her'back and follow up on the 1eac1 about
- HIV immigration. "

But Jenks had gone on vacation. So 1

asked one of her assistants if he could pro-
* “vide the data to back up her assertion. He did

his best, faxing me piles of excerpts of immi-
- gration ‘cases. They were interesting, -but
inconclusive. There was one case of a gay
male from Brazil who argued that he should
* be -granted asylum because. gay males are

* treated poorly in-Brazil. This argument was .

"' questionable -at best; asylum.is supposed to

" be reserved for those who face -governmental -
- persecution.- Clearly, Brazil has hundreds of -

" thousands-of gays who get along without hav-

ing to emigrate to the U. S But ‘the man got '

asylum anyway.
o There were a few other sumlar cases.
© All were abuses of the asylum system-of the

- sort- that have become normal in a nation -
~“that just-can’t say no. But none involved a -

. 1. A request by -the Presidential Advisory
- Council enr HIV/AIDS that the Immigration

and Naturalization Service should waive
-.deportation and grant asylum “based on the
- social group of HIV-positive individuals.”

This iin .itself was relatively meaning-

" less. The Advisory-Council exists largely asa

sop to' the militant.gay lobby. Its goal is to

- make the Clinton Administration look good _

to gays, but its recommendations are usually

-s0 far out in left field that no one takes them ‘
: serlously But m thls case:

2. Somehow this recommendation got off the
~wish list and onto. the . desk of David A.
- Martin, general counsel to-the INS..On Féb.
16 of “this year, he issued a directive to all

reglonal and district INS attorneys on. the
- _subject entitled:: “Seroposnmty for HIV and

relief from deportation.” The memo repeated
the. Advisory. Council: request-and then went

on to state that “this memorandum doesnot
" purport to recogmze a new class of claimants. -
for_relief from deportation.”. Aftér a bit. of

legalese however, it seems to do exactly. that.

It cites-a discussion’ of the issue prepared by
- the Whité House that defines HIV-p051t1ve
. people. as a “particular social group” subject
" to persecution. “Particular social group™.is a

term-that may sound meaningless to'the aver- - .

type,

Everything he said was

are either scarce or nonexistent
_in the Ivory Coast and Togo.”
And that was that. The
“work of Congress was neatly
undone. Now about three mil-
lion or so African AIDS vic-
tims (virtually all of whose
cases met the lenient criteria
laid" down in the Togo case)
- could be eligible for asyium if
they could catch' a- flight to
Anmerica.
' As 1 noted, it seemed
" incredible to me that an act of
- Congress- could: be so neatly
and cleanly reversed with little
-or no publicity. T began calling
the Clinton people to find out
|..-who to cengzatulate.;
I began by calling the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service. The spokesman there
“was only dimly aware of the
policy. At first, he told me I
must be mistaken. But once 1
read him the faxes, he agreed
| _that the INS did indeed seem
| to have endorsed a new policy.
""He told me that they were just
following orders, which had to
“have come from the White
House

T Iy

_ ~ So I called the White
~ House and got a spokesman for
' the National AIDS Policy
" Office. He was a most unusual
a spokesman who couldn’t speak.’
“on background.”
This seemed moderately nutty to me, but
then so does the idea of permitting into this
country people who are destined soon to
become very expensive wards of the state.

But 1 played along and asked if anyone had
studied the financial impact of opening

-~ immigration to. HIV-positive people. Not

that he knew of, he said. How about the

. impact on the spread of the dlsease" Same

thing.. -
Who came- up w1th this policy" It
must have been the INS, he said. T toild him

. that the INS sa1d it came from the ‘White
- House I cited the memo t'rom INS General

Counsel Martin.
_ At this point, the spokesman trled to
assure me that the rulmg, though undeniable,

‘ would ‘have little impact. It would affect only.
" avery tiny number of immigrants' who would:
‘be admltted for humanitarian reasons : :

_ T quoted the Togo case. _ :
7 “Doesn’t this mean,” 1 asked my__—
anonymous 1nterlocutor ““that anyone from

- Togo could clalm asylum in' America?”

“Not exactly, he said. Each case. would

-be considered on an 1nd1v1dual ‘basis. True, I

noted, but now, that the hurdle had been set
this low vn'tuaily anyone could meet the cri-
L : - Continued on-bottom of page 6



point, would you want to live

- But the fact is that academic

radical theory came to light in a

* Liberal’

 HETERODOXY

The; Corruption of Cnmmology

eople may laugh at the feminist

who called Newton’S' Principia

Mathematica a “rape manual,”
but ideas, even stupid ones, have conse-
quences. Thls is particularly true of the
politically correct ideas which afflict the
world of higher education—not just in
the humagnities but in the sciences as
well. Would you want to drive over
bridge built by someone who studied
politically correct engineer-

By Steven Hayward

the -“publish—or-*perish”. game.- In addition to .

articles such as “Culture Conflict and Crime in

Alaskan Native Villages” and “Police Officers’ .

Perceptions of the Nigeria Police Force” (both
found in the Journal of Criminal Justice, 1995),

"my favorite is a 1992 article in the Journal of

Criminal Justice entitled “leerty, Restraint,
and  Criminal Justice: - Gerald Ford’s
Presidential Concerns,” by George Felkenes,
who teaches at my alma mater, Claremont
Graduate School. The essay is full of profundi-

crlmmal offenses - in the Soviet” Umon .are
administered in a consistent and rational man-
ner, much as. they are in other highly developed
societies.” -

More recent offerlngs in radlcal crimi-

nology have retreated further behind the barri-
cades of deconstructionist cant, but all the hall-
marks of decayed Marxism are still evident.
There is much talk of “late capitalism” and
“accumulation,” which is actually a snotty
euphemism for prosperity. Even an article with

a promising title such as “The

ing? Probably not. More to the

in a society whose criminal jus-
tice system was de31gned by
people who give a whole new
meaning. to the term “P.C,
Police”? Again, probably not.

criminology has fallen into the
same fever swamp of Marxist,
deconstructionist, -and race-
class-gender bending that
afflicts so many other precincts
of the intelligentsia. But
unlike, say, the takeover of
English literature, ‘where the
only consequence is system-
atized silliness, the attempt to
remake our attltudes.toward
crime and punishment-has. life
or death implications.

How deeply penetrated the
field of criminology has become by

recent survey of academic journals
that Lance Izumi and I conducted as
a part of background research for a
study of crime and punishment in
California. Our study was based on
the fact that California, like several

other states, has passed a tough “three strikes -
and you’re out” law, sending third-time felons.- -
‘away for 25 years to life, and causing a drum- -
beat of criticism regarding the expense of build:
ing the prison space to accommodate the num:
~ ber of criminals who could be sentenced under’

this law. (Leftists and liberals say we can't
“build our way out” of the prison space short-
age, but they never say we can’t “build our way”

day because we don’t have enough classroom
space for all of them.) Our study demonstrated

“that because crime is very costly 10 Soclety (a

recent Clinton Justice Department report put
- this criminology is generated by professors of -

* outcof a school classroom shortage, or that we '
should only send kids to schiool for two hours a

the cost of crlme to the U.S. at more than $450 -

~ billion a year) putting hab1tua1 cnmmals:
" behind bars is irt fact highly cost-efféctive.

