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ARTICLES anc ANIMADVERSIONS on POLITICAL CORRECTNESS Dmm OTHER FOLLIES

OMRADE CHAPLIN

cording to Hollywood legend, Charlie Chaplin was  director of Will Rogers” films and publisher of a smiall literary maga-
tot omly the screen’s great comic genins, but alsoa pre-  zine, Beverly Hills Script. Wagner gave Chaplin a copy of Upton
enature victim of blacklist-era anti-Communism, perse-  Sinclair’s The Jungle 1o raise his consciousness about the depreda-
cuted by the Justice Department and eventuslly  fions of capitalism and managed his pl.:lblli: refations during World

his fireplace, presomably plotting the Laille
Tramp’s downfall. Actuslly, the FBI chief
had relatively litile o do with Chaplin's

problems, and Anenborough would have :

se:i"ﬂ:d the truth far better if he had shown

Joseph Stalin at the Kremlia Wall brooding 1

over the film star's usefulness. For Charlie

Chaplin® story demonstrated nothing if not 2 3

the tenacity of the Communist movement

when it eame to exploiting its celebrily .3

sympathizers,

A child of the south London shuns, %
Charlie ‘Chaplin went to work as a clog

dancer im the music halls at the age of mne.
While touring Asmerica with a troupe called
Karnos Komics, ke came to the attention

of Mack Sennetl, joining Senmeits

Keystone studio in late 1913, His Little
Tramp characier was a phenomenal suc-
cess, and in 1916 he signad with the Mutual
Film Company for 3670000, With the pos-
sible. excoption of sieel magnate Charles
Schwab, Chaplin was the highest paid indi-
vidual in the United States and the first
movie star with an international fellowing,

unded out of Amsrnca, Rlcha.rd Atlanbnmugh% War I, when Chaplin’s refisal to serve in uniform threatened his

recent bio-pic, Chaplin, actually includss a
shot of 1. Edgar Hoover standing im frontof

carcer. In 1919, Wagner imtroducad him to
the charismatic Max Eastman, editor of The
Mazzes and a Sovict sympathizer, who was
i LA, to deliver a lecture endtled “Hands
Off Russia!” Chaplin became close to
Eastman, and fell n fove with Eastman'’s
lover, Florence Deshon. (The Sinead
O'Connor of her day, Deshon had derailed
a promising fitlm career when she refused to
stand for the playing of the national agthem
at the premner of her silent fGim, Jaffrey.)
In eary 1922, Deshon committed
suicide and Eastman went abroad for a long
stay in the Soviet Unlon, Chaplin's aciivism
contintied for a while after his departure.
He held a fund-raising party at his studio
| for U5, Communizt boss William 2. Foster
- and reportedly gave $1,000—a large sum at
_ the time—to the Party. A few weeks later, in
- Januwary 1923, rwo Chaplin comedics were
screened in the Soviel Unmion, the first time
any of his Abns had been shown there.
. Nikolai Ledbedev, the Pravdg reviewer,
: wrote: “Chaplin is an old member of the
Sacialist Party of Ameries. According (o
the lafest information he has joined the
American Communists,” Ledbedév went

Having had first-hand experience of hunger aml hamg seen  onto ]DI'LE-' that &s snon as the Scoviet Union had established its own
the impersonal face of charity under the English Poor Laws, Chaplin  “laugh factory” it would became necessary to consider “a swift trans-
was drawn 1o socialist ideas. One of his fist friends in Hollywood was  fex, as a point of party discipline, of Comrade Chaplin from America
freelance writer and Socialist Party organizer Rob Wagner, later 2 to the [USSR]”

Coniinted on pags 10

HOOKED ON INSTITUTIONAL RACISM

THE NUTTY PROFESSOR

By David Horowitz

am writing this essay sitting beside an

anonymons white male that 1 leng to

murder.” When I read this sentence, [
Eound myself looking around the room nervous-
Iy, Was thers someone hiding with & weapon?
Was this sentiment aimed at me? Such paranoa
might be occasionsd by the opeping of a new
novel by Brett Easton Fllis, which this sentence
resernbles. But what T am reading is actoally not
fictional at all, but an essay by bell hooks (the
lower case affectation is hers), a writer of wide-
ranging influence in the university culture.
Previously on the faculty of Yale, books is cur-
rently the Distinguished Professor of English at
City College n New York, where there must be
many nervous white males. Her recent collection
of academic cssays, Killing Rage, is one of eight

similar diatribes that make vp the ceuvee of a
writer whom the New York Review of Booly
recently described as “the most prominent expo-
nent of black ferminism™ in America,

