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BURNED CHURCHES GOMMISSAR

a racism that was out of control, It was a sce-

leftist propaganda officer flees from
nario that allewed the National Council to

Marxist Grenada to Saviet-bloc
Crzechoslovakia, to Castro’s
Cuba, to an insurrectionary
New York tabloid, to Ben
Chavis' radical NAACP, and then, after wit- ¢
nessing (and arguably contributing to)
the demise of nearly all of the
above, he finds sanctuary with the
National Council of Churches.

It scunds like & fable for
our time, but it is also the true
story of Don Rojas, who now
direcis the Council’s Burned
Churches Fund, for torched’
black houses of warship:- If
Reojas’ strange -odyssey “illus- *”
trates the shrinking universe
in which doctrinaire adher-
ents of the totalitarian left
must now perform, it also
once again underlines the
way in which the flagship orga- N
nization for Americas mainline

of
churches has become u final Churches

haven for the Marxism that the ﬁ
rest of the world has rejected. €. e iy e '\w///

Itis, in a way, the per-
fect meeting of a man and an institution, for it is the

- u 5].1'

raise over $10 miflion to deal with what it

insisted was a “systemic” problem, not only
from its own Protestant and Orthodox
denominations, 'but also from the U.S.
Catholic Bishops and various Jewish
groups, and TFord, MacArthur,
Rockefeller, and oiher large founda-
tions, It was also a scenario that would
be adroitly manipulated by the Clinton
administration for politival leverage in
the elections after an NCC delegation
met with the President,
Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin
and -Attorney General Janet Reno
Tdst gtithifier to demand federal
action.

In a campaign designed to
kindle public outrage, the NCC
made flamboyant claims that
more than 120 black churches had
been struck since 1990. But the
organization failed to note
that, according to insur-
anice industry figures,
more than 4,000 American
churches, generally, were hit

—by Hison during this same time period. By the National

National Council of Churches, after all, that was the prima-
ry architect of the Great Church Arson Story of 1996, In the
scenario it created, a series of reprehensible, but isolated,
cases of burned black churches in the South were suddenly

Council’s own statistics, more than 20 percent of U.S.
churches are black, which means that 800 black churches
would have needed to have been burned just to equal the
rate of non-black church arsons from 199G to 1996,

transformed into evidence of resurgent white bigotry and of

By Barbara Rhoades Ellis

‘ ‘ t made me want to take my
daughters and live on a desert
) island,” confesses one worried
mother. A sixth grader says it
made her “really scared about how people
kind of use girls as objects,” Library Journal
finds it Irightening. English Journal says it’s
heartbreaking. The women’s movement must
be calling it a bull’s-eye. Or a cow’s eye. Or
whatever. Because finally a book of pop-femi-
nism has hit the bigtime outside the feminiat
fold,

" Reviving Ophelia: Savirg the Selves af Adoles-
cent Girls 1s a commercial sensation. Speeches by its
author, Mary Pipher, Ph.E),, are booked through 1997,
and her-appearances draw overflow crowds of anxious
parents, teachers—the heart of the soccer moms, For
twa years Opheliz has been at or near the top of The

Continued on page 12

GET THEE To A BEST-SELLER LiST 7
OPHELIA SELF-ESTEEM PROBLEM

New York Times paperback best-seller list, and bock-
stores are still receiving bulk orders.

Press accounts describe Pipher as down-to-
earth, serioys, plain-spoken. She’s a middle-aged clini-
cal psychologist from Lincoln, Nebraska, married, with
a danghter and son. In fact, this ordinariness lends cred-
ibility to Pipher and to Ophelia’s dire message that cal-
tural forees are causing calamitous losses of confidence
and personal identity in today’s teenage girls. This mes-
sage landed Pipher on Oprah and the Today show and
got her written up in Time, Newsweek, and Peeple.
When she spoke to a crowd of 900 at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C., the head of the
Cathedral’s all-gir! school read a letter to her from
Tipper Gore (herself the mother of three girls): “Your
bocks are like a lamp on a dark night, remingfing us that
we are not alone in the guest to raise thoughtful and
caring human beings.” Hillary Clinton bas plugged
Ophelia in her newpaper column and even had Pipher

Continued on page 14
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Alger’s Long Goodhye

May an ancient Cold Warrior, one of seme halt-dozen
officlal American personnel ousted by the Hungarian
government, the last [one cut] being American Miaister
Selden Chapin, during the monaths which culminated
with the trial and conviction for treason of Cardinal
Mindszenty in February 1949, be indulged a few critical
comments regarding the Hiss-Chambers confrontation
diseussed in your December issue?

1. Both John Haynes and Peter Collier
inevitably refer to the subsequent trial and execution of
the Rosenbergs in passing. I, for one, have difficulty in
understanding why Hiss hag nct been brought to acccunt
izt their case, He, not McCarthy, bears the responsibility
for the failure of Presidents Truman and Eisenhower lo
commute their sentences to life imprisonment, Indeed,
liad Alger admitted his role as explained by Chambers,
the Rosenbergs would probably have gotten off with a
prison term. The atmosphere of the time, unduly
inflamed by Alger partisans, proved fatal to them.

2. John Haynes opens his essay by exposing the
Hissite fraudulent manipulation of Dimitri Volkegonoy
in getting him to state that Russian archives, in effect,
proved Hiss innocent The American liberal media ware
all too eager to headline this nonsense, then to bury
Volkogonov's retraction in the back pages, Haynes, how-
ever, misdates the episade by one year, a very telling
year, This oceurred not in 1991 but in 1992. Lowenthal
went to Moscow when it became apparent that &
Democrat would be returned to the White House in the
persen of Bill Clinton. Cannot one nssume that the
Hissites hoped to benefit again, if to a lesser extsnt, as
they had when their protégé gained from Watergale?

. 3.1 am all in favor of Colliers advocacy of a
Whittaker Chambers postage stamp. But if it did not
come about during the Reagan administration it may be
too iate now. Collier seems unaware that Reagan did
award Chambers posthumously a Medsl of Honor, The
publicity which ensued brought about republication of
his seminal autobiography, Wiiriess, Granted, the man
who exposed the fraudulence of the Yalta Agreement in
1945 by means of a fantasy published in Tine magazine
deserves even bettet.
R.E. Steussy
Eugene, Oregon

The article on Alger Hiss by John Haynes is
excellent, However, the reference to the book by Allen
Welnstein would have been made more significant if
HaYnes'had noted that in the introduction, Weinstein

said that when he began his inquiry he had assumed that -

Hiss had becn framed.
Afex Dragnich,
Professor Bmeritus
Vanderbilt University

Johin Haynes' admirable “The leng Goodbye
of Alger Hiss,” December 1995, brings te mind soms 1id-
bits of eold war history and its sequelee that shovld not
be forgotten. One of the most dedicated and paisistent
supporters of Hiss was Corliss Lamont’s National
Emergeacy Civil Liberties Cornmittee (NECEC}, which
funded elaborate briefs protesting Fiss’s innocence, Its
headquerters in the historic Flatiron Building in
Maphattan displays art work which depicts Hiss as a
Christ-like figure and Nixon s a caricature of evil. Tt is a
vetitable shrine to Hiss and, of course, to fellow-traveler
Lamont himself. In a long article on Hiss’s death in the
Houston Chronicle for November 16, 1996, by Doug L.
Swanson of the Dallas Morning News, it is noted that

" “one close [riend and defender was John Henry Faulk, 2
broadcaster from Texas who was himself blacklisted in
the 1950s for alleged leftist connections.” [ had met
Faulk several times, and, on one occasion, he insisted on

A

the innocence of the Rosenbergs and ralled bittesly
against those who had convicted and executed them as
atomic spies.

Since Faulks death, the main public library in
Austin, Texas, has been named in his honor, and there is
a John Henry Faulk Memorial Theater in town. A gan-
eration hence, historians will have great difficulty figur-
ing out who was on the winning side and who was on the
losing side in the Cold War.

We need not only a postage stamp commemo-
rating the role of Whittaker Chambers, but also a num-
ber of museums and lbraries to collect, interpret, and
display the materials necessary to reconstruct an accu-
rale account of the Cold War era and its heroes and its
villains. A start might be made by reserving for posterl-
ty the headquarters of the NECLC in New Yotk City
and its remarkable decuments and art work, to be dasig-
nated Villains of the Cold War, while some philan-
thrapist creates nearby a complemetitary institution for
the Heroes of the Cold War.

Lawrence Cranberg
Austin, Texns

by fax (3
(76’712.3274 .-}pus
1\‘ 2

Gay Conservatwes

Prompted by KSFO radio's morming talk show host Lee
Rodgers—who aptly characterizes himself a5 4 man (o
“drive the liberals crazy”—my gay lover (yes, there are
gay conservatives living In the heart of San Fraicisco's
Castro. District) and I availed ourselves of your offer of
a complimentaryfintroductory issue of Heterodoxy, So
impressed were we with the soon-arrived October fssue
that, within days, we mailed a check for a one year's sub-
seription. Because my lover circulated petitions to bal-
lot-qualify Proposition 209, thg California Civil Rights
Initiative {CCRI), and we bothi-individually and jeintly
made several contributions to CCRI, we were especially
interested in Paul Ciottis insightful essey on one of
Americe’s most courageous public servants, Ward
Connerly, Regent of the University of California.
Arriving within days of federal district Judge Thelton
Henderson’s egregious intercession in the implementa-
tion. of Prop 209, Mr Ciotlis profile of Connerly stands
os a study of 2 man who believes in more than just the
ideals of opportunity without diserimination and prefer-
ences based on race and gender; Connerly—his liberal
detractors and Judge Henderson notwithstanding—also
gives supreme respect and. recognition to the duly
expressed will of the American people through the bal-
fot box. Together with Ward Connerly and the over-
whelming majerity of Californians, my lover and 1 (by
the way, we regard ourselves as Americans who just hap-
pen to be gay) know that—in spite of the Mandst
obstructionist tactics of the liberal-left (are you llstening
Judge Thelton Henderson?)—both the letter and, the
spirit of the California Civil Rights Initiative will prevni
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if for no other reason then discrimination and prefer-
ences—read “affirmative actlon”—are as uncomstitu-
ttonal as they are un-American.
Thomas Edwards
San Francisco CA

Closed Minds

In his review of The Opening of the American Mind,
John Ellis rightfully shoots holes through the pathetic
argumentation, if one can even call it that, of Laurence
Levine's book. Hiz own closing paragraph, however,
neads a little shooting at as well. His assertion that the
Enlightenment has done anything to curb the genocidal
bent, and other borrific sins of humanity is laughable.
Need he be remindexl that the Holocaust wes perpetrat-
ed by one of the most civilized and scientifically
advanced rations of its day, Or that wholesale execution
of pecples, in Soviet Russia, Communist Vietnam and
Cambodia were brought about by the elite ruling class,
all of whom suffered to some extent from their “enlight-
ened” minds. Nor should we forget the more than 30 mil-
lion now jost to abortion in our own countty,

As for the “unique role” Buropeans played in
the abalishment of slavery, (his &8 hardly due to any intel-
lectual refinements brought about through the
Enlightenment. Buropean slavery flowered and flourished
right aleng side its Bnlightenment thinkers. The abolition
of slavery owes ils genesis and fruition to the likes of
William Wilberforce who recognized and fought for aboli-
tion on the grounds of Biblical truth. And it was through
Biblical teaching that abolition was sold to, and finally
bought by, the ascending middle class. First in England,
where it was brought about peaceably—owing, in: large
part, to a spiritual awakening at the tims, Only aftsrwards
did the cause of abolition really fake root in America, ance
again championed by the Christian religion.

As for “this world cultural revolutien,” it i
being lost by much of what was unleashed precisely dur-

"ing the Bulightenment, Namely by the notion that there

is no absolute truth, A tragic misconception which was

spawned at that time, and the only thing to come o a
near cemplete state after “lwo hundred years.”

Rusyell O. Young

Via e-Mail

Faux Rape

Thanks te Heteredoxy and K, L. Billingsley for the arti-
cle “A Lamb to the Slanpghter? Ramdas Lamb has
been a close friend for many years, and I have followed
in detail the dark and dangerous passage he and his
family have been forced to navigate. As an outsider, one
can never verify beyond doubt the facts of a given situ-
ation. But, having witnessed much of the*federal court
proceeding between Dr. Lamb and Ms. Gretzinger, and
having fallowed, over the years, the development of evi-
dence in the case, I can say that Dz, Lamb's exoneration
was nol only appropriate but panoramie, vivid and cat-
egorical, as satisfyingly clear-cut as lile nsually is nof.
Ms, Gretzinger’s seamy, largely non-svidentiary case
licid together in almost none of its details, No one on
the jury was fooled, Mr. Billingsley did omit the fact
that, while Ms, Gretzinger’s charges wete not only com-
pletely refuted, she herself was proclaimed by the jury
guilty of slander, portraying andther person In a false

light with malicipus infent, and misuse of the legal

pracess, Your arlicle is 2 refreshing and welcome arti-

(act, Our own community media were not up.to.the job.

Unforfunately, they displayed-equal parts of laziness

and bias, rendering ‘their journalistic efforts virtually
meaningless,

Don Hallock

. Honolulu, Hawail
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CAN AL GORE DO IT: It is everywhere, comrades.
The latest hit music and dance, Yes, it is the
MARXARENA, It is played exactly the sama way as
the now-out-of-fashion Macarena, with exactly (he
same motions and movements. Bul the Marxarena
makes you feel PROGRESSIVE, and part of the strug-
gle for liberation, So get in.your disco elothes and do
the MARXARENA! Ready? Here goes:

Flrst you shoo! your granny g5 o kulak,
Stores are empty, nothing int the stomache,
Then you send yaur parents o the Gulag,
Ho Marxarenalf

Make a famine, liguidate the peasants,
Farty leaders loaded up with presents,
tang the dissidents, carry out the sentence,
Ho Marxarena. Ho MARXARENA!I

EDITORIAL STATEMENTS oftc

REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM

Considared, During a meeting last September, NPR
Foreign Editor Loren Jenkins referred to Muslims as
“ragheads” and an NPR commentator tagged a
Christian prophstic dactrine as “erap.” Remember, it's
only your support that makes NPR possible,

HANOIJANE, PART DEUX: Twenty-five years or so
since she delivered propaganda broadcasts, while
Ametican flysrs were being tortured by her communist
friends in North Vietnam, Jane Fonda now eschews the
Cream Machine and spends her days doing the chop as
Ted Turner’s own Scarlett O'Hara, On & recent flight to
New York, Ernest Lefever of (he Bthics and Public
Policy Center found himself seated next to Forida,
using dark glasses and broad-brimmed hat to escape
detection. The one-time sex kitten of Barbarelia, told
Lefever she was now supporting youngsters whe want
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hamosexuality within liberal Protestantism would elim-
inate the need for the Metropolitan Community
Churehes. *Historic black churches are not going cut of
existence,” said the Rev. Nancy Wilson. “There ig still
tremendous bias, A lot of unchurched gay and lesbian
people won't go Lo a mainline church. They prefer to
worship in a community identified with their communi-
-

PUBLIC CERVIX ANNOUNCEMENT: The spring
and summer catalogue from Duke University Press [aa-
tures an interesting book entitled Public Privases:
Performing Gynecology from Both Ends of the
Specuhum, written by Terri Kapsalis, a professor of
“Performance Studies” at Northwestern University.
The deseription of the hook declares that "gynecology
is not simply the study of women’s bodies, but ako

serves to define and constitute them.”