In doing our research, we had beén pre- -

: pared to find, as UCLA’s Fames' Q. Wilson has

observed, that “mafiy (probably most) criminol-

- ogists thmk we use prison (00 miuch and at too
© gréat a cost. and that this excesswe use ‘has had

little beneficial effect on' the . crime” rate.”
‘sentimentalism about

has become driother” forum”for radical ‘theory

., that is largely unconnected w1th the real world,
S et alone common sense,

1t is naturally to be expected that the ~
academlc ]ournals of crlmmology would Have
" their share of medlocre and ifrelevant offermgs
“that find their" way into print on]y because of

the often -
~ deplorable social backgrounds of criminals. is
_ ohe thing; it is qu1te shockmg to find* a large =
" body of so- called crlmmol(’)gy that has httle
interest in- actual crlmmal pathologles or the -
.. harm suffered by victims of crime. But we were °
not | prepared for' the dlscovery that’ criminology -

" nation.” :
- Felkenes reminds us that Ford was unelected,

Penalty of Hand Amputation for
Theft in Islamic Justice” (co-written
by Abdullah Alobied of King Fahad
Security University!), in a 1994 issue
of the Journal of Criminal Justice,
‘turns out 10 be a paean to cultural
relativism, -
- Topics worthy of mvestlga—
~tion are. often perverted. For
* instance, the Journal.of Criminal
Justice published an article in 1991
about . “Public Versus Private
Control: A ‘Reassessment.” Now
here is a significant issue: as public
. law enforcement efforts have been
overwhelmed by the huge increase in
crime, the private sector has had 1o
hire its own private security forces,
and it has been asserted that private
sector security forces now outnum-
ber regular police officers in the U.S.
Private policing may, in fact, be more
effective than- the repular police,

" But what does this article have to say
about this important topic? The rise
in private police, the authors con-
clude, is mostly about “ideology and
surveillance in late" capitalist soci-

ety,” best understood through
“Foucault’s -concept of ‘surveil-
lance.””

In current criminology, “late

ties such as this: ;‘Gei'ald Ford. attempted to bal-
-ance liberty with responsibility and restraint,
and individual freedom with the needs of the

(What a statesman!) Professor
which meant that “There. was no consensus of
the elaborate [sic—electorate?].”

Beyond this flatulence, however, hes an
equally large body of self-described “radical

~ criminology” that combines the worst of ideol-
. ogy, social science methodology and jargon.

This radical cnmmology dominates many issues

- -of academic journals, to the exclusion of topics

that are worthy of academic scrutiny. Much of

‘sociology, and it has been:going on for a:long
. time. Raymond Michalowski, a professor: of .
- soeiology .at- the:TUniversity ‘of North Carolina,
wrote in a 1982 issue of the now-defunct journal -

Crime and Social Justice that “any resolution to

. thé contemporary crime problem will necessi- _ .
- tate some’ form of transition to some form of
-socialism,” because, as we all know, “crime in its .
-broadest -sense is based in class confhct
- (Italics in original.) ":: e S
" Crime and Socaal Jusuce was a pubhca— .
. tion of the Institute for the'Study of Labor.and ..
+:Bconomic - Crisis in- San- Francisco. Before it -
- folded in the late 1980s, the Institute published
<an article by a Seoviet “criminologist”. B.V. .
. Korobeinikov, ‘who 'was : describéd - with' a

-straight -face as-“Deputy Director of-the. All-
" ‘Union, Institute of ‘the Study. of Causes; .and
: Elaboratlon Cof
“Prevention”
- modernized” Soviet . Union, -the: -article. pro-
. claimed, “the -ordinary. problems- of-civil and -+

: ki

Measures®  for
.in-Moscow. In.the “econ‘omiea‘lly

_tions-commercial

< Crime
- Department  of -
=,V-Development at. the Umversny of Wisconsin.

e we o Continued ontop: ofpageé

capitalism” elicits more academic
interest than “late (as in deceased)
socialism.” Even Crime & Delinquency, by far
the least corrupt of the academic journals (it is
among the many solid journals in thé Sage
Publications stable, and has published many
good articles on relevant current topics such as

community policing and enhanced probation),

contains a series of articles about the “correc-
complex.” Still getting
mileage out of the Eisenhower era, one set of

~-authors asserts that “corrections policy is fash-

ioned within a corrections-commercial complex

_akin to the military-industrial complex that
.operates the.defense industry.”. A’ more recent

article in Crime & Delinguency (January 1996)
decried. the “monetary colonization of criminal
justice™ by corporations who offer to save the

_taxpayers money by privatizing prison facilities,

The unstated premise of this essay is that we

_either-needn’t or shouldn’t put people in prison.
The authors of .the “corrections-commercial

complex” complain that “Spending for correc-
tions is monumental and growing.” Let’s see: all

levels of.government in the U.S. spend about
835 billion a yéar for prisons and jails; we spend
.~over $700.billion for health; welfare, education,

and housing (not including Social Security and
Medicare); and nearly-$300 billion for. national

. defense.. Spending -$35 billien for prlsons is
rnonumental" ;

. Two other egreglous artlcies in C'nme &

Detmquency about -the supposed ideology -of
_.news .media: coverage of crime are worth men-

tioning. The lead author of both articles is

Melissa . Hickman Barlow; a‘_professor at_the

Social . Change- . and

" because it avoids bureaucracy, etc.

I
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‘Corruption of Criminology, continued from page5 -

Barlow and -her co-authors argue ,-that.“media
representation is ideological, in that.it distorts -

the problem of crime in ways that support the
interests of the capitalist class. . .” This has to

be quoted at length to appreciaté its full absur- -

dity: “media portrayal of crime escaldtes the

threat of crime and de-emphasizes the fact that
-most crime is simply property acquisition, .. ,

Perhaps even more. telling is the finding' that

only 3 percent of references to the employment

status of offenders in the crime news articles
refer to offenders as unemployed. Given the
relationship between unemployment and ¢rime,

- this seems a particularly egregious inversion of .

the harsh social reality of crime in late capital-
ist society.” But the worst problem of this ideo-
logical media bias, the authors state, is that
criminals, especially criminals from minority
groups,

These sentiments indicate the preva-
lence of the new academic trinity of “race, class,
gender” in criminology. There is much huffing
and puffing about how minorities aré “overrep-
resented” among arrestees, as though we
should have strict proportlonal quotas on
arrests, The Journal of Criminal Law and
Criminology, published at
University School of Law, devoted a special
issue in 1994 to “Gender Issues and the
Criminal Law.” One article pondered the radi-
cal dilemma of whether “gender is subordinate
to class.”

regularity of criminality,” i.e., men commit. most

crimes. This omission has “become a legacy of .
cr1m1nolog1cal Marxism.” But of course, leaving .
the girls out of the p:cture is akln to being a -

class oppressor these days, so to correct this
sexism,, the  authors assert. that “The -relation

between _oclal class and crime.is structured by e
‘The reason that men and women com- -
mit crtmes at different rates (they should com- .
mit crimes at equal rates?) i is that “the mecha-

gender.”

“are presentied as predators on society.”™

Northwestern-

The authors gloss over the fact that .
“Neither Marx nor Engels noted the gender

of p_rtsons

nisms. of control exerted over. males: and =
"o females in. the workplace. are distinct.” "And

this, of course, flies.in the face of the first.prin-

“ciple- of correct’ thmkmg that unemployment
. causes crime.

