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t has been hardly a decade 
since the statues of Leninwere 
toppled throughout the Soviet 
empire and the head of Karl 
Marx was severed once and for 

all from any connection to a body 
politic. Yet the lips of the severed 
head continue to move. 

In the West leading intellectu­
als-many who would not allow 
themselves to be called Marxists­
profess to hear a message they insist 
is relevant to our times. Thus the rush 
to celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
the publication of the Communist 
Manifesto, the only text that most of 
the millions of soldiers in Marxist 
vanguards around the world ever 
read. 

The Mimifesto was anincite~ 
ment to totalitarian ambitions whose 
results were far bloodier than those 
inspired by Mein Kampf. In it Marx 
announced the doom of free market 
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suspects like The Nation, have 
embarrassed themselves by asserting 
the indispensability of this tract for 
understanding the failings of the very 
system which brought Marxism to its 
knees-capitalism. 

We might expect this of a for­
mer Communist and present-day 
Marxist like Eric Hobsbawm, who 
contributed the egregious introduc­
tion to an anniversary edition of the 
Manifesto published by the New Left 
Review's Verso Press. But it is passing 
strange to be presented with so his­
torically unconscious a statement 
from the New York Times. Given the 
current state of the intellectual cul­
ture, it is no doubt appropriate that 
the Times would pick a professor of 

~ ErrgIishIiteraturefot the task ~ 

(English departments being virtually 
the last redoubts of the Marxist faith 
this side of Havana). But it is ironic 
that the professor, Steven Marcus, 

societies, declared the liberal bourgeoisie to be a "ruling class" and 
the democratic state its puppet, summoned proletarians and their 
intellectual vanguard to begin civil wars in their own countries, and 
thereby launched the most destructive movement in human histo­
ry. 

should be a protege of Lionel Trilling, one of the most perceptive 
liberal critics of Marxism. For Marcus has written nothing less 
than a birthday ode to the irascible and demonic genius from 
Trier, under the title "Marx's Masterpiece at 150." 

Yet this birthday celebration in the commanding heights of 
our political culture is marked not by judgments of its historical 
malevolence or even by cautionary admonitions to potential disci­
ples, but by fulsome praise for its brilliant analyses and even more 
preposterously for its analytic profundity and prescience. Both the 
New York Times and the Los Angeles Times, not to mention usual 

According to Marcus and the Times: "The Manifesto was 
and is a work of immense autonomous historical importance. It 
marks the accession of social and intellectual consciousness to a 
new stage of inclusiveness. It has become part of an integral mod­
em sensibility ... and it remains so, after the demise of Soviet 
Communism and its satellite regimes, the descent into moribundi­
ty of Marxist movements in the world and the end of the cold war." 

Continued on page 9 

GANGSTA RApPER TAKES TINSLETOWN BY STORM 

RACIAL CUBISM 
by Shane Smith 

N
ewsweek recently gave a respectful 
notice to The Player's Club, a new 
film about a black female student 
putting herself through college by 

working as a stripper that opened in late April 
with an $8 million box office, the highest per­
screen average of any movie that week. Even 
more, the magazine's critic enthused about the 
writer and director of the movie, a young black 
man, born O'Shea Jackson, who is better 
known as Ice Cube. A rapper with a new album 
in the works, the Cube has already made a 
small name as an actor scowling his way 
through roles in films like John Singleton's 
Boyz N the' Hood and Higher Learning, as well 
as the thriller Anaconda, where he disses the 
monster. 

Newsweek sees the 28-year-old Ice Cube as 
someone who is "becoming a force in Hollywood," an 
artist who moves easily between film and the rap music 
where he made his reputation for what the magazine 
calls "brutal social commentaries." But such a statement 
is tantamount to praising a white country-western singer 
whose lyrics obsess on torturing and killing blacks for 
having a "bittersweet take on race relations." It is, of 
course, inconceivable to imagine such praise for a white 
racist artist. But the other side of the coin which bears 
the image of Ice Cube rings nicely at music stores and at 
box offices in theaters across the country. Writer and 
performer of rap songs that glorify drug dealing, murder, 
misogyny, and violent racism, Ice Cube is seen only as an 
angry young black man whose talent is a diamond in the 
rough. 

Critics who see the Cube as a noble savage 
ought to spend a little more time with his lyrics. Starting 
with his first CD release in 1988, made with fellow rap-

Continued on page 11 
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RAGIN' AGAINST THE RAGE 

Heterodoxy was duped. The fact that 
Norah Vincent's anti-male rant was directed 
against gay men does not make it any more pal­
pable ("The Rage of a Privileged Class," March 
1998). It's still the ideology of resentment and vic­

'timization against (gay) men keeping (lesbian) 
women down. One example: Vincent is livid that 
the national glossy magazine Out fired Sarah 
Pettit and replaced her with a (ugh) male. She 
writes, "Out was offing a female hopcho who just 
couldn't seem to cater enough to its 70 percent 
male readership .... The reason: gay men are 
raving misogynists and lesbians . . . are the 
untouchables of the elite gay male world. It's no 
surprise, then, that a woman was ousted from the 
top job at Out." Puleaze! This is the same ideolo­
gy of gender victimization and resentment that 
Heterodoxy usually rips. Did you know that upon 
her firing, Pettit told the New York Times 
she was contemplating a sex discrimina-

co 

"Paycheck Protection," you (or your writers) 
made the following observation: "On average, 40 
percent of union households vote Republican, 
but 98 percent of union money goes to 
Democrats." Substitute the words "Human 
Rights Campaign" for "union" and you have the 
precise situation in the gay community. For many 
years, HRC has collected funds from (primarily) 
gay men in exchange for putting on events fea­
turing prominent celebrities. Contributors are 
called "members" but they have absolutely no 
voice as to the expenditure of HRC funds to 
political candidates or otherwise. HRC claims to 
be "bipartisan," but it overwhelmingly con­
tributes to Democrat candidates-in the 98 per­
cent plus range-even when the Republican can­
didate is considered "gay friendly," based on his 
or her voting record. I might point out that HRC 
endorsed Clinton for reelection-months before 
either the Democrat or Republican conventions 

cAPRIC1998" 

haps motivated by a desire to find a publisher. 
Saturda}"nights at a Sunset Boulevard night club 
are far more drug-enhanced and at least as sexu­
ally charged as a circuit party-and that's where 
the heterosexuals party. 

James R. Baird, Jr. 
Los Angeles, CA 

For several years now I've found 
Heterodoxy a refreshing critique of the usual 
knee-jerk liberal pieties and hand-wringing, 
always well supported by careful attention to the 
facts. So I was surprised when Norah Vincent, in 
her breathless piece on gay sexual politics, 
alleged that Out's former editor was "ousted" 
(her word, not mine) just because she's a woman. 
That's an unpleasant charge these days, and I'd 
think any fair-minded journalist would have con-

tion lawsuit against Out's owners, for the 
transgression of deciding to change the 
editorial direction of their magazine and 
no longer requmng her services? 
(Whenever a feminist is fired and replaced 
by a male, it's always sex discrimination.) 

ARn!!!!~I!RQSUQ!' 

tacted the other side before leveling it. 
But I never got a call, a fax, a letter, even 
an e-mail-nor, as far as I can tell, did any 
of my fellow managers at Out. Next time 
Ms. Vincent decides to throw around dan­
gerous charges, she might check things a 
little more closely. P.S. Take my word for 

Is it ridiculous to think that a magazine 
with a 70 percent male readership should 
focus more on men than women (appar-
ently, Pettit and Vincent think so). Was the 
male president who fired Pettit gUilty of 
sexism when he originally promoted her to 
the position? Pettit's last cover story was a 
fawning celebratory interview with-get 
this-Angela Davis, the Communist Party 
USA activist. Under new editor James 
Collard the magazine has been less politi-
cal and more the culture and lifestyle mag-
azine that its readers seem to want. (Eight letters 
in the current issue take aim at the Angela Davis 
cover story, for all the right reasons.) Vincent, I 
should add, does point out many destructive 
lunacies on the part of some gay male activists, 
such as the Sex Panic gang. But her underlying 
venom toward (gay) men for our supposed 
income privilege and our oppressive misogyny, 
her claim that most gay men view lesbians as the 
lowest form of life is right out of the (lesbian) 
feminist handbook-and the ideological basis 
upon which lesbian feminists have won leader­
ship quotas in all major lesbigay political, social, 
and cultural groups, which, by the way, they now 
dominate-<>ften to the total exclusion of gay 
men. 

Stephen H. Miller 
Arlington, VA 

It is an understatement of major propor­
tion to say that I was dismayed and disheartened 
to read "The Rage of a Privileged Class" by 
Norah Vincent. It is almost an impossible task to 
list and re$pond to the inaccuracies, half-truths, 
outright lies and negative innuendoes in that 
antigay propaganda bilge. First of all, the under­
pinning of the article was the Human Rights 
Campaign (formerly the Human Rights 
Campaign Fund). This organization is nothing 
more than a large apologist and supporter of the 
Democrat Party that throws nice black-tie din­
ners for its donors. I discovered an interesting 
parallel on page three of the same issue of 
Heterodoxy, where, under the heading of 
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were held, or the Republican nominee even cho­
. sen. -As,).~. sJde note~._your author Ms. Vincent 
states: "Here's a little known secret of queer life: 
Lesbians ... are the untouchables of the elite gay 
male world. It's no surprise that a woman was 
ousted from the top job at Out." It seems a bit 
queer, to coin a phrase, that Ms. Vincent didn't 
bother to mention that the executive director of 
HRC is a lesbian, Elizabeth Birch. It is also sig­
nificant to point out that many of the leaders of 
other gay organizations of major prominence are 
also lesbians, including Lori Jean who heads the 
largest gay and lesbian social services group in 
the country, the Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian 
Center. The imaginative hatchet job Ms. Vincen t 
did on the so-called "gay circuit parties" merely 
emulates her pattern of disparagement of homo­
sexuals in general and gay men in particular. It's 
preposterous to refer to these party-going men 
as a "privileged elite." I've been to a couple of 
these events and am acquainted with dozens and 
dozens of gay men who have attended one or 
more of these parties. Straight Mardi Gras in 
New Orleans (which I've also attended) is eons 
more Bacchanalian than these "circuit" parties. 
Of course, there are some financially well-off 
gays who choose to spend their income on 
attending more than one of these events each 
year, but by far the main participants are men 
with average or less than average income who 
want to enjoy the excitement of being part of a 
dance that attracts 10,000 other men of similar 
tastes. The orgies so vividly described by your 
Ms. Vincent are figments of her biased, super­
feminist, male-hating personal agenda-<>r per-
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it. No one at Out's HRC was wealthy, and 
the Armani tux was bought at a sample 
sale. 

Steve Pippin 
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PSEUDOSCIENTIFIC SOCIAL­
ISM 

David Horowitz'S "Karl Marx and 
the L. A. Times" is excellent, and focuses 

usefully on the incredible persistence of Marxian 
follies in our society_ Let me point out that while 
we are burying Marxian myths there' is one more 
to lay to rest that Horowitz does not address, and 
that is that Marxian Socialism is "scientific." 
That particular folly owes more to the high­
school drop-out Friedrich Engels than to Marx. 
But Engels' sole-authored 1880 pamphlet 
"Socialism-Utopian and Scientific" actually 
had a larger sale and distribution than the 
Communist Manifesto. It proved to be an enor­
mously effective means of selling ideas that we 
call "Marxian," but which owed at least as much 
to Engels, including the term "Marxist" itself. 
Morris Hillquit, for example, the leader of 
American Socialism, acknowledged that it was 
Engels' pamphlet that won him to socialism. This 
pamphlet was the foundation for the widespread 
but absurdly erroneous notion that Marx and 
'Engels were Sons of the Enlightenment who 
applied the principles of natural science to social 
science. But anyone who has read the con­
tentious, sarcastic gibes at Sir Isaac Newton that 
litter the works, both of Marx and of Engels, 
would laugh at this idea. The very word 
Aufklarung, German for "Enlightenment," is 
not to be found in the 49 volumes of the collect­
ed works of both men. Those are some of the 
points made in the only full-length critique of the 
scientific content of socialism that I know about 
my own manuscript "Road to Gulag: A Century 
of Pseudoscientific Socialism." 

Illustrator 
Carl Moore 

Lawrence Cranberg 
Austin, TX 

Circulation 
Manager 

Bruce Donaldson 

HETERODOXY (ISSN: 1069-7268) is pUblished by the Center for the Study of popular Culture.The Center is a California 501(c)(3). 
Editorial: (916)265-9306. Fax: (916)265-3119. Subscription: 12 issues, $25. Send checks to Center for the Study of Popular Culture, 

P.O. Box 67398, Los Angeles, California 90067. Visa and MasterCard accepted. . 

Inquiries: (800)752-6562 or visit our website at WWW.CSPC.ORG 
Heterodoxy is distributed to ne~sstands and bookstores by Bernhard B. DeBoer, 113 East Centre Street, Nutley, Nl 07110. 

'" .... ,·~. __ ~,,~ __ ~· __ "~'"k.__ ..•.. ~ .. ~._ .. ~""~w~ •• _""~ ___ ~mm~._="' __ ""=m~~._~=~"~ __ ~=-=>"""'-=4_/~'C?;-;WW-",~,_h"-,-ffi'w)w~.'''''V ' 



HETERDDOXY PAGE 3 

REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM 
BRAVESKIRTS: Although diversity is the sum­
mum bonum of the multicultural university and 
cross-dressing a subject studied affirmatively in 
chic postmodern courses on sexuality, when Jerry 
Griffin, 49, a Scottish-American admissions coun­
selor at the University of California at Davis 
showed up for work wearing a skirt, he was told-to 
take it off. The occasion was National Tartan Day, 
a new Scottish-American holiday recently 
approved by the U.S. Senate, and Griffin was 
wearing the blue, black, and green kilt of Clan 
Donald, the largest and most powerful of the Scots 
highland clans. The day marked 

the liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer is like­
ly to be more damaging to women and girls than a 
sexy come-on by a sleazy priest." The final cere­
mony of the weekend was the ritual biting of the 
apple to symbolize a woman's solidarity with Eve 
in her rebellion against male authority and phallo­
centric knowledge. Yawn. 

A FOX IN THE CHICKENHOUSE: Critics of 
the plantation mentality behind affirmative action 
have often suggested that the push for race prefer­
ences might well conceal unconscious racial preju-

LUNA BEACH By Carl Moore 

Association meeting in San Diego featured 12,000 
educationists gathered for such themes as: "Who Is 
Master and What Are the Tools"; "A Critical 
Conversation on Race, Class, Gender, 
Postcolonialism and Other Standpoints in 
Educational Research"; "Hope Reinscribed: The 
Struggle for a Revolutionary Multiculturalism"; 
"Fast Capitalism, Fast Feminism and Some Fast 
Food for Thought"; "Making Things Perfectly 
Queer; Dance, Power and Difference"; "Marx and 
the Red Shoes-Toward a Critical Pedagogy of the 
Body; A Feminist Pedagogy for Children's Dance"; 

"Transgression and the Situated 
Body-Sex, Gender and the Gay 
Male Teacher." Two sessions were 
dedicated to the memory of Paulo 
Freire, a Brazilian Marxist loon 

the signing on April 6, 1320, of the 
Declaration of Arbroath, which 
asserted Scottish sovereignty in the 
face of English attempts to con­
quer Scotland, a story told in the 
movie Braveheart. However, April 
6 was also the beginning of UC­
Davis Welcome Week and Griffin's 
supervisor told him that he did not 
want newly admitted students and 
their parents to see a man in. a 
skirt. But Griffin was not mollified. 
"Why was my expression of ethnic­
ity questioned?" he asked. "What 
was inappropriate about it? The 
dress code here only forbids offen­
sive T-shirts or cutoffs .... Where 
do you draw the line?" Mr. Griffin 
asks. "A guy with dreadlocks or if 
my Japanese co-worker wears a 
kimono?" Griffin says the deeper 
issue is that European diversities 
are not recognized as diversities on 
today's campus. After he notified 
local media and then posted a 
notice about the incident on the 
Internet,Griffin gothundred&of e_·· 

PI/) YOU SAY Ir'S 
ONLY UNWANTED 
A11~N1/0N (fiAT 

CONSTlTtJ1fS SfX(JAL 
flARASSMENr? 