(lhanks f¢ Steven Plaut)

DOWN ON THE FARM: The '90s have

LUNA BEACH By Carl Moore

Accordingly, the author “decodes the
gynecological exam, seizing on its perfor-
mative dimension,” and discusses “incar-

not been haicyon days for unions, and the a*/m 200 £0R ‘4 nations gf the pelv.ic' cxan?illaliqn oulgide
current crisis of membership has prompted . the bounds of medicine,” including a per-
some organizers to adopt lfnusu:I recl:uil- ”@WWWE THAL'S S oF Lo formance art piece entitled "Publichﬁvix
ment measures. For example, Leticia LINCOLN BEDROOM? ‘ HAT AL MY FRIENDS Announcement,” which is intended to
Maravella, a former organizer for the HAVE ALREADY PonE reveal “the potent eultural attitudes and
United Farm Workers, charges that the CTHAL AT ae anxleties about women, female bodies, and
union told her to reeruit new members by $200, 000 female sexualily that permeate the practice

having sex with them. According to a faw-
suit filed in Caliifornia’s Santa Cruz
County, UFW-boss Efren Barajas told
Maravella, “If the farmworkers don’t want
te sign the union card, go to bed with them.
Who cares if you get a little dusty?”
Accarding to Maravella and her col-
leagues, the practice has gone on for some
20 years, The rallying cty of the women,
says the suit, is "Campesines ¢ putas no.”
(Farmworker women, yes—hores; nod -
"UEW brass and the AFL-CIO sajs it all a
publicily stunt by the strawberry growers,
whose workers the UFW is trying crganize,
However, oven UFW treasurer and
Chicana icon, Dolores Huerta, has called
for an investigation. The women's
Berkeley-based lawyer, James Lorenz, who
has a record of pro-migrant activism, says
that his harassed clients “are pro-union but
opposed to Ihe union acting in a manner
unbecoming (o La Causa, the dignity of
farmworkers everywhere, and the memory
of Cesar Chavez.” Demanding that women
use sex to recruit, wrote Lorenz, “brings

new meaning to the phrase Vivg La

of gynecology.” Since context is every-
thing, the author suggests a “venue from
which challenging, alternative perfor-
mances may be staged.” The Duke cata-
logue Jeaves the peformative dimension of
the male prostate exam unexplored,

WHITE LYKE ME; Jeff Hitchcock is a 45-
year-oid psychologist who has denlt with
race issues boih in his career as a diversity
consultant, conducting cultural sensitivity
workshops for compenies, and in his inter-
racial marriage to a black woman. But
Hitcheack was unprepared when an inter-
view subject, discussing what people of
various cultures nesd to de to get alang in
a multicullural world, said that white peo-
ple needed to be more aware of their
whitencss. According to an Assecialed
Press story, Hitcheock “had been ha)l-lis-
tening"” until that statement, But then he
took note, More than this, in April 1995,
Hitcheock started the Center for the Study
of White American Chltdre,, Operating
out of a small office in his Roselle, home,
the Conter has an Internet site and a

Causa,”

RED CHARITY: Suppose you are an American com-
tada in a giving maod, Where do you go to get a bang
for your buck after the fall of the wall? The Broeden-
Schmidt Foundation of San Diego, “established (o
advance the principles of socialism,” has identified
worthy objects for {ts philanthropy, According to docu-
menis filed with the Federal Election Commission, the
group bankrolls the Niebyl-Proctor Marxist Library for
Social Research nlong with the Democratic Socialists of
America and the Communist Party USA. In fact, the
foundation kicked in a healihy $10,000 to help the
Communist Party hold their convention last April. The
foundation also funds In These Tirnes, sent $1,000 to
The Nation magazine for subseriplions in high schools
and gives money to the ACLU. Who said the dream
was dead? :

ALY THINGS LITIGATED; Sunpi Khalid, the Cairo
bureau chicf for Nationa? Public Radio, hes hit the gov-
srnment’s taxpaycr-supported network with its fourth
discrimination lawsuit in two years, Khalid, a Muslim
and NPR's only black foreign reporter, charges he was
refused the support services routinely given to white
reporters, paid less than most white NPR overseas
reporters, and denied & promotien he had been
promised. NPR says that Khalid's job performance is
the problem and vaws to fight i1 in court. But NPR Vice
President Kathleen Jackson has admitted “pervastve”
racism at the network, including a two-tiered salary sys-
tem for blacks and whites. And it's not just racial prob-
lems with the folks who produce Al Things

to abstaln from sex before marriage, Awed by this rey-
clation, Lefever paused a moment before bringing up a
more delicate topic. Some people said that during her
Hanoi junket she gave aid and comfort to the enemy,
Given the fact that she had new ideas about chastity,
had she also changed her views about her past support
for Hanoi? “I haven't changed my views and I only told
the press in Hanoi what American POWs had told me,”
Fonda replied, “And from my perspective, there was
no ensmy, Bverything 1 did was designed to got
America out of that terrible war.” Lefever asked her it
she had ever met Sen. John MeCain, ane of those who
was being lortured 28 Jane posed with a communist
anti-gircraft gun, “No, | havent,” she said, ready to
return to the subject of sex before marrlage.

GAY RITES: The Southera California Ecumenical
Coungil has voted to aceept the Universal Fellowship
of Metropolitan Community Churches (MCQ), a
homosexual dznomination which performs same-sex
marriages znd claims 330 congregations and 35,000
merbers in 17 countries. The move disturbed many
orthodox members but did not surprise observers of
the farmerly mainline churches, “It's part of a general
trend i liberal Protestantism,” said James
Nugchterlein, editor of First Things magazine. “On one
front after another, you can see the same process at
werk toward total acéeptance of homosexuals and
homesexuality” he said. “Ifs the story of liberal
Protestantism gver the last century, in which inclusicn
means anything goes.” But MCC offictals rejected
Nuechterlein’s view that increasing accepiance of

newsletter. Last year, it sponsored a con-
ference that brought together about 50 people from
around. the country to discuss the jssue. “The only
models we have for discussing whiteness are coming
out of the Ku Klux Klen and the Aryan Nation, and
that's not right,” Hitcheock says. “We have to examine

- what it means to be white, but in a non-racist, non-

supremacist way.” The organization’s goal is to get
white people to talk about and recognize themselves as
a distinet cultural and racial group and to examine
what role that group plays in the larger American soci-
ety. Hitchcock hopes studying the issues will Lelp
whites galn a positive self-identity. “Many whites feel
ihey have no cullure, or they feel ashamed fo be white
because they think it's enly about oppression,” he says.
“That shouldn’t be the case. People should feel both
ptide and shame because ail cultures have good and
bad points. We're not interested in building up the
white culture, but we're nat going to lear it down,
either”” But Hitchcock’s job may be made a little hard-
er by another school of thought about whiteness,
known as the New Abolitionist movement, which is
gaining support In the multicyltural universily. “There
is no possibility of a positive white identity,” says Noel
Ignatiev, 2 leclurer at Harvard and an editor for Race
Traltor, the journal of the New Abolftionists. “There
may be positives to various Buropean ethnic identities,
but whiteness is purcly about the maintznance of priv-
lege. “Working-class people nccept the benefits of

"being white over the benefits of a better work sltua-

tion. Instead of working with others in the iy
same position, they say, However bad we've ‘6
gob it, at least we're white.” i
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Crime is going down and getting worse

Natural Born Killers

rison official Lt. Kevin Peters tells
P“Rafae]” that I'm writing an article

about crime and would like to inter-
view inmates, But the battle-scarred convict,
murailed with tattoos, is wary of this intruder
in his "hood, the California Institution for
Men at Chino, east of Los Angeles. He looks
at me and everybody else through narrowed
eyes, as though afraid someone will catch a
glimpse of bis soul. As soon as he finds outhe
doesn't have to answer questions, he darts
away as though he just got paroled. We move
on to the prisen psychologists.

[ explain my subject of crime and
violence and tell them I have come to hear
their insights, It would seem that such pro-
fessionals would be eager to discuss their
work, but here they respond with looks
nearly as stony-faced as those of the
inmates. I cite statisties from criminolo-
gists James Q. Wilson and John Dilulio
indicating that not only is it questionable
that crime is getting better, but indubitable
that criminals are getting worse. But this
doesn't cause even a flicker of interest.
The head shrink bureaticratically explaing
that all irquiries have Lo be cleared
through Sacramento. Lt. Peters counters
that my interview request has been
cleared, but the staffers still fail to kindle.
A fernale psychologist finally breaks the
awkward sitence.

“Write an article about rehabili-
tation, and T talk to you.”

It is an offer that might have
been made 30 years ago, But today? What
could it be, 1 wondes, that has both
inmates and prison stalf so tight-lipped?
The ambiance at Chino supplics part of
the answer. No one Is exercising or playing
hoops in the gym because it is bursting
with 213 inmates, packed into double
bunks in'a kind of cmergeney hivonace, as
though a war had broken out and the
eager recruits were streaming in. A sign
on the wail reads: CAUTION: NO
WARNING SHOT WILL BE GIVEN.

Chino is first stop for criminals
entering the California prison system and houseg 5,800
inmates from 18 years of age to over B0, including
somc who are level 4, the most danperous, cven
though this was never designed as a maximum securi-
ty unit. Chino runs at approximately 184 percent of
capacity, with inmates doubled up and day rooms
pressed into service as massive cells, This is now a typ-
ical situation. In 1981, the state’ prisons, not-counting
youth facilities, housed 32,000 inmates in 12 prisons, In
1997 the count is 144,000 inmates in 32 prisons.

) . The rising tide is not limited to California,
which now spends more ¢n prisons than higher educa-
tien. In 1982, there were 394,380 adult inmates in
prison across the U.5. According to government fig-
ures just released, there are now 1,660,940 inmates in
prizons and jails nationwide and more on the way, On
the day after my prison visit, National Public Radio
reported on a study showing that males bom today
have a one-in-twenty chance of going to prison,

“The growlh is consistent over ten years,"
says Lt Peters, whose encyelopedic eommand of sta-
tistics calls to.mind a veteran ciiminologist. 1 ask him

" about the euphoria from the Clinton Administration
that continues to declare that crime is down, and that
we have [urned (he corner on this most ominous of our
social preblems.

“We have not experienced this reduction,”
Lt. Peters chooses his words carefully. Out front, buses
roll in with new loads of convicted felons, puarded by
black-clad officers packing ravolvers, riot shotguns,

and stainless-steel Ruger Mini-14 automatic rifles with

folding stocks and high-capacily magazines,
The President, casting himself as crime-
buster-in-chief, has cited FBI and Justice Department

By Kenneth Lloyd Billingsley

data showing juvenile crime arrest rates down 2.9 per-
cent and murder arrest rates down 22.8 percent, He
portrayed this a3 & result of his vaunted crime bill,
which set out to put 100,000 new cops on the street.
But the reality is far less rosy, Those new cops on the
street—though the number is far less than 100,000—
may have made lifs moere difficult for street criminals
in cities like Mew York, where thers has been success,
not only in getting the squcegee men and panhandlers
off the street, but also in creating an atmosphere which
indicates that public safety s being taken seriously,
Three-strike laws and pew prison comstruction in
many stales signal that an elephantitic shift in public
policy is under way and that the states, too, are gefting

“FOR THEM, MURDER CARRIES THE SAME MORAL
BURDEN AS GROCERY SHOPPING

tough. But while the statistics look good, the reality
looks bad. The crime numbers may be going down but
the severity of the crime being committed is dlearly

* getting worse,

n Crime and the Sacking of America: The Roots of

Chaos, published two years ago, Andrew Payion
Thomas notes that viclent erime iz four to nine times
more common in'the United states than in Barope,
American rates of rape and robbery are seven and
four times greater, respectively, than European rares,
And some crime statistics make the Third World seem
safe by comparison. According to Thomas, a graduate

of Harvard Law School and now Arizana’s assistant,

attorney general, the American rate for robbery is
over six fimes the Philippines® rate, twenty times
Thailand’s and five hundred times Bgypt's,

In Washington D.C,, which should be the
natlon's showcase, the murder rate nearly doubled
from 1987 to 1990, when the District was averaging
iwo homicides a day. Washingtonians were more like-
Ly to be killed by tlieir own countrymen, than were cit-
izens of war-torn El Salvador, Lebanon, or Northern

Ireland Ekely to be killed by theirs, Washington may,

be & largely black city, but for Thomas, a former legal
assistant to the Boston NAACE, viglent.crime is not a
black problem, 1o more than it is for sociologist Glenn
Loury, who says it is “ain, not skin," And the numbers
bear them out. The erime rete among white juveniles
is now growing twice as fast as the black juvenile crime
rate, Nor is this just one of those statistical blips on the
sereen: befween 1965 and 1991, the violent crime rate
amhong white Americans rose nearly 250 percent,
From 1990-1994, 90,000 Americans were

murdered. Residents of Los Angeles ars more likely
to die from a bullet than a traffic accident. A resident
of a large American city, today, is more likely to be a
victim of homicide than the average US. soldier in
World War 1L Chlcago first collected statistics for
gang-related homicides in 1954, when there were ten.
By 1994, it was 240, “cne every business day” says
Nick Howe of the Illinois Department of Corrections,

Responding to Clinton, Princeton schelar
John Dilulio, (Bedy Count), notes the actual number
of sericus violent crimes topped 4 million in 1992,
Security measures and gated communities were on the
increase, Dilullo noted, but had not translated into a
drop in crime, Last August, Bob Dole was cheered for
citing the cause of crime as “criminals,”
but criminclogists and prison reformers
bring more definition to his Jaconic
remark. They warn of the “superpreda-
tors,” a class of criminal hard-wired and
programmed for violence, like Arnold
Schwarzenegger's robotic “terminator.”

“Ag high as Americas body
count is today, a rising tide of youth erime
and violence is about to lilt it oven higher,”
says Dilulio. “A new generation of street
critminals is upon us—-the youngesl,
biggest, and baddest generation any soci-
ety has ever known.” This generation, he
says, comprises “radically impuisive, bru-
taily remorseless younpsters, ineluding
ever more preleenage boys, who murder,
assault, rape, rob, burglarize, deel deadly
drugs, join gun-toting gangs and create
serious communal disorders.” They will
conminit the most heincus acts for trivial
reagsons, such as & perception of “disre-
spect.” Nothing matters to them but sex,
driags and money, and as long as their
youthful energies hold out they do what
comes “naturally” They are “radically
present-oriented, and radically sell-
regarding. They lack empathic impitlses;
they kill or maim or get involved in other
forms of serious crime without much con-
sideration of future penalties or sk to
themselves ar others, The stigma of arrest
means nothing to them,”

Likewise, the fear of death. Like
kamikaze pilots, or the Ayatollah’s mar-
tyrdom-secking human bombs, this new
breed of killer does not fear being killad, but rather

“expects it. Theirs is the creed of John, the teenage

nmerderer in River'’s- Edge, who strangled 2 girl so he
could have “total control over her" and later
explained, “I have this philosophy, you do shit then
you die.” ’

As Dilulic and his co-authors William
Benuett and JTohn Walters note in Body Count, whils
the rate of murders by adults has declined more than
23 percent since 1983, the homicide rate among 18- to
Aeyear-olds Increased by 61 percent and the rate of
homicide committed by teenagers 14-17 more than
doubled, Males 14-24 are now about & percent of pop-
ulation but represent 27 percent of all-homicide vic-
tims and 48 percent of all murdercrs. Between 1585
and 1992, the rate at which males 14-17 comumitted
murder increased by about 30 pereent for whites and
more than 300 percent for blacks.

“I laugh at the news about crime going
down,” says Sgt. Wes McBride of the Los Angesles
County Sherills Department, a natlonal authority on
gangs. “Theie are violent little monsters out there and
we are raising a whole generation of monsters, A
priest said don’t demonize them. Tsay that's what they
are,!, McBride says that the" up-and-comers often
strile fear into the hearts of even older gang members.
“The older guys say ‘we can® even go oul and wash
aur cars.”” And if the young toughs decide to shoot it
up “they don't ask anybody.”

James Q. Wilson, {he natmn’s premier erimi-
nologist, deseribes the young felons of today as “feral
pre-social beings,” and estiimates that by the year 2000
there wiil be one million more people in the 14-17
brucket, which now counts 7.5 million boys. Some 6
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percent of these boys, warns Wilson, “will become
high-rate, repeat offenders—thirty thousand more
young mugges, killers and thieves than we have now,
Get ready.”

Andrew Thomas sees America being sacked
by “home-grown barbarians,” He cites “a terrifying
social phenornenon in the United States—a genera-
tion of ‘stong kiliers,” generally young men, emerging
across the country. They are criminals apparently
wholly Incking in conseience, for whom murder carries
na more remorse than grocery shopping, These young
men, whose ranks are growing rapidly in number and
notoriety, have stained the nations sidewalks and
focused our attention on crime like nothing in our his-

tory. »n

1 6 feat 8 inches and 300 pounds, Juan Edward

Paschall of San Diego could easily hold his own
with the biggest NFL linemen, But it was not his prac-
tice to pick on people his own size. One night last
Qctober, the 27-year-old Paschali stabbed
his live-in girlfricnd Bridpet Reed 61
times. Then he dragged her body into the
living room, picked up the phone, and
ordered o pornographic movie from the
local cable outlet. As he watched the.
gyrafing flesh on the sersen, he stripped
the clothes from Reed’ still-warm body
and had sex with the punctured, bloody
corpse, as the couple’s two boys, ages twa
and thres, lay sleeping several feet away.

“It doesn't get any worse than
this,” said prosecutor Brenda Daly, who
tried Paschall for the attack, Other cases,
however, call that judgment inte question.
As this article is being written, a nine-year-
old giil clings to life in a Chicago hospital.
The 4-foot-8-inch, 64-pound “Girl X," was
walking home through the Cabrini-Green,
housing projects when she was attacked
by unknown assailants whe raped,
choked, and poisoned her. She was found
in a stairwell where she had been left to
die, her stomach full of a gasoline-like sub-
stance and the pitchfork emblem of the
Gangsler Disciples scrawled across her
body,

“Girl X" was widely covered by a
bewildered media. Other cases are not.
Oa Sepicmber 8, 1992, Rodney Eugene
Solomon and Bernard Eric Miller, two
young men from Washington, D.C,, car-
jackcd a BMW driven by Pam Basu in
Howard County, Maryland. The aitackers
viciously beat the diiver, who becams
entangled in a seat belt as they drove off,
dragging her body “flopping like a rag doll” and leav-
ing a bloody streak a mile and a half long. The attack-
ers tossed Pams 22-moath-old daughter, Sarina, into
the street, then dislodged the mother by ramming the
stolen car into a barbed-wire fence, where Pam’s bat-
tered body was lpter found entwined. According to
witnesses, the two killers "appeared to be calm” as
they left the scene.

Earlier this yaar a 4D~year ~ald woman dri-
ving down a street In Orange, California, saw vandals
spraymg graffiti on a garkge and honked at them, hop-
ing to scarc them off. They sprayed gang sighs 6n her
car as other youths came by and fired severa! shots

through the car door, siriking the womnan in the storn--

ach,

In & 1991 case, Tuliet Qual]s. a 19- -year- -old”

deaf woman, was speaking in sign Ianguage to her
friead. Passing gang members thought she had flashed

a sign for a rival gang. They shot Qualls in the chest.

and her frend in the face, In qsumlar case cited in

Bady Couni,  youth thought he recopnized friends in

a car, which turned out to be carrying gang members
who interpreted the gesture as disrespectful, They
gunned him down, with the shooter taunting the dying
youth, “hetch’on you won't be doin’ noemo’ wavin’
motha’fucker” .