The actual proviocstion for hooks' homicids urps
turns oot 1o he nothing more than 2 kst =eat in firs class
{now psmumed [0 be one of the perks for Distinpuished
Professors) on & commercial sifine fight. hooks tells how
she had seated bersaif alongside a fenle friend, who is 2ko
black bat ideatified only as "E.* (Could this be a poofy Lit-
eeary alhusion W Kadkas THat?) No sooner ars hooks and
her friznd seided, however, than & woice over the planes
apeaker system miks K to the froot of the cebin whens her
ket & mspected, and it is determined that she does not
actually have a legitimale claim to the seat. This mishap is
the result apparently of a Ealrlt}'upgada, which it ia to Jate
to carpect, AL this time, K & also introduced 10 the Hony-
mous white male of hooks” murderots intention, who &

Continwed on page 12
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Status Quota
Ad nalock amalyst, the daily struggie 1 shsorh, sift throogh, and
utthne infommetion to my clents’ profit cap be intense. There
|ust isn 't ptech fime for infarmeation thar does not have deep and
immedisic bearing an the financied forecs thet dictats the
hature. Az a resalt of the deluge of infarmation that = pradsbiz,
Tt mit by any mveans enkformly useful, T regret toaay that [ was
actually considecing letting oy sabscoption with you lepss.
Yoer February isue, including the article oo the San Francisno
Fire Depariment, chanped my mind.

Mo matler who we are, we all must kesp perspective
A migsd focnsed foo narmowly o0 the ominions of Wall Sireet
analyits {many of whom, so douty, have hidden axes to grind)
may be a2 risk of losiag ils perspective. | am made moge awere
of tha PC farees throagh your insighiful weook; these are forces
thai make corporate America less musculas, less ellcient, less
profitabls than it cosld be, just 25 they bave translimmed San
Francizeos Fire Deparkment info but a shadow of 5 lomesr
self, Malticwbturalty matmated quotas, burdensome codes of
conduet designed around chip-on-the-shoulder parznoiz, cavi-
roamendal cverboardism, thess may be among the worst ane-
micsof Amerig’s corpornie growih; vet they ere beslly af work
bodh withia corporations thenselves and = the caliure wherin
cowparations are coneefred and sorive i foungh

Yes, [ alneoss foll cat of towek, but now § Bave seen
the error of my ways, Please accept the enclosed chedk in reham
for another vaar of Hererodoury!

Mome Rishop

Black Racism
G Kmaper's aicle on the linle-discussed phensmeson of
tlack hate crames was might on the money Black-on-white
crimes gre ot the only “derty little secret” bemg covered wp.
Sheeily afier my Feboaary msue of Heserodouy armved in the
mail [ read in fhe local pewspaper that 8 25-year old Camp
Pendleton Manine shot two supanior oficens, kilkng onz, with
ihe words “This is for the brotherbined amd the brown side.”
Aftorwards e reportedly vowed that “the kilfing woeld comin-
ue el people of solor are relensed from prison”™ The killer
wing 1 wtive of Guam; his victims were white, San Dige Urion-
Trabuame, March &, 1558, & B-1,

The: beadlmz on the news story Bendly repored
“Marme May Face Penalty of Death.” Can voo mmngian the

ractal seasans? Coapramslations foe aking on this (%00 subject
Mark 5, Prlfiom

Som Deg, CA

Olfactory Correctoess

In "Olfaceory Corectmess™ Heterodoxy, Movember, 1995
Jamtes Boward derisreely dendes the soientific existerss of mulk
tiphs chemnicak sersttmity {(MOCS) end sarcastically cheracterizes
MCS patienls ss “hysteriesl” ordelosional." Wit ace the Refs?

The profesaontl Berature of the sl Isenty pean
shews MCS to be a eulizverem discrder cassed by 0 intoler:
noe 0 environmenlal chemicals il can sdversely affect pac-
ticglly svery organ and spatem in the body, &, brain, inmeung,
resgisalory, pastroiniestingl, et and, if unchecked , cast Jaad o
lisue damage and sereous iBnesses, Some 15 penent of the pop-
ulation, 38 milfion people, suffer some depree of MCS and 2a
many a8 § melion heve digabing, sometimes Hie-threstesing
dieazes.