50 IN YO(J/? OPINION 
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who believed that to teach children 
things they didn't know was to 
oppress them. Star of the show was 
Peter McLaren (see "Crits and 
Bloods," Heterodoxy, May-June 
1996), a Canadian Marxist who led 
a session on "Epistemologies of 
Whiteness." James Pennell of 
Auburn University advanced the 
"total integration" of sports, equal 
numbers of males and females on 
the field and court at all times. As 
Orwell said, some ideas are so stu­
pid only intellectuals can believe 
them. 

\ Of 
/ CO(JRS£ 

NOT. 

mails in response from as far away 
as New Zealand and Rabat, 
Morocco, from a largely, but not 
exclusively, Scottish crowd. The 
university chancellor's office got 
about 45 e-mails. provoking 
Chancellor Larry N. Vanderhoef 
to write one man who complained, 
"Having a great-grandmother 

ITU REAtLy IIELP 
IF f Dfll .JAY 
GUJIlIA 5TEINEM 
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CORNER. 

from Scotland myself .... I ask 
that you not draw general conclu­
sions about UC-Davis based upon 
this incident." Meanwhile, the 
local branch of Clan MacLean has 
offered to station naked blue­
painted soldiers-a Pictish custom 
highlighted in battle scenes from 
Braveheart-in front of the cam­
pus admissions building as a lesson 
to the university. 

RE-IMAGINING BLASPHEMY: The Re­
Imagining Movement, which broke on the 
American church scene with a notorious 1993 con­
ference lauding pagan goddesses and offering a 
substitute milk and honey "eucharist" while wor­
shipping Sophia, is back at it again. Funded by 
mainstream denominations (which give a new 
twist to the old Leninist maxim that capitalists 
would sell the rope used to hang them), 1,000 Re­
Imagineers met again in late April in st. Paul, 
Minnesota. Opening ceremonies took place in a 
darkened room with lampstands of flame, beating 
drums, and dancing women. Mary Farrell 
Bednarowski, one of the keynote speakers, 
announced one of the themes of the meeting: "To 
ask about someone's story is theology." Later she 
told the crowd, "I don't think anyone here thinks 
she is God or Goddess, not with a capital 'G' any­
way." Rita Nakashima Brock, another speaker, 
congratulated Re-Imagineers on opposing rape, 
violence, Western imperialism, multi-national cor­
porations, structural adjustment .and welfare 
"deform." The attempt to shock through extrava­
gant sacrilege was present throughout the pro­
ceedings, especially in statements like one by 
Carter Heyward: "Listening week after week to 

\ 

dices. Such a view got a boost when Houston's 
Director of Affirmative Action was forced to 
resign in late April after calling city councihnan 
Joe Roach, who is a dwarf, a "midget." As part of 
her farewell, Lenoria Walker said in her resigna­
tion letter: "For me to continue would actually 
harm the mayor's efforts toward diversity, fairness, 
and inclusion." Walker's comment came during a 
panel discussion at the annual meeting of the 
country's black mayors. After saying it, she broke 
into nervous laughter. At first Ms. Walker was 
asked only to accept a three-day suspension with­
out pay and to write a letter of apology to Roach. 
But an analysis of a tape of other of her comments 
revealed that Ms. Walker, who is black and who 
played a major role in the campaign to vote down 
a ballot measure last fall that would have abol­
ished affirmative action in Houston, made other 
questionable comments. "I didn't use everybody 
in my office," Ms. Walker said at the conference 
when discussing the defense of affirmative action. 
"I mean I have whites, Hispanics, whatever. I used 
the ones that I knew was genuine and the ones 
that I knew wanted to save affirmative action." 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE LEFTISTS GONE?: 
Gone to the education industry, every one. The 
mid-April American Education Research 

SIC TRANSIT GLORIA: Gloria 
Steinem recently keynoted 
Stanford University's annual cele­
bration of Herstory day, a celebra­
tion of the role of women in history. 
The talk (which was not really a 
talk be.cause. Steinem announced 
that a formal speech had hierarchi­
cal structure and hierarchy is based 
on patriarchy) ruminated on future 
feminist revolutions. Noting that 
the truth is what will set you free, 
but first it will piss you off, Steinem 
noted, among other things, that 
Mozart had a genius sister and that 
maybe some of his compositions 
are hers, and suggested that an 
ancient American tribe known as 
the Moundbuilders may have built 
a settlement the size of London in 
America before the European set­
tlers arrived. Then the founder of 
Ms. Turning her attention to reli­
gion, said that religious structures 
were built to resemble the female 
body, the outer and inner structures 

of a church representing the labia majora and 
minora of the female anatomy, the central aisle the 
vagina, the two halves of the church the ovaries, 
and the altar the womb. There, men-often dressed 
in skirts-sprinkle imitation birth fluid and pro­
claim you will be born again. To Steinem, inonothe­
ism is but imperialism in religion. 

DOWN THERE: "Let's celebrate our cervix!" 
Thus begins an essay in Rites, a monthly publication 
by the Womyn's Center at Chico State University. 
Noting that she'd given "sex talks" to over 700 stu­
dents, the writer complains that "many women did 
not even know that an orgasm stemmed from their 
clitoris. In fact, the majority of the women did not 
even know what to call their genitals, or they would 
call everything the 'vagina' or the parts 'down 
there,' and many had never been taught by their 
mothers, fathers or schools what the clitoris was or 
even the name. It took all my power to keep me 
from screaming, 'Why not? Men look at their penis­
es everyday! They touch them, play with them, look 
at them, name them, inspect them, take pride in 
them, and are encouraged to do so their whole 
lives.' I believe strongly that we, as women, need to 
cherish our vulva, ovaries, uterus, cervix, ~ ~II! 
and of course, my favorite, our clitoris." _~ 
Your tax dollars at work. ,'i)~ 

.... --, 

~ ...... 

""--.:;; 

-,-~ 

-' 

. ......,,"'.;.-



~,.~. 

:,;i 

PAGE 4 . APRIL 1998 

ELECTION IN CALIFORNIA: THE AI 

Prop 226: Put Up Your David Dukes 

" Sta. nd strong! Stand .. tall! .Stand 
on your convictions!" Calif-
ornia Assemblyman Carl 

Washington, a firsHerm Democrat from 
Los Angeles, was speaking on the north 
steps of the state capitol building in 
Sacramento, displaying the timbre and 
cadence learned in his days as a preacher. 
His booming voice, decibels louder than 
any other speaker at the rally, caused 
passersby to stop and listen, but 
his primary audience consisted 
of ISO-or so middle-aged, mostly 
female activists from the 
California Nurses Association 
(CNA) , waving picket signs in 
the 86 degree mid-April heat. 
The noontime rally was being 
held by the nurses to protest 
Proposition. 226, an initiative 
slated for the state's June 2 bal­
lot, which would require unions 
like CNA to get annual permis­
sion before taking money from 
workers' pay for political contri­
butions. 

It came as no surprise that 
Rep. Washington was there, along 
with Assembly Speaker Antonio 
Villaraigosa, Ralph Nader's left­
h~~d man. in, GalifornJa, ,Harvey 
Rosenfield, and other Democratic 
legislators and "progressive" 
activists. Unions are the 

by eris Rapp 

Almost immediately after his election in 1992 
to the board of the Saddleback Valley Unified 
School District, Frank Ury became a fixture 
on the teachers union's Most Wanted list. An 
engineer by trade, he led a drive to make alge­
bra a requirement for graduation from the 
district's high schools, a reform which the 
union torpedoed. What most angered the 
education establishment, however, was Ury's 
public support of Proposition 174, a 1993 bal­
lot initiative which would have established 
school choice in the state,and which the pow-

mission before using that money for contribu­
tions to candidates or ballot measures. 

The logic behind the measure seems 
almost axiomatic, but "paycheck protection" 
might not have caught on in California if not 
for an eye-opening experience in Washington 
state in 1993. When voters there passed a sim­
ilar initiative, the number of teachers support­
ing the Washington Education Association's 
political activity plunged from 48,000 to 8,000, 
a drop of more than 83 percent. WEA offi­
cials responded by raising teachers' mandato-

ry dues to make up for the loss and 
continued their political spending 
apace. When this ruse was uncov­
ered by objecting teachers, the state 
attorney general filed suit against 
the union, alleging "hundreds of 
thousands of dollars" in illegal po lit-

)cal spending; to avoid going to 
court, the WEA agreed in February 
to pay the largest campaign viola­
tions fine ever levied in the state. 

California was only one of 
sevenil- states where events in 
Washington had a trickle-down 
effect. (As it stands now, laws simi­
lar to Prop. 226 are being considered 
in 24 state legislatures, and initiative 
drives are underway in four others.) 
Paycheck protection laws are 
already on the books in Washington, 
Idaho, Michigan, and Wyoming, and 
no fewer than five such bills have 
been introduced in Congress. (One 
such measure was defeated in 
March, after 52 Republicans crossed 
the aisle to vote against it.) But at 
present all eyes are on California, 
where a victory for paycheck protec­
tion could give the issue legitimacy 
nationwide. 

Democratic Party's most reliable 
source of funds (seven of the top 
ten contributors to federal cam­
paigns in the 1995-96 election cycle 
were unions, and they gave 96 per­
cent of their money to Democrats) 
and 226, latest in a series of state 
initiatives with tremendous impli­
cations for national politics, threat­
ens to pinch the steady cash-flow. 
("My party, the Democratic Party, 
is going to have its heart cut out if 

CALIFORNIA NURSES ASSOCIATION RALLY AGAINST PROP. 226 

So far, Prop. 226 is running 
strong. In a Field Poll of California 
voters conducted in March, 60 per­
cent of respondents favored the 
measure, and, tellingly, among 
union homes support was even high­
er, at61 percent. An April poll con-

this initiative passes," Sen. Hilda Solis 
remarked from the podium.) But in stating his 
opposition to the initiative, which would allow 
workers a say in what political causes their 
money supports, Washington's rhetoric took a 
rather Orwellian turn. 

Urging the defeat of Prop. 226, he 
shouted, "Working people deserve rights! You 
deserve the opportunity to express those 
rights, and you deserve protection!" And 
then, pumping his fist, "I am with you, 1 am 
your protector!" 

W elcome to the topsy-turvy world of 
California politics, where giving work­

ers greater control over their money will get 
you accused of endangering their rights, and 
being the "protector" of employees means 
ensuring that the union boss has ready access 
to their paychecks. Such reasoning is nothing 
new to California residents who two years ago 
saw Proposition 209, a measure prohibiting 
racial preferences, called "racist" by its oppo-
nents. 

Union activists claim that sinister 
national figures like Gingrich-aide Grover 
Norquist and Indiana businessman Pat 
Rooney have forced the Paycheck Protection 
initiative on California voters. But what is 
becoming one this year's most important 
national issues actually got its start four years 
ago in an Orange County school board race. 

erful California Teachers Association (CTA) 
spent more than $9 million to defeat. In retri­
bution for these repeated acts of apostasy, the 
local union even circulated a petition 
demanding that Ury be removed from office. 

Cooler heads prevailed in that 
instance, but when Ury came up for reelection 
in November 1996, the CTA and its local affil­
iate saw a chance to get even. Together they 
contributed nearly $70,000 to the campaign 
against him, an unheard-of amount in a rela­
tively small district like Saddleback. Ury tried 
to fight back, raising $30,000, seven times 
what he had spent in winning the seat in 1992, 
but he was defeated. "They wanted to tell me 
how to think, and I didn't sit up and roll over 
for them," says Ury, "so they made sure 1 was 
knocked out." 

The ordeal demoralized Ury, but he 
learned something from the experience. Like 
most other candidates for local office, he had 
financed his campaign using donations sent in 
voluntarily by people who agreed with his 
ideals. The CTA, on the other hand, had paid 
for its campaign against him the same way it 
does all of its attacks-with money automati­
cally deducted from members' paychecks. 
With an eye toward correcting this imbalance, 
Ury and some friends wrote the initiative that 
has become 226, stipulating that unions and 
employers who take deductions from employ­
ees' paychecks must get annual written per-

ductedby the Los· Angeles Times 
reported sirriilar lindings, with 66 percent of 
likely voters planning to vote for the initia­
tive, and, despite the repeated urgings of 
union leaders, 58 percent of union members 
supporting 226. But instead of bowing to the 
wisdom of their members, the sachems of big 
labor treated these poll findings as evidence 
of large scale false consciousness and, in the 
last month before the election, brought out 
their big guns, paid for with the big money 
they had taken from union members' dues. 

T he campaign against 226 was similar to 
the one waged against Proposition 209 

two years earlier. In 1996, with Proposition 
209 registering upwards of 60 percent support, 
defenders of racial and gender preferences 
realized that vague utterances about "diversi­
ty" would not be enough to convince voters to 
reject the initiative, whose language was 
drawn straight from the Civil Rights Bill of 
1964. So the anti-209 forces attempted to 
smear its supporters as racists. The most 
audacious moment in this campaign came 
when· student activists at Cal State 
Northridge-acting in concert with anti-209 
guru and longtime Kennedy soldier Bob 
Shrum~invited David Duke to represent the 
pro-209 side at a campus debate. The former­
Klansman's presence, they hoped, would cre-

Continued on page 7 
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SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME? 
Prop 227: The Guru of Bilingualism 

by Paul Ciotti 

I nside the educational establishment, 
University of Southern California 
professor Steven Krashen is an 

academic superstar, writing books and 
papers, consulting with school districts 
and jetting off to educational conferences 
where he's practically become the patron 
saint of schools of education. His keynote 
speeches are so well received that teach-

,ers have been known to form sponta­
neous lines at the podium­
"Ohhh, Dr .. Krashen, just let me 
hug you!" He's bright, articulate 
and uncommonly fast on his 
feet. He is also, in the view of 
some, deeply and spectacularly 
mistaken. 

As the chief academic defend­
er of bilingual education, Krashen has, 
over the years, provided intellectual 
justification for programs that his crit­
ics see as Mving trapped immigrant 
students in Spanish classes for five, six, 
or seven years on end, thus preventing 
them from ever learning enough acad­
emic English 'to compete with native 
English speakers. The results, contend 
critics, are appalling test scores and 
soaring dropout. rates that trap kids in 
minimum-wage jobs with no future. 
But it's not just Krashen's passionate 
advocacy of· bilingual educati.on that 
critics object to. There had been a pre­
vious go-around with Krashen's views 
back in 1987 when, as a member of 
California's 1987 Language-Arts 
Framework ( educational policy) com­
mittee, Krashen helped introduce the 
"whole language" strategy for teaching 
children to read. It was, said one edu­
cational lobbyist, "the single most 
damaging education reform effort in 
the history of the state." 

"I read one of his books," 
echoes Marion Joseph, a longtime lib­
eral activist and member of the 
California Board of Education, "and 
he is just flat wrong. [His] approach and philoso­
phy are not working. It's so outrageous. The dam­
age done to these children is overwhelming." 

For someone at the very heart of a major policy 
debate, Krashen keeps a decidedly low profile 

when not on stage at some rally or debate. He 
doesn't give out his Malibu address or phone num­
ber. If you want to talk to him, you have to send 
him a fax, and if he's interested, he'll call you back. 
He's also more than a little thin-skinned about 
personal attacks. He's been known to drive to 
radio stations where the host is trashing bilingual 
education and demand to go on the air too. Last 
year, when Jill Stewart, a pulls-no-punches 
reporter for New Times Los Angeles, called him a 
"windbag" and "a foolish Ivory Tower type" who 
pushes "destructive theories upon minority chil­
dren," Krashen practically flew to the New Times 
office to issue futile threats of a lawsuit. 