“The age of the vietim is Immaterial,” says
Dan Noon, a Chicago police inspector with 29 years of
cxperience dealing with gangs in a city that vies with
Los Angeles as the nation’s gang cdpital, “There’s a
strange car in the 'hood, They open up on jt and justi-
fy the activity 45 protccuon "

Florida psychotherapist and criminclogist
Kathleen Heide says many young criminals “arc inca-

pable of empathy,” citing the vase of a*teen who
gunned down & jogger who refused to hand over his
gold chain, “He could have given me his rope,” the
killer said. *1 asked him twice,”

Unlike adults, the new breed of predators
are more likely to kill strangers than family mem-
bers. For example, Victor Brancaccio, 16, killed a
woman who objected to his rap music. A 16-year-
old Washingtonian, when someone accidentally
bumped into him on & dance floor, shot the per-
ceived offender in the chest, then sprayed the crowd
with bullets, injuring four others. And the brutality
is not limited to young males. A 16-year-old female
pang member explained, “It was my job to go out
and Eind some girl and make sure she came back to
the house with me alter school and it didn’t matter
how the fuck T got her back there, ['d tell her there
was a party, tell her there were drugs, tell her there
was some bay there that liked her ... then when she

got there, the guys would have sex with her whether

THESL PREDAI‘ORS KILL TR (‘ERS, NOT PEOPLE

THEY ENOW

she wanted to or not. Mostly, I'd just watch and
laugh; sometimes I'd join in or have sex with
myself,”

1t was said of flamboyant bankrobber John
Dillinger that he was "crooked but not twisted.”
This is not truc of the teenage gangs of today. On

Halloween night, 1993, in Pasadens, Herbert

McClam 28, Lorenze Newman, 26, and Karl
Holmes, 21, gunned down Stephen Coats and
Reggie Crawford, both 14, and Exgar Evans, 13, all
promismg students, The victims fell dead only yards
from their homes, Accordmg o witnesses, the
Kllers gave the thumbs-up sign as they drove off
and later bragged about their deed, When one of
the mothers arrived on the scene, she saw the ant-
infested body of her child, with Halloween candy
s:.dttered among the carnage,

It turned out that the three killers were
mémbers of the P-Nine gang and one of their ranks
had been shot earfier that day, When they could find
no vulnerable members of the rival Crips, they
turned to easier prey, Their demeancr in coprt dif-
fered little from their behavior on the strects.

During the trial, Newborn called his own
mothera “fuckmg bitch,” and MeClain told ohe wit-
ness “I'm goana kill you.” When pronuunced guilty,
Karl Holmes flashed his P-Nine sign and yelled,
“Fuck you, motherfucker. P-Nine lives]” When sen-
teficed to death the three chuckled, :

For prosecutor Anthony Myers, their
actions ‘came a5 no surprise, “The murders they
committed were a natural consequence of the
lifestyle they chose io lead,” he told me. The three
are now on death row at San Guentin.

t Chino, 1 ask *Fred,” a slight, gray-haired

inmate if he ever gets done over by violent,
younger convicts. Speaking loud encugh for others to
hear, he says his fellow inmates treat him well, better
than ths administrators, He falls to convince and tries
to be jovial, but behind the mask one sees the fear.

Li. Peiers says they do have the predatory
types here. They are placed in a security unit, special-
ly constructed so they can't throw people off the ele-
vated tiers, and where they are searched and shackléd
every time they leave the cell. There are 179 in the
unit, which s usuélly full, says Peters, who worked
there for five years,

“Older guys used 1o keep younger guys in
line but the dynamics have changed,” says Tip Kendall
of California’s Department of Corrections. “Now the
older guys stay out of the way."

What is true in Califomia is true elsewhere,
Chuck Adkins, assistant superiniendent of Indiana
State Prison, says that his main request from oider
inmates—435 is “old” in the big house—is
10 be protected from the younger, preda-
tor types. “The older guys have a cotle of
ethics, the younger guys dont have it,”
says Adkins. “They lack limits, boundary
lines, their value system is destroyed,” he
says. “They tell the older guys to give
things up or-they will be hurt, They are
easy prey.”

.= The nature of the new breed of
criminal is such that these older inmates,
many “of them hard-timers who were
ameng the first generation of gang-
béngers 20 years ago and seemed fear-
some in theit day, are willing to sacrifice to
survive. They give up recreation times or
even the privilege of walking around the
place. They demand protective cells and
the Indiana pen has put up a protectiva
cuslody cell house, a kind of closed com-
munity which many consider better than
being exposad to the predators, Of the
1800 inmnates at the facility, 300 ars in pro-
tective-custody, including a 63-year-old
rmurderer who complained that prison life
s “petting worse and worse” dus to
younger inmates, As for Adkins, he'd pre-
fer to manage a priscn full of lifers than
young guys.

“Even old-time gang members
shake their head af what they do,” says
Nick Howe of the, Illinois Department of
Corrections, where gangs dominate the
prison system. “Its a closed society and
these guys don’t know what'$going on on
the streets.” OF IHinois’ 37,000 inmates, at
least 60-70 percent of all inmates are hard-core gang
members,

“It’s hand for a layperson to understand ?
says Dan Neon of the Chicago police. “All they have
is their gang belind the walls. That’s their whole life.
It's rough for others whe aren't in a gang, If you are
not hooked up, you are a neutron, you have a rea!
rough road,” The unaffiliated “neutrons” can request
protective custody, but only.so.much space is available
and the Illinois prisons are aperating at 161 pereent of
capacity. According to Noon, gang predators pressure
the neufrons to bave money.orders sent to affiliates on
the culside in return for protection. “You pay your
way for survival,” says Noon. The alternative is being
turned into a “bitch,” And even the biggest, baddest
neulron, black or white, can’t hope to prevail with five
aszailants corning at him.

Prison Fcllowshlp formder Charles Colson,
who has visited 600 prisons over the past 20-years, feels
that the possibilities for addressing questions of right
and wrong with inmates are diminishing, They kanow
what hé’s about, that he did time himself, that he’s try-
ing to help, but they slap-away his hand when he offers
it. He describes the new type of criminal as “cold,
remorseless, conscienceless.”

T2 1963, according to FBIstatistics, more than 90 per-

cent of murders resulted in & suspect’s arrest. At
present; more than one third of all murderers eluds
apprehension. As-John Bilulio and Ids eollaborators
note in' Body Cownt, despite a 91 percent increase in
the rate of minors charged with crime over the last
decade, the average sentence for homicide is 149
months, with the average time served coming a paltry
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43 months, less than 48 percent of the sentence.
Kidnappers serve 50 percent of their sentence, robbers
46 percent and those who coramit assault 48 percent.
Further, 13 percent of minors charged with violent
crimes have them dismissed, 13 percent are sent to
adult court, 16 percent to juvenile detention, and 28
percent to “othier” supposed golutions such as proba-
tion and community service, But with recidivism rates
in the United States as high as 75 pereent—355 percent
of Chino inmates repeat—those who do a stretch will
soon be back,

Dilulio, a Demacrat, wams of those now
growing up surrounded by “deviant, delinquent, crimi-
nal adults, in fatherless, godless and jobless settings.”
That kind of “criminogenic” environment is the breed-
ing ground for the new breed of eriminal. He is not sur-
prised that the rate of homicide by youths under 17
tripled between 1984 and 1994, which could boost the
total of juvenile murders 25 percent by 2005. This at a
time when the number of 15-19-year-olds of ali races is
expected 1o rise 23 percent before 2005,

“The viciousness and the increasing frequen-
cy of the predators on the nalional scene,” writes
Andrew Thomas, “have led Americans to wonder
what possibly could have broaght about such mindless
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public broadcasting.”

Available at hookstores now! |
Or call (800) 632-8676 to order today

“ﬁ}hcwd-hittmg vet fair-minded

- statement of the case for

- subjecting public broadcasting to
market discipline.”

“Tarvik shows whc&t @ vacket PBS is.
“An eye-opening and bavd-hitting exposé of political bias in

“The case for privatizing PBS bas never been more convincing.”

This riveting new book peels back the facade from the television
network that was supposed to make us proud. Noted media critic
Laurence Jarvik gives you the true stories behind the shows and
personalities that have made such a lasting impact on our
country—from Bill Moyers to Mr. Rogers, from MacNeil/Lehrer to
Julia Child, from Masterpiece Theatre to Monty Python, from Nuture
to This Old Heuse, from Firing Line to Frontline, and much more.

This is a fascinaﬁhg story of egos, power struggles, backroom deéals,
greed, and the endless, bitter fight over America’s cultural soul,

brutality. The answer requires tracing consequences
back to their original ideas,”

“Since the late 19th century there has been a
prevalent opinion that society s more to blame for
crime than the criminal,” writes psychiatrist Stanton
Samenow in Irside the Criminal Mind, grappling with
a notion that is part of the genetic structure of the Lefi,
More recenlly, “sociologists assert that the inner-city
youngster responds with rage to a society that has
excleded bim from the mainstream and made the
American dream beyond his reach, Some contend
that erime is 2 normal and adaplive response Lo grow-
ing up in the soul-searing conditions of places like
Waits and the South Bronx.” The only trouble with
these sccial theories, Samenow found, was that they
did not square with reality.

It was “unwarranted and racist,” Samenow
said, to assume that because a person is poor or a
minority i is inadeguate to cope with his environ-
meni and therefore could not become a criminal. He
found that violent eriminals came from all strata of
society, ol just poor areas, that they had rejected their
parents, nof the other way around, and that they were
not forced inte  life of crime and violence but rather
chose it, Criminals know right from wrong and
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“believe that whatever they want to do at any given
time is right for them. Their crimes require logic and
self-control.” He concluded that “erime tesides within
the minds of humnan beings and is not caused by social
conditions.” Further, “there are people who will be
exploitative, larcenous, and violent no matter what the
laws are,”

And no 'malter, one should add, how much
the government spends. The rise in crime has accom-
panied a five-fold increase in social spending since the
1960s. Lack of money is not the problem. Echeing
Bob Dole, Samenow says that criminals themselves
are the problem. Criminals are “at heart anti-work”
and believe that taking & job means “to sell your soul,
to be a slave.” The criminal “believes that he is enti-
tled to whatever he desites . . . .Many of the criminal’s
fantnsies range beyond what s feasible, but ence he
comes up with an idea that seems plausible, he nour-
ishes it until he is positive that he can enact it without
a hitch, ., , . Wherever the criminal is . . . he visualizes
people and property as opportunities for conquest.”
Criminals “crave power for its own sake, and they will
do virtually anything to acquire it. Insatiable in theix
thirst for power and unprincipled in their exercise of it,
they care very litte whom they injure or destroy.”

'Bvery step of today’s juvenile fustice system,
says Paul McNully a former Department of Justice
official, reflects its orientation “toward treatment and
rehabilitation and away {rom accountability and pun-
ishment.” In this system, one finds not criminals but
“delinquents,” who are nol arrested but “taken into
custody,” not failed but “detained,” not charged with
crime but “referred to the court,” not tried but given a
“hearing,” There is no sentence, just a “finding of
delinquency™ and a “placement” in a detention center
or residential facility, }

Morgan Reynolds, director of criminal justice
for the National Center for Policy Analysis, says it is
“neither justice nor a system™ and calls for abolition.
Curiously, the juvenile system began in 1899 in Cook
Couniy, Iliinois, which currently has one of the worst
prablemns with juvenile offenders, who terrorize staff
and inmates alike af the county’s juvenile fail.

Recognizing a lenient, revolving-door system
when they see it, pang members ofien ordsr younger
members (o commit the most heinous murders, know-
ing that they will do the easiest time.

More than a decade ago, before the situation
reached its current catastrophic state, Stanton
Sumenow wrote: “If we persist in traveling along well-
trodden paths that are littered with failure, who knows
how much worse things will get?” He is not surprised
at how bad things have become, The government can
build prisons, but it cannot alleviate the moral pover-
ty that causes violent crime. It cannot apd will not
build moral character or inculcate a spmtual regener-
ation,

“A lot of the factors I cited as myths are still
there, particularly in juvenile cases” he says. *“Thers s
still more than ever the tendency to look at factors our-
side the individual.” ‘This, in effect, makes crime mare
casy to cecur and the effect on juvenile criminals is pre-
dictable. “They know the system and boy do they work
it," ‘he says, The system, in effect, has becoine the
predators’ bridge to the twenty-first century,

QOut on the front lines, Wes McBride has
watched as 16 years of gang warfare have claimied
7,30 lives in Los Angeles. This body count of Bosnian
dimensfons has prompted tough, federal anti-gang leg-
islation from Dianne Feinstein, But the Los Angeles
city council, lobbied heavily by the criminals-are-vic-
tims erowd, including a liberal priest who slammed
Dole’ eriminals-cause-crime diéturn as “arguably the
durnbest ntierance ever made on erime fn America,”
rcjected the measure as a plot to throw children in fail,

“They didn't believe youngsters should be
Incked up and held responsible,” McBride says, “They
are assigning blame for everybody but the thugs them-
selves, We need to start making the littls thugs take
responsibility.” For some, that may cotail jailing therm
for long tewms sconer, rather than later. But such
warnings seem to go unheeded. So what will it be like
in 20057

“We will be in the midst of anarchy, with
Humvees in the streets,” says McBride, ciling the
maovie Dermolition Man. *We zlready have little city-
states forming, puarded cummumtlcs That’s where we
are plummeting.” i

Call it the violence inherent in the ‘.‘
systern. ¥l



HETERODOXY

he Black Studies program at San

Francisco State Universi{y—old-

est such program in the nation—
was established in 1969 as the result of
campus disorders culminating in the
1968-69 student strike. Many observers
believed that the new program headed
by Nathan Hare was a blatantly political
creation, Black Studies, along with the
School of Bthnic Studies that housed it,
seemed to be an intellectual
ghetto where scholarship
was subordinated to politi-
cal rhetoric, a department
of “vietim studies” whose
ultimate purpose was fo
promote group solidarity
and to serve as a locus for
activism.

Yet, despite its inauspi-
cipus beginnings, the department
has generally kept a low profile in
the decades that followed.
Certatnly no one on its facuity in
recent years has attracted any-
thing like the notoriety of a
Leonard Jeffries of City Coilege
of New York, or even a Tony
Martin of Wellesley.

The one incident thal
brought the department into the
national spotlight oceurred in
1990. That fall, the Black Studies
department angrily protesied a
course on “black polities™ by
Robert Smith, a professor in the
political science departmen{ who
happens to be black. Partisans of
the School of Ethnic Studies
argued that this course “duplicat-
ed” one offered in Black Studies
and therefore infringed on the
autonomy of that department. In
an eerie replay of evenls [rom a
generation earlier, students who
attended Robert Smith’s class
were physically threatened by the
demonstrators, and the classes were disrupted by
50 or 60 shouting protesters, As a result of this
intimidation, enrollment shrank from 45 to five
students.

The Robert Smith affair demonstrated
how little cooperation existed between Black
Studies and other academic departments outside
the School of Ethnic Studies. Yet apart from this
episcde, not much was known of what was going
on in the department. Many of the lecturers
could teach there for years at a stretch without
being listed in the college catulogue. Even
course texis were hidden from public scrutiny,
since a sizable number of the faculty ordered
their readings from Marcus Books, a pair of off-
campus stores owned. by the former department
head and her husband. Unlike the rest of the stu-
dent body, Black Studies students had to travel
miles from eampus just to purchase their texts.

The class report givep,below is meant to
provide an jnsight info what takes place in the
Black Studies classroom. It is an excerpt from a
much longer study of the department prepared
aover a period of several years. The study
involved sitting in on 38 classes taught by 19
Black Studies fucully members between 1991
and 1993, in addition to other classes in related
fields. Reports on individual classes were sup-
plemented by detailed analysis of the assigned
readings and the wrilings of the faculty mem-
bers, and by a general discussion on .the teach-

ings of the department as it is manifested in the-

form of “melanin theory,” “black psychology,”
and Afrocentric hiétory. ’

By Anita Susan Grossman

lack Studies 300 is one of nine core courses
required of undergraduate majors. The San
Francisco State University catalogue describes it
ag follows: “Barly African civilization and the
pre-coloaial era, survey of the history of the
ancient empires of Nubia, Ethiopia, Congo,
Zimbabwe, Zuliland, etc. History of colonial-
ist; patterns of annexation, the journey of
Africans from Africa to the Caribbean, Latin
and South America and the United States.”
The instructor was Oba T'Shaka, for-
merly known as William Bradley; a name he dis-

carded during the days of the Black Power
mevement, T°Shaka is perhaps the single most
influential figure in the Black Studies program at
San Francisco State. As chairman from 1986
through 1996, he helped shape the curriculum,
and he serves as its spokesman both on campus
and in the wider academic community. Although
his chief interest is politics and not “melanin the-
ory,” T'Shaka cccupies a niche at San Francisco
State University similar tc that of Leonard
Jéfiries at City College of New York, T"Shaka is
no anti-semite, but he resembles Jeffries in the
extremism of his rejection of white America and
his promotion of Afrocentric “scholarship.” He
has contributed to the corpus in recent years by
his own writings, such as The Art of Leadership
and his most recent book, Return to the Africun
Mother Principie of Male and Female Equality,
Voi, I (1995).

" Although he had only a B.A. from San
Francisco State, T*Shaka began teaching at his
alma mater in 1972, and after a series of promo-
tions achieved the rank of full professor and
head of the department, By 1991 he had also
acquired a Ph.D. from the Western Institutc for
Social Research, an institution in Berkeley,
California, that is not accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges.