Coatrary 9 Mo Bovards costention, most MCS
patfents are phsdeafly well and free froom psychiairic ilness
price to being expased (v chemicsl gubstances. Paychologival
sympeoms aseally develop efer such sxpesere and wesull bath
frm the nearcoovic dagmage ta the brain as well & form nal
hebag able to comifnoe Fviag and wokieg 1 their voal erv-
Teemeni, b, Bving e bees fomed upside dosn,

I udr, Bovesd hod reviewed ol of the scizatific Her
slure, instead of quoting a few biased or optdated sooroes soch
a5 the position of the American Medial Assocation neary 15
years apa, he would sorely heve reached conclusion: very dif-
ferent from those in his "Ofsctory Correciness” artice, In B
neeg 1o the malliom of Edividuak who safier o 805, M
Boward might eonsicer writing anathes artiel oo WMES afrer he

Fditors
Peter Collier |
Dravid Hovowile

Lirerary
Edieor
John Elis

resd sl leart geverzl recant seientfe conimbubions, eg.

Askiord & Miller, Chesrical Exporares Low' Levels and Hiph

Sigker; National Research Councd, Muiple Chemicsl
Senpiriiner; and Rea, Chemival Sensitivitg Vol F 5, &3

Deaie! Brown

Green Fadley AZ

PC Water Boy
Ohccasiomally | read yoar paper just o see how the cubtarsl
Fight operstes at its woeet, end in that sespact you never fafd 1o
entertain me. However, John EES' recent review of Joba
Wilioa's The Myth of Pelibesl Corvectnes & 5o frudulent 2
perfcomasce, sven (e Meterodoxy, that | thought it might ke
wirth irying to imfarm your reqders chet Wilsans boak is acke-
ally quite velizabds for anpors concemued with politca! conloo-
versies in 11, 5. higher edication.

According to Ells, Wikons book smply denes the
exiztomes of left-wing PC 1 America teiversitiss, and atiry
ez [he FC pheacaenon to @ “right-wing conspicsey.” Neither
claim i brue. Wison does document @ widespread campaign of
Iymg and disinformation oo the Right, bet that's not the cme
thing as saying that PC was cooked wp by evil scientists in Dfn
Foundatica labaratories. And Wilse does tiy to eaplabe—and,
wroally, to deferd—a wide variety of lefet aod Bberad positioes
on mztters ke sexmad kapssasent, cerricolar reform, and f2mi-
it scholarship, You'd never know (het from madmg Ells®
reviaw, Ehnigh, hecauss even thoogh Wilkon covers domens of
speciiie debaies, Elfs mentions cac and only ooz enea of co-
troversy-~ais own ped obsesgon, affinmativs scticn sf Berkeley.

Tt trwes Bt Wilson occassonally trics to defend posi-
thons ofs the left It | {ard many others) Gnd indefenstile. Bat
whats so extracrdinarity compelling about Wibson's book is hs
research into anderreported incidents of ight-wing infimids-
ton: apd coerciom pn canvpas, magng from the broafites of
gay-vathing mnd macist viotence to the decfarstion by edocattan.
al fescwts liks John Siber thet scme areas of conlemporary
research ars off Emels al Boston University (how thats fora
comemitment to free speech ). Unbess your readers sre like poer
Meamcial Backers in that they kave too siendards for pofiticsl
fresedom (ledwing iniimidation is the wark of the Greal Salas,
righst-weing intinhication s the work of Tod), 1 ihink they'd be
exipzmely inberested in reading Wilson's book For fhemeshes,

Baal 1 knowy that right-wing wiokence and mizcondis

headline if 7 white Marine shot und killed a black officer for | Are #0} gtahg b bereposted. fuithtully by Heterodory aoy mare

then hoy would] bo by Der Stirmersascardingly, | dont exped
that Ellg weuld be se honest = 1o ackavwledes this spect of
Wiksoa's book, Isdeed, Tm sume that Ellis was assigned o
review the book precisely bacawse he's one of the most rabad of
Heterodmey s stuble of 2iteck dogs. 1 de Gnd it worth commen,
however, that Ells calls Wilson's book “grossly ineompeteat. ™
Tha's a fummy phrase, coming from Elfs. [n & recent issue of the
MAS journsl, Acodemic Quessions, Ellis inadvertently betraved
the fact that he d&dl not ke of eny fominist scholar who b
pablicly disagreed with asti potnography advoeste Catharie
M ecBinnos. There are Herally ndeeds of such scholars, and
ripane wha doesn’t know it is vinply seo Igaorcast b repeort roli
zbly o cocteanpocary femindens. Bul femnism i nof the anky
Ered i whieh Eiliz has shewn bragedf to be an onmvs of the
first water, Tn the course of chaleapiag the compstence of
Wilson's book, for instance, be refers repcatedly to Martin Jay,
whi be calls 3 foomdmg member of Teschers fora Demeeratic
Culesre. He's cleary thinking of Gregory ey, who's uanelatzd
tor Mbaarti Greg Tay teaches w another Bekd, at asothér schoal
oty dhoeresand e ey from Martin, But if you don't kaow
thet, your can a2 leass distingish Ute o Jays on the grotnds
iheant by Braves different Tirs] mammes,