"They told me I was a,public figure now," 
says Krashen ruefully. "I said, I wasn't one till last 
week. I am now, thanks to YOu!'" 

Despite his energetic and relentless advo­
cacy of bilingual education, in person Krashen 
comes across surprisingly casual and low-key. 
When I recently met with him at a Starbuck's in 
Santa Monica, he showed up wearing a forest­
green, Maine-guide, duck-billed ball cap pushed 
back far on his head, wrinkled chinos and a wall­
paper-pattern windbreaker. He looked more like 
Wally Cox playing a small-town gas station atten-

dant than any high priest of language acquisition, 
whose many books and monographs are pored 
over by teachers and education school professors 
like academic holy writ. 

He also has a more interesting history 
than your typical academic. When he's not haunt­
ing research libraries at 2 A.M. for education stud­
ies with which to bewilder and confound his oppo­
nents, he takes boxing lessons, practices Tae Kwan 
Do (he has a black belt), and reminiscenCes about 
the day in 1978 when he won the Venice Beach 
Open Incline Press Championship with a lift of 

BILINGUAL ACTIVIST STEVEN KRASHEN 

285 pounds. He once even beat a former national 
champion (though, to be fair about it, says 
Krashen, "he was drunk that day.") 

In the field of education, "Krashen's 
name is all over [teachers'] staff development 
materials," says Los Angeles schoolteacher Doug 
Lasken .. Los Angeles Board of Education member 
David Tokofsky later told me that his mother, who 
is an elementary school teacher, recently "went to 
a teacher inservice (professional development 
training session) and when she came back, she 
started asking me, 'What's going on. All I hear is 

. Krashen, Krashen, Krashen. Who is this guy?'" . 
In Tokofsky's view he's also someone who 

is too clever by half. Tokofsky met Krashen last 
year when he testified before the Los Angeles 
Board of Education to argue for better school 
libraries and more books. "We had just gotten the 
Stanford 9 test results," says Tokofsky. "They 
were abysmal, horrible." 

When it was Krashen's turn to speak, says 
Tokofsky, he said, "'I would just stop spending 
money on tests and put it all into libraries.' I said, 
'Excuse me, what did you just say? Eliminate all 
tests?' But he was a half step ahead of me. He had 
all these snappy responses-'Weighing the baby 
more often doesn't make it grow any faster.'" 

Originally Krashen hadn 1 planned to 
devote his life to the study oflanguage acquisition. 
His doctoral dissertation was in the area of neu­
rolinguistics, and he later held a post-doctoral fel­
lowship at the UCLA Neuropsy-chiatric Institute. 

But then, he says, he was "intellectually seduced" 
by the legendary linguist and longtime leftist 
Noam Chomsky." He subsequently began to study 
language acquisition, writing a book in 1981 
(Second Language Acquisition and Second 
Language Learning) that has since become a stan­
dard in the field. His biggest contribution is a uni­
fied field theory of language acquisition. "He's 
like Freud," s~ys one Los Angeles schoolteacher 
who disagrees with Krashen's theories but respects 
their breadth. "He's given us a language to talk 
about things we couldn't talk about before." 

Perhaps because of Krashen's 
influence, whenever linguists get 
together there are always some people 
who want to take off on him (in the 
trade it is called "Krashen bashin"'). 
And it's not always just about his theo­
ries themselves. Krashen, says Barry 
McLaughlin, a bilingual researcher at 
the University of California at Santa 
Cruz, has an "unfortunate" tendency 
to make "sweeping statements based 
on weak empirical data," "to switch 
assumptions to suit his purposes" and 
"to brush aside conflicting evidence in 
footnotes" where it's less likely to be 
seen .. 

In his own defense, Krashen 
says there are explanations for criti­
cism directed his way, and not all of 
them necessarily have anything to do 
with whether or not his theories are 
correct. "Unlike Chomsky." he says, 
"my field has a heavy practical impact. 
If Chomsky is right or wrong business­
es don't rise or fall. In my case, if I'm 
right, nearly all the [English as a 
Second Language] and foreign lan­
guage textbooks are obsolete. Many of 
the language arts textbooks are obso­
lete. Teachers will get hired and fired. 
Bilingual education rises and falls. So a 
lot of the critics have other motiva­
tions." 

K rashen has a major motivation 
himself these days-defending 

bilingual education. ·Even before soft­
ware entrepreneur Ron Unz's anti­

bilingual education initiative Proposition 227) 
q ilalified for the ballot, Krashen was out in front 
attacking it, dashing off letters-to-the-editor, 
speaking at 'campus rallies and debates, and other­
wise assailing the premise that Unz had any quali­
fications whatsoever to write an education initia-
tive. 

Unz's English-for-the-Children initiative, 
Krashen repeatedly tells audiences, is an educa­
tional disaster in the making in that it is based on 
no scientific studies and will limit non-native 
speakers to one year of transitional help and 
despite what Krashen claims are numerous studies 
showing that children need many more years to 
attain English proficiency. 

"Ron Unz is a complete amateur, a soft­
ware entrepreneur!" says Krashen. "And here he 
is trying to dictate state policy on bilingual educa­
tion. The hospital administrators are telling the 
surgeons how to operat,!!" 

But to critics of bilingual education that's 
a lot better than letting the operations be done. by 
bilingual ideologues. The main problem with bilin­
gual education is that it's not bilingual at all, says 
Gloria Matta Tuchman,Unz initiative co-sponsor 
and candidate for· State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. "It's monolingual Spanish." And it 
continues that way for many years, especially in 
reading. By the time children getinto all-English 
classes, they are so far behind their English-speak­
ing classmates in English fluency they never do 
catch up. 
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This is one reason why, critics believe, 
that the Hispanic drop-out rate is twice that of 
whites. It's also the reason tMt recent polls by the 
Los Angeles Times show nearly three times as 
many people plan to vote for the Unz initiative as 
plan to vote against it, and that the measure still 
has strong support in the HiSpanic community. 

To Krashen, the dropout rate is a phony 
issue. Hispanic teenagers drop out of school to get 
jobs, he says, not because bilingual education has 
left them unequipped to succeed in fiigh school. 
Besides, he maintains, when you adjusi for the stu­
dents' economic status (low-income people drop 
out more), the dropout rates for whites and 
Hispanics are "virtually identical." As for those 
polls that show overwhelming support for the Unz 
initiative, you can't rely on them either, says 
Krashen: Depending on' how you ask' the question, 
you can get any result you want. . 

Finally there is the problem of what 
Krashen sees as the media's conservative bias 
when it comes to bilingual education-only 45 
percent of the stories written by the normally lib­
eral media support bilingual education, in contrast 
to 87 percent of academic papers which he says do 
support it. This is the explanation, he says, for the 
support the Unz initiative has received from 
prominent Hispanics like Jaime Escalante, the for­
mer East Los Angeles teacher whose success 
teaching ad':.anced-placement calculus to Hispanic 
students at Garfield High was depicted in the film 
Stand and Deliver. "If all I knew about bilingual 
education was what I read in the papers," says 
Krashen, "I'd be against ittoo." 

I f he is somewhat on the defensive when it comes 
to bilingualism these days, Krashen is even 

more embattled on the pedagogical issue of whole 
language. When asked about his role on 
California's 1987 Framework Committee, Krashen 
cheerfully pleads "guilty" to the charge of intro­
ducing whol~ language into the, state. But his goal, 
he quickly says, certairily wasn't to make kids illit­
erate. It was rather to introduce them to some­
thing that could make learning to read as easy and 
natural as learning to talk. 

Instead of squelching a child's natural 
enthusiasm with "drill and kill" exercises, says 
Krashen, with whole language, rather, you offer 
the child a "rich print environment" of interesting 
and accessible books. You don't need phonics. You 
don't need tests. You don't even need formal 
instruction. If you just surround the children with 
books, the kids will read them, and when they do 
they will acquire proper grammar, vocabulary, and 
spelling through the act of reading itself. Or, as 
Krashen puts it-"we learn to read by reading." 

With the support. of the State Board of 
Education and the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, whole language swept· through 
California public education and university 
teacher-training departments like academic wild­
fire. Within a few years 87 percent of all teachers 
reported that whole language was their teaching 
method of choice. Leftist activist and educators 
were euphoric, calling the technique "the child­
centered, experiential, reflective, authentic, holis­
tic, social, collaborative [and] democratic" route 
to literacy. 

Parents on the other hand were less 
enthusiastic to discover their children were being 
encouraged to "invent" their own spelling; that 
grammar and vocabulary instruction were out the 
door; and that anyone who objected was ridiculed 
as a "phonics Nazi." . 

Liberal euphoria over whole language 
ended in 1995 when the results of the 1994 
National Assessment of Educational Progress 
revealed that California students had come in last 
in the nation, tied with Louisiana for last place. 

"The research is really clear," says former 
state Superintendent of Public Instruction Bill 
Honig. "[Under whole language] kids gave up by 
the third grade, The percentage of kids coming out 
of the thirflg~ad"going into the fourth grade that 
can really,,r~~~.;th.at 4th grade material is ten per­
cent in Uis;":p;,ngeles and one-third in suburban 
areas. Everyone 'knows no matter what people are 
telling them that there is a huge hunk of kids who 
can't read. [At some schools] you can't teach 

• • 

spelling. It makes no sense. They have somehow 
confused teaching (basic reading) skills with being 
anti-Hispanic. Krashenhas a lot to. answer for. He 
has blood on his hands on this one." 

. The drop in test scores caused a fury 
among state legislators who were being blamed by 
parents for blindly buying into whole language 
without proof that it really worked. In an unprece­
dented frenzy of bipartisan cooperation, the legis­
laiure unanimously passed in 1996 a serieS of 
"back-to-basics" bills (known as 'the "ABC bills") 
emphasizing phonics and generally repUdiating 
the wholelanguage approach. They also created a 
State Board of Education with authority over cllr­
riculum to counter the stranglehold that whole 
language ideologues had on the state Department 
of Education. 

When you ask Krashen' how he responds 
to the charge that whole language wrecked the 
education of hundreds of thousands of school chil' 
dren across the state, he answers that, contrary to 
the whole premise on which the back-to-phonics 

. movement was based, testscores did not go down 
during the golden age of whole language. The 
1995 Framework Committee-which reversed the 
recommendations of the 1987 committee on which 
Krashen had.served'----"didn't even look to see if 
there was a decline," says Krashen. In fact, he 
says, when you consider how few library books 
most students had access to (fewer than the num­
ber available to some prison inmates) and the 
increasing percentage of children living in poverty, 
"it is amazing that the scores are still the same. 
Our teachers must be doing a wonderful job." 

. To Bill Honig, the assertion that test 
scores didn't decline in the early nineties is absurd. 
"Test scores were going up every year in the eight­
ies," says Honig. "We adopted the [whole lan­
guage] framework in 1987." The state suspended 
testing for four years to save money. When testing 
finally resumed in 1994, California kids were the 
worst readets in the country. "What Steve 
Krashen has been saying has hurt large numbers 
of kids." 

W ith polls showing Unz's English-for-the­
. Children initiative ahead by nearly a 3-to-l 
ratio, with the June election just weeks away, 
Krashen is everywhere these days, speaking at ral­
lies, writing letters to the Los Angeles Times and 
Atlantic Monthly to complain about their anti­
bilingual stories and articles and firing off e'mail 
messages to bilingual supporters, many of whom 
seem to regard the Unzinitiative as a dark and 
malignant plague·settling slowly over the land. 

Surprisingly, no one on either side is real­
ly discussing the real issue. If the current battle 
over Prop. 227 (the English for the Children ini­
tiative) were simply a debate over which method 
best teaches children English, few people would 
care, and Ron Unz never could have collected the 
necessary 700,000 signatures to put it on the bal- . 
lot. The hidden battle that provides much of the 
emotional energy for the debate is one over assim­
ilation versus multiculturalism. Supporters of 
bilingual education are invariably multiculturalists 
who in some inchoate way see bilingual education 
as an opportunity to make it up to Hispanics for 
having seized the American southwest from 
Mexico in the Treaty of Guadalupe. As believers 
in the self-esteem theory of education, they also 
resist anything that might (temporarily) lower a 
child's self-esteem, such as for instance, the trau­
ma of having to learn a new language. They also 
see bilingual education as a way to support 
Hispanic activists who believe that if immigrant 
children are taught in Spanish it will forever be 
their primary language, the one they dream in, 
fight in and make love in. This in turn will make 
sure that they will forever remain loyal to the 
country of their birth. 

Critics of bilingual education, on the 
other hand, are people troubled by what they 
regard as an appalling lack of assimilation. They 
see Hispanic activists running through the streets 
of Los Angeles shouting .anti-American slogans 

. a.nd carrying Mexican flags; they see upwards of 
80,000 Hispanic soccer fans laughing, jeering, and 
blowing plastic trumpets during the playing of the 
. national anthem at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena 
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and otherwise rooting for the Mexican team over 
the American one; and they conclude that, unlike 
previous generations of immigrants, many current 
immigrants neither have much respect for this 
tountiynor any great desire to assimilate . 

To his credit, Krashen doesn't play the 
race card (he keeps the discussion strictly on the 
hest way to teach English). Instead, as a way of 
ddfusing the suspicion of many Americans that 
bilingual education is Teally a part of some anti­
American cultural' agenda, he continually reiter­
ates in his talks and debates that "the goal is 
English. English is the goal;" he wouldn't support 
bilingual education if the goal weren't English lit: 
era.cy; "and the fastest way to get it is to give chil­
dren literacy in the first language." 

Given the public's current (negative) feel­
ings ab'out bilingual education, it's not an easy sell. 
"Isn't it true," r asked Krashen at one point, con-' 
fused by his assertion that time on task doesn't 
matter, "that more time you spend on [learning 
English] thefaster and better you get it?" 

"It tuniS out that's not true," Krashen said 
quickly. "Absolutely not true." As for the issue of 
assimilation, even "right-wing RepUblicans should 
support bilingual education," he said, "it's the 
fastest route to English." 

Although this might seem to fly in the 
face of common sense, Krashen told me, some­
times reality operates that way. For instance, he 
told of recently losing 15 pounds on the high-fat, 
low-carbohydrate Atkins diet. 

"Who would think," he asked, "that the 
best way to lose weight is to eat fat? Well, the best 

.' way to learn to read is counter-intuitive too." 
"How are the kids going to learn English 

if they don't hei'r English?" demands Gloria 
Matta Tuchman, an elementary school teacher 
with 33 years experience successfully teaching 
English to non-English speaking first graders. "If 
you hear Spanish, you learn Spanish. And they are 
not even doing a good job of doing that!" 

Besides, . she asks, where on earth does 
Krashen get off telling people like herself, who 
have spent decades in the classroom transitioning 
kids from Spanish to English in just one year, the 
best way to tea,h English? 

"The man has never taught elementary 
school, much less first grade," says ""~ll'f 
Tuchman. "I don't think he has a clue." ...­

''11 
Paul Ciotti is a freelance writer who lives in 
Southern California. 
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Prop 226, Continued from page 4 

ate a tidy, syllogism in voter's minds: David 
Duke supports Prop, 209; David D\lke is a 
rapist; therefore anyone who supports 209 is a 
racist. In case someone didn't get the hint, the 
No on 209 campaign began airing television 
ads which featured dips' of Duke at the 
debate, then shifted to a figure in Klan robes, 
with a cross burning in the background. 
Defenders of race preferences even forged a 
letter, which they distributed to the .press, 
from Duke to 209-spokesman Ward Connerly, 
thanking him for his "support." (In fact, 
Connerly had repeatedly denounced Duke in 
public.) These smears were offensive, at times 
absurd, and not ultimately successful, but they 
did manage to whittle down the support for 
the measure. (It passed with just over 54 per­
cent of the vote.) 