The first meeting gave an overview of
the course, but it was less a coherent presenta-
tion of particular subject-matter than a revela-
tion of Professor T°Shaka's teaching style—one

characterized by abrupt jumps from topic to

topic and a rapid-fire delivery of offhand allu-
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sions that frequently remained unexplained.

The course, Professor T'Shaka
announced, would deal with ancient African his-
tory and civilizations, The American part of
black history, “we will deal with in a certain
way.” What this “certain way” was, he did not
explain; but it became clear as the class pro-
gressed that there would be would a good deal of
crosscuiting between the ancient and modern
world, and that any comparisons involving pre-
sent-day America would redound to the latter’s
discredit.

We wére told that Kush
was the Biblical name for the
world’'s most ancient civilization,
a land called Ta-8eti or Nubia by
the Egyptians, and Ethiopia by
the Greeks. T°Shaka then narrat-
ed an event about Willilam Leo
Hansberry, the black historian
whose work we would be reading.
Hansberry, we were told, had
wanted to pursue a doctorate in
angient African history but the
project was killed because the
scholarly establishment, led by
“Reisner” at Harvard, doubted
the validity of Hansberry's
research project on ancient black
civilizations. According to

*Reisner,” the ancient Egyptians
were white people, and
Herodotus' claim to the contrary
was not reliable. “Isn't he more
reliable than yoeu?” Hansberry is
supposed to have retorted.
Hansberry went on (o Cambridge
University only te be told there
-that they had no way of evaluat-
ing his werk on such a topic, so he
taught instead at Howard Univer-
sity.

We were given no histori-
cal context for this jumble of
anecdotal details -and offband
allusions, What precisely were
Hansberry's claims concerning
the existence of ancient “black”
civilizations? What evidence was
presented for them and has it

been pccepted by competent archaeologists and

historians? Who was “Reisner” [te,, George

Reisner, a distinguished Egyptolegist and

archaeologist] and when did the exchange with

Hansberry take place? Professor T"Shaka failed

to explain who Herodotus was, or why his sup-
posed remark about the ancient Egyptians being

Negroes is accepted only by Alrocentrists,

T'Shaka said that “Kemet” (Egypt),
which emerged as a world power in 3200, is the
oldest daughter 6f “Kush” (Bthiopia), T*Shaka
remarked parenthetically that the name

“Europe” comes frors the Queen of Carthage, a

black woman (2 claim which scems to be a total
fabrication). Kenict is to Africa what Greece is
to Europe, he informed us. Referring to what he
calied “the: mothering influsnce of Kemet,* he
explained that “the flowering of civilization
occurred in Bgypt,” whoze civilization wag “ihe
greatest single achieveiment.” The instructor
made no menlion hers of the civilization of

Babyloniané or Sumerians, ancient! contempo-

raries of the Egyptians, by way of comparison,

Instead he merely asserted that the Egyptians’

accomplishments “towsr ahove most others,”

Prof. T'Shaka then added that Eurocentric edu-

cation, with its Greek bias, is a recent invention,
and that Socrates, Plato, and Pythagoras—which
he mispronounced as “Pythogoras™—all weni to

Kemet for their education, These claims, as

Mary Lefkowilz (Not Out of Africa) and other

scholars have shown, are patently untrue,
The West is proof of what happens when
Continued on page I
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scientific knowledge is used for materialistic
ends, T'Shaka informed the class. As examples
of this misuse of knowledge, he observed that
Henry Ford financed Adolf Hitler, and that
major corporations had been “in bed” with
Hitler too. He noted that the atom bomb was
developed in this country and dropped on an
Asian people.

The “mystery system” of ancient Kemet,
we were told, invelved a $et of temples and high-
er education—it was a “sacred sclence” as
opposed to secular education foday, which is un-
spiritual. T"Shaka criticized Plato's Republic for
including slavery and disrespect for the role of
women, Ancient Egypt also had slavery, he con-
ceded, but it wasn't the foundation of society.

The ancient geographical area now
known as Saudi Arabia was calied Sumeria in
ancient times, he declared, adding that Persia
was African in its very beginnings. (Since Persia
is in Asia, next to Afghanistan, it was unclear
what he meant by this.) Egypt is in Africa, he
reminded the class, although Western historfans
don't stress the fact. Moreover, the Biblical

Moses was black, as were the original Jewish
pecple. In fact, Moses was a student in the mys-
tery system, which involved the purification of
the mind, This is something that black people
can use, T'Shaka explained. Pecple can gef
Ph.D.’s and yet be most ignorant if they don’t
possess the knowledge of the self.

On the subject of music, Prof. T'Shaka
praised rap as a cultural innovation of black peo-
ple. Classical music didn™ originale in America,
he observed; the one musical art found devel-
aped by white people in this country is hillbilly
music. Buropeans—by which he meant whites—
can =ing the blues, but they are only interpreting
it, reproducing the form but not the substance of
the music. .

We also were informed ihat Indians

lived in harmony with nature, and that the

United States is the most warlike of all countries.
According to Prof. T'Shaka, our government is
based on the Iroqueis confederacy, for Franklin
ang Jefferson had no model in Burope for unit-
ing the thirteen colonies. However, while they
adopted the form of Indian political life, the
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Founding Fathers did not absorb the true spirit
of freedom in the Iroquois confederacy, which
had extended equality, to women—unlike the
U.S. Declaration of Independence, which mere-
ly said, “All men are created equal.” ’

The instructor next turned to the topic of
voodoo, which he pronounced “voodom" and
said derived from ancient Egypt. (There is, of
course, no ¢redible evidence that the pharaonic
Bgyptians influenced the animistic beliefs of the
West African Negroes from whom American
blacks are descended.) Speaking cf the survival
of African religion in the New World, T'Shaka
remarked, érypticaily, “We "hid behind the
Orishas.” Prof. T'Shaka did not define Orishas
for the class, although in his book The A of
Leadership they are described as divine spiritual
forces for which Christian figures were s “cover”
He made bewildering references to “neters” in
ancient Kemet, which ltkewise went unexplained.

Prof. T'Shaka biiefly touched on Nat
Turner’s slave rebellion, describing Turner as a
minister whe “uprised” [sic] the slaves, Within
seconds we had moved to the subject of the Gulf

lack Studies 201 was the title of

the course until 1991, when its

name was changed to “Kemet,
Afrocentricity and the BPawn of
Science.” From 1989 through 1996, BLS
201 “was taught by Orant Venerable,
who embarked also on an ambitious
project to enlarge the science-connect-
ed offerings of the Black Studies
Department, In 1594, three other such
courses were introduced, all taught by
Venerable: Black  Studies 211
(“Kemetic Sirategies in Pliysical
Science 1I"); BLS 213 (“Kemetic
Strategies in Physical Science 117); and
BLS 401 (“Kemet, Afrocentricity, and
the Structured Whols.”) While three of
Venerable’s courses helped fulfill gener-
al education requirements toward grad-
uation, none of them counted toward a
science degree at San Francisco State.

Prof. Venerable announced his dissatis-
faction with this state of affairs in an interview
in the studcnt newspaper, The Golden Gator
(May 16, 1996). The College of Science and
Engineering, for its part, had made a concession

-in allowing Venerable’s “Kemetic science”
courses to fulfill even general education
requirements. Initially, the Chemistry
Department had been opposed to this, and
allowed it only if the word “chemistry” was
dropped from Venerable's course descriptions.
According to James Kelley, Dean of the College
of Science and Engineering, who had reviewed
the courses, “Theres a lot of Afrocentrism
going on in science, but it’s not recognized as sci-
ence.” Their position was that “whatever it is, it
isn't science, so we don’ t have anything to say
about i&.”

Disappointed at not being allowed to
teach within the Collgge of Science and
Engineering (despite his 1970 doctorate in
chemistry from the University of Chicago),
Venerable left San Francisco State in August
1996 for Chicago State University, That school
offered him immediate tenure in  the
Departments of Bthnic Studies and Chemistry,
as wall as the post of Associate Provost for
Academic Aflairs. In parting from San
Francisco State, Venerable accused the College
of Science and Engineering of being “deeply
entrenched in white supremacy” (The Golden
Gator, Oct. 3,'1996). In & subsequent letter to
the Gaior (Oct. 24, 1996), he denounced their

“fatuous judgments on what constitutes science,”
and alleged that the Cheinistry Department was
“falling over itself to hire every undistinguished
non-black that comes alongto part-time.”

Black Studies 201 is one of nine core
courses required of Black Studies majors at San
Francisco State. The class meeting of “Black
Involvement in Scientific’Development” I attend-
¢d bepan with Dr. Venerable directing the atu-
dents to stand hand-in-hand in a circle. We were
then asked te recite aloud, in unison, the names of
our mothers, grandmothers, and so on, as far back
as we could! and to do the same with our fathers,
grandfathers, great-grandfathers, andsoforth. Dr.
Venerable also participated, naming the various
generations of his family and moving with the stu-
dents in a circle, first clockwise and then reversing
the direction, He explained that in cur circuler
movement we were both emacting and summan-
ing the “Nubian Vortex. Br, Venerable gave no
explanation of the term, éxcept that it was an
encient cosmic cycle covgring 17,000 years, and
influencing lile on earth, as well“as the larger
scheme of things.

While walking slowly around the room,
the students were to listen to the beating of their
heart and to focns on the “center.” The instructor
chanted in a deliberale, repetitive manner differ-
ent from kis normal speaking voice, Among other
things, he intoned;

Energy is always alive, radiating,
vibrating. . . . A person’s name is energy,
not a material, say the knowledge-hold-
ers, All existence is cosmic snergy, say the
knowledge-holders. All energy vibraies,
all energy is connected, say the knowl-
edge-holders. . . . Energy brings distinc-
tion to matter, say the knowledge-hold-
ars, The child seen as material cannot be
raised, say the knowledge-holders . . . .
The child seen as material is denicd life,
say the knowledge-holders, This is the
Nubian Vortex.

When the students returned to Lheir seats,
thay were told to talk with their nearest neighbor

"in the room and find out cach other’s name and

astrological sun signs.

D1, Vensrable announced that the univer-
sity is governed by three principles, namely, “of
being self-constructed, self-penerated, seli- rogu-
lating, and self-organizing. . . . (How this made
three principles and not four he did not explain).

Soon afterward, by way of digression,
Venerahle told a story about the fall of Lucifer,
who had been damned by God for refusing to bow
down before “the human. group, a special creative
set” that Gou had asked his sons to honar. Satan

Black Studies 201: Black Involvement in Scientific Development

told God, *You are my top lover,” and refused
to worship “the human group.” For his Joyalty,
he was sent away, and ever afterwards the
phrase “Go ta Hell” reminded Satan of “the
love of his life,” Venerable said that his legend
was recounted in Joseph Campbell's The Power
of Myth, but he gave no hint of its ultimate
derivation, He also claimed that the Hebrew
word “Satan” was the analogue of the Egyptian
deily Set,

A group, we were told, is a special kind
of “closed™ set. The term “closed” has taken on
different meanings over time. [t now connotes
“proteciiveness,” but onginally it had to do
witht

constructiveness, gensrativeness,

the ability of the set to self-construct, (o
self-generdte, What that means, if the
set is closed, you have closure . . . . It’s
closed to degencrative stuff. So closure
means if you have an element A of a
set, it acts upon element B of the set,
and creates an element C, and that ele-
menf C also belongs to the same set as
A and B, then that set constitutes a
group by definition. [We] are a set unia
curselves, and we're also a group.
‘We're a subgroup in here of humans,
the whels human genus,

‘When you were born, te told the stu-
denis, your parents recognized you as “a mem-
ber of the set” and declared “that the set must
be a group.” Thereafter, “people had the math-
ematical right to call themselves groups, espe-
cinlly when they gathered together like this.”

The interaction of different properties
of different people. can produce interesting
effects, he continued. Property & may find its
reciprocal or compliment [he wrote this out in
mathematical notation as e x a] “and when
those two come together, there’s recognition of
regiprocity. What comes out of it is unity.” Yon

may find a soulmute in a stranger in a process

whereby a quality in you compliments a quality
in the other, and “all kinds of spiritual dynamite
goes off.” In algebra it is called “reciprocity,”
and “this is a multiplicity group when you’re

_ multiplying these things.”

An “additive group” was another kind
of union of two people: People are looking for
people with a certain income level, they find
thom, and that person is looking for samebody
of a'certain appearance, qualification, they find
them fhe wrote on the blackboard the equation

i a+a(—a)= 0] These two qualities comple-

ment in an additive way, produce a unity called
zeto In algebra.
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War, which T'Shaka said was being waged
“against people who lock fust like you,”

In a discussion of the syllabus, consisting
of eight unnumbered pages, Prof. T°Shaka
explained that the greatest age of Spanish histo-
ry was under the Moors from 711 AD to 1481, a
time when black people ran Spain, According to
T’Shaka, Spain was “the last great world power
we had.”

By the year 2020, according to Professor
T"Shaka, people of color will be a majority in the
United States—that is, he added, if we have
demographers “of color.” The college faculty, he
noted, was not of color, and operated in 4
Eurocentrlc framework, Hence they advocate
the adding of just a little multiculturalism,

Next on the agenda was some classic
Greek-bashing, Aristotle wrote 400 books, so
how good could he be, T°Shaka asked the class.
How could he write that many books when he
had no teacher in mathematics in Greece?
Aristotle said that the earth did not move
around the sun: presumably we were o take this
as evidence of his benightedness.

The Afrocentric writer Tohn Henrik
Clarke, whom T'Shaka referred to as a “great
black thinker,” said that slavery structured our
capacity to dream. We need a vision of a better
society, he asserted—7and aimost anything
would be better than what we have now,” As evi-
dence of the flaws in our socicty, Prof. T"Shaka
pointed to the homeless people in the streets—
adding that “this isn't just brothers.” Morecver,
the white population of the country is hardly
reproducing itself, and there is vast nonwhite
immigration, How do you level off the nonwhite
populatien, he asked. Then he answered his
question with the example of Vietnam, when
“they was puttin’ *em on the frontline®—mean-
ing that blacks were put in the most dangerous
positions where they could b killed,

This course, we were told, would show
s how “to use the past for the present.” T°Shaka
assured us that “Alfrican people aren'’t perfect”
and that “this isn’t 8 course in romanticism.”
Cousidering all that had been said during the
class period, the disclaimer was not particularly
cenvineing. No reading was assigned at this or
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the next meeting, We later learned that texts
would not be in the bookstore for another two
weeks.

The Second Class Meefing

This period was devoted to Middle
Eastern history by way of background for the
Gulf War. Prof, T°Shaka presented the class with
a nonstop recifal of facts and figures on the
Middle East in the twentieth century, with spe-
cial emphesis on how the politics of cil has
affected relations with the West, Interspersed
among remarks sbeut the rise of OPEC and the
multinational ofl corporations, known as the
Seven Sisters, were comments on the ancient
and modern Near East,

A few selected remarks convey the tenor
of the day's lecture. Prof. T°Shaka reminisced
about how his father had been called up for mil-
itary duty during World War IL. The elder
Bradiey told his draft board fhat no Japanese
had ever tried to lynch him or called him insult-
ing names, and promised “if you arm me, I'm
gonna shoot my real enemies.” According to

Az can be seen, Dr Venerable
employed the language of mathematics to

embellish what were actually commonplace

‘observations about human relationships. Terms
like “group,” “collection,” *set,” and “identity,”
borrowed [rom everyday speech, have been
developed by mathematicians to have special-
ized meanings. Venerable reversed this process,

returning them to colloqutal patlance. Since he

had not cxplaifiéd to thc class’ the algebralc
meaning for the terms he used, the jargon
served only fo mystily his audience, when noth-
ing profound had been said. Thus the multipli-
cation of reeiprocals, which yields the number 1,
is made to represent romantic love or spiritual
urion; the addition of a number with ils nega-
tive to produce a zero is apparently used fo indi-
cate more exiernal {e.g., physical, social) bases
of attraction.

The instructor aiso resorted to peculiar
anglopies from biclogy. The human child fs born
without an identity because of what Veperable
described as a defective immiune system;

Other animals don't get identity
like humans get [sic] identity, so their
immune systems are built differently,
They're made more so they're self con-
tained; everything is inside, portuble;
gverything is there equipped, . . . A
baby [is] born through a chemical iden-
tily ‘cause they have no official person-
al individual identity yet, The immune
system functions on identity alone.
Without identity, there no immune
system, so the child is packaged with a
thymus glad that produces antibodies
for it.

‘Retumning to the Bible, Dr. Venerable

said that Adam and Eve were actually “dlacriti-
- cal elements within yonrsele” By “diacritical,”
he meant that “they’re complementing the
other with two different facets of your.delf,”
(Probably he was mistaking “diacritical” for
“dialectical.”) Both the Hebrew and Arabic
versions of the word “Adam” derive from the
Egyptian word “Atun,”  he claimed; and he
Iinked these with the Greek and English word
“atom,” which has to do with “some elementary
p1operty of life.” These were “all the same
word,” we were told, Once again Venerable's
etymology was erroncous: “atomus” in classical
Greck means “uyncut, indivisible”; it derives
from the “a” prefix (*not”) + “tomes” (frorn
“temmein,” meaning “to cut.”)