This wensdd e irvial eacigh sncep for the (31 that
il dznomarias who made the mistaks is also the ipnoramus who
acoeies [obn Wikson ol incompeatenss (Wilsons bouk, by con-
trash, comlaims mol o snple error of s kind). B | fnd thn
kel o glitch m almost svery issue of Haterodory, slmest slons
ampag right-wing tablowds, Hererodacy engages in vilugerative
i Foranem sitacks even when it's not sare which Boesiinew ifs
suppesed 1o be aftacking, | fally cxpeoted Hemrodity i Be
abowl the cocients of Wilkant book, buf | honesdy d5dm)
eapagt (hat pomecns 50 grosly mept a¢ Jobn EBis sould net-

Krafl Are Dirgcror
Wrirer JP Duberg
K.L. Billingsley

Inguiries: 8(1)-752-6562

ally have the gall 1o challenge the book's Tachuad accoracy [
guess that's why Hererpdozy is so moch fen mo read—oand 1t
one reason why my colleapaes and T heve come to think of it as
evidence of fhe new “rompassionsde” conservetism: & kind of
privately-subsidined st home, a shehter for the intelleciually
ncoenpaLent,
Thanks, And keep up the good work!
Profersor Michael Berube
e, fL

Jobn EMis Replios Mr. Bérubé charpes that [z ahows Jobn K.
Witson's book when [ say be stinibaies (he PC phemomencs to
& right wing cosspiracy, Heve are Wilion's owe wards; “The
mivth of pelities! correctness 15 o powsrbod conspiracy theoey
created by conservatives and e medis whe have manipalated
tesembment againut keflist radeals mto & backlash against the
fictin sl roonster of political correcines: ™ Wha is bving !

M Bérub€ saya that | wrode, ignorandly, thal no fon-
inist has eriticizad MacKnnon: Wrong agsin: 1 winde abodt one
of the sigterhood whe wanted 10 disown MacKinnon by denying
thest she Bad aoy setous infloencs emong femvisists, The isoe in
what | wrote m Academic Creestions wis ot whether any fen-
inlets erisicire MacKinnon, ut the revere: whether any lisen
b0 her.

Mr. Bérohé clagms tp be endertnined, bug ks Jenes
showe atherwie: cleasdy, we have upset him 5o much that be has
st comtral. Hoo glse eonid be loudly demand honesty evem as
e demles e cxnral thests of Wikon's bookT O issist on fac-
tual soeurzcy while misquoding my teut (he gats wrong both of
the: only two phrases that he plices m quaotstion merks, inclad-
ing, thar “furmy phras2 comdng from EM8™} snd cluiming I men-
Trom “oae amd enly one sren of combrozrsy” when o fao I men-
thom thres’ Or forget thad you can’t wax ndigesnt shom “viry.
perative ad hominem ettacks™ and at the same tima peppar
your own remarks ath wards like “rahid,” “=tack dogs" snd
“gneramus™? Or meke the deaperats and lopically impossible
dim ihat Wikaa's book contaies no erroes [how could that
evir b kmown) white ducking my Gactusl demonstration that
Wikeam gats the evenss of Berkeley hopelessly woong?

Whal ks o upset Me Bénsbé? Had he been mace
candid bl ks pesscead stake m the boak, the raader would
already know. For Me. Bémibs has a glowing recommendation
o the booky cover "This B an owigmal, chiscerming, and
exiremely imporkang book™ Now Mr, Bérube has egg on his
face, because moviewens olber lhan moyseli have wsed plirges
much a3 “a worthiess book.™ “preposterngs thesis,™ ar shallow
and ineflzctive eucleawar™ >~

Me. Brubé does Wiksom no Eevor in chasmng theat the
book is "extraordmanly compedilng™ in shoring exlensive ight
wing PO on compas. To believe (hat, you mus! alo bebove that
the seale of corservarive presence and inflasnce on cwpus, iF
et &qual o that of k8t snd [Fheral infiuence, 2t lsast epproack-
25 0. And i pou belisyve thal, you can belive snything. (As
nnather reviewer hes elezady shown, Wikson hes o troll small
fousth-er campuses te fnd his examples )