In “Race Class and Support for Poltce
Use of Force,™ an article in a 1994 issue of

- Crime, Law and Social Change (published. in-

the Netherlands), two sociologists-are shocked
and scandalized to discover that “a patiern is
found of groups with greater power, status and
advantages (whites, males, the more educated
and the more wealthy) being more likely to
favor pohce use- of force than are. less privileged
groups

It is possible to find entire arttcles pur-
portedly about crime that hardly mention the
subject at all. Instead, they spend their time
mulling over the necessity for better “etiology”
of the root causes of crime, or about whether
the university is in fact a foree for the kind of
sweeping social change that is necessary to

_transform society and rid us of crime. You have
-to look carefully to find scholarly articles

exploring the cost-effectiveness of prison,
investigating whether higher rates of incarcera-
tion reduces the crime rate, or discussing the

‘correlation between welfare pathologies and
_crime—which are, of course; éxactly the kind of

investigations that would actually assist policy

-makers and legislators. Thereare no articles to
- be- found on the subject of -black-on-white

crime; or on the growing phenomenon of racial-
ly rnonvated_ ‘jury nulification” such'as we saw

in the Simpson verdict. Also absent is any dis-
_ cussion of the oldest reason for prison: punish-
_ment. Crlmmology today is almost_exclusively

concerned with utility 1 rather than justice, -
One reason for thlS dearth of: sensible

: scholarshlp 1s, that scholars who do undertake

d.for, reaching politically

mcorrect conclustons Prmceton s:John. Dilulio
‘has been blasted for hlS research into rec1d1v1sm

high- -rate offenders and the cost-effectweness
Most unforgtvable in- academic

-precincts; Dilulio has said kind things about

“three - strikes” sentencing "laws. He bluntly
declaresthat the “root cause™ of crime is simple:
criminals. He quotes Ben Wattenberg S common

- sense rationale for locking up bad guys: “A thug
_in prison can't shoot your sister.”

But far from
the ri'ght wing ideologue he is accused of being,

-Dilulio is a Democrat; and recently received a

$250 000 grant from the Ford Foundation. Still,

* his peers claim that DtIulto “doesn’t act like an

academic.”

The good news is that the public is
utterly unconvinced ‘by radical criminology,
whether of the softer “root causes” kind preva-
lent in the Great: Society days, or the newer,
politically correct varietly. As Joseph Bessette, a
former Chicago prosecutor and official with the
U.S. Department of Justice and now professor
of political science at Claremont-McKenna
Coliege puts it: “There is currently in the
American criminal justice system an enormous -
disjunction between reasonable public opinion
about appropriate levels of punishment for seri-
ous crime and the actual levels of puntshment-
meted out by our criminal justice institutions. .
There is unmistakably in this country a deep

* sense that something is fundamentally wrong:

that the guilty too often escape their just
desserts that the justice system is a revolving
door that our governing 1nst1tutlons have falled
to protect the innocent.”

The big quest10n is whether the peopie
trying to deal with crime and punlshment w1ll be

‘able to continte to cut through the vapors ‘escap-
ing from the academy. Or will their pragmatism
" and good common sense somehow be able Iy

to w1thstand the tox1c cloud"
//l

.S'teven Hayward s vice prcs:dent for research
' for the Paczftc ‘Research Institute,
-Franctsco based

a San
n!{’c tank e recenr[y co-
authored ( with Lance Izumt) a study of crime in

_Cahforma entttled Crime and Punishment .in

California: Are We Too Tough Or Not Tough
Enough‘? '

Give Me Your HIV-Positive, continued from paged

teria, couldn t they’? He dldn’t have a snappy.'

rejoinder.
. I also noted that INS General
- Counsel Martin works for Attorney General
Janet Reno and Reno works for Clinton. Did

this or did this not mean Clinton was respon- .

sible.for the policy? :

“The Clinton Admmlstration stands
by the policy,” he said. Then he told me 1
couldn’t use his-name.

I tried the Whlte House press offlce

and the Clinton campaign “lesbian and gay
affairs  coordinator.” No. comment,

responsibility: for.

For good reason. Thls is a pohcy that :

would appall anyone with common - ‘sense,
i.e., the average voter. Why spend billions
fighting AIDS if we are going to import new

‘the whole idea of democracy and the rule of
law. If bureaucrats in-Washington can, with
no public notice, effortlessly reverse an act of
Congress, then what’s the. pomt of passmg
laws?

: And_reverse it on such ~flagrant1y
false grounds. As the AIDS lobby-never tires
of telling us, anyone can get AIDS. (This
isn’t really true, but it’s their argument, not

mine). People with HIV have nothing in.
common other than their disease—which -

happens to be the very reason they were
excluded under the 1993 law. What we have
here is a sort of bureaucratic aikido in which
the force of the lawmakérs is turned against
themselves to produce an opposite result.
Rosemary Jenks notes that this sort
of weaseling is the rule rather than the

‘sored persecution,”

. The
Clinton - Administration stands by a policy -
that no one in that admlmstratmn will adm1t e

'exception when it comes to-immigration law.-
~#This-has been very typical,” she says,
“Instead of making a decision, they.just cre-

ate a new category. It’s like a Christmas tree.

-Instead of taking anythmg away, they ]ust put
- on another ernament.”

- Jenks says her personal favorlte isa

move by radical feminists to-make women a -
fparticular ‘social group.” This would make

that half of the earth’s populatton eligible for

asylum.

“.Pohtlcal‘ asylum is -for state-spon~
she says. “They are leav-
ing it purely:in the discrimination of immi-

gration judges, who tend to expand rather

than narrow any guidelines.”
Jenks says the next logical step w1ll

- be for a potential immigrant with some other

excludable disease to make an argument that

he is being denied-equal protection in the -

quest for asylum. “Any kind- of disease that

- requires long-term medical care, they’ve got
cases? Even worse than the thteat to our- -
national interest, however, is the threat to

a claim. You could file a‘discrifiination suit if

“you have tuberculosis and'say,"I can’t get in
~and someone with"AIDS is'gétting in.’

-3y

_ - Tuberculosis is more highly communi-
cable than AIDS, of course. But again this is

an area where the militant gays come smack
- up -against their own Tthetoric: For yéars
-they’ve been arguing that' anyone, gay "or. .-
~ straight, monogamous or libertine, risks get-
‘ting AIDS if condoms are not used. Katherme _
Hanssens of the Lambda Legal Defense and

Education Fund, a gay and lesbian advocacy
group, told me, “Our position is that there are
a lot of people in Congress who don't under-
stand how HIV is spread. I think there is an
assumption of people that they pose a threat
to other people’s health. The judgment about
the ways in which people become HIV-posi-
tive is related to homophobia.”