Accordulg to Venerable, Cair: and Abel
represented different facsts of humamly The
Hebrew words “Cain” and “Abel” meaat,
respectively, “carpenter” and “breath ¥ with the
latter denoting what he called “the animal part

of us. . ;. Just breathing, living, breathing, and

existing.” (This etymelogy is half-right: aithough
the Hebrew word “Abel” indeed means “'breath,”
the word “Cain” means “smaith,” “metalworker,”

r “craftsman,”) When tlie principles represented
by Adam and Bve came together, their union cre-
ated important human properties. One was “a
nature property, which is being larpely superaeded
today as we pulverize the Persian Gulf region of
the world as the prelude 50 destroying the rest of
the planet,” he & éxplained, When Cain killed Abe.l
consciousness “came into being and ovcrwhehned
the unconscious, gentlé animal nature that lives in
nature, And those two Were meant to be bal-
anced, not one overwhelming the other,™ The gen-
etal driff of Venecrable’s remarks was that
Buropeans have allowed their technology to run
amok, destroying the natural harmony enjoyed by
non-Western cultures. .

“The Bible is full ‘of black people,”
Venerable went on,.and ¢lafmed that white writers
of the past two hundred yeds have Lotally misin-
terpreted the curse on Cain wher they argue that
Cain’s descendants weré “all intended to be black,
and that was intended ta'be o curge.” Fle did not
elaborate on which white writers ever argued this
point, but merely declared that on the

conirary, the situation was quite the

opposite. Cain was “the conscious
approach to the structured whole.”
Although Abel was killed in the Biblical
account, the Abel quality lived in submis-
sion to the Cain quality in our relative
selves. And different societies has [sic)
put different amounts of this quality over
and under, In European society, Cain has
been exalted and raised to the hilltops
moze than in other societies, In the so-
called Third World societies, Cain is mare
kept on a plane before they weré intrud-
ed on by colomailsm So fhese were more
in balance.

The Cain and Abel story thus is an
Afrocentric allegory, with Cain representing
Western cnlture, technology, and science, and
Abel the natural world unsusceptible to logical
analysis, Tnstead of the two co-existing with the
logical faculty—one element is allowed to domi-
nate the other,

Cain’s descendant Jubal was thé mythical
inventor of the organ, we were told. (There is in

. fact no such aceount in the brief mention of Tubal

in Genesis 4: 20-22.) Dr. Venerable described the
organ as an instrament of “paradox and the strue-
tured whole,” having * complementanly doality
built into its operation.” By this he meant that the
organ allows 11s to e “two par adoexically impossi-
ble things to do togéthet,” namely, to play with
both a strmged mstrument and a wind fnstryment.

This union of opposites is the reason that his
friend Therese Braithwalte named her equation’

-“Greek” or “Buroceniric” mind to reconcile

“Jubal.” He wrote the so-called “Jubal equa-
tion™ on the board, explaining that it was:

The living interconverter that lets
you interconvert {#c] one dimension
with another that cannot be together,
They're total opposites, they'd be total-

Iy different things . . . in different ways.
This lets you play the flute and the
stringed instrument together, inter-
changes them, holds them fogether in
the same eqnation,
The equation Venerable wrote out was:
1 = -1 # 1. Unfortunacely, to anycne who
recalls his high school algebra, this is mathemat-
ical gibberish. Il produces such corollaties as 2 =
Q,and 2=1.
Dr. Venerable contrasted Afrocentric
unity of thought symbolized by the Jubal equa-
tion with the inability of what he called the

opposites. Whereas in Wagnerian opera, for
example, goed and evil are constantly battling
ta kill each other, in “Kemetic” myth the inter-
dependence of universal opposites is stressed,
The goddess Isis allowed Set, the Eiller of her
husband Osiris, to escape punishment,
Veperable explained, because “he [Set] was a
diacritical element needed to maintain the bai-
ance of nature, He continued:

Set represented the dryness of the

Nile Valley; Osiris represented the
moisture. You ecap kill dryness.
Moisture can get out of control, and
you have constant flooding. If you kill
moisture, dryness can. got out of con-
trol, and you have drought constantly,

" The Jubal equation unifies space and
time, Venerable contifued, likening it to
hxmtem’s theory of relativity, “Mathematicians
never want {o deal with it, didn’t want to know
what it meant. It had popped up in Germany.
Einstein was aware of it,” ‘

Dr. Venerable’s bracketing  of
Braithwaite, a high school mathematics teacher
and Einstein as joint discovers of his scheme of
universal order is bizarre, to say the least,

For the next class mecting we were
going to think about space and time, We were to
come in Thursday prepared for a thrill and “to
bave your mind blown away.” Somewhat alarm-
ingly, D1, Venerabie advised us not to eat foo
much breakfast before the class, .

The next meeting did indeed bring fur-
ther new and startling revelations, But from Just
this sample of Black Studies 201, it is possible to
understand why the College of Science and
Engineerihg did not find “Kemetic scix, s
ence!’ an appropriate requlrement for q
their students, P
k —A8 6.
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T'8haka, as a result of “cussin® out the draft
board,” his father received a 4-F classification, “I
followed in my father’s footsteps,” he added
somewhat crypticalty.

In discussing the Middle East, Prof.
T'8haka explained that *Tigris-Euphrates means
‘between two rivers’ because it splits off, and so
Iraq is known as ‘the nation between rivers.’”

{This is of course wrong: the word he was search- |

ing for is “Mesopetamia,”} Iraq had a great civi-
lization called Mesopotamia, he went on, and
said that some historians “stretch it back. as far
as 3,000 B.C.E.* But “we know it doesnt go
back that far,” The reason for the disagreement
is that experts on ancient Sumeria; which, he
explained, was a black civilizatien Jocated in the
area that is now Saudi Arabia, “try and date
Sumeria before Egypt.” Such historians “put
Sumeria at 4,000 B.C.” But Hgypt didn™ arise
until 3200, he stated, “and we know Egypt pre-
cedes Sumeria, even as Ethiopia precedes all of
them, so there’s some problems with dates, . . ."”

In fact, historians and archasologists
concur in describing Sumerian civilization as
being at least coeval with that of ancient Egypt,

and their cuneiform writing as antedating hiero-
glyphs, Moreaver, anclent Sumer was not locat-
ed in what is now Saudi Arabia, bui in modern-
day Iraq, and even tc say that Iraq “had” a great
civilization called Mesopotamia is fo Imply a
direet cultural and biological continuity between
the ancient and modern inhabitants of this area
which does not exist. (Today’s Iragis are Arabs,
who are a Semitic people: the Sumerians were
nol a Semitic people, were not Africans, and
were not Negroes.)

On the subject of why Germany and
Japan were prohibited from sending large mili-
tary forces abroad, T'Shaka said that he under-
stood why the Japansse would probably be
reluctant to engage in such activities:

“Because this was a gountry that.had
two nuclear bombs dropped on them after they
surrendered in World War II. Did y’all know that
Japan had already surrendered when we
dropped those bombs on ’em? And the reason
they dropped those bombs on them was, one,
they were a yellow nation—because they {the
U.5] had had those bombs and could've
dropped them on Germany. . . . There was a lot

maore reason to drop them on Germany, but they
dide’t. And remember, the Japanese were put in
concentration camps in World War Ti; the
Germans were not. So 1 think that Japan would
have reluctance to enter into a war in which
they're dein’ in other people of color®

Of all the misstatements of historical
fact I heard in Black Studies classes at San
Francisco State, Prof. T'Shaka’s remarks here
are probably the most outrageous. Here we have
the Big Lie (two atom bombs were dropped on
Japan by the U.8. alier Japan had surrcndered)
surrpunded by a cluster of smaller ones, such as
the claim that the bomb was available to drop on
Nazi Germany but was deliberately not,
used because of feelings of white racial

a i
solidarity. ) "‘/fﬁ

Dr. Anita Susan Grossman has taught at several
universities. She wishes to thank Dr John H.
Bunzel of the Hoover Institution for his help in this
project. An article co-authored by Dr. Bunzel and
D Grossman, focusing on other classes at San
Franciseo State, will appear in the spring 1997 issue
of The Public Interest.
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Burned Churches, continued from page 1

These facts did not prevent the media
from giving credence to NCC claims about ram-
pant white racism. To exploit the press attention
and Clinton’s opportunistic elevation of the issue
into a national crisis, the Council began advertising
its Burned Churches Fund in full-page newspaper
ads arcund the nation. Unadvertised, however, was
the appointment of Rojas, an unreconstructed left-
ist who has spent his life doing the revolutionary
stations of the Cross as the Fund’s administrator
and chief spokesman. His presence in the upper
echelans of the NCC suggests that the organiza-
tion’s goals are considerably more complicated
than merely the laudable restoration of destroyed
churches or even opposition to bigotry. Although
Rojas now leads one of the organization’s most
sucecessful fund-raising campaigns, he has ne previ-
ous church-related werk history. The reason for
this gap in his religious résumé is that
he spent a lifetime doing propaganda
for collapsing, extreme-left groups that
foment class and racial hatred. Yet
given what the NCC intends with its
newly enriched Fund, this experience
may be crucial rather than cantradicto-
ry, and may qualify Rojas as the man of
the hour rather than an imposter,

By the National Covneil's own
admission, at least 15 percent of the
Burned Churches Fund, whose publicly
avowed purpose is church reconstruc-
tion, will go towards the NCCs pro-
grams to extirpate racism’s “root caus-
¢a.” Don Rojas will therefore have $1.5
million or more to promote the NCCs
radical “racial justice agenda,” which
sees Ameriea ag gmlty at the core and
equates pulitical conseivatism’ with
white supremacy.

Don Rojas’ curticulum vitae is full
of suppaort for defeated, discredit-
ed and unsavory causes. But his time
with the Marxist dictatorship of
Grenada from 1979-1983 was, in a
sense, the time of his life, There, he was
in the cockpit of communist revolution-
ary history as Prime Minister Bishop’s
New Jewel Movement brought Soviet-
style one-party rule to Grenada for four
years. It was a heady moment that
ended suddenly when Bishop was
assassinated by rivals within the party
and the ensuing chacs precipitated the interven-
ticn of U.S. troops,

“Rojas was basically a strong supporter of
Bishop until his death,” says Terry Marryshow of
Grenadas Maurice Bishop Political Movement
(MBPM). Marryshow says that Bishop met Rojas
in the US. before Grenada’s revolution, where
“they moved in the same progressive circles.”
Marryshow recailed that in the wake of Bishop’s

* murder in 1983, Rojas rushed 1o the island’s tele-

phone company building to communicate with the
cutside world on behalf of the party,

Grenadian government documents cap-
tured by the U8, military, and now kept in the U.S,
Archives provide a window onto Rojas’ propagan-

da work for the short-lived Marxist state of -

Maurice Bishop. In several memos addressed-to
Bishop as “comrade leader,” Rojas reported on his
trips to the Soviet Union, Cuba, Angola and
Trinidad for the New Jewel Rarty. Rojas traveled
not only as & Grenadian official, but also aé an offi-
cer of the Internaticnal Organization of Journalists
(103), a Sovier-front meadin group based in
Czechoslovakin,

On February 10, 1983, Rojas wrote Bishop
about his meetings with the Marxist govérnment of
Angola garlier that ysar. Alter presenting a letter

fronm- Blshop td.-the Angolan, foreign minister, .

RDJaS addréssed the IG]' ‘s ¥presidivm,” then meet-

ing in Luanda, where h poke of Grenada’s “rev-:
Qlutlonary 1mass media® &hd jts efforis .16, counter-. K
pjopaganda campalgn”

act ' the - 1mperlahsts
& amsl the-Grenadia
7 Notirig that the-10F4 Fearon 167 moeting 7
“solidarity” with the

Ango]a was to express

Angolan revolution, Rojas reported to Bishop that
he had gained commitments from I0T officials for
training prospective Grenadian propagandists at
unlversities in Romania, the Soviet Union and
East Germany. Rojas reported further that the 107
agreed to provide start-up funds and monthly sup-
port to establish an office in Grenada from which
it would promote “democratic journalism®
throughout the Caribbean.

Rojas agreed to provide an analysis of the
Caribbean media to I0J offices in Prague and
Moscow, A gathering of “progressive” journalists
from the Caribbean was arranged te coincide with
the fifth anniversary of Grenada’s revolution in
March 1984,

While in Angola, ROjaS met with “com-
rades" from the guerrilla groupSWAPO-and the
African National Congress to disguss the “strug-
gle” in southern Africa. He recorded a 90-minute
intexrview with them for Radie Free Grenada, the

DoN RoJAs-REVOLETIONARY TOURIST

mouthpiece of Bishop’s Marxist stale, Rojas noted
the poor conditien of war-torn Luanda, observing
that “the masses move around in a lstless man-
ner.” He blamed this lack of revolutionary enthusi-
asm on the ¥negative impact of the world capitalist
crisis” and the “prim consequences of unceasing
imperialist destabilization of the Angolan revolu-
tionary process.” Rojas affirmed that the Marxist
rcgirne remained popular in Angola, despite the

“puppet bandits” led by Jonas Savimbi who were
trying to overthrow the revolution,

Rojas also recorded his mectings with thE
official news agency of the Angolan regime,
observing that the capabilities of the news agency
were “impressive,” And he noted, as a tip that
could be implemented back home; that radio
broadcasts are punctuated “frequently” by short
speeches from the “party leadership.”

En route to Angola, Rojas recorded that he met
wilh the “comrades” in Havana, including
officials from the Americas Department of the
Central Comimittee. This partienlar Cuban office
coordinated Soviet-Cuban intsrvention through-
out the Western Hemisphers. The Cuban offictals
agreed to provide 3,000 "booklets from the
InteHectnal Workers Conference, ancther:Soviet-

) Intellectual Workers, -

SoViet néws agenty, Rojashre
journalists to receive training from Soviet news

front group. Rijas told them that. Grenada would . Vj
" host a meeting of the Canbbean Committég of :
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outlets. And he pained agresment for a regular
flow of Soviet video- and audiotapes for the
Grenadian mediz. Novosti, another Soviet news
agency, agreed 1o supply beoks and printing mate-
rials te the Grenadian regime.

Reporting to Bishop on his trip in an April
13 memo, Rojas also advised of his upcoming trip
to Prague for an 10T gathering. He mentioned an
article he was writing for a journal of the Cuban
Communist Party and asked Bishop te grant an
interview with Bulgarian Stare Radio.

In another memo to Bishop, Rojas fold of

“recent” trip to Cuba, While in Havana, Rojas
had reviewed the galley preofs for a book of
Bishop's speeches. He wrote that 26,000 copies of
the book would be printed. Five thousand books
would be distributed in Cuba, while the balance of
21,000 books wauld go to Grenada. (It would have
had to become a mega-bestseller to justify such a
press run, since the island’s population was only
about 100,000.)

Rojas discussed Cuban help
for the upcoming meeting of Caribbean
and Latin American Intellectuals in
Grenada. The Cuban Minister of
Culture agreed to provide airfare for
conference . participants,  Another
Cuban official . promised to bring

“socialisi” joutnalists from throughout
‘Latin America to observe the Grenada
Revolution.

A Soviet television producer in
Havana told Rojas that Soviet television
had produced a 20-minute documentary
about Grenada'’s revolution for broad-
cast during Bishop’s upcoming Moscow
vigit. The Soviet pledged to provide
Soviet programming for Free Grenada
Television, a regimg mouthpiege. ..

- Rojas also recalled a mcetmg
with “his friend,” the Bast German
ambassador, to arrange a visit for
Bishop to East Germany for meetings
with the regimes strongman Eric
Honnecker,” who was “cagerly looking
forward te increased cooperation” with
Grenada.. Agreemenfs for (raining of
Grenadian workers in East Germany
were 1o be signed. The East German
ambassador urged Bishop to  visit
Bulgaria and discussed what Rojas
called “imperialism’s arms buildup in
Europe.” )

In an Oclober 54-8, 1982,
memo, Rojas reported to Bishop about
a trip to Jamaica and Trinidad to issue invitations
to the upcoming Conference of Intellectuals in
Grepada, While there, Rojas met with Jamaican
Socialist-leader Michael Manley, who pledged that
he would continue to defend Rishop’s regime
before the Socialist Interhational. The [ormer
Jamaican premier gave Rojas a “personal mes-
sage” for Bishop, which Manley said was similar to
e message he had just sent “Fidel.” In that mes-
sage, Manley agssured Bishop that his party’s
"democratic, socialist, anti-imperialist line remains
clear and uncompromised,” :

Rojas described Manley as “warm, buoy-
ant, and on the surface, sincere.” But his impres-
sions changed when, in subseqnent meetings with
other Jamaican Socialist leaders, he was told that
Manley was shifting the party “right” in order to
placate the “anti-comimunist bourgeoisie.” These
leadess condemned Manley’s opportunistic “red-
baiting.” Afterwards, Rojas described Jamaica’s
newly elected, pro-UL5. prime minisier, Edward
Scaga, as an “Imperialist lackey.” Rojas was out-
raged over Seaga’s criticism of the Bishop regime
for its “so-called h'uman rights abuses, lack of a so-
called ‘free prcss and the absence. of clections
‘Iree amd fmr arid fice from i’aar *

1shops asgagsination. by nvals withia the New
Jewel Mo\femen in October 1983; and the

1c1ng” fie* Soviet fronts
member groups in North America, Rojas orga-

Farker Wﬂ.’nnwrh’?xmmm.w Larmcax
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nized the organization’s first “fact-finding tour” of
black U.S. journalists to the Soviet Union, East
Germany and Czechoslovakia.

After ending hs relationship with the 107,
Rojas lived in Cuba, where he had formed lasting
relationships during his service with Maurice
Bishop. He was named secretary for propaganda
and information of the Anti-Imperialist Organiza-
tions of the Caribbean and Central America. The
group had been founded in Havana in 1984 to
oppose “imperialist military intervention of onr
region,” Members included the Cuban Communist
Party, the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua, and the
FMLN guerrillas of El Saivador, along with most
other major Marxist movements in the Caribbean
region.