Brut the desper reason for Mr, Bérube's unbappines
is probably this a8 1 previowdy soppested, Wikon i 6o ambs-
toas yousg man who bes seen 8 eareer opporienity io canying
ovater fer the PC extabBshenert. This kazardous rofe theusts o
oo the foat fne a voung petson sol vl well-equipped for the
tagk while geserals rest safely away from the frig Mr. Bérubd,
Lo, bes choses to build his career by ingratiating himself with
ibe FC establzhment And now B2, o9, hes Bad to leam
through the fate of Wikoa's book and bis complicity in how
badly thimps can go for young peopde who made this il advisd
CErEET chip.

Cm ome paint Tindeed apdded. is my last pamgraph
only (mat “repeatediy”) 1 absent-mindadly woote the fist nams
of my Universify of California colenguz Martia Tay, where [
ibwionsky meant Grepory Jav, 1 humbly beg Martin Jay's for-
grvemeas for thas usttendad calomny, M Bénube surely can-
ool Beleve, bowerer that 1 de mot know the differencs
Pelwern 3 colleagie v my dwn imiversity and the mes whoss
lafest anlics we chronicled just = few momtbs ago i Devid
Mittrey's “Cireat Boaks Triomph in Bees Cily" (Heterodozy,
Saphember 995,

Tilustrator Ciroefarion
Carl Moore Manoger
Bruee Donaldson
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EDITORIAL STATEMENTS. eftc.

REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM

HOW WE DIDNT GET TO MARS: In the cou-
ple of months since we published "Lost in Space,”
thers has been more weird science &t the Jel
Propulsion Laboratory, Americas premisr venue
for space exploration. The bibliography of sug-
gested reading has ¢ven more feminist agit-prop
sipce Lloyd Bilkngsley wrote the story. Recently,
staging & science worksbop for teachers of mited
studenis, lab chieftsing brooght in an “art thera-
pist™ who played Nute while a former JPL mission
plannar banged 0a & bongo dram. Teachers were
told to breathe deeply becauss “this isn't abont
thinking.™ Then they were piven eravons and told
to draw a circle and color in “planet me.”

EI¥WING ON IN INFAMY: The spirt of the
recent Epola Gay-Smithsonian episode fives in a
pew afforl W0 commemorate the cemps used to
relocate Japanese-Americens from wesl coast
areas during WWIL Cafifornia Damocrat

More's lawyer argiad that the elosing of the cam-
pus would bave a “chilling effect™ on education,

OH PC WHERE 5 THY STING: The wasp has
been the mascot of Emory and Henry Collepe in
Virginig simee 1921, Bot oow members of the
schools African-American Sociaty feel gtung that
the name is not inglusive enough, Worse yer, the
swift, menacing insect bas éven been mistaken for
WASE, the scronytn for thase awbul white Anglo-
Saxon Protesiants, a group that has been extine
for somne M) years, Sugeestions for elternative,
melnzive mascols include The Swarm and, ia a
colorired version, The Golden Swarm. When one
stdent took a lighter to a bandbill ealling for the
change, black sophomore Reggie Williams com-
pared it 10 a crots-burning. Wo word from Peoaple
for the Bthical Treatment of Animals on the pro-
priety of & name change.

thiz interpretation was highly debotable. Schroder
states, “Alnost every mamber of tha Seaate talks
asbout Seaate matters to the student newspaper,
st 23y {hat ooly the president can speak for the
Senate in an official capacity is absurd, . . . H the
Albion Seoate Congtitution prohibited us from
speaking sbout Senate matters. it would be a
direct viclation of the First Amendmeot,” As for
the letterhead, a local newspaper called "The
Homer [ndex” criticized the Senate's interpreta-
tion of the title. The Homer Tndex wos nne of sov-
eral newspapers that received Ms. Johnsons press
refease, A recent Index ediorial stated: Mo rep-
utable journalist would think for a mmate that a
press release with the Michipan Senate [for sxam-
pie] on the op and the name of & specific Seaator
underneath it represents the cotire membership
of the organization.” Next, several radical organi-
zations, ingluding a gay rights group called