Actually, and fortunately, AIDS is

‘nowhere near as communicable as the gays

would have us believe. But if HIV-positive
immigrants acted in. the same sexual way as
HIV-positive. citizens, they would infect
other people at the rate of about 3 percent a
year. So for every 10,000 such immigrants, we .
could expect about 300 additional infections

- a year. -

: Many. :Americans are.also concerned
that people with HIV will come to this coun-
try needing medicai care won’t be able to pay-
for it, Hanssens said. However, there is a pro-
vision in the law that persons with HIV who
win -an exemption must show they can pay
for their medical: care. The only exception
Jis—surprise!~—for those who are granted asy-
lum. They can get free medical care, pald for
by the taxpayers.-

“Immlgrants with HIV are not the

straw - that’s going to break the back.of the

health care system,”. Hanssens .claims. *And
perhaps she is right.. However, it’s hard to see
how their immigration will.do America-any

. good. :And- it’s also:- hard to . see ‘why the-
. President’s Advisory Council on HIV-AIDS,

-which is theoretically supposed to be reduc-
ing the number of AIDS cases.in -America,
would seek an immigration change that can. -
only increase that number. ‘

. These would make mterestmg ques-

. ttons for President Clinton. So far, however,

no one’s raising them. The only people who
seem to be aware of the new policy are the
lawyers for gay-rights groups. And they will
do their best to-widen the opening. Hanssens
'made clear: to me the ultimate goal of
Lambda and the other radical gay groups:
“We shouldn’t be excluding people at XM
all on the bas1s of HIV ” : ‘/16

Paul Mulshine ts-a"columnist for the Star
Ledger in Newark, New Jersey.




Affirmative Racism, continued from page I

_ . Casting the deciding vote to bring Duke -
“on campus was Vladimir Cerna, president of the
Associated Students. Since entering the country
illegally from El Salvador a decade ago, the sociol-
ogy and Chicano-studies major has enjoyed some-
thing of a charmed life. He .entered Roosevelt
High in Los Angeles as Vladimir Ilich Funes then,
because of a brush with the law, he explains,
changed his last name to Cerna in 1990. He was
hired by VISTA, a federal anti-poverty agency, to
help launch Bill Clinton’s new national service pro-
gram. He spoke at an international conference
about Proposition 187, the anti-illegal immigrant
initiative’ of two years ago, on a bill with leftist
Cuatemoc Cardenas of Mexico’s Democratic
Revolutionary Party and Ruben Zamora of the
Democratic Revolutionary Front, the political
~wing of El Salvador’s FMLN guerrillas.

Cerna says his father and uncle were tor-
tured and executed by the Salvadoran government
but he declines to discuss their political affiliations.
And in the May Day, 1995, Los Angeles Times he
waxed nostalgic about the 1992 L. A. riots, “Yes,
those were the good old days,” Cerna wrote. “Isnt
it amazing what a burning city can do? Think about
it, what protests, elections, city councils and elect-
ed representatives could not do, smoke did in three
days.” Setting the city’s ass on fire, 50 to speak, had
prompted the government to pump in millions of
dollars but now, alas, “the money has long stopped
flowing. We are stuck with harsh new realities. .
we keep piling up reasons to be angry.” No i money,
no peace, in other words.

The Duke invitation, Cerna and the others
must have thought, was to create a syllogism that
would overcome an initiative whose inspiration
and basic language comes from the 1964 Civil
Rights Act. David Duke favors Prop 209, David
Duke is a racist, therefore anybody who votes for
209 is a racist. But the college administrators and

‘student leaders hadn’t cotinted o the arrival of By

Any Means Necessary, leftists who refused the
“progressive” label and also refused to go along
with the charade. Even before Duke could begin to
debate with Joe Hicks, a local black spokesman for
the anti-209 forces, inside the Northridge Center
Auditorium, the Berkeley radicals had begun
banging on the windows, engaging in shouting
matches with other leftists and finally pelting the
police, and their horses, with rocks and bottles.
When the police pushed them back, TV cameras
caught the drama, but the script had been altered.
The riot, not the debate, became the shiow.

As George Skelton observed in the Los
Angeles Times, when the Berkeley vanguard
turned its wrath on the police, it became the equiv-
alent of anti-187 demonstrators waving Mexican
flags two years ago, and in his opinion swung the
spotlight away from Duke and swung voters
toward a “yes” vote on the initiative as well.

en Phillip Leonard, whose actual title at
Cal State Northridge is Director of Political
Awareness, took the podium on debate day,
September 25, the sound system was still piping in
tenor man Ernie Watts’ “Moonlight Serenade,” a
mellow but weird backdrop for the banshee wails
from the communists outside. Leonard, who is
black, urged everyone to look inside to see if there
might be “a little bigot in each of us.”

Judging by the dirty campalgn thus: far
waged by anti-209 forces, there is a large bigot in
many members of the California left. Consider a
piece that appeared in the Qakland Tribune, which
has positioned itself as a megaphone for the forces
bashing the CCRI. “Let bigotry continue—only let
it be redemptive bigotry. Let it smash that evil race
.which wielded it so effectively for so long,” wrote
Douglas Allen in the Tribune, which delicately
headlined the piece “Ward Connerly is Wrong to
be a Tool of Whites.”

“No one is allowed to get away w1th bemg
.color blind or race-neutral,” Allen stated in his

- piece about the black chairman of the CCRI cam-
paign. “To judge the individual is pernicious and
just shows how duplicitous people can be. . . the
white man who would argue against racial prefer-
“ences is obviously concerned to maintain the cen-

APWide World Photos
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turies-old po_we_r structure that keeps the black -

man down. The black man standing shoulder-to-
shoulder with him is a lackey.” Allen was at least
willing to openly champion state-sponsored big-
otry against the white devils. But other anti-209
bigotry did not prove so redemptive.

Richard Alarcon of the Los Angeles Clty.‘:
Council, which twice took a voté to officially
declare 209 “racist,” has compared CCRI to Mein

Kampf. San Diego City councilman George

Stevens, who believes that “racism is the founda- .
tion of this.country,” called 209 “the most racist ini- .
tiative that has ever been put-on the ballot.” Norm.

Hoise of the ACLU called the measure -“a
Republican tool to draw out the xenophobes and
hatemongers.”

'In the real world, however, the hatemon- E
gers all seemed to be on the other side. In one cam- -

pus appearance, black 209-supporter Shelby Steele

(The Content of Our Character) was called a “house -

slave,” just one of a number of colorful epithets he
has faced. Likewise, black businessman Ward
Connerly, the UC Regent who led the fight to ban
affirmative action at the university, has been
smeared as an “Uncle Tom” so many times he has
lost count. Sen. Diane Watson attacked him for the
crime of being married to a white woman, accusing
him of not wanting to be black. Former Com-
munist Party USA presidential candidate Angela
Davis, who has spent her life defending white com-
munist dictators, toured campuses denouncing
Connerly, whose front lawn was recently vandal-
ized by students from UC campuses. Unknown
-assailants also plastered Connerly’s office w1th graf-
fitt and shot out his windows..