Two years later the cam­
paign against 226 has adopted a 
similar strategy. The first TV spot 
produced by Californians to 
Protect Employee Rights (CPER), 
the union-sponsored group heading 
the campaign against 226, hit the 
airwaves in late April. The ad says 
nothing about unions, dues money, 
paycheck deductions, political con­
tributions, or any other aspect of 
the ballot language. In fact, the 
viewer is left with no clue as to 
what the initiative really says. 
Instead, he is given a middle-aged 
man looking at the "fine print" of 
the voters guide with a magnifying 
glass. An off-screen announcer 
intones that 226 isn't what it seems. 

ing in integrated worship in a venue where 
black people call the tune. 

Described in CPER's literature as an 
"ultra-conservative," Rooney is currently the 
principle financial backer for "safe haven" 
schools being set up by black churches in low 
income urban areas. In this context, 
Rooney's $49,000 contribution to the 226 
campaign-given when the signature drive 
hit a lull last summer--does not seem so 
menacing. 

But Rooney is only part of the evil 
Mutt and Jeff act being staged byanti-226 
forces. At the CNA rally in Sacramento, 
when Nader-disciple Harvey Rosenfield 
cracked a joke about a "guy named Grover," 
the audience oooh'ed in recognition. It's a 
fair bet that few in attendance had ever 
heard of Grover Norquist before a few 
months earlier, but union organizers have 

IfIll 
Proposition 226 

NEWS EPQRT FOR~THE 81.G l!E FALlS2'Y'!.~d 

PAGE 7 

into her crystal ball and chanting, "Bring 
back the days when Californians worked for a 
dollar a day and loved it." 

Speaking at the nurses' rally, Jim Hart 
of the Service Employees Union took things 
a little farther off the deep end, delivering, to 
a sing-song rap at the end of his speech, 
stressing the last word of each line like a spo­
ken-word poet. 

He wants to put in a political right­
wing FIX. 

He wants to take you out of the 
political MIX. 

And he wants to do it with 
Proposition Two-Twa-SIX. 

And I say no more Wilson TRICKS. 
We will stop Two-Twa-SIX! 

A characteristic bit of anti-Wilson 
hyperbole came from Judith Barish, 
communications director for the 
California Labor Federation, who 
said to me, "When you hear that 
Pete Wilson is worried about work­
ers' rights, it's like hearing that ser­
fal killers are opening up a daycare 
center. " 

.. .. "' .. .. .. .. .. i .. • .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Proposition 226, which is on the June 1998 ballot, is 
sponsored by a group of out-of-state interests, including 0 

miIJionai insur nce coon ond 0 Washington DC-based 
a ist wi c ose ties to Speaker of the House Newt 

Gingric . 

Proposition 226 would: 

1. [\o~ decrease Ihe omoun\ of loreign donalions to politico! 

~~liljc~r~~n~~~~~;!.'ow alreody prohibits fo'eign do~otior:, 10 

"When you take a closer look at 
Prop. 226, you'll see that a foreign 
lobbyist, '·fu·ultiriational corpora­
tions, and an out-of-state insurance 
tycoon are behind it." The magni­
fying glass pauses over small, unla­
belled black-and-whites photos. 
The men in the photos are J. 
Patrick Rooney and Grover 
Norquist. 

~ 
2. ;e, up Iwa !els of de, governing how different types of 

o'9.a~izot;ons ",~gage in political campa'gns, which is just unfair 
in fo", Propo"'ian 226 would curb unions and employee 
orso~izatio~s from engaging in poli!ics to protecl pensions, 
h~o;!h and sofety lows. and h.e~llh Co'e kneFits. 

E ven apart from the perfervid 
effort "to duke" (an infinitive 

which may enter the political lexi­
con alongside "to bork") Rooney, 
Norquist, and Wilson, the 226 
opponents' rhetoric skirts constant­
lyon the edge of hysteria. Jesse 
Jackson set the tone in a Los 
Angeles Times op-ed in which he 
wrote that "California's rabid right 
is now opening a new front in its 
class war," and suggested that the 
Paycheck Protection proposition 
threatened the environment, civil 
rights, the 40-hour work week, 
and-yes-child labor laws. 

""3WAi~ HiitilOkNOW-]: 3; w,11 co,t 'lole and locol govemmer.ts onei >choels mill;o~s to 
,mplemant bee"",e of il. bureaucralic regulal;aM an employees' 
pali!"ol aC1Jvllie,. 

oj .e~£.~eck Protection Racket 
',!Ol~~r Jo"·JS ·\r;,cle 

"J~LQf Prooosition 226 
tWho's hehinc the lD.Ltii'ttlv§ 
.. YihQ:ugainst Prop 226 

Meanwhile big business· which already outspends unions and 
employee organizations by 1 J to 1 - would be oble to freely 
contribute 10 politics to inAuence governmental policy and 
political decisions. 

Bill Leonard of the Green 
Party turned the initiative on its 
head, telling the crowd at the CNA 
rally that 226 "takes away personal 
choice." 

.. HoW it affects you 

.. ~nt!y AsfW.(.LOvestions 

.. rYMhs & Facts about prop 226 

.. Bailot Arg[;meJJ.1 
« !LQ1!~LB..egistration 

These two, along with Gov. 
Pete Wilson are sharing the David 
Duke role in the anti'226 script. To 
be sure, each has indeed been an 
important supporter of the initia-
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tive, but the CPER's attempt to 
cast them as figures of KKK-like 
malice is a bit of a stretch even in 
the morally challenged world of TV 
attacks and disinformation ads. Rooney, the 
"insurance tycoon" in the ad, is the 69-year­
old chairman emeritus of the Indianapolis­
based Golden Rule Financial Corp., but he's 
hardly the greedy fat cat described in the 
union propaganda. During the 1970s, he 
spent eight years and $2 million of his own 
money pressing a racial-discrimination law­
suit against the Republican-dominated 
Illinois state government, alleging that the 
state's insurance agent exam discriminated 
against blacks. Eventually the case was set­
tled in Rooney's favor out of court. Later, 
Rooney set up a charitable foundation that 
provides half-tuition scholarships for poor 
children in Indianapolis, allowing them 
(they're predominantly black) to go to pri­
vate schools. Today the program serves 1,300 
children each year, and has served as the 
blueprint for similar charities in 32 cities. 

It is undeniable that Rooney, who 
splits his time between California and 
Indiana, is extremely active politically. 
During the 1996 election year, for example, 
his family, his business Golden Rule, and its 
executives contributed $440,000 to various 
campaigns. But his commitments are consis­
tent with a social conscious that is anything 
but reactionary. For the past 17 years, for 
example, Rooney has attended Holy Angels, 
a black Catholic church in Indianapolis' 
inner city with the explicit purpose of en gag-

WWW.DEFEATPROp226.0RG 

tried to make the name of the founder of the 
DC-based Americans for Tax Reform a syn­
onym for unbridled evil. ATR footed the bill 
for a massive mailing to collect the signa­
tures needed to qualify the initiative for the 
ballot; at $441,000, its donation remains the 
pro-226 campaign's largest by far. In addi­
tion, the organization has pledged $10 mil­
lion to support the paycheck protection leg­
islation in other states. 

N orq uist is prone to the occaisional 
impolitic remark, and his quip that he'd like 
to "crush labor unions as a political entity" is 
in wide circulation these days. Worse still, in 
the union's logic, he is a "primary confidant" 
of Newt Gingrich. 

The third of the anti-226 campaign's 
triangle of evil is Gov. Pete Wilson, who 
along with former Vice President Dan 
Quayle serves as honorary chairman of the 
campaign. (Why Quayle has been ignored is 
something of a mystery.) As was the case dur­
ing the drive for Prop. 209 two years ago, 
when "Wilson, you liar, we'll set your ass on 
fire" was a common cry at rallies, union offi­
cials are beginning to lose their grip at the 
mere mention of the governor's name. A 
political cartoon circulated by the State 
Employees union, entitled "The Pete Wilson 
Seance," depicts him seated at a table, hold­
ing hands with several men and women in 
business suits, with a fortune teller gazing 

In an interview with 
Heterodoxy, Emil Lawton, the polit­
ical action coordinator for the Los 
Angeles chapter of the Sierra Club, 
did Leonard one better, calling the 
initiative a "threat to democracy." 

And, in what seemed to be 
an effort to prove Jackson's maxim 

that race is a part of everything in America, 
LA Weekly editor Harold Myerson opined 
recently in the New Republic that 226 was 
really a veiled attack on Latinos. 

With principle and public sentiment 
against them and time running out, the 
unions are turning to their one completely 
renewable resource-their members open 
pocketbooks-and creating in the process a 
case study indicating why paycheck protec­
tion is necessary. At its annual meeting in 
March, the executive council of the AFL-CIO 
decided to deduct an extra $12.5 million from 
dues paid by its members across the country 
solely to fight Proposition 226. 

The California Teachers' Association, 
defying its own internal polls which show 70 
percent of its members support 226, has set 
aside $4 million of its own to fight the initia­
tive, including $500,000 for an internal cam­
paign to combat teachers' false consciousness 
about their right to control how their dues are 
spent. The irony of the union using money 
from teachers' paychecks to convince them to 
vote against a measure they overwhelminglY 
support isn't lost on Elizabeth Lee, a 
Sacramento elementary school teacher who 
has been active in the campaign for 226. 

"I support my union, but I'm sur­
prised they would be so blatantly anti- ~ I/'t. 
member," she says. "Why are they so .~ 
afraid of giving us a choice?" .»~ 
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Eldridge Cleaver RIP 
by Peter Collier 

When I heard ove,r ,t, he radio that 
Eldridge Cleaver had died, I 
wondered to myself, as many no 

doubt had who knew about his born again 
Christianity, if this was the last stop on his 
curious pilgrimage. I also thought back to 
that afternoon in 1967 when he walked 
into the offices of Ramparts magazine 
which had in effect sponsored his release 
from prison, took a look around as if cas­
ing the joint, and deadpanned, 

in a bed of excelsior. The rest of us were in a tizzy 
of revolutionary outrage; Eldridge just laughed at 
the racist dog" who'd sent it. 

Cleaver liked the dope and hedonism and 
sex-especially sex-that was the Musak of the 
Movement. Despite or given the perversity of the 
time, because of his background, he was catnip to 
lefty women. (I remember coming into the office 
one Saturday afternoon and thinking it was 
deserted until I heard a noise, and Eldridge 
emerged from an' area where we kept a cot, along 
with a knockout blonde deb who volunteered for 

radicals cringe. "Whatchu talking about, man?" he 
said. "More people got killed trampling each other 
to get a look at that brother's body at his funeral 
than were killed in any damned purges!" 

He never seemed really at ease at 
Ramparts and his literary output was neglible. It 
always seemed to me that wasn't until he met Huey 
Newton a couple of months after getting out of 
prison that Cleaver really found his niche. When 
he became a Panther, it was the equivalent of a 
free-agent superstar signing with a superteam. At 
the time I always wondered why Eldridge, to me a 

much more impressive figure, became a 
follower of Newton. But I understood 
later on when it was revealed that far 
from being a shrill voiced theoretician 
giving brain dwarfing hour-long 
Castroite rants, Huey was actually a 
black Scarface running drugs and 
women in Oakland and beating and 
even murdering whoever got in the way. 
Eldridge had seen people like Newton 
in heavy lock-up where they ruled over 
other prisoners by their violence, mes­
merism, and homemade existentialism, 
and by a nihilistic willingness to die for 
their power. He had seen prison gangs 
take over the joint and realized that 
Huey, acting with the help of the white 
left,had put together such an organiza­
tion on the outside. Eldridge knew he 
had only gotten away with rape; Huey 
had gotten away with murder 

"Is this where they're making 
the revolution?" 

I had recently come to work at 
Ramparts myself. For weeks I had been 
hearing about this authentic voice, 
soon to be our authentic voice, from 
the black underworld; this poet of rape 
who had the audacity to claim that this 
crime for which he had done hard time 
was actually a legitimate insurrec­
tionary act. His prison essays were one 
of the first literary manifestations of 
black power, one of the first unveilings 
of that quintessentially '60s notion that 
all prisoners are political prisoners. In 
the isolation of his prison cell, Eldridge 
had psyched out the zeitgeist more 
adroitly than most of us on the outside. 
He saw we were entering an era when 
someone like himself could not only 
blame America for his crime, but also 
plausibly claim that he had been 
washed clean of his guilt by the blood 
of the Vietnamese. But While the voice 
was the voice of Eldridge, I'd heard 
that the hand that wrote Soul on lee 
had been held by more than one white 
editor. 

As Eldridge looked around 
the Ramparts office on that days thirty 
odd years ago (and very odd some of 
those years have been), I noticed his 
eyes-a striking green, and so hooded 
that they seemed embedded in epican­
thic in epicanthic folds. He let his 
glance linger languorously on surfaces 
that would have seemed ordinary to 
anyone except a man who'd been look­
ing at objects of monochromatic saine­
ness for countless days behind bars. 
Then he turned and walked down the 
hall. The gait was not the cantilevered 
swagger of the black hipster. It 'was 
slower and more deliberate,' a walk 
developed over years of doing the 
prison exercise-yard passegiata. 

Eldridge was something of an 
anomaly at Ramparts. The rest of us 
were earnest white revolutionaries 
mixing journalism and a deepening 
activism to wage war by other means 
against the government. Eldridge 
talked the same talk but he walked that 
different walk. The look on his face as 
he listened to our bull sessions-an 
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CLEAVER LEITER TO GUIRARD 

Eldridge was an ornament for 
the Panthers, although he remained a 
sort of free lance enrage, running for 
President on the Peace and Freedom 
ticket, making speeches in which he 
called for "pussy power," accused 
Reagan of being a "faggot" and Bobby 
Kennedy of being "scurvy," and offered 
to kill Joseph Alioto, along with 
Alioto's children and grandchildren 
while he was at it. He was willing to put 
up rather than shut up. His most 

·famous moment came in 1969 when he 
was in a shootout with cops in Oakland. 
As rifle and shotgun rounds penetrated 
the house where he was holed up, he 
survived by getting into a bathtub and 
later came out, stripped naked, with his 
hands up. A young thug named Bobby 
Hutton-forever after known as L'il 
Bobby Hutton in Panther martyrolo­
gy-was killed and his bloody shirt was 
waved for years to come. 

The shootout became 
Eldridge's summary moment, just as 
shooting and killing an Oakland cop 
named John Frey had been for Huey 
two years earlier. It was the foundation 
of his own personal myth inside the 
Panther party and a significant stop in 
the development of the idea-still 
taken seriously. in some quarters 
today-that the Oakland police, in col­
laboration with other law enforcement 
agencies, were waging a genocidal war 

ironic, impassive face that didn't show emotion 
easily-carried the charge that this was kid's stuff. 
Yet he was our noble savage, a radical celebrity 
who increased our clout. He was by nature a con­
versational counter puncher, but he could do the 
black revolutionary schtick with the best of them 
and had an· ability that most other black revolu­
tionaries didn't to get under the white skin. Not 
long after he arrived at Ramparts, a suspicious­
looking box addressed to him arrived in the mail. 
Thinking that it might be a bomb, we got Don 
Duncan, a former green beret who was on our 
staff and who theoretically had some knowledge 
of demolitions, to open it. After much huffing and 
puffing, the lid came off. Inside the box was noth­
ing more dangerous than a coil of dogshit nesting 

us and who was now rearranging herself like a hen 
after the rooster is through.) He also cut some­
thing of a swathe through San Francisco's radical 
chic circles. I heard that he was invited to a party 
honoring James Baldwin. He had, of course, 
attacked Baldwin parricidally in his writings, just 
as Baldwin had once similarly attacked Richard 
Wright. But when he saw Baldwin at this party, so 
it was said, Eldridge bear-hugged him and gave 
hhn a solid French kiss. 