"Break the Silence,” demanded that the

Robert Matsui and Republican Jerry
Lewis have sponsored an effort 1o make

| LUNA BEACH By Carl Moore

the Manzanar camp part of {he Natonal
Park Service. A 1973 plague at the
Manzanar calls i1 the first of 10 American
“concentration camps" whick were the
regult of “hysieria, ractsm, snd economic
gxploilation.” Keo Masugl, a former
EEOC offictal whose parents spent time in
& camp, and whe opposed the 1988 repara-
tions bill, notes that the 150,000 lapanese
Americans in Hawaii, like those living in
the cast, were not subjected (o fhe reloca
bien and says that “the symrmetry argu-
ment® with Mex and fascist Japanese con-
cegtraton camps is “just prepesterops.”
Vietims of the Japanese sgree. 1 don'
think ‘¢oncentration camp’ s in the same
lighe," sald EKptherine Hoskins, an
Amserican civilian who with 17 members of
her family survived three years in a
Japanese prison  camp i Manila
“Starvalion was a big part of it, degrada-
tion, Jiving in a crewded situssion with the
barest of necessities,” she sabd, “Tt was fear
from ddaw 1o day. The Japanase threatened
arhitrary killings if anyons tried to escape
and four men were taken out and behend-
ed for communicaiing with outsiders, ™
Wothing guite that strict happenad
at Manzanar, where ope 19-yearold
Mexlcan-American famously hid out to
ezeape the draft by faking a Japaness iden-

private e-mail files of the Alhion Colleps
Republicans be opened. The CRs had a
private e-mail bulletin board, mcluding
gensitive material and letters sent to them
from other people. Albion Colle pe officials
responded by making the CR file public,
withoui making asy of the other student
groups' private e-mail files public. Even
mors [orbidding, Albion CRs wers ot
notified that the files were made publc.
"“We found out #bout our files being pulbdic
by the activities of some oppasifion organi-
zations,” savs Johoson. " Students on cam-
pos were being asked to sign petitions to
irmpaach ws, the petition filers were show-
Ing stadents our private e-mail messages as
examples of how ‘bad’ the CRs were, the
eollege didn't even have the dezéncy to
Caotity us." Adter this, “Brezk the Sileore™
filed charpes against Johnson and
Schroder with the loval and campus police,
claiming that the press release constituiad
a “hate erime.” (M Jehnson iz found puilty,
by the police or the college, she will lose
her scholamship and be onable o atiend
Albion.) On Monday, April 1st, the Albion
Collage Student Scoate held an impooch-
ment hearmg, Mon-students were banped
from talking at the meeling, am action
raken in responss to the TUMETOUs Sorser-
vativis from outside the school that came
o iupport the two CH2 A Stale
Representative who atrended the mesting

tity. The relocation camps were a prim
mwment in our history, bt they were not moally
eqiivalent to what teok place m the lund of the
encny. Chuck Helden, who spent mors than
three years in varions fapanese lsbor camps and
survived transport om a “hell ship™ o Osaka,
points out: “They [the relocated Japanese-
Americans]| were alive when the war was over.
W lost many of our people who were in Japanese

CAMpE

NGO MO* BEYYER SEX: Twenty years after ifs
founding by 60s refugee Victor Baranco, and 17
years affer the state of California astharmzed the
school to grant PhDs in “sengnality” and
“lifestyles,” the “Colone] Sandars of commanes,™
Mors University in the Bast Bay city of Lafayette,
has finally lost its approved status. {Ses
"Umiverzity of Sex,” Heterodoxy, March 1994.)
The T6-gcre ramshackle campus of purple build-
ings has offered such courges ps “Basie Hexing,”
“Expansion of Sexpal Potential” and "A
Wieekend With Vie.” BEquipment for ope class list-
ed: “A mirrer, a towel, and all body parts.” Lorals
have dubbed the place, which was born daring the
rebgn of Jermy “Governor Moonbeamn™ Brown,
“the academy of camnal koowledge® and “Fock
" A sign at the gate warned that “Only
Cowards Commit Suicide Slowly.™ In 1985,
inspectors found that Mores only library was a
enllection of videos and that the centerpices of
their videao studio was a gynecological table. More
has been fighting off a new mspection since 1589,
when the state called for wugher standards