The Oakland Tribune published & cartoon
showing a dry-cleaning shop, “Connerlys Ethnic
Cleansers,” with Klan-like robes hanging inside.
During the church burning furor, ‘the Sunday

Examinér’ and Chronicle in San Franciseo showed
two’ gleeful miefi labeled “CCRI) gas’can- ifi ‘hand;
“affirmative:

fleeing “&“burning” church labeléd -
action.” The L.A. Weekly ran a photo of Klansmen
burning a ¢ross, captioned “Unidentifiéd CCRI sup-
porters celebrate thie recent advances in their strug-

gle for Civil Rights,” and a picture of Duke cap-

tioned “Support Prop. 209 Demand Your Civil
Whites!” An accompanying interview featured

Filiberto Gonzalez, chairman of CSUN'’s chapter of ‘

MEChA [Movimiento Estudianti Chicano de
Aztlan}, which includes Vladimir Cerna. MEChA is
the irredentist group that believes the American
southwest belongs to pure members of the Raza and
must be ethnically cleansed of Anglo filth. “David
Duke, Pete Wilson—they’re one and the same,”
Gonzalez said, adding irrelevantly that an unidenti-
fied “reporter” had just told him that “the second-
largest group of contributors to David Duke’s cam-
paign are from the San Fernando Valley.”

Supporters of race preferences also forged
a letter from Duke to Ward Connerly, on Duke’s let-
terhead, thanking him for encouragement and
adding “your financial contribution was also very
generous.” But the attacks ‘were not limited to
Connerly,

shirts on now, but by the time we’re done with
them, they’ll be pretty dirtied up,” growled
Democratic Party adviser Bob Mulholland, refer-
ring to CCRI authors Glynn Custred and Tom
Wood who, though constantly slandered have
remained models of decorum.

Mutholland is a protége of Tom Hayden and

learned his trade in the push for rent control and

“economic democracy, ' Hayden’s quaint e_uphemlsm'-
for socialism. Mulhollands plan to check whether

Wood and Custred have “paid their taxes, inappro-

priately touched students; or evér been involved in

lawsuits” got him denounced as a slime peddler by
the Sacramiento Bee and San Francisco Chronicle.
Spared such scorn was San Fraricisco Mayor Willie
Brown, who as an assemblyman sponsored a mea-
sure to have California’s university graduation rates,
as well as admissions, reflect the demographics-of the
staie’s population. A Democratic legislature passed a
bill mandating the absurd scheme, which, although
‘vetoed by Pete Wilson, prompted academics Wood
and Custred to draft the California Civil Rights
Initiative in the first place,

Brown urged students at Cal State

“These two professors may have- whlte-

Hayward, where Custred teaches anthropology, to
“just terrorize him.” In the early going, Brown said
that if CCRI passes “it won't be on the basis of any-
thmg except pure, unadilterated exploitation of
racism.” Longtlme observers of Brown see the San
Francisco mayor as the one who tried to leverage cor-
porate power against. 209, as exemplified in the clos-
et drama of Pacific Gas and Electric’s coming out in
opposition to the measure.

The San Francisco-based Greenllmng

‘Coalition, which represents a number of minority
- advocacy. groups, had for some time blasted PG&E

for the way it awards. contracts to nnnonty—owned

businesses. In 1994, the Coalition gave the utility a
“D” for its record with Latinos. Partly as a result of _

this attack, San Francisco politicians have discussed

 replacing PG&E with a city-owned municipal utility..
Enter Willie Brown, who has enjoyed a long-term -

relationship with the utility giant, As  Assembly
Speaker, he pressured PG&E to award a $3 million
contract to a firm whose black owners included
Johnny Cochran, the dapper O.J. Simpson lawyer

who has also contributed financially to-the anti-209-

campaign. So when PG&E boss Stanley Skinner
came out against 209—a measure which deals only

. with public entities and would not affect this private
" company—many again saw the hand of Brown, who,

as the city’s new mayor, wields enough clout to keep
the company’s lucrative monopoly in place.

. Brown and the Greenlining Coalition also
tried to pressure California corporate heavyweights
Hewlett Packard, ARCO, Levi Strauss and Southern
California Edison to join PG&E in a group that would
have formed a potent force against 209. But after
Skinner came out of the closet, Gov. Pete Wilson put

~ on the gloves and thumped the utility. boss for his

hypocrisy in saying he opposed quotas while opposing
a measure that would do away with them. Since then
the corporationsthave remained for- the most part on
the sidelines of the 209 battle leavmg the femlmsts to
man the barncades S :

One reason that the 206 battle ‘has not galva-
nized the 1mag1nauon of the entire country, as
initially predlcted is that the opponents of the mea-
sure have not Jomed the issue and debated the mer-
its of affirmative action. In the early stages of the
campaign, they tried to frame-it as an issue of
racism. But that did not resonate with voters, with
the proposition retaining its two-to-one support.
Then, late last spring, opponents abruptly changed

‘their line. What was wrong with the California Civil

Rights Initiative, it turned out, was not so much
that it was racist but that it would send women back
to the Stone Ages.

" Jesse Jackson and others who saw
California as a battleground fell into line, also claim-
ing that white women would be the 209% chief vic-
tims because of the proposition’s Clause C, which
does not prohibit “bona fide qualifications based on
sex which are reasonably necessary to the normal
operation of public employment, public education,
or public contracting.” Jackson parroted the femi-
nist line that 209 would “gut” protectlons for

women and introduce a new sexist reign of terror

based on gender bias.

Willie Brown crowed on CNN that CCRI
oppdnents would defeat the measure by putting “a
white woman’s face” on the initiative. And radical

feminists Eleanor ‘Smeal, Patricia Ireland and oth-
ers did assume leadersh1p of the ant1-209 campaign,

issuing scare warmngs to their snsters up and down
the state. The only ‘problem was that mtelhgent
successful women on the other side, both
Republicans and Democrats, pointed out, t_he falla-
cy of their- argument. As CCRI co-chairs- Pam
Lewis and Gail Heriot noted, the.language of
Clause C had been taken right out of existing law
and had been putinto the initiative to prevent such

scenarios a$ male prison guards’ strip- searchlng‘

female prisoners or- allowmg boys to compete on
girl’s sports teams.

, “I have absolutely no respect for those
who make -this argument - about the clause. It is

- completely, utterly, totally false, and I don’t say that

lightly,” said Eugene Volokh, UCLA law professor,
who gathered signatures from 25 law - professors

around the country, including Lawrenicé Alexander -

of the University of San-Diego, George Christie of

‘Duke, Steven Eagle of George Mason, Sanford

Levinson from the University of Texas, and
Michael McConnell from the- University of
Chicago. The group included liberals and conserva-
tives, and many who actually opposed 209, but -alt
said that protections for women would remain
intact under the measure. Even liberal Joseph
Grodin, retired state Supreme Court justice, opined
that “If I were on a court that had to interpret the
clause, T would mterpret in such a way that it did
not diminish protections for women.”

.~ By summier, the Clause C argument had
been so battered that it was not clear whether 209
opponents would keep it in the forefront of the
anti-209 campaign, Not only was the legitimacy of
the Clause C argument being harshly scrutinized, in
fact, but the entire stitching of the anti-209 coalition

‘was- begmmng to upravel.

Patricia Ireland and the Feminist Ma]orlty

assumed that the patriarchal legions would flood

money into CCRI, but that the anti-209 forces,
though outspent, could prevail through the “people
power” of grassroots organizing. The big bucks
never arrived for 209, but the measure did pick up
exactly the grassroots support the feminists had
wanted for their position. The feminists’ “Fight the

Right” rally last April in San Francisco, a kind of

gay Woodstock calling for “lesbian rights,” proved
more a source of jokes than a blow against the ini-
tiative. In a talk at UCLA, Ward Connerly openly
welcomed similar demonstrations. And the
“Freedom Summer,” which absurdly tried to link
the anti-209 campaign.to freedom riders of the Civil
Rights Movement, failed to. arouse much -eathusi-
asm among students or to tilt the polls against 209.