In 1988, Rojas edited a booklet for the
Anti-Imperialist Organizations called We Are One
People from Onpe Caribbean to oppose
“Washington’s criminal invasion of Grenada” and
its “murderous mercenary war against Nicaragua,”
It was meant also to lament the fact that Puerto
Rico was still under direct *U.5, celonial rule,”
Rojas boasted that the Grenada revolution had
“helped pave the way for our collective unity,”
slnce 1t had been the first “anti-imperialist revolu-
tion" of the Bnglish-speaking world. He hailed the
‘victory” of the Cuban, Grenadian and
Nicaragvan revolutions for creating 2 common
vision for the Caribbean people. Rojas approving-
ly described his group’s convention in Managua in
1986 to honor the 25th anniversary of the
Sandinista movement.

Rojas’ revolutionary tourism looked
toward the U.S. in 1987 when he madle a tour an
behalf of the Anti-Imperialist Organizations,
speaking to “U.8. left and progressive groups,”
The group met in Panama in 1988 as the guest of
the Panamanian Democratic Revolutionary Party,
Rojas rejoiced that U.S. efforts to overthrow
Manuel Norfega had so far resulted in a “strategic
defeat for U.S$. imperialism.” He delivered a
speech on his native 8t, Vincent to a meeting of the
Anti-Imperialist Organizations in which he
denounced “imperlalism’s strategic objective” of
creating a “pro-Western, anti-communist bloc in
the Caribbean” that would isolate “left forces in
the region.” He condemned anti-Marxist move-
ments in Afghanistan, Nicaragua and Angola as
“bandits, criminals and counterrevolutionaries.”

y 1990, Don Rojas, in the phrase of the Sixties,
brought the war home, taking a job in New
York as editor of the Amsterdmn News. He had

worked for the paper, which once deseribed itself as -

America's largest black weekly, in the late 1970s as
its Broaklyn editor. Journalism was a way of prac-
ticing revolution by other means, In 1992, Rojas
addressed 3,000 demonstrators in New York for
“Peace with Cuba.”

But now he saw that the conflict that
counted was ot the one in the international arena,
those issues having been decided by the fal of the
Berlin Wall. What was important now were the
campuses and other crucial cuitural sites in
America. In 1991, Rojas helped organize a 1991
demonstration in defense of radical professor
Leonard Jeffries of City College of New York.
Jeffries had aroused controversy for calling whites
“ice pecple” and for his anti-Semitic statements
about “rich Jews,” but Rojas insisted that there was

“overwhelming support for Professor Jelfries in the
black community.”

In 1952, he told USA Teday that, “People

are looking for a new Malcolm X, and fhere jsnt
one on the horizon, The objective conditions out
thers are just as bad if not womse as in Malcolm’s
day.” However, the incendiary rhetoric Rojas
Injected into the Amsterdam News was not resulting
in increased circulation. And so Rojas looked for
his next handhold and, in 1993, was hired by new
NACCP President Benjamin Chayis to be his direc-
tor of publicity.

_The appointment, because of Rofas’ ties to
Maurice Bishop and Fidel Castro, aroused concem
within the once-venerable civil rights organization.
But Chavis, who also hired a former counsel to
Louis Farrakhan, did not apologize. “The criterion
that 1 used was not whether these persons were
connected to controversial persens,” Chavis {old
Time magazine, He also calied Bishop’s Marxist
regime “one of the most progressivg governments
there has ever been in the Western Hemisphere,”

Rojas and Chavis forced the NAACP into
a hard left turn, In 1994, Rojas belped organize a
“secret confersnes” involving Leonard Jeffries, Al
Sharpten, Sister Souljah, Angela Davis, Stokely
Carmichael and Cornel West, A later meeting
included Louis Farrakhan. Rojas defended the
encounters to the press and denied that the
NAACPS beard had been kept “uninformed.” He
proclaimed, “The African-American masses are
ready to follow Farrakhan,” and.also made it clear
that he stood by a decision to honor rapper Tupac
Shakur, despite allegations of sexual assault.

A distressed NAACP board required
Rojas and Chavis to attend sensitivity training to
remind them of the organization’s policy of not ally-
ing with communists, black separatists and black
Muslims, Rojas later criticized the board’s “red-bait-
ing,” which he likened to “McCarthyism.” He com-
plained to The Washingfon Post that the board had
treated kim like a “red vims"

Later'in The year, when the NAACP fired
Chayis for his involvement in payoffs to a woman
who accused him of sexual harassment, Rojas was
fired ai well. (He later complained that the locks on
his affice had been changed without any advance
warning.) Rojas remained with Chavis as an advisor
as Chavis waged a lawsuit against the NAACP for
breach of contract. .

ater on, some who had followed Rojas’ career

were siunned that someope with such a back.
grouad, and no experferté whatspever in church
work, managed to get a job With-the National
Coungil of Churches. He was hifei'by the NCCs
scnior “racial justice officer,”™ Lharles Mac Jones,
A Kansas City pastor, Jones Was an outspoken
political activist with his own controversial past, In
1990, he had joined with an NCC delegation that
traveled to Baghdad to sue for peace with Saddam
Hussein after Irag’ invasion of Kowait,

Jones likely hired Rojas as a favor to his
friend Benjamin Chavis, whose status as a United
Church of Christ mipister allows him to maintain
his status in left-wing church circles. (Just this
manth, Chavis announced that he had converted to
the Nation of Islam.,) Rojas’ past was not hidden
from the NCC officials who hired him, His résumé
on file at the NCC lists his employment with
Maurice Bishop and hig liter work in Soviet-occu-
pied Czechoslovakia. (Interestingly, however, he
did not mention his time in Cuba,) Rojas has cur-
ried favor with the National Councils general sec-
retary, Joan Brown Campbell, by saying that ke dis-
agrees with Louis Farrakhan’s anti-Semitism and
the Nation &f Islam’s “policies towards women,”

He has alsc claimed to Campbel! that the regime in
Grenada for which he worked was never Marxist-
Leninist, -

Given Rojas' background, it I8 no surprise
that the NCCs Burned Churches Fund seers ori-
ented as much to propaganda as to church recon-
structicn. The Fund js slated to sponsor a series of
seven “‘anti-racis” conferences around the nation
in 1997. This past fall, I got a foretasie of the likely
subject matter of these events when [ attended a
Fund-organized “Rise-Up” jamboree in Columbia,
South Carolina, Speakers, including septuagenari-
an Communist Party USA activist Anne Braden,
called for capitalisms “defeat” and proclaimed,
"We are revolutionaries.” At this get-fogether, wel-
fare reform and anti-crime legislation were equated
with racism. Drug legalization was advocated, and
the CIA was blamed for crack cocaine’s popularity
in urban America. As one speaker proclaimed to
enthusiastic applause, “The rifie is the black man’s
best friend!”

In the midst of the. conference, Charles
Mac Jones, who has recently been promoted to
associate general secretary of the National Council
of Churches. Locked Rojas in a bear hug on stage,
amid cheers.

I tiad met Don Rojas for the first time ear-
lier that month at a meeting of the Burned Churches
Fund in Mew York. *You know more about me than
Idol” he exclaimed, as he introduced himself with a
firm handshake., When I asked him if he had any
remorse about having worked for the Maurice
Bishop dictatorship or the other Marxist move-
ments of his past, Rojas replied, “Maurice Bishop
was a Soctal Democrat. I sided with him against the
hardliners on the Central Committee.,” When I
asked him about his ties to the Cuban Communist
Party, he demurred on whether the Cuban regime
could be considered repressive: “How can I say? 1
don*t live there,” He insisted that if most Cubans did
not support Castro, “They would overthrow him,
just like they did Batista.”

“My past empioyment has no bearing on
my work here at the NCC,” Rojas told me, Under
pressure from Jewish groups because of his sup-
port for Farrakhan and Leonard Jefltles, Rojas
made a show of submitting his resignation to the
NCC in September. But NCC General Secretaty
Joan Brown Campbell, after several weeks of hes-
itation, declined his offer.

Before taiking to Rojas, I spoke with Pieire
Leslie, the editor of Grenada’ only newspaper, the
Grenada Voice. (During the teyday of the New -
Jewel Movement, he was imprisoned by Bishop,
who shut down the Voice,) Leslie laughed when I
told him that comrade Rojas was now bisy with
church work in the U.S. “How do these communists
find jubs with churches in America?” he asked,

Leslics question deserves an answer, So
fa; Joan Brown Campbell and her colleagues have
offered none. But whatever brand of moral chtuse-
ness she uses to justify the employment of Rojas,
she should be at least a little concerned about one
thing. For nearly 20 years, every institution to
which he has attached himself 10 in the world of
radicalism has become imrefevant or collapsed. Now
that this Marxist version of Typhoid Mary hes
joined the Nationa! Council of Churches, should
the organization Begin to worry about its "
future? ‘

~—Mark Tooley K

Mark Tooley is on the staff of the Instinte for
Religious Democracy in Washington, D.C.

Visit the Center's New Web Slte at

- WWW.CSp
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Ophelia, continued from page 1

to the White House for coffee. (In Ophelia’s
Preface, Hillary, Tipper, Janet Reno and Marian
Wright Edelman receive special mention for
“sounding the alarm” of concern for “our daugh-
ters.”)

Pipher’s secret weapon is that she speaks
the tanguage of parents who may not have avertly
accepted feminism but have nonetheless been
trawmatized by a quarter century of feminist apoc-
alyptics. Hers is a softcore feminlsm that wraps
itself comfortingly arcund their worried and
sometimes befuddled attempt to understand and
protect their teenage daughters, The usual
ferninist clichés are here, but they are made
to seem 50 bland that soccer moms appar-
ently find them palatable. It is for this rea-
son that Christina Hoff Sommers, author of
Who Stele Femninism, calls Ophelin “a
Trojan horse.” Another conclusion that can
be drawn from the runaway popularity of
this book is that the mare strident feminism
we've all come to know, with its Marxist
undergirding and hostility to marriage and
the traditional family, is now a turnoff to
most women, Can anyone picture Susan
Faludi and other pop icons of the women’s
movement drawing the crowds of ordinary
parenis and teachers that flock to hear
Mary Pipher?

Before entering Ophelia’s imagi-
nary world of girls, it is prudent to arm one-
self with a few facts that the author certain-
ly knows but chooses to ignore—facts that
badly undercut her message about young
women suddenly wilting and falling behind
during adolescence beeause of insidious
anti-female social messages. Although
Pipher writes of plummeting grades and
1.0: scores, the fact is that fewer girls than =
boys drop out of high school, more girls
than boys go on to college, and women are
fast closing the gap In medical and law
schoels, More boys cut classes, fail to do
homework, and have disciplinary problems
in school. They are more likely to be in”
trouble with the police, More boys than -
girls have serious drug problems, and
although mere girls attempt suicide, five
times as many boys actually succeed in
killing themselves. Today's teens have
some seaty problems—but why focus on
Ophelia? What sbout reviving Hamlet and
Horatio and Laerles?

To promote Ophelia, Ballantine has
offered it as a package deal with two related books
and a “Take Your Daughter to Work™ button. One
of these other books js the more hard-line feminist
Mecting al the Crossroads by Carol Gilligan and
Lyn Mikcl Brown (see Heteradoxy, October

- 1993}, Their bleak thesis is that pre-teen pirls are
naturally confident and exuberant. But when they
cnter adolescence they are “silenced” by “good
women”—mainly white, middle-class mothers and
teachers—whe, having been themselves brain-
washed by the patriarchy, do the same to their
dauphters and students, If this theory were to gain
wide acceptanes, it would dangerously undermine
the irust, affection, and continuity between gener-
atjons, Fortunately, orly doctrinaire feminists and
the occasional self-flagellating woman take it sexi-
ously. Indeed, many women find this book anti-
female.

Pipher adopis part of the Gilligan-Brown
theory but repackages it in less radical rhetoric,
Pre-adolescent gitls, she exgilains, “not vet bur-
dened with caring for others, have a brief respite
from the female role to be tomboys,” & word
which Pipher says conveys courage, competency,
and irreverence. But “something dramatic hap-
pens to girls in early adolescence. Just as planes
and ships disappear mysteriously into the
Bermuda Triangle, so do the selves of girls go
down in droves. They crash and burn in & social
and developmental Bermuda Triangle.” These
girls “lose their voice” and are indoctrinated lato

the code of goodness. And woe to the ghtl who .

breaks these unwritten rules. “Girls who speak
frankly are labeled as bitclies. . . ;The rules are

[ Ane cye-
dangersof being young and fe
'mti howadults cn frelp:

enforced by the labeling of a woman like Hillary
Rodham Clinton as a ‘bitch’ simply because she’s
a competent healthy adult.” {"Ancther spot of
coffee, Mary? How about some of this delicious
pound cake.”)

. Like Crossroads, Pipher’s book is a collec-
tion of case studies. But Lyn Brown, Cressroads’
co-author and herself no slouch when it comes to
crepe-hanging In behalf of teenage girls, told the
Washingion Post that she finds Ophella “not very
encouraging. . . .A lot of girls really fight for the
life of their minds and ro stay connected to their
bodies, and a lot are really successful, These girls
are too passive.” This is not surprising, since the

Lma:},]im it Lhé
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girls whose stories are’ thebasis.of Ophelia are
Pipher's patients: depressed, builimiezself-mutilat-
ing, suicidal, troubled, in troubie—hardly average
kids, (The girls in Crossroads are, at least, ordi-
nary students in a private school.)

Pipher over-generalizes and sensational-
izes, but she svcceeds commercially where
Gilligan and Brown fail—by letting moms off the
hook, The overt message in Ophelia is “I'm OK,
you're OK"—it's the culture that's “poisoning”
our girls, Pipher is critical of therapists and pop-
psychologists who label” families dysfunctional,
“People do not respond well to being blamed,”

she told the Pest. An advertising blurb claims that

Ophelia doesn't “blame, vilify,” or shout “Victim
here.” Ch really? None ef the glowing media com-
mentary seems to notice that when Pipher says
“the culiure” she really means men, since our soci-
ety is male-dominated and misogynistic, “rife with
girl-hurting ‘isms,” such as sexjsm, capitalism, and
iookism.” Therefore, “America is a girl-destroying
place,” aurs 1s & “girl-piercing culture, . , .all too
happy to use ther for its purposes.™ No blaming?
No victimology in Ophelia?

To be fair, some of Piphet’s ideas seem to
be free of feminist ideology. For example, she now
takes a dimmer view of divorce—and its effect on
kids—than she did when she began her practice in
the 1970s. And she offers good, if obvious, advice
about girls finding “safe plages,” like sports and

music and volunteering, to avoid getting lost inthe

secial miasma of high school,

But alhough Pipher has dramatically
deciared a cultural crisis for girls, there is in
Ophelia a surprising amount of hand-wringing

- over the petiiest of temale travails, For instance

we are told (yet again) that in “our society,” being

pretty is valued over all else. Pipher quotes fermni-
njst artist Wendy Bantam: “BEvery day in the life of
a woman is a walking Miss America Contest.” But
this is nothing new (writes Pipher): “Helen of Troy
didn't launch a thousand ships becavse she was a
hard worker.” (Did she elope with Paris because
she thought he would be a good provider?) *Juliet
wasn't loved for her math ability.” (Unlike
Romeo, Rengissance geek?}

“Monica,” who is very bright, overweight
and suffers from acne, sums it up: “All five hun-

‘dred boys want (o go out with the same ten

anorexic girls. I'm a good musician, but not many
guys are locking for a girl that pleys great Bach
preludes.” 8ad? Yes, for Monica and her
parents, But not crisis material, Besides,
hardly anyone is at peace with her looks.

“Christy” says that bemg too pret-
ty and too smart can get you in trouble, “T
hide my looks and my intelligence.” Hides
her intelligence, Here is cne of the hoariest
mylths in feminist doctrine: bright girls
(we're told over and over again) are social-
ized to hide their braininess. But Pipher
hersell undermines it when discussing food
disorders: “Bulimic young women, like
their anorexic sisters, are oversocialized In
the feminine rele. They are the ultimate
people-pleasers, Most are attractive with
good social skills, Often they are the cheer-
leaders and- homecoming queens, the
straight-A students and pride of their fami-
lies.” But how can this be? Is it only girls
with eating disorders who can get away
with being beth bright and pepular? Or is
the real answer more obvious and
nuanced---that, yes, some groups of kids
sneer at studying and intellectuality, but
others don’t. Being a straight-A student is
still high status, and intelligence per se is
hardly a'denth'sentence lor one's social lile.
And yonng women are going to college,
graduate school, and professional schools
in droves. {Pipher offers no comment, no
speculation, on what it feels like socially to
be a nerdy teenage boy. Thal would ruin
her story line.)

The reader must endure anecdotes
aboul the avthor’s own stifled intelligence,
tiresome sell-inventories which are a staple
of feminist wriling: “Onee on a dale, T was
particularly untrue to myself, At an ASW
Drive-In. . .Denny asked me what I would
like. Even though 1 was famished I ordered only a
small Coke. (Nice girls didn't eat too ipuch.) Then
he asked about my six-weeks grades. ' had made
As, but I said I had two Cs and was worried my
parents would be mad. I can stiil remember his
look of visible relief.” The story is meast to
demonstrate how oppressive the culture is for
girls, so the teenaged Pipher’s lie was not a lapse of
character. Being a femninist means never having to
say it's my fauit, no one ¢lse’s, sometimes I've real-
Iy been a jerk.