PERFIDIOUS ALBIOMN: The President and
Vice-President of the Albion College
Repoblicans, Jeff Schroder and Corione Tohmaon,
were elected members of their student Sensie
who had been the constant vocal opposition of
the liberal activities of the student Senste since
the beginning of the school year Johnson alse
served as 2 member of the Student Affairs
Committes of the Senate. Recently, o gey orpani-
ration on campus proposed 8 resclution that the
student Seaate support the recent efforts to legal-
e gay marriage in Hawaii The Stndent Affmre
conmities voted this resolution dewa foor to
three. Jolinson then sent oot a prese releace, with
the help of Schroder, claimdng that Alblon
Students =aid “no™ to gay marriages. (Given that
this subset of the student Seante did vole down
the progosition, both Schroder and Johnson
believed, as representatives of the school, they
had a right to send the releage. The release had at
its top the title "Student Affsis” with the name
“Corinne Johnson, commitiee member'™ ag & con-
tact. Once the student senate foond out about ithe
press relesce, however, liberal Sepate membess
filed impeachment papers against Schroder and
Johnson The studemt Senate cited the twa for
breacking the copstitution, the iheral members of
the Senate inferpreting the conatitution as per-
mitting only the President to speak in an official
capacity for the student Senate. They also cited
that the lezterhead used gave the appearance of
speaking on behalf of the antire senate. Hovrever,

was nod even dlowed (o speak. Albion st-
demts wers allowed during constitucni time 1o
bring out many allegations abouot the students i
question; they alen brought the infamous “peti-
tons” to the Semate supporting impeachment,
Howawar, on several occasions when Jeff
Schroder attempied 0 defend himself, student
Senale President Chris ©'Connor cited that his
comments were not germane to the discussion,
“Maoy students soted the “pink ribbons” which
WweIe WOIm b support “gay rights.” The student
Senate then procesdad to impeach both Schroder
and Johmson, Schroders crime was that he
allowed Johnson €o wse his fax machipe;
Tohnsens crime was that she wrote a press release
revealing what & committee of the stodent Senate
did. The impeachment was puhlicized in locs!l and

* slate-wide newspapers the day after the impeach-

menl. This led Albion College to issue @ press
relesse staring that it does not nvolve itsell in the
ipternal affairs of the student Senats, Howeaver,
Sarah Brges, Director of Commumications for
Albdon College, said that Albion supports its stu-
dent senate: "Since this is & student matter, it was
dealt with appropriately by the Student Senate.”
Mg for the e-mail foldet, s, Bripps admitted the
frdder bad been opened, but she asserted that
“the foider was nol offictally sanctioned by
Afbion Colege." The respomse amazed Jeff
Schroder, who poted, “The File wis CREATED
by Alblon College: we called the technology divi-
sion and asked them to give us a privare
folder, and they did so. How this could not %
be sanctioning of (he folder &5 impossible ®
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THE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION LoBBY FiIGHTS BACK

Standing at Armageddon

e looks like an anpry whitfs
man, what 15 he doing here?”

(44

The commenl passed beiwesen a
couple of lesbians who looked ready to
rumirle with a photographer who had
appeared at the April “March to Fight the
Right" in San Francisco, The fact that the
photographer was himsell wearing a
“Fight the Right" T-shirt and hung assort-
ed hardware from his cars to blend in with
the crowd didn't save him. The
lesbians shadowed him as he
took shots of the Lesbian
Avengers,  wielding  “We
Recruit” banners and jostling
with the Guernlla Garls, Whtches
Heal, and the Sisters of
Parpetaal Indulgence for pride
of place in the march, He cap-
tured ACTUP cadres starking
fights with security when one of
their speakers was denied access
to the podium. Eventually the
photographer, aware that he was
being followed, Hed for his own

safety.

The MNational Orgamzation for
Wornen, organizer of the pro-affirma-
tive action Pight the Right mareh, pre-
dicted a twrnout of 100000 then
clufmed 50000. The true fignre was
13,000 and the march, billed a5 a maszs
upheaval in behalf of quotas and sef-
azides which a California ballot initia-
tive zaeks oo nullify, proved o be more
a kind of jamboree of sexal dissidence
and radical political restalgia groups.
Participating groups (any collection of
20 or more people qualified) incloded
the D Coafition of Black Leshians,
ray Men and Bisexuals, [ne., Deal Gay
and Lesbian Center, Gay Human
Rights Lesgus of Cleens County,
sisterlove  Imc,  CutrageiDoeer
Progressive  Network,  Natfonal -
Latino'a Lesbian and Gay Project, the
Communist  Party, Revolotionary
Sisrers of Caolor, the Socialist Workers
Party, Socialist Action, The Green
Party, Democratic Socialists of America, the
Mational Lawvers Guild, and represenfafives of
varions uoions including the Mabiooal Education
Asgociation, If these were the oswal suspects, one
group that had & frissoo of the new was the one
calling itself Angry White Goys for Affimnative
Actipa,

The Fight the Right March was the kick
off event for a campaign o defend alffrmative
action by any means necessary. Co their Mevember
hallot, for the first time in the 118, people will be
given the chanee o voie on the race and gender
preferences imposed by povernment, and which
have become the status quo-in the Golden Stae
and across the mation. YVoters wikl decide on the
Prohibition Against Discrimination or Preferential
Treatment by State and Crther Poblic Entities, oth-
erwise known as the Califormia Civil Rights
Initiative (CCREI, which will end the use of race
andd pender preferences in state education, employ-
mant and contracring.