‘The gender warriors found themselves confused

The people just werén't gétting it.
“The polls have been abott the same for

-two years. How are we going to move that?” asked

NOW3 Elizabeth Toledo, who also observed that
there. was no.agreement on a statewide message

-and that people targeted by:the campaign were so

diverse that “one message wouldn’t work.”
QOther feminists argued that the grassroots
approach would fail and that the campaign’s only
hope was to take the low road, leaning on Clause C
and other casuistry. Around Labor Day they split
into “Defeat 209" and “Stop 209” factions. The
Feminist Majority’s “Stops,” aligned with - the
National Rainbow Coalition and United Farm

- Workers, appeared to concentrate on a “people”

campaign, while the “Defeats,” aligned with the
YWCA, the NAACP and the California Teacher’s
Association, raised money for a more mainstream
statewide TV and radio blitz under the direction of

 Ted Kennedy-aide Bob Schrum.

Both the “Stops” and the “Defeats”
stonewalled reporters.who asked about the reasons
for the split or how different groups wound up in
each faction. But as the Los Angeles Times
observed, it was indeed a schism and meanwhile,
the ethnic and racidl factions remained suspicious
of middle-class white feminists, the biggest benefi-
claries of affirmative action and a group whose
dccredited victims-status remained ‘in doubt with

“true “people of color.” Yet the feminists, as Connie

Rice of the NAACP complained, had failed to con-
vince the traditional big money machines of

- Hollywood, business and the Democratic Party to

break open the wallet. By mid-October, the Stops
had raised $500,000 for radio ads and it was clear

that the dirty-tricks faction would prove dominant,

. “There’s not a dime’s worth of difference

- between David Duke and Ward Connerly on 209,”

said Pat Ewing, campalgn mariager of the Defeat
209 faction. And when not trying to link Connerly

_to Duke, the feminists tried to plunk pubic hair into

Connerly’s coke by casting h].ﬂ‘l as the retum of

"Clarence Thomas.

- Omn'October 9, Donna Ransom a dlsabled

former employee of ‘Conneily’s- firm, accused the
' 209 chairman of sexual harassment and discrimina-

tion, In a suit’ fllecl last May, Ransom accused
Connerly of sub]ectmg women to unwanted sexual
advances verbal abuse and humiliation. An accom-

panying declaration by Debbie. Rafter, another for-
mer- employee (both women are white) accused

-Connerly -of seducing her and “aggressively touch-

ing my body in sexual ways,” all of which suppos-
edly led to hospitalization for suicidal depression.

Though filed in May, Connerly was not
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served until Septembef and news of the suit, which
seeks atleast $2.5 million in back pay and damages,

was leaked to reporters one day before none other.

than Amnita Hill, Miss J'accuse herself ‘was to
appear at an anti-209 fundraiser in Los Angeles.

Woopi Goldberg and California Senators Dianne
- Feinstein and Barbara Boxer chaired the gala

event, which featured Eleanor Smeal and Patricia
Ireland. ' o SR
Connerly told reporters that “every word
of it is a lie. It’s dirty, it’s just outright dirty” and
pointed out what was obvious to all but the willful-
ly blind, that the whole affair was a shabby piece of
political theatre. Connerly had actually loaned
Ransom $8 000 to help her out of her problems and

ﬂve years earher :

her” Connerly toid me,

nijonths. She: respected Te: and sh [
against me. But. | : :

~pldined that { wouldnt atiow her to
second ﬂeor to the: basement '

a judge rec_enﬁy ruled t_hat she had to begin repay- .

ment next year. Ransom’s lawyer Thea

Offenbacher, interestingly enough, shares, office
~ space with Alice Huffman, a former California

Teacher’s Association lobbylst and a longtime con:

fidant of Willic Brown. Offenbacher denied any
connections to the anti-209 campaign and told this _'

reporter that “I don’t even read the newspapers.”

Meanwhile, as the mud flew and the sisters -

squabbled pro-preference academics were plan-
mng a power play of their own.

n affirmative action official 4t California State

"\ University at Sacramento notes that campus
president Donald Gerth has made race and gender
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preferences his official mantra and the cornerstone

of campus hiring policy. In a letter to Michael -

Fitzgerald, chair of the academic senate, Gerth
lamented recent court decisions against affirmative
action and portrayed CCRI—which actually leaves

all private and federal affirmative action programs

in place—as a rejection of “California’s commit-
ment to Affirmative: Action” (upper case his). In
his days as chairman of the accrediting commission

_at WASC, the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges, Gerth sent schools the message that if
they wanted to retain their accreditation they had -
better be politically ¢orréct.-Long accustomed to -
wielding power, he duly appointed himself official --
spokesman on CCRI for the entire Cal State
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Umvers:ty system.
On July 10, ke wrote to other Cal-State
offxcrals that “Blenda Wilson -of the Northridge

campus and 1 are coordinating the preparation of -

‘a position paper and public’ document on-behalf
of all the California State University presidents
and hopefully on behalf of the campus chancel-
lors.” But Barry Munitz, chancellor of all the Cal
Staté campuses, quickly. pointed out that the
board of trustees had not taken a position on the
measure, and cautioned the 23 campus presidents
against making a collectwe statement opposmg
209..

The academlc brass at the Un1vers1ty of
California treated the issue with more delicacy but
left little doubt where they were coming from. In
his days as chancellor of UC San Diego, Richard
Atkinson showed himself an avid partisan of race
and gender preferences,

of wealthy black UC Provost Walter Massey, a

physicist and - former director of the National

Science Foundation. And Atkinson remained
silent when radical Chicanos published an article
“Death of a Migra Pig,” celebrating the accidental

death of a Puerto Rican border patrol agent. .
{(“We’re glad this pig died,” they wrote, lamenting

that more “pigs” had not died with him.)

- Now president of the eatire UC system :

Atkmson sent a note about the elections to “all
employees” on Sept. 25. His wrote as though hold-
ing his nose, certain that the unwashed masses

would pass 209, with dire-consequences for “diver- .
the summum bonrum of the academic world.. .
“Qur goal will-be more difficult to accomplish. .-
without taking .race, ethnicity and gender:into

sity,”

account” he said. He urged-UC workers to speak

out, on their own time, ‘.‘without the use.of un-i'ver- .

sity resources.”

o - But anti-209- campalgners, in the best tra—
dition _of the, left, proved adept in ‘hijacking other
:public.mongy. for. their cause.. The:.Community
Coalition for-Substance Abuse, Prevention and
Treatment. is: a recipient of funding from Los

Angeles County. Through its South. Central .

Youth Empowered Thru [sic] Action, the group

ARRSESS :
"‘f‘;z‘HORROR

JsTo TE HEAWT

mmu‘
T Hlutl‘

‘ed them  bulthorns;

1 whose -beneficiaries
included Eric Massey, the privately schooled.son’ _
.- one who has suffered no injustice? Is “diversity™

- troller, “the price tag

diversified into political activism. After CCRI

-quatified.for the ballot last spring, group leaders -

dragooned highi=school “students to. demonstra-

- tions-outside of CCRI’s Los Angelesoffice,; hand- -
“and -set. them' chanting-
““CCRI, you liar, we’ll set your ass on fire” and
“1-2-34, get CCRI on out the door. 5-6-7-8,.
change your name on the legislate.” When asked

what “change your name on the legislate” meant,
the coalition’s. “youth coordinator” Solomon
Rivera shrugged and said he didn’t know..