He was a master at upping the ante-that 
sky's-the-limit rhetoric that became the lingua 
franca of the Movement. I remember in one casu­
al conversation saying something derogatory 
about Stalin's crimes, whereupon Eldridge fixed 
me with one of those gelid stares that made white 

against the Panther organization. It wasn't until 
twenty years later that Cleaver told writer Kate 
Coleman that the cause for the shootout had not 
been motiveless malignancy on the part of the 
police. In fact, just prior to the shootout he and a 
carload of Panthers had ambushed a black and 
white. wounding a pair of policemen as part of 
their war against the "army of occupation" in the 
ghetto, and the gun battle in Oakland that claimed 
Hutton's life had been a sequel to this event. 
Cleaver's admission to Coleman never made much 
of an impact among his former comrades. As they 
say, the accusation is always on page one and the 
retraction buried in the Metro section. 

,:~"-;o',· >, 

After the shootout Eldridge jumped bail 
and disappeared into a '60s haze-traveling to 



HETERODOXY 

with him in his war against 
the U.S. would never for­
give him for it-was that it 
was "better to be in jail in 
America than a free man 
in most other countries." 

Eldridge did go to 
jail for a couple of years 
for the shootout and flee-
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after coming home. What happened after 1975 
was bogus: there are no second acts in American 
lives. 

It was confusing. He was always a con 
man, always seizing the main chance. Did he 
believe any of the protestations he made, either 
as a revolutionary or as a pilgrim? It is hard to 
tell. Yet I always thought that what happened in 
his afterlife in America-a time when his soul 

was in thaw-was at least as 
interesting as what happened 
when he first burst on the 
scene back in 1967 and that it 
was a shame nobody told his 
story. 

Cuba, then to Algeria (where 
he had to put up with another 
exile, Timothy Leary, whose 
bizarre loquaciousness caused 
Cleaver tp warn him that there 
was a "Panther graveyard" 
thereabouts for people who 
talked too much), and then to 
Paris where he is alleged to 
have shared a mistress with 
Giscard d'Estaing. Somewhere 
along the way he fell out with 
Huey, accusing him of selling 
out the "armed struggle" and 
ridiculing his fatuous postur­
ing as the Servant of the 
People. It was more than a war 
of ·words. Their quarrel was 

ELDRIDGE CLEAVER, 1968 There's a tiny slice of 
that story in the following let­
ter. Early in 1976 Washington 
attorney James Guirard, hear­
ing that Cleaver was in jail, 
sent him a copy of a long 
philosophical essay he had 
written to Solzhenitsyn some 
time earlier about the failure 
of dialectical materialism. He 
hadn't gotten an answer from 
the exiled Russian writer and 
didn't expect one from the 

played out in the back alleys of Oakland, Los 
Angeles and New York, as Eldridge, putting 
together a rebel army of black revolutionaries 
from abroad, launched a civil war against the 
Newton branch of the Panthers. Cleaver soon 
resigned from his command, but his troops would 
leave behind the nucleus of the terrorist Black 
Liberation Army. 

When he finally returned to America in 
1975, Eldridge was a changed and also a dimin­
ished man. It wasn't just his involvement in gim­
micks like the codpiece pants to be marketed as 
"Cleavers." There w"s a change in his attitudes 
too, or at least in his rhetoric. One of the things he 
said when he returned-and those who had served 

150 Years of Evil, Continued from page 1 

To be sure, on America's benighted col­
lege campuses, unfortunately and deplorably, this 
description of, Mfirxism's currency ~s accurate. 
Marxisin, or some kitsch version of it, has indeed 
become "part of an integral modern sensibility." 
But what about the real world, outside the ivory 
tower? 

Of even more consequence is the Times's 
endorsement of this degeneration of intellectual 
life-what should properly be regarded as a 
social disaster. Instead of digesting the lessons of 
the Communist holocaust, closing the Marxist 
tent, throwing the Manifesto in the intellectual 
garbage bin where it belongs, dusting off the vol­
umes by Von Mises and Hayek, which actually 
predicted the Communist fall and-for the first 
time in one's life-thinking about how to make 
bourgeois democracy work, the Times apparently 
would like its progressive readers to believe that 
none of this sordid revolutionary history has any 
relevance to the important and present task of 
continuing the civil war the Manifesto first incit­
ed: 

A decade after those world-historical 
occurrences, the Manifesto continues to 
yield itself to our reading in the new light 
that its enduring insights into social exis­
tence generate. It emerges ever more dis­
tinctly as an unsurpassed dramatic repre' 
sentation, diagnosis and prophetic array 
of visionary judgments on the modem 
world .... A century and a half after­
ward, it remains a classic expression of 
the society it anatomized and whose 
doom it prematurely announced. 

Prematurely! Are we to understand by 
this that the Times thinks the bloody apocalypse 
Marx gleefully hoped for is yet to come? The 
answer is obviously yes if the Manifesto has 
"enduring insights" into capitalist economy. And 
what exactly is it that the Manifesto is alleged to 
have diagnosed? This, after all, is the decisive 
issue. Is the Manifesto correct in what it says 
about "social existence"? 

In fact the Manifesto is so self-evidently 
wrong in its fundamental analyses and judgments 
that its author could not begin to explain how the 
article praising his bankrupt and discredited war 
cry could appear in the Times at all. How is it that 
the leading institution of the "ruling class" press, 
in the principal bourgeois nation on the planet, 
could feature such Marxist tripe? Nor is this ques-

" -,~ 
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ing the country. When he 
came out, he embarked on 
a journey that would pro­
duce many incarnations­
Moonie, Christian, 
Republican. I listened for 
news of him as he became 
a recycler, a prophet, a 
political candidate, a buf­
foon. The conventional 

ELDRIDGE CLEAVER, 1997 

radical wisdom was that he suffered from a bisect­
ed life. The first part-into prison and then into 
the revolution-was seen as an exemplary journey 
of our time. But nobody on the left made the same 
assumption about the leftover life Eldridge lived 

tion incidental to the core problem of a text 
whose principal thesis claiming to analyze com­
plex societies on the basis of a single structure­
economic class-is announced in its very first 
line: "The history of all hitherto existing society is 
the history of claS!i'struggle." 

This hypothesis is really the essence and 
sum of the Manifesto which is not a call to 
thought, but-and this should never be forgot­
ten-a call to arms. The striking (and reprehensi­
ble) thesis of the Manifesto is that democratic 
societies are not really different in kind from the 
aristocratic and slave societies that required rev­
olutions to overthrow. Despite surface appear­
ances, despite the fact that in contrast to all pre­
vious societies, democracy makes the people 
"sovereign"-democratic ···'.-capitalism is 
"unmasked" by Marx as an "oppressive" and 
tyrannical society like all the rest, and therefore 
requires extra-legal and violent means to liberate 
its victims from its yoke. That is why those who 
have been inspired by the Manifesto have 
declared war on the liberal societies of the West 
and have spilled so much blood and spread so 
much misery in our time. 

The meaning of the first sentence of the 
Manifesto, then, is this: All (non-socialist) soci­
eties are divided into classes that are "oppressed" 
and those who oppress them. Capitalism is no dif­
ferent, even though its revolutions may have 
instituted democratic political structures 
designed to enfranchise the "oppressed." For the 
very idea of democracy in a society where private 
property exists, according to the Manifesto, is an 
illusion: "The executive of the modem state is but 
a committee for managing the common affairs of 
the whole bourgeoisie." In other words, democ­
ratic elections are a sham. Civil war is the politi­
cal answer to humanity's problems: "Workers of 
the world unite, you have nothing to lose but your 
chains." The solution to all fundamental social 
problems-to war, to poverty, to economic 
inequality-lies in a conflict that will rip society 
apart and create a new revolutionary world from 
its ruins. This is the enduring and poisonous mes­
sage of the Manifesto, and why its believers have 
left 'such a trail of human slaughter in their path 
as they set about· to create a progressive future. 

Almost every important analytic thesis of 
the Manifesto-including its opening statement­
is patently false. History is not the history of class 
struggle, as defined by Marx, i.e., the struggle of 
economic oppressor and oppressed. Not even the 
historical event which provided the basis for 

black revolutionary. But three months later, 
Cleaver replied with the following note which 
shows why he became an embarrassment '0.~'1. 
to his old comrades and an enigma to the" -
rest of us. . /11 

Marx's theoretical model, the French Revolution, 
is explicable in these terms. Historians like Simon 
Schama and Francis Furet have established, 
beyond any reasonable doubt, that capitalism was 
already thriving under the monarchy, and it was 
the nobility, not the bourgeoisie, that upended 
the ancien regime). When we look at the twenti­
eth century, whose course has largely been deter­
mined by forces of nationalism and racism, which 
Marx utterly discounted, the hopeless inadequacy 
of his theories becomes impossible except for 
those blinded by faith-to ignore. 

According to Marx, the bourgeois epoch 
possesses a distinctive feature: "It has simplified 
the class antagonisms: Society as a whole is more 
and more splitting up into two great hostile 
camps, into two great classes, directly facing each 
other: Bourgeoisie and Proletariat." But, of 
course, it hasn't. Which is one reason why 
Marxism has failed, as a program, in all the indus­
trialized countries. 

In fact, much of the Marxist critique of 
capitalism reflects nothing so much as a romantic 
longing for a feudal past in which social status was 
pre-ordained and irrevocable, and stamped every 
individual with a destiny and a grace: 

The bourgeoisie has stripped of its halo 
every occupation hitherto honoured and 
looked up to with reverent awe. It has 
converted the physician, the lawyer, the 
priest, the poet, the man of science, into 
its paid wage labourers. 

Of course, it has not exactly done this 
either. More likely it has turned physician, lawyer, 
scientist, and poet into entrepreneurs themselves. 
In the open societies created by capitalist revolu­
tionaries, they can set up as independent contrac­
tors; they can incorporate themselves; and they 
can move up the social and economic scale to 
heights undreamed of when their status may have 
been "reverential" but where it was also fixed by 
the immutable relations of an authentic "class 
society," which bourgeois society is not. The com­
plexity and fluidity of class structure in developed 
capitalist societies has made a mockery of the 
core principles of Marxist belief. 

Marx was a first-rate intellect and a bril­
liant writer, and his descriptions of the progres­
sive economic expansion of market societies 
under the leadership of the "bourgeoisie" are 
memorable and provide most of the basis for 
claims that the Manifesto is an accurate and "pre­
scient" work. Marx famously extolled the capital­
ist class for constantly "revolutionizing the forces 
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of production," concluding: "The bourgeoisie, 
during its rule of scarce one hundred years, has 
created more massive and more colossal produc­
tive forces than have all preceding generations 
together, " 

This sentence encapuslates both the 
seductive power of Marx's writing and the sinister 
import of his theory, The description would seem 
to be an endorsement of capitalism, i\1dicating the 
immense value to all members of society in the 
encouragement it has proVided to an entrepre­
neurial class to create more social wealth than the 
world has ever known, It would hardly seem to 
provide an argument for the permanent war that 
Marx goes on to advocate against the bourgeoisie 
in the name of human progress. But even in the 
sentence quoted, one sees how the theory is 
designed to cancel the praise. Marx identifies the 
creative entrepreneurs as "rulers" in a sense 
designed to parallel that of absolutist monarchs 
and slave-owners, and thus to detach them from 
the reality of their achievement and from the fact 
that they earn the power they accumulate, and 
thus to incite social resentment and hatred 
against them. The theory further postulates that 
the productive forces these entrepreneurs have 
created have "outgrown" them, and make it nec­
essary to destroy their "rule." 

. In Marx's colorful prose: "Modem bour­
geois society ... is like the sorcerer, who is no 
longer able to control the powers of the nether 
world whom he has called up by his spells." Marx 
is referring here to the business cycle and its eco­
nomic crises. 

In these crises there breaks out an 
epidemic that, in all earlier epochs, 
would have seemed an absurdity-the 
epidemic of over-production. Society 
SUddenly finds itself put back into a state 
of momentary barbarism; it appears as if 
a famine, a universal war of devastation 
had cut off the supply of every means of 
subsistence. 

According to Marx the bourgeoisie is at 
war with the very forces of production that it has 
called into being ("The weapons with which the 
bourgeoisie felled feudalism to the ground are 
now turned against the bourgeoisie itself.") And 
there is more. The forces of production called 
into being by the bourgeoisie have also created a 
class, the proletariat, which is its victim and its 
antagonist. The proletariat has no property itself, 
and therefore is in a position to abolish private 
property which is the "condition" of bourgeois 
production and bourgeois oppression, to remove 
the bourgeois "rulers" from their corporate 
thrones and to create a cooperative society in 
which the economy can be organized according to 
a "social plan." This development emanating 
from the logic of History that MaTX' has discov­
ered, has all the inevitability of a natural force: 

The advance of industry, whose involun­
tary promoter is the bourgeoisie, replaces 
the isolation of the labourers, due to 
competition, by their revolutionary com­
bination, due to association. The devel­
opment of Modem Industry, therefore, 
cuts from under its feet the very founda­
tion on which the bourgeoisie produces 

and appropriates products. What the 
bourgeoisie, therefore, produces, above 
all, is its own grave-diggers. Its fall and 
the Victory of the proletariat are equally 
ineVitable. 

Under the spell of prose like this, whole 
generations of "progressives" have been blinded 
to the obVious bounties of democratic capitalist 
societies and encouraged to make war on them, 
and with a nihilistic fury inspired by illusions of 
"social justice" producing human tragedy beyond 
measure. The heirs of Marx are still at it. In the 
wake of the Communist catastrophe, they are 
willing to acknowledge only that Marx's econom­
ic categories are too narrow and that the prole: 
tariat has failed to make the revolution. But the 
core Marxist model, the model which proposes 
that democratic societies are oppressive and 
tyrannical, that they deserve not fundamental 
allegiance and constructive attention but ven­
omous scorn and nihilistic rejection, that democ­
ratic processes and institutions are a sham, that 
the just solution to social problems lies along the 
path of civil confrontation and political warfare­
this model is alive and well among radical femi­
nists, racial separatists, queer nationalists, and the 
rag-tag intellectual army of post-modernists, crit­
ical theorists, and kitsch Marxists that inhabit our 
universities and evidently our editorial rooms as 
well. 

Contrary to the Times, and other institu­
tions of the "bourgeois" media that have fol­
lowed its lead, what needs to be emphasized on 
this 150th anniversary of the Communist 
Manifesto is that Marx was totally, tragically, 
destructively wrong. He was wrong about the 
oppressive nature of the bourgeoisie and the out­
moded nature of capitalist production, wrong 
about the increasing misery of the working class, 
and wrong about its liberating powers,· wrong 
about the increasing concentration of wealth _a'no 
the increasing polarization of class under capital­
ism, wrong abo\lt the labor theory of value and 
the falling rate of profit, and wrong about the 
possibility of creating an advanced and democra' 
tic industrial society by abolishing private proper­
ty and the market in order to adopt a "social 
plan." 

If Marx's economics were already outdat­
ed and false when he wrote the Manifesto, even 
worse was his political ignorance. He was, in par­
ticular, disastrously deaf to all the resonances of 
the Anglo-American constitutional tradition and 
the accumulated democratic wisdom ascending 
from the Magna. Carta to the American 
Constitution. Here in its implacable arrogance is 
how the "visionary" prophet who wrote the 
Manifesto actually saw the political future: 

When, in the course of development, 
class distinctions have disappeared, and 
all production has been concentrated in 
the hands of a vast association of the 
whole nation, the public power will lose 
its political character. Political power, 
properly so called, is merely the orga­
nized power of one class for oppressing 
another. If the proletariat during its con: 
tes! with the bourgeoisie is compelled, by 
the force of circumstances, to organize 

What do these people have in common? 
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itself as a class, if, by means of a revolu­
tion, it makes itself the ruling class, and, 
as such, sweeps away by force the old 
conditions of production, then it will, 
along with these conditions, have swept 
away the conditions for the existence of 
class antagonisms and of classes general­
ly, and will thereby have abolished its 
own supremacy as a class. 