Pipher also confides that, when she
received the Bausch and Lomb_smcncc award at a
school assembly she “almost expired with embar-
rassment.” And we learn that when she was in col-
iege she got straight As but no one told her she was
smart. Let’s see, she tells a tib in high school to
cover up her intelligence, but by college she gets .
mad when people forget to praise her for being
smart. This sexist world of ours just doesn’t get it.

Pipher can milk a feminist meseage from
anything, Iere is her theory as to why s many
young girls become vegetarians: yes, they love ani-
mals—but also “they so casily identify with ani-

Divorce, we're told, “is partlculariy diffi-
cult for teenage girls, who are already stressed by -
cultural forces,”™ Why Pipher feels qualified to
make the implied comparison with boys is puz-
zling, since she admits to hafing Hitie professional
knowledge of them. (In faet, there is at least one
rfeason to postulate the opposite: divoree mors
often cuts kids off from their fathers than from
their mothers, and a boy about to become a man is
especially in need of the male parent.)

Adolescent pirls need “a more public
place in our culture, not as sex objects but as intez-
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esting and complicated human beings,” Chelsea
Clinton, we're told, has become a here for many
teen girls because she's “net a sex-object or vic-
tim.” {Well, if those are not the reason for her pop-
" wlarity, what is? Let’s hope it's not that her parents
are famous—that would be terribly elitist.) Pipher
laments that aside from Olympic athlstes, no other
adolescent girls are positive public figures. {Can
you think of any boys who are? There’s Prince
William, of course, but he has famous parents too.)

Girls "move into a culture with a
Constitution that gave white men, not ail
Americans, the right to vote, and has yet to pass
un equal rights amendment, They join a culture in
which historical documents proclaim the rights of
man.” (Newsflash, Ms. Pipher: You can vote now.}
Omne wonders what other culture she has in mind
where women have more freedom. It’s no surprise
when Pipher admits that her daughter pronounces
history class boring, All those kings and generals
killing each other, she asks—where
were the women?

But Ms, Pipher, hasn the
women’s movement made our country
a better place for girls? To an exient,
says Pipher, but “in some ways the
progress is confusing. . . . The Hp service
paid to equality makes the reality of
discrimination even moere confusing.”
Apparently there is no news that’s
good news for women and girls.

Ophelia is brimming with com-
plaints just as whiney and trivial as
these—which raises the deopressing
question why this ook is taken so seri-
ously. How has Piphet become guru (o
thousands of readers who place them-
selves outside the feminist fold? We
know from fans’ comments in the
media that reading Ophelia made them
relive their own teen years, rethink old
hurts, Some probably fune out the femn-
inism as they enjoy their wallow in the
past. But there is a subtler reason for
the bock’s appeal: on its surface,
today’s feminism, oflen anecdotal,
resentful and self-pitying, i, _pot far
removed from the kind of careless cof-
fee-klatch grousing about husbands
and bosses and boyfriends that women
have always sngaged in—and enjoyed.
Probably some readers are titillated by
Ophelig’s soft-core fominism; and
becavse it's superficial, reminiscsnt of
daytime talk shows, it seems innocu-
ous. They don’t see the slippery slope.

But readers respend to Ophelia for rea-
sons that go beyond recreational bellyaching,
Pipher has tapped into parentd] anxieties that are
more substantial, issues of contemporary culture
that many find frightening: teenage sex and drug
use, the precipitous decline and coarsening of our
pop culture in the past 30 years, and its cynicism
and nihilism. The conitroversial Calvin Klein ad
for “be” fragrance, with its scrawny, tattooed,
greasy-haired, junky-esque modcl is every parent’s
nightmare for what a daughter could become. Ads
for kids' clothes (Guess and Buffals jeans and
Gasoline Jeanswear) are similar; teenage boys
show up in these ads, as well, locking just as seedy
and used, Columnist John Leo cails it “pedophilia
chic.” And there’s the "whore chic” of Madonna, a
pop icon whe (amazingly) has special cachet
among many radical feminists (particularly those
in academia), who applaud her saucy indepen-
dence and idolize her for her in-your-face bisexu-
ality and kinky exhibitionism, W

Pipher describes, sometimes luridly, a
prubby teenage culture {remember, though, her
source is her patients, kids in therapy). One girl
tells of eighth graders woaring low-cut dresses to
partigs where there’s booze and sex. Another
reports feeling Ihreatened and degraded, “sexnally
harrassed” by boys at school who make lewd
remarks, sometimes even touching or grabbing
girls’ breasts. As further evidence, Pipher cites the
American Association of University Women’s
report, “Hostile Hallways.” Based o a Harris poll,
Lhis study found that our schools are the setting for
& lot of incivility, and even violence, and it suggest-

ed that many kids are erotically overstimulated.
But what Pipher fails to mention is that, according
to this report, sexual harrassment goes both ways:
boys are the victims about as often as girls,

Pipher laments the lack of agreed-upon
standards for sexual behavior: There Is “no sstab-
lished or easy way to stop a sexusl encounter. Thus
some girls avoid dating and touching because they
do not know how or when to draw the line, to say
stop." But other girls, “desperate for approval,”
succumb to the pressure to have sex, sometimes
with boys they hardly know, For some, losing vir-
pinity Is considered a rite of passage.

Viewing this through the prism of femi-
nism, Pipher does not see the conflicts that have
confronted young women since Tess of the
d’Urbervilles. Instead, she sees a problem of (what
else?) self-esteem. The cuiture has batigred these
girls’ sense of gelf. But she misses the point about
what, specifically, that contemporary culture is

[

telling tecnagers. True, sex and sexuality “ure part
of the. . .wallpgper,” associated with freedom,
adulthood and sophistication. But- mere impor-
tant, over the past several decades, sex has
become easy and casual. Once their parents' gen-
cration prenounced sex “no big deal,” is it any sur-
prise that some boys—and girls—decide to
Indulge their raging hormones?

It’s not diffieult to trace most of this sexu-
al chaos and cultural blight to its source., One
would like to prab the anthor by the shoulders and
shout: It's the Sixties, stupid! But Pipher only
dances around this obvicus point. In a chapter
calléd “Then and Now,” she recalls with somé nos-
talgia the safer, less cynical world of her pre-
Sixties childhood in a tiny Nebraska town, and she
contrasts it with the angst-ridden, gritty world of
the Nineties—but then pretends that nothing
causativc intervéned, She insists that she doesn’t
want to “glorify or to ‘Donna Reedify’ the Fifties,
which werenot a golden age, They were the years
of Joe McCarthy and Jim Crow,” a time of sexual,
racial, and religious intolerance and “a great deal
of hypourisy.” Thus, like a Transylvanian peasant
brandishing a crucifix, Pigher staves off sny
charge that shc harbors politically incorrect
thoughts,

She even stuffs a few garlic cloves down
her dirndl: “The sixties were a great time to be an
adolescent girl, That was an era of optimism and
idealism, and many girls say they wished they had
lived in those times,” Then Pipher gets guite giddy
about “Maria,"” net one of her patients but instead
an exemplary teenager, strong and prounded, The
granddaughter of refugees from El Salvador,

Maria is an activist in leftist causes and her moth-
er “an ardent feminist.” Maria's talk “reminded
me of my friends from the sixties. I couldn’t resist
asking her if she was a Grateful Dead fan.”
Indeed, Maria loves “the Dead”—and wishes
“that she had been a teen in the Sixties when peo-
ple were idealistic and free,” She hates “corporate
America and our fown’s emphasis on. money.”

Since Pipher understands so little of what
the Sixties has meant tc our sexual culture, lat us
help her out with & brief review, Various forces,
including The Pill, brought about the sesual revo-
lufion, but a critical role was played by feminists,
Utopian by instinct, they clamored for sexual iree-
dom unencumbered by traditional economic
arrangements, that is, marriage, Plenty of puys,
even those who were a-political, generously vol-
unteered their {ime to help women liberate them-
selves, and casual sex soon became plentiful and
cheap.

Women who preferred the old
dating-game rules—love and sex in
exchange for commitment—were
angry to find themselves sidelined as
squares, Meanwhile, the women who
joined in the new game were surprised
snd dismayed when men with whom
they had casual sex treated them casu-

_ally. And they complained that the
more permanent boyiriends they were
sleeping with—and cooking for—and
cleaning up after—were afraid of com-
mitment, Maybe for the first time in
civil sociely men could enjoy the sexun-
al benefits of adults while remaining
children, “Men are jerks” became the
female mantra of the Seventies; sup-
port groups were born, harboring
hordes of unhappy single women. They
‘swapped bitter tales about the men not
quile in their lives, while their biologi-
cal clocks ticked away noisily,

A wave of dazed, angry first-
wives soon joined them, cut loose from
their moorings by the newly liberalized
divoree laws, (Pleaty of men were
uneasy in this ruleless world, But
Ophelia is about girls and women, so
we'll stick o the female perspective,)
Presumably the feminists who helped
start the revolution hadnt foreseen
that it would be so tough on women.
But the news wasn't all bad—all this
anger tumed oul to be o recruiting
bonanza for the women’s moverneqt,

And what happened to popular culture?
Did the new openness, the demystification of sex,
achieve healthy, hearty attitudes, as the utopians
had predicted? For some, it probably did. But the
downgide was disaster: helped aleng by the jzono-
clasm, hedenism and “do your own thing” individ-
ualism of that decnde, the new frankness brought
a toferance for raunchiness and cruelty in popular
culture no one could have dreamt of before the
Sixties, Soon fominists were railing against the
expleitation and degradation of women that their
arrogan! wtopian schemes had helped unleash.
Again, the women's movement benefited—more
outraged women, more recruits, As for kids grow-
ing up, had anyone imagined that college students’
demands for sexual freedom wouldn’t soon seep -
down into the high schools?

Which brings us to today's garish, coarse,
sex-drenched popular culturs, which Mary Pipher,
FPh.D., says is poisoning our daughters, The
women's movement to which she clings and whose
boilerplate she somberly repeats in this book is as

" much to blame as anyone: it's as if they bulidozed

the foundation ¢f a great edifice, imagining that
the rest of the building could remain intect; and
now they blame others for crumbling walls, gush-
ing sewer drains, windows askew. . .,

Had Mary Pipher taken account of all this
In her analysis, she might have written a book of
real substance, But it would havé been abouéw
more than just the unhappy teenage girls gy
she’s spent the last [ew years talking to. I

Barbara Rhodes iy has written on the radicaliza-
o of AAUW and other subjects for Ieterodoxy.
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The Legacy of Baynard Rustin
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Bayard Rustin: Troubles I've Seen: A Riography
by Jervis Anderson

New York. Harper Collins, 1997

418 pp., $30.00.

REVIEWED BY RONALD RADOSH

"In a time when the intellectual and peliti-
cal deficiencies of the curvent black American
leadership are widely acknowledged and when the
likes of Al Sharpton, Louis Farrakhan, Jesse

Jackson and Ben Chavig try to assume the mantle’

of titans like Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois,
Marfin Luther King Ir, and Maicalm X, ir is
appropriate to reconsider the life of Bayard
Rustin, Although better known thirty years ago,
Rustin is today a relatively unknown black
American leader, whose life and times colncide
with the heyday and eventual collapse of the civil
rights coalition that produced the Movements
great victories,

An outspoken and courageous activist, by
the full tide of the Civii Rights Revolution in the
eatly 1960s, he had already served as a full time
activist in the pacifist and soeialist movements.
Rustin had been ome of the founders of the
Congress of Ractal Bquality (C'ORE) and helped
make Ghandian aonviolence the essential stratepy
and philosophy of American movements for
human rights. His commitment to universal equal-
ity made him an unstinting advocate of integration
and an opponent of black separatism and national-
ism during the turmoil of the late 1960s.

Rustin was also a  homosexual. In the
19405 and '50s, his sexual identity was considered a
perversion. When he was arrested on a morals
charge in 1953, his mentor®.J. Muste removed
him from employment with the Fellowship of
Recongiliation. Quesitons around his lomosexual-
ity would haunt him throughout his career.

Rustin is perhaps most remembered for
the major role he played in organizing the 1963

. March on Washington, as well as for his close asso-
ciation as both friend and advisor to Martin Luther
King Jr, But as Jervis Anderson shows in this new
biography, Rustin’s roots in the Movement went
back decades before King’s arrival on the national
soene. Mr. Anderson has had unlimited nceess to
Rustin’s papars, 2s well as the full cooperation of

his many friends and comrades. Indeed, M
Anderson knew Rustin and served for a time as
his resenrcher at the A. Philip Randolph Institute,
His desire to see the world through Rustin’s eyes is

admirable in a friend, but it leads the
biographer to fail to explore some seri-
ous political questions that are desper-
ately in need of explanation.

Rustin, as Mr.  Anderson
reveals, had virtually moved through
the entire spectrum of Amerlean radi-
calism, Born into & middle-class black
family in West Chester, Pennsylvania,
he attended a white school, was raised
in the Quaker iradition, and never had
the hostility towards whites that was

the psychological whipping stick of so
many black militants. Evidently,
Rustin was aware eérly on of his sexu-
al attraction to men, a fact that he con-
fessed to his grandmether, who made
it clear that her love for him would be
no less if he chose (hat sexual path.
Ruslin atlended two different col-
leges, and despite great academic
promise, he left for unspecified rea-
sons. Most probably, the reasons
related to homosexual affairs that the
administraticng chose 1o hush up,
Rustin was alsc, an accomplished
musician with great talent and a gor-
geous tgnor voice. Skilled in both the
classics as well as traditional Nepro
folk ballads, Rustin for a time even
performed as part of a quartet with
the well-known biues singer, Josh
White,
: When he later took courses
at City College of New York, then a repository of
urban vadiédlism, Rustingravitated toward the
Communist Party. Indeed, organizing for the
Young Communist League was his real reason for

attending CONY, It was the era of the Scottsbora

boys, a case of blatant racial injustice whose cham-
pions above all was the American CP. As
Anderson writes, “what had chiefly attracted
Rustin to the communist movement was ifs pro-
gressive stance on issues of racial injustice.” Ruslin
worked on a Party campaign to opposs segregation
in the armed forees, When Nazi Germany invaded
Soviet Russia and put an end to the Nazi-Soviet
Pact, Rustjn received his orders—disband the cam-
paign which ne longer served Moscow's new intez-
&s1 in Soviet-American intervention in European
alfairs. Rustin quickly realizéd that the Party’s pri-
mary goal was not justice for the black masses, but
rather "the global objectives of the Soviet Union,”
which conflicted with the need for a struggle for
racizl equality. That knowledge cavsed his early
break with the American Communisis..

1t was harder for Rustin to curb his sexual
urges. Anderson quotes from a telling letter that
Rustin wrote in prison to the pacifist leader John
Swomley, with whom he had major political and

petsonal differences. #1 know now that for me sex’

must be sublimated,” Rustin wrote, “if I am to live
with myself and in this werld longer,” Tt was easier
saidl than done:
caught in flagrante delicio with 1wo men in a
parked car near his hotel—"brought his political
carecr to the brink of rain.” :
Despite  great  difficulties,
prass-roots organizing for the War Resisters
League, and his pioneering werk for racial integra-
tion. He found a new mentor in A. Philip
Randolph, the socialist leader of the Brotherhood
of Sleeping Car Porters, Not only was Randolph a
labor leader, he was also the preeminent civil rights
leader of the 1940s. He had threatened a March on
Washington for an integrated army during the war,
a threat that he called off when FD.R, agreed to
creation of a Fair Eniployment Practices
Committee, As a pacifist durlng a popular war,
Rustin not only refused to fight, but alse refused
the option of civilian public service, which hé saw
28 submission to the wilitary apparatus, Instzad of

doing his time in civilian pubife service, Rustin )
chose jail voluntarily and spent more’ than two ™

years in Federal prison. That act alone made it

Rustin indisoretion—he was~

‘Rustin
reemerged years later, as a result of persistent

MARCH 1957

clear—as did his later willingness to abide by the
ptinciples of Ghandian satvagraha and .endure
beatings from racist opponents—that he was will-
ing to endure the consequences of his convictions,

It was Rustins militancy that eventuatly
led him to break with his mentor Randelph. When
the labor leader called off his scheduled March on
Washington, Rustin accused him of appeasemant,
and demanded that he reschedule it and cail for
immediate desegrepalion of the arrned forces,
Decades later, Rustin would acknowledge that
Randolph’s call was the birth of the madern civil
Tights movement, and that thinking strategically
was net the same thing as selling out.

Having brcken with Randelph, Rustin
worked full time for the War Resister’s League, &
radical pacifist organization. His moment in histo-
ry arrived when Randolph and the writer Lillian
Smith urged Rustin to make contact with a young
minister, Martin Luther King Jr. Rustin scen
became the most trusted and major advisor to the
young Reverend. He instructed King not only on
the tactical matters involved in organizing the
Montgomery bus boycott but also.on the necessity
of a principled non-violent philosophy. Anderson
reveals how Rustin, visiting the Kings at home, dis-
covered that King kept a fully loaded gun in his
home for protection. He legtured King on hew
such an act could destroy the moral efficacy of his
Movement, and King promptly gave up the
WCAPOTL . B

Yet, despite his life as a trusted advisor to
King, Rustin’s past ied him to stay firmly in the
background, iest his youthful communism and his
homosexuality be used to diseredit the newly bur-

. geoning civil rights struggle, It was not surprising

that King would pick Rustin to organize and run
the 1963 March on Washiugton, an effort which
scholars are fully in agreement could not have
taken place if not for Rustin, When King went to
Norway to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, he
rewarded Rustin by making him one of the few
Movement figuies asked to accompany him 1o
Oslo for the award ceremony. )

Mevertheless, Rustin was scon to find him-
self at odds with both King and the more militant
black-powcr revolutionaries. The latter group
made known their hostility to Rustin after the 1964
Democratic Party convention, when they con-
demned the “back of the bus” setflement offered
the Mississippi Freedom Democrats by the Johnson
administration, They had asked that they accept
two representatives to take seats alongside the all,
white regular Mississippi Democrats, Rustin, along
with King, Hubert Humphrey, and others, argued
that they had won a victory, since [uture conven-
tions would have to be thoroughly integrated and
no racist delegations could receive credentials,
Urging that the Movement shift its direction “from
profest 1o politics,” Rustin argued for creation of a
multiracial coalition for social change, based on a
coalition of the black freadom movement with the
labor ‘movement. This call came at the very
moment when young biack militants were express-
ing their disillusionment with white liberals, and
beginning to espouse black power as well as black
sepatatism, Rustin was'to euffer the charge of sell-
ing ‘out to the white establishinent, a charge that
would be levied agginst him time after thoe, cspe-
cially after hisalliance with Albert Shanker and the
United Federation of Teachers during the volatile
Ocean-Hil! Browhsville strike of 1968, While the
black conmunity fought for what it called “com-
munity control,” an approach funded by the Ford
Foundation, Shanker and Rustin waged a battle to
prevent local black militarits from firing white
Jewish teachers en masse, without due process and
for no sound academic reasons.