' But none of the 209 opponents held a
monopoly on ignorance and incoherence when it
came to the California Civil Rights Initiative,
which is why they failed to seize the opportunity

- 209 offered to re-examine affirmative action’s

first principles. For starters, are social sins such

as prejudice collective and ‘inheritable? What™ -
~moral code can be invoked to. pumsh someone. .

who has committed no wrong, to reward some-

just racial? Or does the concept include Catholics

'and Irish Americans, conservative blacks as well-

as black radicals, Repubhcan Hlspanlcs as well as
Chicana lesbians? ~ -

But this. dlalogue never happened ‘And. .
the press, for its part, was content to report pri--
 marily on sideshows like the David Duke.. .
~ appearance. In an era in which reporters fancy’

themselves “investigative journalists” in tune

. with the post-Watergate rule of “follow the -
money,’_’ there. was Jittle or no interest in the
question of. cui bono? Who benefits from the--

current system‘? ]

: Race and gender preferences are 1ndeed i
a lucrative business. ‘According to the estimate

of 209’ fiscal impact on California’s official bal-
lot statement, based on the state’s Legislative
Analyst, the measure affects state and local pro-
grams “that current]y' ost well in excess of $§125
million annually.” By
McClintock, .a forme

_low”of $343 million.

':Tstrlctly to maintain a system o_f racial and gender‘-'
- dlscr1m1nat1on in state laW " This 1ncludes

accountmg of Tom

McClintock-says, $155 million in yearly costs to
state government alone for administering: and

‘implementing race- and gender-based programs,
$47 million spent annually.for.race-based pro-

grams in the state’s two university systems.and: -

-another -$10 million in the public schools and

community. He also notes that some $82-million
is spent on voluntary desegregation programs in

the schools, even though no finding of past racial

discrimination has been made.

Opponents of 209 have grown accus-
tomed (o being on the receiving end of race and
gender preferences and have come to expect and
demand positions of influence, choice school

- admissions,. and - fat government contracts, for

which they don’t even have to be the best quali-

..fied or lowest bidder. Those who defend race and

gender preferences, whatever their pretenses to
progressivism, are the reactionary establishment,
and the anti-209 forces can no longer pretend, as

~ the left has in the past, to speak for “the people.”

Now they must speak for blacks, white feminists,
Chicanos, gays and lesbians, and they must tailor
a correct line to each audience. The old esperan-
to of Marxism is gone, replaced by the polyglot

- babble of a balkanized utopia.

Pat Ewing of the Defeat 209 faction says; |
“There was never going to be a campaign that
could be all things to ali people.” Actually there

~was such a campaign, the one being run by Ward
-Connerly. George Skelton of the Los Angeles
“Times was one of the few in the press to recog-
~nize that reality. While the left chanted, debated
._w'str\ategy and threw stones at the police, Skelton -
- wiote, Ward Connerly had the luxury of being
‘able simply, to climb onto the hood. of his car and
"“read the-initiative’s fundamental language: “The

state shall not discriminate against,.or grant pref-

. 'erential_ treatment to, any individual or group on

the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national
origin. in -the operation of public employment,

public education, or.public contracting.”.

- Equal treatment under-the law. On

A N
.Amessage for all the people Just like in the ‘\\J"/‘

1960s. ;:v: 0 : 7
: —K. L B1111ngsley

Subscnbe to Heterodoxy for $25
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: - P.O. Box 67398, Los Angeles, CA 90067 ‘ ' ‘

PJ O Rourke is Amerrcas funmest freshest
voice on the nght Second Thoughts Books has
pubhshed o 'Rourke’s - rollicking ‘explanation : of.-_-
: .why he is a comservative.* In ‘this pocket-sized

primer on passronate politics, you’ll learn: -
e Why 1nd1v1duals are the wellsprmg of con-

. Why there is -ng - such thmg asia: “farr -

'* Why God is.a Repubhcan and Santa
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. Kafka in Vermont, continued from page !

" tuyes ‘of uiinorities: whenever -possible because of a - -

~(zannett corporate policy, the ‘All=American contest,

- that éssentially judged the executivés of the chain’s 85
newspapers on how well and how often they por-
trayed minorities, My colleagues knew about it too,
and the way the Free Press searched out the few
minority faces public events in Vermont offered
became a standing joke in the newsroom. (About a
year after I-joined with Free Press, I saw this goofy

* form of social -engineering backfire on Wilson at -a
news meeting to discuss the previous ‘day’s paper,

- when a bland picture of a black city worker raking
leaves, put in to help raise the All-American
quotient, was criticized by editor Ron
Thornburg who said it was an example of
racial stereotyping—a black man performmg
manual labor.)

The All-American contest was never
discussed - at staff meetings, although it
remained a hidden mandate on which editors
were ¢valuated by their corporate bosses. But
another program, News 2000, Gannett’s mas-
ter plan for the next 100 years, was trumpeted
with unending fanfare. News 2000 was struc-
tured on what -Gannett called the building
blocks of a good newspaper. There were ten of -
them, ° including - such  principles as
“Compelling - ‘Presentation,” - “Evokes
Emotion,” etc. But in the fall of 1991, Ron -
Thornburg, who was on the phone to. Virginia

“several times-a day -trying to justify himself
and us to the-people at Gannett, held a meet-

. ing in which: hé said that the paper needed to
focus on‘one of these building blocks at a time,".
lest it be overwhelmed by trying te do'themn all
at once,‘and not surprisingly he. suggested that :
W tackle “Requires Diversity”first. - o

So I heard of AllsAmerican contests:
and News:2000: all ‘during my stay at:‘the."
" Burlifigion: Frée ' Press. Bt T had névér héard
of “a.“media-fre¢ zone” until the ‘night of ~
‘March 29, 1993 when my strange ordeal at the -
paper began..

_It-was 7p.m:and I was leaving the newsroom: -
_' io cover a public meeting on racism in-
. Burlington. As I went out the door, Metro

“:Editor Rob Eley told me that: the orgamzer of the-"
‘meeting, black assistant to the Mayor Rodney -
‘Patterson, did not like or-trust the local media. Ata
‘meeting several days earlier to set ground rules-with™ -

~.editors from local news organizations, Eley told me,
-Patterson had insisted that half the room at the racial

forum be designated off-limits to the media, and that
~‘any time someone from that section came to the.
- -~microphone to speak, all pens, notebooks, cameras,
~.and microphones were to be put aside. In other-

“words, the people in the “media-free zone” were not
“tobe quoted or photographed.

. Never having heard of a newspaner g1v1ng-
- .away its First Amendment rights, I said I thought it -

‘was inappropriate and unprofessional on.our part,

- and probably newsworthy that a public official should
- try to impose such a condition. Eley was clearly irri-

tated. He said that Judy Diebolt, Free Press managing

-~editor and head of the.paper’s racral diversny efforts, ..