One billion people have been impound­
ed in totalitarian states and gulags, and one hun­
dred million people have been murdered in our 
lifetime byMarxists acting on these false premis­
es. That they should be endorsed today by any­
one at all is a moral disgrace. This is what we 
should remember on the 150th anniversary of 
Marx's destructive work. Political power is not 
"merely the organized power of one class for 
oppressing another." In democratic market soci­
eties, where social mobility is fluid, the people 
are sovereign and the rule of law prevails, class­
es do not "oppress" one another, and those who 
inflame the passions of revolution are inciting 
their followers to criminal acts. Period. 

Private property may be the basis of 
class divisions, as Marxists claim, but private 
property has been proven by all history to be the 
indispensable bulwark of human liberty, the only 
basis for producing general economic prosperity 
and social wealth that human beings have yet dis­
covered. There are no democratic societies, or 
industrial societies or post-industrial societies 
that are not based on private property and eco­
nomic markets. Those who make war on private 
property, make war on human liberty and human 
well-being. 

As noted above, the writer of the Times 
review is a professor of English literature. At any 
other moment in our intellectual history his 
choice for an assignment of this importance 
--might.be dismissed as'mere happenstance: But 
Marcus's views reflect the appalling state of liter­
arystudies in American colleges, which under 
the aegis of tenured radicals have become a pre­
text for teaching Marxist kitsch under rubrics 
like "post-modernism," "post-structufalism," 
and "critical" and '4cultural" studies. These pseu­
do-Marxists share Marx's hatred of all bourgeois 
societies like our own. As the professor, himself, 
put it in the Times: "Whether it is regarded as 
capitalist democracy as civil society, as the wel­
fare state in transition or as the modem social 
contract, bourgeois society remains alive and 
well which means of course, as it always has, that 
it is in a hell of a state." 

The sub-text is that American society is 
a society to be rejected and despised as a social 
hell, that its institutions are institutions to be sub­
verted and destroyed. This is the curriculum in 
ail too many college classrooms today. This is the 
real meaning of the Communist Manifesto on its 
150th anniversary, and of the celebrations of the 
Manifesto by an intellectual class whose own 
record in this bloodiest of centuries, is a sordid 
and sorry one of apology and support for ."" ~II'/ 
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HETERODOXY 

Ice Cube, CDntinued from page 1 

pers in a group· called N.w.A. (Niggas with 
Attitudes), his cDnfrontatiDnal tDne, particularly 
against law enfDrcement, is set. On the .famDus 
track, "Fuck tha PDlice," N.WA. rappers put the 
pDlice .on trial, and, nDt surprisingly, wind u,P.with a 
conviction: 

N.WA. CDurt is in ... Beat up pDlic" ... 
scene .of the slaughter ... Ice Cube will 
swarm .on any mDtherfuckerin a blue uni­
form ... gDnna be a blDDd bath .of CDpS 
dying in LA ... I'm a sniper with a hell .of 
a sCDpe ... Taking .out a CDP Dr. tWD ... A 
sucker in a blue unifDrm waiting tD get 
ShDt by me Dr anDther nigga .. ; . the jury 
has fDund YDuguilty .of being a .redneck, 
white-bred, chickenshit mDtherfucker ... 

The 1989 N.WA. release .of "Straight 
Dutta CDmptDn" is nearly identical tq the 1988 
release, except that nDW the "Fuck tha 
PDlice" track is remDved. Later Ice 
Cube CDs call fDr the killing .of law 
enfDrcement .officers, and lyrics .often . 
single .out white male .officers. 

ViDlence directed mDrebroad­
ly at whites began in 1990 after Ice 
Cube broke away frDm N.W.A., starting 
with his first sDID wDrk called 
"AmeriKKKa's MDSt Wanted." In the 
title track Ice Cube claims tD be a crim-
inal and says: • 

· .. Ice Cube has gDt the 4-1-1 ... 
CDPS ain't shit tD me ... FJ3Ii.s .on 
my dick. Stay .off! ... I'm wanted by. 
America .... It's time tD take a trip 
tD the suburb. Let them see a nigga 
invasiDn. PDint-blank .on a 
Caucasian. CDck the hammer and 
then cracker WDn't smile. Take me 
tD YDur hDuse, pal. GDt tD the 

'. hqu~e, .• MY,P\1cketsgDt J'li, .. s~e •. 
Cracked his head. GDt the mDney 
and the jewelry ... 'AmeriKKKa's 
MDSt Wanted' repDrts that Ice 
Cube is the leader .of the Lench 
MDb. AlsD in the group they have 
J-Dee', T-BDne* ... It's like a black 
thing. 

Educated blacks WhD_ dD nDt 
help take viDlence tD the whites ShDUld 
be killed, .one phrase says .on anDther 
sDng. In mDre recent years Ice Cube's 
lyrics DccasiDnally suggest that blacks 
WhD act tDD much like whites ShDUld be 
killed. 

His viDlent racism gDt atten­
tiDn from the media in the fall .of 1991 -
when "Death Certificate" was released. In. it; 
whites and law enfDrcement have been jDined as 
targets by Asiansand a white Jew WhD managed 
N.W.A. HDwever, the threats against Asians and 
Jews are relatively minDr in cDmparisDn tD repeat­
ed acts .of verbal viDlence against whites. "HDrny 
Lil' DevW' is representative .of the Cube's take .on 
whiteness: 

· .. you are th,e prince .of darkness, arch­
enemy, father .of evil, hell-bDrn, demDnic, 
savage, fierce, vicious, wild, tameless, bar­
baric, ungDvernable, uncDntrollable ... the 
Beast ... LDDking at my girlfriend's black 
skin ... she dDn't like white men ... get YDur 
punk devil-ass hurt: .. where I'm frDm, dev­
ils get they ass kicked ... I wanna kill a devil 
fDr talking shit ... hDrny little devil, YDU bet­
ter listen, befDre YDur ass come up missing 
· .. Trying tD fuck me .out .of my land and my 
manhDDd .. : right nDW YDU gDt the upper 
hand ... when I'm .on tDP, I wDn't be fuck­
ing yDU, I'd rather put a buck in yDU. 
Because I hate the devil with a passiDn. And 
when I see the whites .of his eyes, I start 
blasting. Dig a hDle and throw his ass in it. I 
WDn't be happy until I'm dDwn tD my last 
ten ... we'll blDW YDur head .off, and tum 
that white sheet tD a red clDth ... beat the 
Japup, .. put his dick Dnthe WDDd.blDCk. 
Swing. Swing. Swing. And ChDp. ChDp. 
ChDP ... I'm gDnna get my gun, and put an 
end tD the devil. SD get a fucking shDvel ... 

. 
.. I \" 

By 1991 Ice Cube had becDme a fDllDwer 
.of NatiDn .of Islam, a cDmmitment that was SDDn 
reflcted strongly in his music. (In return, LDUis 
Farrakhan, in a speech at the LDS Angeles 
CDliseum last summer, said that music had more 
influence than preachers among young blacks, and 
praised rap and Ice Cube in particular from the 
podium.) The pamphlet inserted intD the "Death 
Certificate" CD, in fact, ShDWS a photograph .of the 
rapper reading a cDpyof Nation .of Islam's weekly 
newspaper, The. FinalCall, whDse title referstD,the 
final warning God gil'es ill .order tD get blacl<:s tD 
pledge tD NatiDn .of Islam dDcirines just befDre the 
.onset .of the blDody Armageddon. In the back­
grDund .of th", phDtograph, pDsed' menacingly 
behind Ice Cube, stand members .of Nation .of 
Islam's security fDrce, the sD-called Fruit .of Islam. 

Th", .only .one of his CDs nDt distributed by 
the PrioritylEMI Group team came out in 1992 
when he wrote and produced lyrics fDr his friends 

ICE CUBE IN HIGHER LEARNING 

tD rap in a new grDup called Da Lench Mob. 
Handled by Time Warner under the Elektra label, 
the raps from "Guerillas in tha Mist" .often refer tD 
Nation .of Islam's dDctrines, as is shown by "Buck 
tha Devil": 

. . . Buck the devil. BDDm. Here comes a 
tune. Bullets fly by YDur head. Zoom. 
ZDDm. ZDDm. A tD the K tD the 4 tD the 7, 
little devils don't go tD heaven. Last night 
I shot eleven at the recDrd ShDp. MDSt .of 
them dropped when my nine*went, pDp. 
Damn. See the fucking CDP with the flat­
tDP standing .over nigga's face dDwn on the 
black top. That shit has gDtta StDP, SD I 
kicked a hip-hDp. PDpped that devil in his 
ass and make him fl'ip flDP . . . Trying to 
fuck a black. In fact, I gDt the 4-1-1 SD YDU 
can buy a gun. Lench Mob's gDt the devil 
.on the run ... ShDrty jDined the NatiDn ... 
As'Salamu 'alai-kum ... Whitey cim't fake 
them;and if they try For will break them 
.• ,'Ice Cube got the mDtherfucking bDmb 
. . Da Lench MDb. DDwn with Farrakhan. 

GDtta let 'em know the devil is a cDnniver.· 
The devil hates my skin because I'm an 
Driginal* ... be sure to put the devil .0)1 

your shitlist. Ya'll can't miss this, a brand 
new LP, from the L-e-n-c-hM-o-b ... rely­
ing .on my vODdDD .• C ftick'You tODand ,'. 

• ' c 

your Red, White, and Blue. MDtherfucker; 
YDU through. SD act like yDu knew. ShDDt 
you with my .22. IgDt plenty .of crew. I 
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take .out white bDYS, that's scary. BDDm. 
Yah. I'm the niggathat said it, and I'm 
sDrry that I can't regret it. But it's a proven 
fact that Jack is anti-black. SD here's YDur 
fucking payback ... I'm cDming. Bullets 
humming. Devils running. Niggas gun­
ning. Many dDne it. LDDks stunning ... 
ArmageddDn is. a cDnfrontatiDn, that the 
infDrmatiDn is cDming from the NatiDn. SD 
what you gDnna dD with YDur crew or YDur 
bDYS? Will>YDl! just~ell . .out Dr ,pring the 
nDise? KeepYDur. bDYS :cause we gDtbig 
tDys with the Dne,mile sCDpe. 

Released late -in the year after the 1992 
Los Angeles RiDtS, "The PredatDr" CD seethes 
with a tDne .of wild empDwerment and describes 
the RiDtS as righteDus acts. The "Wicked" track 
warns the cDuntry:" April 29 was pDwer tD the peD­
pIe, and yDujUSt might see a sequel." Death threats 
are issued tD the white pDlice .officers WhD partici­

pated in the beating .of Rodney King, tD 
the jurors WhD acquitted the .officers, 
and to whites in general. The title track 
issues fDrth: 
. .. riots ain't nDthing but diets fDr 
the system. Fighting with the beast, 
'1),.0 justice, nD peace' ... Niggas are 
sick .of YDur white man tricks, with 
no treating us right. Now it's on, on 
sight. .. Farrakhan fDr president .of 
white America ... Put my chrome' 
tD YDur dDme, watch it bust like a 
cantaloupe ... So who's Ice Cube? 
I'm a rapper, actDr, macker. Got a 
little problem with the redneck 
cracker ... 

Printed on the CD pamphlet is 
the following caveat: "Ice Cube wishes 
to acknDwledge white America's contin­
ued commitment to the silence and 
oppression of black men . . . White 
America needs to thank black people 
fDr still talkin' to them 'cause YDU knDw 
what happens when we stop ... " 

The major music companies 
continued spreading the rapper's senti­
ments around with 1993 and 1994 CDs. 
The track "Enemy" on the "Lethal 
Injection" CD begins with an introduc­
tion by the hydrophobic Khallid 
Muhammad, anti-Semite-in-chief of 
Nation of Islam: 
Every January 16, if's the Dreamer 
... What did he dream? That little 
black bDyS and little white girls 
would .one day hDld hands tDgether, 
shit ... They little black hands are 
yDurS. They can't hDld YDur black 

brDthers' hands. But YDU' gDnna gD hDld. 
SDme crackers' hands befDre YDU hDld 
each .other's hands. YDU gDnna walk with 
YDur enemy befDre YDU learn tD walk with 
.one anDther? HDW sick can YDU be? ... 

At this pDint, Ice Cube cDntinues: 
... bust* a GIDCk. Devils get shDt ... Buck 
the devil ... After 1995 nDt .one dev" will 
be alive .... Ku Klux Klan, scared .of me 
nutty beats, 'cause them nutty beats equal 
them blDDdy sheets ... me knDw Elijah .. 
. I knDw that Farrakhan is YDur baby, 
Jesus. Devil, dDn't YDU knDw I'm a sDldier, 
in GDd's name ... YDU dDn't care if me die -
from the cracker . . . YDU dDn't care 
because YDu're nDthing but a cracker. NDW 
it's Judgment Day. Allah will never play. 
'FreedDm GDt an AK,' them guerrillas' 
say ... When GDd give the wDrd me herd 
like the buffalD, through YDur neighbDr­
hDDd. WatCh me blast, drive up YDur past, 
getting that ass. YDU shDuld've tDDk heed 
.of my wDrd and became a friend .of me . 
NDW YDu're just the enemy ... NDW I 
change my style up ... BDdies pile up ... 
I'm killing mDre crackers than Bosnia-' 
HerzegDvina, each and every day, .out a 
six-straight Chevrolet, with the heavy A tD 
the mDtherfucking K. _ . dDn't bust 'tiIl:YDU . 
see the white.S of his eyes, the whites .of his 
skin, the whites .of his lies ... Putting in 
wDrk fDr Master Farad Muhammad ... 
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1995, Elijah is alive, Louis Farrakhan, 
NO!', Bloods and CRIPS and little old 
me,and we all getting ready for the enemy 

, Writing most of the tracks on Da Lench 
Mob's second CD, "Planet. of da Apes," Ice Cube 
packs in phrases that glorify the killing of whites. 
"Goin' Bananas" is a good example: 

... We're having thoughts of overthrow­
ing the government ... the brotlJ,ers and 
sisters threw their fists in the air ... It's 
open season on crackers, you know. The 
morgue will be full of Caucasian John 
Doe's ... smoking' skinheads until they're 
all dead ... Ring the alarms. You mother-
fuckers been warned. And I won't fail, I 
make the Riot shit look like a fairy tale ... 
I remember the time when you were 
white, you were right, and when you were 
black ... you stayed back ... The KKK is 
my motherfucking prey. I'm hunting them 
down with wicked AK ... gang a cracker 
for his bank ... down with the FOI ... Oh 
my god, Allah, have mercy. I'm killing 
them devils because they're not worthy to 
walk the earth with the original black man. 
They must be forgetting. It's time for 
Armageddon, and I won't rest until 
they're all dead ... 

The last track on the CD gives Nation of 
Islam's "Final Call": 

Pinky dead again . . . The devil got his. 
Fuck that. I want mines. The system was 
designed for pinky to live fine ... It's time 
to regulate, and set the shit straight ... it's 
time to warrior ... Fuck them laws, 'cause 
the Mob is coming raw. Nigga, is you down 
'cause it's the Final Call. The media is only 
good for bluffing, and the government is 
only good for straight fucking. Grab your 
gat. Know the three will start busting. I'm 
trying to take them down, that these devils 
ain't nothing ... The war of Wars with no 
fucking scores. And after this there won't 
be no more. April 29 was a chance to real­
ize ... the g.'s are out to kill ... Nigga, is 
youdown 'cause it's the Final Call ... For 
400 years we've been played like a trump, 
with no respect, held by the' fucking neck. 
But you thought we was gonna let it ride. 
Now here's the payback, the shit from way 
back. Changing the course, with no fucking 
remorse ... we got crackers to kill. Sending 
them back in on a ship to Europe ... They 
deserve it ... A nation-wide riot across 
America ... Fuck them laws, 'cause my 
mind is coming raw. Nigga, is you down, 
'cause it's the Final Call ... This is the Final 
Call, on black man and black woman, rich 
and poor. Rise up . . . come together for 
this black mastery. 
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The 1994 solo work, "Bootlegs & B­
Sides," does not let up on the need to kill whites. In 
addition, Ice Cube proclaims the belief in black 
supremacy that is commonly held by Nation of 
Islam followers: " ... not only mentally but physi­
cally the black man rules." 