In the latier part ‘of his biography,
Andérson only hints at controversial develop-
ments that virtuaily beg for an explanation. In par-
ticular, he strangely exonerates Stanley Levison
from any ties with the American Communist Party,
and does’ not deal candidly with-the Party’s
attempts {0 make- Inroads in the black fréedom
moventent. Mr. Anderson writes: “In its later cam-
paign to discredit King and the black civil rights
movement, the FBI alleged thit Stanley Levison
had an affilistion with the Comimunist movement.”
He then goes on to write that Rustin “saw nothing
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Chewing World Culture in
Small Bites

{the Blkesha-mer-€ av ‘slo-tal al-char) 1 ¢ the ghobal

citizen's guide to cultre, emphasizing
of the non-Western world
to Yniow as we enter the next entury

The Dictionary of Global Culinre

Edited by Kwame Anthony Appiah and Henry
Louis Gates, It, New Yorl: Alfred A. Knopf, 1996,
717 pp. $35.00.

REVIEWED BY SANFORD PINSKER

menting on the book jacket design, but
The Dictionary of Global Culture is as
good a place as any to break my rule. What
we have in this case Is  sea of white space
interrupted by the title in bold black type,
followed by its phonetic spelling and then
an entry-explanation for the ferm: “n” [a
nounj, defined as: “the global citizens
gnide to culture, emphasizing the achieve-
ment of the non-Western world, what every
American needs to know as we enter the
next century” No doubt somebody more
adept at semiotics than I am could unpack
the sub-text, bui even a novice pretty much
gets the gist—namely, that considerations
of white culture have tended to dominate
the space assigned to what might be called
“cultures of color,” and that this volume
means to redress the balance.
That said, however, I'll stick with my initial
reaction, which is 1o worry when e book facket is
rather too much on the cutesy side, and when it

Idon’t usually launch a review by com-

promises a good deal more than it seems likely to-
deliver. None of this, of course, is any tonger.sur- -

prising, but 1 did my level best Lo give such cavéats
the kibosh. After &ll, given the high regard I often
have for Henry Louis Grates, Jr.’s, work, T hoped that

this book just might be interesting, or at the very .

least much better than its cheesy jacket,

Unfortunately, cerfain matters continued.to -

nag, even before I turned thes first: page.. Nearly

every book published these days makes a bid for our -

attention (and dollars) by, touting itself as precisely

“what every American niceds to know,” whether the
voitime in question’is a sure-fire.diet program, a way
to buck up cme‘s sapging self-umagc or the latest
version of rcllggcm—on the-cheapi My own hunch
(surely one that wilf make few publishers perk up,
much less earn.me a larpe advance) is that what
most Americans need is a deepet Understanding of
America: its history, political structures, literaturc—
in short, the whole nine yards. If much of what we
think of as America is suggested by the phrase, ¢
Plurtbus yawm, il is clear that pluribus now counts
for much more than e,

The dictionary of global culture

the achievement
_what every American needs

Edited by Kwame Anthony Appiah and Hevry Louls Gates, Jt

Here is a representative sampling of the
revisionist history the editors intend to serve up; “It
is a. .. fact that five-hundred-odd years ago a cer-
tain Christopher Columbus, an Italian sea cap-
tain (whose first name, appropriately enough,
means ‘the Christ-bearer'), an adventurer in the
service of an Iberian monarch, set off to look for
2 new route to India and bumped into the
Americas on his way. For the cultures of

Christian Burcpe this represented the discovery
of a 'New World® Perhaps Scandinavian
seacraft had brought Norsemen to *Vinland’
much earlier; perhaps Africans had salled to
America before Columbus, Certainly for the
people then living in the New World—the
Ceribs in the *West Indies’ and the people who
came to be called 'Indiaps’ in honor of
Columbuss  confusion--the arrival of
Columbus was not the discovery of a new
world but the beginning of the end of an old
one,”

merge the “perhaps” of earlier Noise satlors
with that of earlier African ones, Talk about
caveel empior! This is a book that novices in
the multicultural follies ought be required to
read in the company of disinterested
experts—that is, those.zble {and willing) to
separale plausible cases from dubious claims.
Lest there be any confusion, T do not count
Gates and Appiah in this number.

None of this, of course, matters a fig to
those who ride the multicultpral express. The point
is that no respectable, politically correct American
can afford to be without 2 copy of The Dictlonary of
Giobal Cylture. Why 507 Because it will tell him or
her (notice what I've learned already) everything he
or she presumably needs to know about the wider,
non-Western world. "

+ Mo doubt some readers are aiready muiling
over their doubts. After all, as subjects go, “global
culture” is, well, large—larger cven than the
Whitman who boasted that he contained multitudes.
But not to worry, the editors tell us, their dictionary
is designed to be helpful rather than exhaustive;
moreaver, its aim s rather analogous to thumbing
through a dictionary of Swahili while one prepares
for a visit to Mombasa. Sq, a dicticnary that “intro-
duces you, however I’ldphazﬂrdly, to a few of the cen-
tral ideas and objects in many of:the world’s clviliza-
tions is, we believe, a good begmmng for our lifelong
travel through the range of humdn cultures,”

Granted, tourists viho skim the pages of a
Swahili dictionary hardly count ihemselves as fluent
Swahili speakers, just as these who browss around
in The Dicrionary of Global Culture will aot know
much about the pecple, places, and things they
encounter in a guick succession of short, largely
superficial listings. But they will nc doub? feel better
about what they don’t know, and that, T am teld,
matiers a goed deal these days,
Smail wonder, then, that T find myself turn-

ing cranky as I turn this book’s 700+ pages. Not only .

do [ feel that 've been had (like mom, apple pie, and

the flag, such multiculturalism as this gives one no |

chofce but (o salute), but also that genuine study
ought to be fashioned from sternet, more rigorous
stuff. But these ticks of discomfort positively pale

“when I consider the central assumption that under-

girds his effort—namely, that one cultire can never,
absolutely never, be better, much less superior, o
any cther; theycan only be “different” and always in
interesting; vaiue-neutral ways, All of which reminds

been, and the Canada that in fact doveloped, As the
quiip would have it, Canada could have had the best
ofall possible worlds: British eulture, French clilsine,

-and American technology, It ended up, alas, with (he

worst: British cooking, American culiure, and
French technology. Multiculturalists are, of course,
committed 0 not noticing these differences (a
French restaurant, an English counterpart—whatey-
er), but believe me, everyone else does.

That elitism has turned out to be one of
those words -which makes its way surrounded by
SNeEr quotes is unfortunately all too true; but even
the staunchest egalitarians T run across prefer to

conduct our'quarrels 6ver lunch at'a French restau-

rant, Some thitgs, in fact, are better than others, and
this includes novels, plays, poems, and virtually

Notice how skillfully the editors.

. more challengmg Alas, it wasn’t.

everything else that, taken together, adds up to cul-
ture. It was no slander on the Pampas whea Saul
Bellow pointed out that there is no “Proust of the
Pampas” (there Is, after all, no Proust in American
letters either), or that the Zulus had yet to produce
an equal to Tolstoy; but Bellow was made to pay
mightily for uttering such a politically incorrect
thought.

No such criticism is likely to attach to this
dictionary, for it is as “catholic” and as culture-sen-
sitive =5 any Thought Policeperson could wish, The
rub, of course, is that it strikes me as an enterprise
cooked up with the editor's left hands and made
commercially viable by Henry Louis Gates, Irs,
considerable reputation, In short, this is a book with
entries done “by committee,” and a very large com-
mittee to boot. Moreover, none of these entries are
signed which makes the responsibility for error a
dicey proposition.

Consider, for example, the following lines
from the entry on Ralph Waldo Emerson, After
learning that he “profoundly affected the course of
American and European thought” {one wonders
what Gates might do if he encountered such vapid
sentiments in a Harvard undergraduate’s essay), we
are later told that Emerson “became friends with
Henry David Thoreau, Nathanizl Hawthorne,
Bronson Alcott, and other members of the
Transcendentalist moverment.” The skeptical, highly
ambivalent Hawthorie is, of course, the clunker
here, as anyone who has road the Emerson-
Hawthorne journals (much less The Blithdale
Romance) surely knows. My point is that if this
entry can't be entirely trusted, what is one to think
of others far less familiar?

When 1 was in the throes of co-editing an
encyclopedia of Jewish-American literature and
culture, Irving Howe pointed out that encyclopedias
tend 1o be “promiscuous.” He did not, I (eel certain,
intend the remark to be taken as encouragement;
although he may have had the possibility of odd
alphabetical juxtapositions in mind. In any event,
there are plenty of these in The Dictionary of Giobal
Culture, my favorile being an entry on “Pindar” fol-
lowed, cheek by jowl, as'it were, by one on “Ping-
pong diplemacy.”

Omissions are even more vexing. True
enough, the editors were forced to be selective (a
dictionary containing every entry one could imagine
would also be too heavy to liff), and true enough,
they meant to give the lion's share of space to a cel-
ebration of non-Western cultural achievement. But
still, . ., To include generous citations to Richard
Wreight, Raiph Ellison, Zora Neal, Hurston,
Langston Hughes, Toni Morrison, and Alice Walker
whilc omitting Saul Bellow is hard to swallow. In the
same veln, one will encounter generous attention w0
philesaphers such as Heidegger and Sarlre, but nary
a whisper about David Hume, Mozart warrants less
coverage than Charlie Parker, while Gerry Mulligan
is omitted altogether. And when attention is turned
to Wales, a country as culturally ignored as any in
the Third World, it is Saunders Lewis (one of the
foutders of the radlcal Plaid Cymru) rather than
Richard Llewellyn or Dylan Thomas who walks off
with the single entry granted a Welsh wiiter.

These cbservations, gleaned from several
howrs of skimming, are just the &ip of the Iceberg, for
it scon becomes clear that onek radical politics,
rather than one’s acsthetic achievement, is the Ht-
mus test for inclusion,

‘The result is a yolume longer on commer-

. cial appea] than dn thought;ful design or rigorous
me-of the dld joke about the Canda that m1ght have

scholarship. Far better would have been a boak with
serious essays about Asign, African, or Moslem cul-
tures. As it stands, however, the entries are at once
foo disparate and far too brief (most run m the
neighborhood of 300 words), The editots hape that
these thumbuail sketches will whet appelites, but
sinee the book itself provides no direction for fur-
ther study (no bibliographies, in a word) my hunch
is that this is a project which builds in a mighty lim-
ited good. And that s a shame, becausc this is a pro-
ject that shonld have been at onceuchel and % l"g

7
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Police Mom Gets Bravery Medal

olice Officer Thelma Debile, a 36-

month veteran of the New York Police
Force, has been awarded the Mayoral
Medal of Valor for her heroism in a con-
frontation with two groups of rival gang
members. The twenty-nine-year-old offi-
cer, who had recently returned to active
duty following maternity leave, was seri-
ously injured in the encounter.

Officer Debile and her partner, Sergeant
Louise Schwaecher, were on patrol in the early
morning hours of July 1, 1995, when they were
summoned fo investigate a report of shots
fired. At the scene, an elementary schoo! play-
ground, they found a group of young men
yelling and shooting at each other. Foliowing
new departmental guidelines, they asked the
young men to hold their fire and advised them
that even one stray bullet would be sufficient
to kill a child. According to witnesses, {he men
stopped long enough to point oul thal it was
nearly two o'clock in the morning and that no
children were present, before resuming their
dispute.

Officer Debile, unable to make her-
self heard above the din of gunfire, took a buil-
horn from the trunk of the squad car and
informed them that they were all in violation
of Section 7 A of the city’s Firearms Reduction
Law, which bans the possession of firearms
within five hundred feet of an elementary and
ong hundred fest of a high school.

At that point, witnesses said, the
shooling stopped and Hector Fuertes, o mem- -
ber of the West Side Princes, approached the
two officers with his hand outstretched as if to
preet them. When Officer Debile stepped forward
and clasped it, Fuertes spun quickly, fiinging her
against the concrete wall on the other side of the
playground. Sergeant Schwaecher retreated-to the
safety of the squad car and radiced for asgistance.
LEventually, Mr. Fueries and nine other men were
arrested on charges ranging from weapons posses-
sion and resisting arrest to aggravated assault on a
female  pelice officer and multiple counts of
altempled murder.

Mr, Fuertes sware that he had neither
resisted arrest nor assaulted a police officer, but had
offered his hand to Debilc as a gesture of coopera-
tion, spinning around only i response to a shouted
warning from one of the other pang members who
was anxious to resume the fight. He remarked that
he had been surprised at how casily cofficer Debile
had taken flight, and expressed regret that she had
suffered a broken neck and two dislocated shoul-
ders but insisted adamantly that her misfortune was
the inadvertent consequence of his reflexive
response to the shouted warning,

By Judith Schumann Weizner

A jury convicted Mr, Fuertes of possession
of a handgun within five hundred feet of an ele-
mentary school, the attempted murder of five men
and agpravated assault on a female police officer.
e was sentenced to seven monthe in prison.

In ber three years on the force, Officer
Debile has racked up an impressive record, being
the recipient of two citations for bravery, She
earned the first one when, according to eyewitness
accounts, she heroically undertook to reason with a
gang of teenagers who had commandeered the sub-

OrricEr THELMA DEBILE

way car inn which she happenéd to be riding, Altera
tense discussion, the youths agreed to drop their
plans to blow up the train in exchange for safc con-
duct out of the subway system. The train was halt-
ed between stations while Officer Debile and the
youths disembarked and began the trek 1o the énd
of the line. On the way, however, Officer Debile,
who was at that time six-mpnths pregnant, stumbled
and (el against a switch, She: yvbn; into labor on the
tracks where, with the asslitance of one of the
youths, she gave birth.to a silll:born son,

The commendatidn she received praised
her heroism in conducting the vouths safely
through the subway tumnel and away from the
ohject of their temptation. The dead baby received
an Inspector’s funeral,

Exaclly one year later, two armed men
burst into a liguor store where Officer Debile had
gone to ask the owner if he would display a poster
advertising a raffls to benefit the Sapphic Sisters
Fertility clinic. When the men demanded the day’s
receipts, Debile, at this point four months pregnant,
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reached for her service revolver, but her thumb
caught in the strap of her handbag and the weapon
discharged accidentally. In the ensuing confusion,
the store owner drew his own gun and squeezed off
two shots af the fleeing robbers, who were picked
up several blocks away. Officer Debile was cited for
her willingness to get involved despite being preg-
nant and off duty. Unfortunately, as a result of the
sound of gunfire, she lost her baby, who was made
an honorary member of the department before his
interment next to his still-born brother.

Following this incident, Officer
Debhile took some time off, but six months
later, she returned to active duty refreshed and
once more in the family way. Determined to
see this pregnaney to term, she readily agreed
to modified duty in accordance with Section
42.p of the Pclice Code Governing the
Assignment of Pregnant Officers. She was
reassigned to the Family Services Division
where she was given the job of counselling
other policewomen,

Officer Debile returned to work four
months after the uneventful birth of a daugh-
ter, whom she and Serpeant Schwaecher
named Louise Jr Concerned that the infant
might not bond properly with both parents,
she and her partner requested that the depart-
ment medify a squad car te facilitate their
desire to keep their child in close physjeal
proximity. Quoting a study by the Presidential
Commission for Policy on Infants in the
Workplace, which cencludes that children who
become accustomed fo riding in the back of a
police car may develop a cynical atiitude
toward law enforcement, they rejected the
department’s offer to install a kiddie carrier in
the back seat and got a court order mandating that
a body shop recontigure a'squad car to accommo-
date a child safety seat in the front seat betwesn the
Iwo femals officers.

It was due to the mere happenstance of o
grandmother’s visit that Thelma Jr, was not io the
sguad car with her parenis on the night of the
schoolyard confrontation,

Yesterday, in Officer Debile’s room at
Municipal Hospital, Deputy Mayor Richard Pazzo
presented her with the city's Mayoral Medal of
Valor while her eight-rnonths-old daughter slept in
her arms, her proud parents looked on®in the brief
bedside ceremony, Pazzo told the city's mos{ deco-
rated female officer below the rank of sergeant:
“Thelma, you and Louise represent the very
essence of twenty-first century law enfercement—
dedicaled beyond the call of duty, but ever sensitive
to the supreme importance of family. All New York
is proud of you.” "y

It is still not known how long é"

Officer Debile will remain on disability.
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