-.had made the decision: -

“All the damn media agreed to 1t ” Eley B
: .place I was in the frontrow with other. reporters and

" growled.
g He was a classrc gruff chaln—snlok_lng crty

-« editor, who had been in the business for years and had.
+ little use for Gannett’s relentless pandering to minori-

“o+ ties. Several editors sent in over the years by the cor-

© . -poration had targetéd Eley for termination, but he.
had somehow outlasted them all by a simple strategy . -

- of showmg up early-and leaving late—six and some-
tnnes seven days a week. .
I tried to: continue -my protest but Eley

stormed off to.the smokmg Toonl. So I headed off to
the meenng at. the Lawrénce Barnes Elementary-

School in Burlmgtorr-’s hardscrabble Old North End.

: 'I.got:thiere at 7: 20 and the first person I saw -
-was Mike: Rlchards a cameraman for Channel 5, the .

local NBC affiliate. “Thls media-free zone is bullshit,”
he said:as I came in.*“This is the first time Pve ever
been told at a public meeting where I can point my
camera.”

Next [ saw Christina McKenna, a talented

- and . attractive reporter for Channel 3, the local CBS
-affiliate, who later wound Gp-at KIRO-TV in Seattle.
“Have -you heard about this medla-free zone?” she’
- asked: “It’s outrageous.” o

_ ~ McKenna looked over at the panel of com-
munity- leaders, which included her -boss, longtime

Channel 3 anchor Marselis Parsons. “I don’t have any

choice,” she said. And then, gesturing at my boss Judy

‘Diebolt, also on the panel she added, “And it looks

like you don't either.”. :
_ ‘Before we could ‘discuss the issue farther,
Rodney -Patterson- took - the. microphone. He

explained that the meeting was being held for minori-
ties to tell their tales of racism. He also explained the

Teetor

* media-free zone and thanked the media for its coop-

eration. (Three years later, at the trial which was the

direct result of this meeting, | Patterson chuckled in the

videotaped deposition and said he couldn’t believe

~.-the media had ever agreed to what Dlebolt testified
I was abonehead idea.™)-

'-:’I‘he flrst hour of the meeting went ]ust as Patterson
8

aid it would——members of minority groups stood

 up.and told tales of local racism, many of them having

to do with Police Chief Kevin Scully, while the panel

of community. leaders; including members of the .
. media, listened intently. Then, suddenly; a classic case

of ‘racial" discrimination—a woman being told she

. couldn’t speak because of the color of her skin—

- occurred. I knew 1nstmct1vely it was'a news story, and

.‘the buzz that swept the room confrrrned it. What I
didn’t know was.that wntmg the stoty would cost me

my-job 2§ an rnvestlgatlve/pohtrcal reporter at

' Vermont s largest newspaper. .

- It was arounid:=9: when the lncrdent took

photographers Up: at the' mictiphone; Ellen Norton
was. ignoring the implied pround rules of the

- evening—only people of color can speak -aboiit
« racism, ‘It was-a taxpayer-funded event.at a public
: _burldmg, and Norton was intent-on having her say.

_ “I'm afifth-generation Vermonter,”" she
began “and I didn’t grow up with many blacks or

- “Puerto-Ricans. This is the whitest state in the nation,

people.. Give us a chance to get to know you.”
Norton, a low-income white woman carrying

her baby in' a blue Snuggli, told the mostly minority

crowd, “We're not bad people, and neither are you.”
Patterson interrupted her: “Tonight’s forum

has specifically been designed for people of color. If

you're coming fo the microphone, we want you to
come as a person of color to share your ethnic experi-
ences.” , .

“I'm afraid it will. turn into a hate white
thing,” Norton continued. '

Patterson interrupted her again; and contin-

- ‘ued to cut her off each time she tried to.resume her
: plea for racial understanding. Finally he called for two
“‘assistants to escort her out of theroom. The man next
-to me, Bill Aswad, president of the city council, shook
~his head in dlsgust “Ican't beheve it. He’s cuttmg her

. Of A

As a three-time winner of the Reporter of
the Year award from the Vermont Press Association,

T at least knew-a good.story when I saw it. Irony has

always been the quality that separates good journal-
ism from mere stenography or gossip, and this inci-
dent was loaded with irony: a white woman subjected
to discrimination by a black public official at a meet-
ing on racism! In‘my mind, the Free Press’
130,000 readers counted on reporters like me
to record this moment of confrontation that
was so different from the pre-cooked, politi-
cally correct monologues that had come to

percent white citizenry and the mlnorlty com-
munity.

The next speaker at the microphone,
a black man named Roscoe Miller, reflected
the sentiments of many in the room: “The
lady’s got something to say. Everybody should
be allowed to say what’s on their mind. That’s
what we're here for.” Listening to him with
one ear, 1 followed Norton—and my news
instincts—out into the fobby where she had
been hustled by Patterson’s people. She was
surrounded by several people trying to calm
-and keep her from crying by saying things like,
“Try to understand how black people feel.”

“Why are you crying?” [ asked her.

“Because I was basically told to shut
: up'because I’m white,” she replied. “It was
reverse racism.’

o ;‘ed out that the'meeting was designed for:peo-
éple of: éolor 1o descnbe therr experlence wnth
Rt raclsm L o l -g . Z
B ¥ “Yes, but I read the postér adverus-
ing the meeting and it didn’t say ‘anything

about whites not being allowed to speak,” said
Norton, still in tears. “That’s reverse racism.”

Suddenly I was spun-around by a
large, heavy-set black man I had never seen
before. “This interview is over,” he said while
trying to guide me away frorn Norton. “She’s not say-
ing anything else to you.”

“Get your hands off me right now or we're
going to have a major problem,” I said in a low voice
as I brushed his hands off my 10-year old brown

pass for communication between the city’s 95

- One of Pattérson’s voluuteers point-

tweed jacket with the missing buttons. “I'm Paul

Teetor of the Burlington Free Press. Who are you?”
“My name’s John Tucker and I'm telllng you
that tlllS interview is over.” .

‘Idecided to'let it go It was almost 100 clock |

and I knew I'd have to get a response to Norton's
charge of reverse racism and write my story by the 11
p.m. deadline.

1 headed back into the cafeterla and looked

~ for Patterson, whom. I knew from covering the

University of Vermont, where he had been . the
Director of Multicultural ‘Affairs before: taking the
_]Ol) as the mayor’s top-assistant. .

~“Rodney, why did you 1nterrupt her?” 1
asked him, '

“Because she wasn‘t speakrng to the i issue of

racism.”
“Corne on, Rodney I pressed him. “She

was talking about racism. Why did you cut her off?”

-“Because she wasn'’t speakmg to the issue of

: real racism,” he said.

urhngton is framed hy thensilvery blue \atater of

Lake Champlain and the stoic majesty of the
Green Mountains, and it’s often named in those lists
of the ten best places in the country published by

glossy outdoors magazines. It’s a postcard style,

human scale New England city with six colleges, a
thriving arts scene, and three viable political parties,
one of which, the Progressive Party, has ruled City
Hall for 13 of the last 15 years. _

‘There was only one editor on duty, Julre
Warwrck as I walked into the newsroom at 191.
College Street. We quickly huddled to discuss the

_length and content of the story. It was now 10:33. I

had 27 rmnutes to deadline. I told her the story

. Boston Globe