1994 was not only the year of two more vio­
lently racist CDs, but was also the year that 

Ice Cube hit Hollywood, taking a role as the 
defender of black grievances in director John 
Singleton'S Higher Learning. Two years after 
meeting Singleton at a rally for Louis Farrakhan, 
Ice Cube got his first movie role in 1991 in the 
director's Boyz N the Hood, in which the rapper 
plays a former inmate who kills to avenge the 
murder of his brother. A year later he played a 
murdering drug dealer in Trespass. More recent­
ly he has played the good guy: the neighborhood 
protector (Friday; 1995), the victim of a sheriff's 
department full of racist, misogynist, anti-Semitic 
white male officers (The Glass Shield; 1995), the 
victim of South African police and the victor over 
armed skinheads (Dangerous Ground; 1997), and 
the monster-killing hero in Anaconda. 

There are, of course, some ironies in his 
film persona, particularly when he is shown 
working with the whites his rap music despises. 
Higher Learning, for instance, is a film in which 
actors who pretend to be white supremacists are 
vilified, while Ice Cube, who actually espouses 
black supremacy, plays a character who escapes 
censure. Although Ice Cube's character initiates 
violence; he does so in response to, specific racist 
acts perpetrated by whites. Away from the movie 
set, Ice Cube raps the slogan "no justice-no 
peace." Director Singleton promotes the "no 
peace" part of the chant as not only a warning of 
civil disobedience but also as a threat of riots. 

The only other common target besides 
whites in Ice Cube's music are rival rappers or 
black drug dealers. In some songs Ice Cube 
threatens drug dealers or gang members because 
he views them as a detriment to predominantly 
black communities, but in other songs the same 
types are either blandly described or outright 
glorified and praised. Demeaning references to 
women are common. In "You Can't Fade Me" Ice 
Cube raps that, he is thinking about shooting a 
woman in the head who tried to trap him falsely 
into paying child support. In "Cave Bitch" white 
women are degraded and he suggests that blacks 
should kidnap white 'women and hold them for 

-ransom. 
Demeaning synonyms for female are 

used to' characterize men, as are derogatory syn­
onyms for homosexual. Homosexuals, although 
rarely pointed at by the rapper, are threatened in 
"Enemy" and in a few lines of "You & Your 
Heroes," a song that claims black entertainers 
and athletes are superior to white ones; however, 
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in both songs being white overrides being homo­
sexual as the justification for hatred. 

Even though in some CDs Ice Cube 
bluntly asks blacks to avoid always blaming 
someone else for problems they face, in other 
lines he undermines the self-help messages by 
passing onto whites some of the ultimate respon­
sibility. Ice Cube emphasizes in his lyrics that 
killing law enforcement officers is justified 
because officers disrespect, brutalize, and kill 
blacks. Excerpted from an interview and put 
onto the "Fuck 'Em" track of "The Predator" 
CD, Ice Cube says: "The things they done to us 
in the past are still affecting us now, mentally." 
His songs suggest that whites spread AIDS, 
crack cocaine, and guns through predominantly 
black neighborhoods, and then, after luring 
blacks into crime, imprison them with sentences 
harsher than those handed down to white crimi­
nals. 

The largest video television channel in the 
J" world, MTV, spotlighted Ice Cube in videos 

throughout the 1990s, and even put him on the 
show to talk as a "role model" to millions of young 
people. Parents might be disturbed by a 1994 track 
of his rap,propaganda called "Trapped": 

. , . you motherfucking crackers know me. 
Your kids buy my shit ... I got game on 
top of game. The kid is mesmerized by the 
Lench Mob fame ... I smoke him, choke 
him ... I see the white kids running ... I'm 
the nigga, called the brothers. Stop the 
black-on-black. It's time for the kidnap .. . 
Being a black man ... in his white land .. . 
Motivate. Motivate. Motivate. The kids 
are talking. Now they want to do them 
drive-by's. That's right ... It's too late., 
Your little child is trapped. White boys ... 
love them hot. You come to the ghetto, 
you come to get mopped ... we might tell 
you to kill your fucking family ... 

One might wonder about the fate of pop­
ular culture in America when a figure like Ice 
Cube is not only not censured, but given an ever­
widening platform to spread his hateful ideas. Yet 
this is what has happened as he has moved out of 
the ghetto of rap and into films first as a' star and 
now as a director courtesy of New Line Cinema, a 
TIme Warner subsidiary, which recently gave him 
over $5 million to make The Player's Club. He is 
doing so well in the industry that one can imagine 
a time in the not-too-distant future when the Cube 
stands up on stage smoldering at the audience at 
an Academy Awards ceremony. " ... and I'd like 
to thank my main man, Louis Farrakhan , 

."",~, and my brothers who are ready to cap the .-:" 
white devils ... " , '~I 

Shane Smith is a freelance writer who lives in Los 
Angeles. 

Da LenchMob; orblack gang members in 

MiIl;tllrFarad.!"~~ilIad:,Nati4)n of ISlam, professes that Master 
Muhammadw:asaprophet who taught the Nation of slam 

doctrine originallv to Elijah, Muhammad during the 1930's in 

,itiJllli,?~!,i~(4)l< ,"""'",', ,'/",' 
,1~5i~Y~~Jlfter~55:'N'\ltionofIslamprofesses,that 1555 was 
t!Ie\j<mil!ilingof W:hi!¢senslavingblacks in Nottl\ America and that 
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In the Land of the Blind 
Failing the Future: A Dean Looks at 
Higher Education 
by Annette Kolodny 
(Duke University Press, 1998. 298 pp. $24.95) 

REVIEW BY SANFORD PINSKER 

A nnette Kolodny served as dean of 
the College of Humanities at the 
University of Arizona between 

1988 and 1993. Her term was not, as they 
say, a walk in the park-neither for her 
(she brought an astonishing lack of experi­
ence to the task, never having even served 
as a department chair, much less as a uni­
versity administrator) nor for those who 
rightly resisted her efforts to carry out an 
agenda top-heavy with feminist activism 
and minority "inclusion." 

For decades, the financially plagued 
University of Arizona had given the humanities 
the short end of the budgetary stick, preferring to 
put their money into programs that state legisla­
tors smiled upon: science departments, agri-study, 
and certain professional schools. The humanities 
were, by contrast, a small-ticket item, and the 
powers that be were happy enough to have things 
remain as they were. Why Kolodny ever got the 
nod as dean is, then, something of a mystery. Not 
only was she a hard-bitten feminist in scholarship 
and activism (her 1975 study, "The Lay of the 
Land," is often cited as a "pioneering" work in 
feminist literary criticism), but she had also once 
been denied tenure at the University of New 
Hampshire, apparently because she was tough to 
get along with. 

Failing the Future is at once a detailed 
account of Kolodny's assorted crises as a dean and 
also a series of recommendations on how to tum 
public research universities into kinder, gentler 
places. Granted, management styles differ, but 
there is simply no way to separate the chapters in 
which Kolodny makes it clear what infuriated her 
as a dean and the chapters in which she recycles the 
antique rhetoric of participatory democracy into 
administrative Newspeak. Here, for example, is a 
sentence that fairly leaps off the book's second· 
page. The humanities are "vital and rigorous disci­
plines," Kolodny intones, and then goes on to 
explain why this is so: they are the "key to under­
standing the vast diversity of human culture over 

time and a tool for solving current social prob­
lems." I have no quarrel with adjectives such as 
vital and rigorous, but I find myself wondering just 
how easily they can be attached to most disciplines 
currently plying their wares as part of the humani­
ties; and by the time I get to the real business at 

hand-namely, Kolodny's sense 
of the humanities as a "tool for 
solving current social prob­
lems"-I know enough to slip 
on my hard hat. People who 
think of the humanities as a 
tool are very likely to be the 
same ones who tell you that 
"everything is political" or 
that demographics alone 
should determine what is 
taught and who should teach 
it. 

But Kolodny does­
n't try to hide where she 
stands on such matters. 
Here, for example, is what 
she observes about the 
additional three million 
students who are expected 
to enroll in the nation's 
colleges and universities 
between 1997 and 2013: 
"At the moment, more 
than one-third of stu­
dents in primary and sec­
ondary schools are 
minorities. and in 
Hawaii, California, New 
Mexico, Texas, Missis­
sippi, and the District of 
Columbia more than 
half of the students are 
members of a racial 
minority." Let us 
assume for the 

moment that Kolodny's figures are accu­
rate, and then go on to speculate about the conse­
quences for liberal learning that such bean-count­
ing implies. Does it mean, for example, that the 
classics no longer speak to the new constituencies 
crowding into higher education for the first time? 
Or that the pursuit of truth must be sidelined in 
favor of the truths of multiculturalism built on the 
premise that one idea is not better than another, 
but only different? Does it imply that that those 
who treat students as individl1als rather than as 
the sum of their 'identity parts (race, class, and 
gender) will have noplace in the balkanized acad­
emic world that Kolodny envisions? Absolutely. 
For while Dean Kolodny bemoans how number­
crunchers in the provost's office continually ask 
her to come up with plans for a "leaner, meaner" 
ad,ministration-more sections taught by fewer 
faculty, Annette, the activist, is not at all shy about 
using her numbers to browbeat any who raise 
objections to Women's Studies, Black Studies, 
Chicano Studies, Native American Studies, and 
dozens of other special interest studies programs 
waiting their turn in the wings. For her, those who 
are not an enthusiastic part of the diversity jugger­
naut are simply in the way. 

Kolodny also "unpacks" her justifications 
for protecting' (or is it "privileging"?) the new 
turns that scholarship is taking inside the human­
ites. Speaking at a 1991 meeting of the Modern 
Language Association, she gave academic free­
dom a whole new-and I think, dangerous-twist. 
After summoning up as many lurid cases as she 
could (feminist scholars who had their cars 
torched, or posters announcing their talks ripped 
down), Kolodny gets to what she sees as the nub 
of the matter-"the preservation of the, principle 
of academic freedom undiminished by bias, preju­
dice, or discomfort with difference." What could 
be more reasonable, or more attractive to some­
one who has always championed open classrooms, 
free-wheeling, no-holds barred discussions, and 
the liberties that John Stuart Mill associated with 
the marketplace of ideas? But these, alas, are not 
what Kolodny has in mind. Rather, she sees acad­
emic freedom as meaning receptivity to radical 
feminists and other new constituencies in the 'uni­
versity and sees the absence of such support as 

At>R1t1:99S 

"anti feminist intellectual harassment." 
Kolodny's own words on this matter show 

how scary it is when a tenured radical takes the 
next step and becomes a university dean: " ... 
while most teachers of literature nowadays would 
be quick to defend J.D. Salinger's controversial 
1951 work [The Catcher in the Rye] under the flag 
of academic freedom, far fewer professors (espe­
cially if they are untenured) would risk defending 
Rita Mae Brown's 1973 novel, Rubyfruit Jungle, 
with its exuberant and unapologetic lesbian narra­
tor. This is because the teaChing, research, and 
scholarly practices that, to date, have been tradi­
tionally protected by the concept of academic 
freedom-that is, the practices that make the con­
cept recognizable and constitute its meaning­
have largely been practices forged without the 
participation of women (especially feminists), 
African Americans, Asian Americans, Native 
Americans, Latinos, (open) lesbians and gays, or 
the disabled .... Having enjoyed no role in defin­
ing the concept of academic freedom, these 
groups~and their interests-are understood to be 
protected by it only insofar as their products and 
activities conform to the accepted products and 
activities'of the past." 

I have quoted her at length because I wish 
to avoid charges of intellectual harassment, either 
by paraphrasing or otherwise misrepresenting her 
argument. Even so, I suspect I am not entirely off 
the hook because what Kolodny's brand of intel­
lectual harassment really comes to is disagree­
ment-and here I have little choice but to plead 
guilty. Never mind that Kolodny mixes apples with 
oranges (one can be against banning books and 
still remained convinced that The Catcher in the 
Rye is a much richer literary work than is 
Rubyfruit lungle) or that her view of academic 
freedom is, at best, spongy, what makes the mind 
whirl is Kolodny's apparent conviction that 
advances in knowledge happen only when new 
constituencies elbow their way into formerly white 
male bastions and change the rules. Give people 
enough beatings or, in Kolodny's case, threaten 
them with enough lawsuits, and 2+2 turns out to 
be any number that the State (or politically correct 
commissars) wants. What Orwell recognized as 
the thumbprint of totalitarianism, Kolodny sees as 
the reality being social-constructed. 

Where the. politics of ideas is concerned, 
Kolodny is much longer on politics than on ideas. 
The real challenges of higher education, if I may 
be permitted to fall into a bit of deanspeak, have 
precious little to do with the holy trinity of race, 
ciass, and gender that Kolody repeats as if it were 
a sacred mantra. Rather, they have to do with why 
American students perform so badly in math and 
science when compared with their counterparts 
from other industrialized countries, and why their 
grasp of culture is, charitably put, sO tenuous. 

. There are delicious moments in Failing 
the Future when Kolodny's self-righteousness 
gives way to unintended contradictions. As a mid­
dle manager, for instance, she came up with plan 
after plan to reconfigure job descriptions and 
develop better teamwork-all to no avail. The 
provost, reflecting the counsel of his crisis man­
agement team, continued to demand that budget 
cuts be made. But what frustrated her most was 
"the duplicity of it all." A few pages later, howev­
er, Kolodny offers up this comment: "If logic and 
hard data failed me and I thought it would help, I 
teased, I cajoled, I flirted, I pouted." Apparently 
duplicity is okay in the service of higher gods. 

Ex-Dean Kolodny's recommendation for 
how to fix higher education is to agree with her. My 
own sense-and I speak as a professor in the trench­
es rather than as a dean-is that higher education 
badly needs a much clearer sense than we currently 
possess of what the goals of liberal learning are and 
how we can best go about achieving them. 
Kolodny's manifesto should be part of the discus­
sion, with this important caveat: those who raise 
objections to her ever-multiplying interdisciplinary 
studies programs deserve something better than the 
demonization that Failing the Future offers .,,' 1/'1. 
so generously and so unconvincingly. .~ 

,;y~ 
Sanford Pinsker teaches at Franklin and 
Marshall College. 

, , 



" 
I 

I 
I 
, 

I 

i, 
i, 
.' i: 
Ii 
! 

11 Ii 

If 
H 

,,:c ... _ .. ____________________________ _ 

f:£ETER'ffi)OXY 

Defending the West 
Who Killed Homer? The Demise of Classical 
Education and the Recovery of Greek 
Wisdom 
by Vlctor Davis Hanson and John Heath 
(The Free Press, 290 pp., $25.00) 

REVIEW BY BRUCE S. THORNTON 

O
nce the essence of Western education, 
the study of ancient Greek and Latin 
languages and civilization has fallen 

on hard times. The utilitarian bias of educa­
tion for most of this century meant that 
Homer and his brethren were considered 
increasingly useless for helping us fight both 
our political and economic rivals, let alone the 
more mundane task of preparing students for 
gainful employment. More recently, the rise of 
multiculturalism and its version of history as a 
therapeutic melodrama has cast the Greeks as 
the original Western villains, the first Dead 
White Males who tied the oppressed "other" 
on the railroad tracks of history. 

Attacked as Homer is from both the educrat­
ic right and the therapeutic left, his pulse is barely audi­
ble in higher education these days, let alone in the larg­
er culture. But Heath and Hanson's trenchant, funny, 
and impassioned analysis of Classics' decline, and their 
unabashed, stirring celebration of the values the 
Greeks created-values we Westerners today enjoy, 
and the rest of the world is desperate to adopt-per­
haps can begin to bring Homer back to life. 

You can tell that the language and culture of 
Ancient Greece is in sad shape when its caretakers can 
offer only Disney's fatuous Hercules and an awful 
made-far-television Odyssey as evidence for the 
Greeks' vitality. That's sort of like arguing that the 
Amos 'n' Andy Show was evidence of improving race 
reiations.Thereal truth, aSdocuiiientedbY Hanson 
and Heath, can perhaps be best appreciated with one 
stark statistic: "There are now five or six Classics pro­
fessors in the country for every senior Classics major, 
over thirty articles and books each year for every grad­
uating stUdent." 

This dearth of students at the same time that 
the profession has flourished suggests one reason for 
the decline-careerist professors were (and are) too 
busy running the academic cursus honorum to concern 
themselves with secondary and undergraduate educa­
tion, argue before the wider public for the importance 
and value of Classics, and write books that could make 
the case for Classics' relevance to modern American 
society. Most of what has been written represents acad­
eme at its worst-jargon-ridden and over-technical ugly 
prose that transforms the Greeks into the worst sort of 
pretentious bores. No wonder that most professional 
writing in Classics these days is read only by editors and 
reviewers and the stray graduate student looking to 
swell a dissertation footnote or two. 

Hanson and Heath document the awful irrel­
evance of much current classical scholarship with gen­
erous quotation from some of the worst offenders 
whose "language and tone are not merely embarrass­
ingly elitist; they are also absolutely fatal to creating 
any new interest in the Greeks themselves." 
Traditionalist pedants-"the self-proclaimed Old 
Guard of Classics [who] fiddled while Rome and 
Greece burned in their classrooms"-come in for some 
deserved licks, but it is the "postmodernists" and their 
political Tweedledees, the "race-and-gender" hacks, 
who get the worst scourging-as well they should. 
After all, traditionalists would be the first to admit that 
they are elitists whose esoteric researches should not be 
sullied by any contact with hoi polloi. But the PC crowd 
mask their own pursuit of privilege in a spurious con­
cern for liberating the "oppressed other," and in so 
doing traduce the Hellenic legacy that is the ultimate 
source for the ideals, like freedom and human rights, 
they take for granted in their own lives as well as pro­
fess. 

This rank hypocrisy is repeatedly exposed by 
Hanson and Heath, and linked to the academic 

. careerism that, pace some conservatives who see the 
specter of sixties radicals in every tenured postmod­
ernist, explains more than anything the decline in 
humanistic studies in higher education: "In the eighties, 

Classics (and, indeed, all of the academy) was reinvent­
ed as a place of reduced teaching loads, extended 
leaves, think-tank hopping, conferences, endowed 
chairs, grants, and petty power politic8-{)ften decorat­
ed with a patina of trendy leftist ideology or neocon­
servative scorn as the volatile financial situation and 
the funding source prompted." Worse than the 
hypocrisy, however, is the completely un-Hellenic 
behavior exhibited by the therapeutic poststructuralist: 
"How odd that so many of this last generation of acad­
emics adopted instead the ethics of the corporate state 
and created a careerism fatal to undergraduate teach­
ing and broad scholarship. In the process we lost both 
the student and the general reader, Homer'S only links 
to the world outside Classics." Why should anyone care 
about funding Classics when its own watchdogs had, as 
in Plato's metaphor, turned into wolves devouring their 
own flock, subsidized by release time and the NEH? 

Hanson and Heath, though, donljust provide 
an autopsy of Homer; they also write an encomium to 
the Greeks and what they bequeathed to Western civi­
lization and, indeed, to the world. In one of the best 
defenses of the West in a long time, their second chap­
ter, called "Thinking Like a Greek," clearly and force­
fully makes the case for the uniqueness of the Greeks 
and their priceless legacy via the West to humanity. 
They list seven innovative ideals unheard of anywhere 
else in the ancient Mediterranean: the acqUisition of 
knowledge remains independent of religious and polit­
ical authority; military power is controlled by civilian 
authority; government is constitutional and consensual 
rather than the private boondoggle of the great man or 
clan; religion is separated from and subordinated to 
political authority; the middling class, those neither rich 
nor destitute, forms the bulwark of society; private 
property is protected from government; and, most 
important, free dissent and open criticism are funda­
mental assumptions of political life. 

In addition to these innovations that initiated 
the long development of the political ideals we all enjoy 
today-not to mention the knowledge of the natural 
world that has created our material affluence-the 
Greeks' possessed a view of -human existence --as "tragic 
and ephemeral," in contrast to our misplaced therapeu­
tic imperative that makes subjective feeling and per­
sonal fulfillment the highest good. With our wild expec­
tations of what existence owes us, we are constantly 
chafing against the limits of our own material nature 
and of a society we suspect is unfairly hindering Our 
ascent into the nirvana of personal fulfillment, unal­
loyed happiness, and exalted self-esteem. No wonder 
we are so ready to hand over our autonomy to whatev­
er state functionary promises to make our infantile 
wishes fact. 

The Greeks knew better. Recognizing the 
absolute limits placed on human aspiration, especially 
the intractable disorder inherent in nature and in Our 
own passions, the Greeks understood that reason and 
culture have to provide the structure of limitations, 
everything from customs and laws to inhibitions and 
shame, that provides stability in a world of destructive 
forces both within humanity and without. They argued 
frequently over whether this structure could indeed 
succeed in creating order-<Jne thinks of Euripides' 
Phaedra answering Socrates' "virtue is knowledge" 
with her despairing cry, "I know the good, but can't 
bring it to completion"-but they never entertained 
our peculiar delusion that humans are basically good, 
nature benevolent, culture repressive, and eternal hap­
piness an entitlement. The Greeks' ability to face the 
truth of humanity's tragic condition "steadily and 
whole," as Matthew Arnold put it, in turn explains their 
insistence that "truth is a far more precious commodity 
than self-esteem," that word should match deed, and 
that "natural impulse unchecked by the constricting 
bridles of law, tradition, and civic order leads not (as is 
supposed) to liberation and self-fulfillment, but more 
likely to be a holocaust." 

The most important bit of Greek wisdom, 
however, and their most valuable legacy to us, is the 
tradition of critical consciousness they initiated. The 
willingness to question everything, to subject all ideas 
to critical scrutiny, to "examine" life as Socrates did, 
explains the peculiar dynamism of the West as well as 
.the marvelous literature of Ancient Greece, 
unmatched by any society contemporary with them; 
and perhaps unsurpassed by any society subsequent. 
Everything that characterizes the modern West, from 
material prosperity to the ideal of universal human 
rights, freedom, and democracy, is "merely a logical 
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cultural consequence of the Greeks' legacy of open 
inquiry, self-criticism, anti-aristocratic thought, free 
expression and commerce, and their faith in disinter­
ested reason and science, immune from the edicts of 
general, priest, and king." And every place in the world 
where this legacy has not been adopted presents us 
with the spectacle of oppression of the weak, starvation 
and squalor amidst abundant natural resources, misery 
and suffering from easily preventable diseases, and the 
tyranny of superstition, clan loyalties, and irrational 
customs. As Hanson and Heath put it, "When one truly 
rejects the West, corpses mount." As long as the world 
wants freedom and material abundance, as they surely 
do, as long as the "other" is risking his life to become 
"Western," we will need the Greeks and their legacy. 

Hanson and Heath's aCknowledgment of the 
West's unique value, however, does not come at the 
expense of recognizing its equally unique lethality: 
"The entire freight of Western civilization-constitu­
tional government, individual freedom, capitalism, 
Christianity-has spread through the blood and iron of 
Western infantry." The same dynamic critical con­
sciousness that created democracy and science resulted 
as well in a war-making efficiency unmatched by any 
other society. This remarkable efficiency at killing has 
resulted in misery and suffering for those peoples 
unfortunate enough to be in the West's way. But killing 
our fellows f6f gain or sport is a constant in human his­
tory; only the Greeks had as well "the institutionalized 
questioning of aims and procedures" that could ques­
tion such killing. Cortes and his Spaniards were more 
efficient at violence than were the Aztecs, but their 
willingness to kill arose from the same human evil. 
What the Aztecs didn't have was a Bartolome de las 
Casas or an Antonio de Montesinos or a Pedro de 
Cieza de Le6n who defended their culture's victims on 
the basis of a humanity that transcended race or clan. 

What Hanson and Heath call "the Beast"­
the racism, sexism, slavery, and exploitation. that the 
multiculturalists tell us are the unique cargo of Western 
civilization-is of course lurking in every human cul­
ture and society past and present. What is unique to the 
Greeks and their heirs is tnerecogriitiOntn,,:t the Beast 
is a Beast, and only the West has created the ideals and 
values that perhaps could "awe the Beast," as Emerson 
put it, even if we will never kill it. That is what makes 
the classical legacy so important, and its demise such a 
catastrophe-"The death of Homer means an erasure 
of an entire way of looking at the world, a way diamet­
rically opposite to the new gods that now drive 
America: therapeutics, moral relativism, blind alle­
giance to progress, and the glorification of material cul­
ture." Without that tradition of humane critical con­
sciousness, where will our public culture find a coun­
terforce to the merely material motives, the petty 
desire for pelf and gratified appetite, that increasingly 
drive our society? 

That the larger society should look askance at 
the study of Ancient Greece and Rome is not surpris­
ing. As Hanson and Heath show, Classics has always 
had to answer the charge of elitist irrelevance. But 
always in the past new champions would spring up to 
defend Homer. These days we face the shameful spec­
tacle of the caretakers themselves, like Ephialtes at 
Thermopylae, betraying Homer to the utilitarian 
enemy. The greater irony is that at this moment in his­
tory when the ideals of freedom and democracy and 
human rights, all invented by the Greeks, represent the 
best It.?pe humanity has for liberating itself from the 
tyranny of the thug and the natural world alike, fat-cat 
professors in America are lining up to plunge a spear in 
Homer's dying body. And for what? "Short -term gain, 
a few paltry offices and titles, some small sense of self­
importance, the pathetic smugness of belonging to the 
latest esoteric sect, a bit of money-all the usual com­
panions of sloth, greed, and arrogance." 

Who Killed Homer? belongs on the shelf with 
John Ellis's Literatures Lost. Together these books doc­
ument the university's shameful destruction of the 
West's legacy; both argue eloquently as well for the 
unique value of the Western tradition, and both 
demonstrate in their clear prose and broad learning the 
passion for ideas and literature increasingly rare in the 
vocational factories that these days pass for universi­
ties. One can only hope that the body around '4.~'!. 
which Hanson and Heath battle has a few'" 
breaths left. '/)1 

Bruce S. Thornton is the author of Eros: The Myth of 
Ancient Greek Sexuality. 
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STRANGER HAN A T 

Housewife Arrested Under New Code of Civil Conduct 

R. ita Cortese, a thirty-six-year-old 
. mother of two pre-schoolers, 

goes on trial tomorrow, the first 
person charged under the recently 
enacted Federal Code of Civil 
Conduct (FCCC). Mrs. Cortese 
maintains her innocence and 
says she is looking forward to 
being completely vindicated. 

Mrs. Cortese was arrested on 
June 13 at Goodkind's Groceries in 
Mylde Manors, a quiet neighbor­
hood in Queens, New York, after 
she was observed speaking loudly to 
Gladys Pushin, an elderly woman, at 
the checkout counter. Witnesses told 
police that while Mrs. Cortese was 
unloading her shopping cart, Mrs. 
Pushin arrived carrying two cans of 
cat food and elbowed her way to the 
front of the line. They said Mrs. 
Cortese shrugged and let her go, but 
then, when Mrs. Pushin's husband 
began passing more items to his wife 
from behind Mrs. Cortese, she 
spoke up. She told Mr. Push in that 
while she didn't like the way his wife 
had cut in front of her, she had not 
wanted to object, as her own elderly mother 
did such things, and she had felt some sympa­
thy for his wife. She explained that his arrival 
with a cartful of groceries had changed the 
entire situation and said she was sorry, but she 
could riot allow them to shove her aside this 
way because she had to finish quickly and pick 
up her children, whom she had left in the care 
of a neighbor. 

Witnesses disagree as to what hap­
pened next. Several of them said that Mr. 
Pushin chastised Mrs. Cortese for leaving her 
children and that Mrs. Cortese replied, 
"Excuse me, but that is none of your business." 
Others say they did not hear her say "excuse 
me." By all accounts, she did not raise her voice 
until Mrs. Pushin said, "When I was a young 
mother we stayed at home with our children 
and they didn't all become drug addicts." Then, 
witnesses agree, Mrs. Cortese said, "You're a 
meddlesome, obnoxious old woman. Pay for 
your damned cat food and get out of my way." 
At that point, the cashier summoned the store's 
etiquette custodian who called the police. 

When the tape from the etiquette cus­
todian's voice analyzer showed that Mrs. 
Cortese had exceeded the civility limit by .4 
decibels, she was arrested and charged with two 
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counts of creating a hostile environment in a 
public accommodation, two counts of elder 
abuse and one count of compromising the 
value of a minority-owned property. 
(Goodkind's is owned by a consortium of 
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minority businessmen who acquired it as part 
of last year's Inner City Supermarket settle­
ment.) 

While creating a hostile atmosphere in 
a public accommodation carries a mandatory 
sentence of six years in jail followed by two 
years of weekly sensitivity classes, the charge of 
elder abuse is much more serious, carrying a 
sixteen-year sentence on each charge. Mrs. 
Cortese has so far refused an offer to have the 
charge of compromising the value of a minori­
ty-owned property dropped in exchange for a 
public apology and the funding of a scholarship 
for minority children. If she is convicted of this 
offense, she will face an additional twelve years 
in prison. 

The Federal Code of Civil Conduct was 
passed when Congress, heartened by the .023 
percent drop in traffic fatalities following pas­
sage of the Federal Road Rage Act, responded 
to President Clinton's announcement of a new 
initiative to rid the United States of criminal 
behavior stemming from a bad attitude. 

(The Road Rage Act survived an 
almost immediate First Amendment challenge 
when Louis Angerman petitioned the Supreme 
Court to overturn his aggressive driving convic­
tion, arguing that aggressive driving is a natur-

al form of free expression for a person with an 
aggressive temperament and that it is therefore 
protected by the First Amendment. In the 
majority opinion of Angerman v. California, 
Justice Arthur Buffone wrote, "Mr. 

Angerman's argument that the First 
Amendment allows him to give free 
rein to the aggressive side of his 
nature is no more persuasive than 
would be an argument from a racist 
that his use of the word 'nigger' 
should be allowed because it is nat­
ural for him to think in those terms. 
Aggressive driving can be construed 
as a form of hate crime. Hate crimes 
can be prosecuted without violence 
to the First Amendment because, 
while it is the element of expression 
that turns an ordinary crime into a 
hate crime, that expression is merely 
the outward, audible symbol of an 
underlying attitude toward the vic­
tim without which the crime would 
never have been committed." Last 
year, in Karvil v. The Conservative 
Cartoonist, this court established 
unequivocally that the principle that 
free expression may be curtailed 
under certain circumstances without 

violence to the First Amendment. Mr. 
Angerman's conviction for aggressive driving 
must stand because aggressive driving is by def­
inition the concrete expression of a particular, 
unacceptable, dangerous attitude without 
which there would be fewer accidents.") 

While the Federal Code of Civil 
Conduct has not yet gained universal accep­
tance, the President feels that once people see 
the anticipated reduction in the number of 
unpremeditated felonies they will support it. 

The FCCC went into effect at midnight 
on June 12, the fifth anniversary of the New 
York BMT Subway Massacre, in which twenty­
five subway passengers were deliberately cont­
aminated with leprosy by a homeless man who 
lost his temper when he was asked to step in 
and not block the doorway. The homeless man, 
whose name was withheld under provisions of 
the Americans with Contagious Diseases Act 
(ACDA), was sentenced to six months of reha­
bilitative civility therapy. 

If Mrs. Cortese is acquitted, she may 
still have to stand trial for attempted diminu­
tion of Mrs. Pushin's self-esteem under Section 
8 of the Vintage Americans Conservation Act 
(VACA) for having called a matriarch ~~ 
"an old woman." .,~ 
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