Because of California’s stature as a bell-
weather state, supporiers of affirmative acton sse
the November election as an Ammageddon whers
they will battle for the Lord. The motley crew par-
tving at the April 14 macch does not mean these
forees lack clont. Indeed, prominent liberals, many
in the kitchen cabinet of Bl Clinton, who has

K.L. Billingsley

patented the Jesse Jacksonesgee slogan of “mend-
ing not ending” affirmative action, are beginning
i deploy an expensive, hand-hitling campaign o
make sure that this cormeritone of PC arthodoxy is
fal defenied, Under the emerging liberal sirateay,
feminists will be point women for the campaign to
defeat the ORI initiative

OW president Patricia Ireland and Feminist
Majoriiy boes Eleapor Smeal head the
“Campaign to Save Women's Riphis and Cral
Rights,” MOW takes this endeavor 5o cerionshy
that 1t has moved steffers from Wishington 1o San

NOW president Patricia Ireland
Francisco and put together & group of honorary co-
chaims that includes celabrities Holly Hunter, Callie
Khoun (Thefma grd Loutsed, JTean Stapleton,
Mary Steenbergen, Glosis Steinem, and Mependez
brothers’ aitorney Leslie Abramaon,

Like supporters of shortion who vew the
possible ban of pruesome “parfial-bicth ™ abortions
25 @ thregt o the emtire adbaortton superstructure,
suppocters of race and pender preferences sec
CCRI as the stippery slope leading o nationwide
abolition of alfomastive adhion. Insensitve to the
iromy, they hinve dithbed their campaign “Freedom
Summer "96.7 Unlike the veterans of the originad
Freedom Summer over 3 years ago, ibhe oppo-
nents of OCTRT seek 1o support, oot eliminate, a
gvstem evaboating people on the basis of race,

Since (he abuses of affirmative action have
shown up most dramatically on college campuses,
it % no surprise that this legisiative reactbon agains:
those abuses should have been architected by a
pair of academics, anthropologist Glynn Cuostred
aod philosopher Tom Wood The event that wrig-
pered their decision fo do something eame m 1991
when then-Speaker of the Californm Assembly
Williz Brown, working with onetime New Left
leader Tom Haydea, propesed a bill meandating
that nod only should the entering clazs of the states
universitics conform to the raclal breakdown of

California, bul that the grodoaion rales themselves
mast also follow racial quotas. The Democrat-
dominated Csliformia lepizlature acteally passed
the bill. It was prommly vetoed by Governor Peie
Wilsom, but for Wood and Custred the incidant
confirmed what they and 5 prowing number of
other obzervers bad been thinking—that affirma-
five action, which may have began as an ootreach
program, had hardensd into a progras of racial
quotas and equatiy of results, with o grisvance
glite of professional ethmics nominating an ever-
expanding litl of maseor groups for aocredited sta
bus as viclims and "protecied classes.™

Wood and Costred took fhe
radical position that, after three
decades of the government imposing
theae trepds, the people should at Tast
have a vote on a systam that evaluates
them solely by group membership.
Uzing lnguage from the 1964 Civil
Rights Act, they drafted a modess pro-
pogal:

Meither the Stare of Califomm
nor any of 18 pohtical subdinsions
or agents shall use race, sex, color,
ethnicity of national origin 5% a o=
terion for either diseriminating
agamel, or granting preferential
trestment to, sny individual or
groap i the operation of the
Brate’y svaters of public employ-
ment, puble education or public
E‘ﬂ]‘!.l:!’l!_ﬂ.i]‘ll_g.

Adthouph both state and fedar-
al tivil-mghts,poograms are left m place,
CORFs appearancs sent supporters of
affimative action wota 4 state of rabid
v rhetode in which thew claimed that the
' ogipister  and  comspiratariel  *Right
¢ Wing" s “slamming the door™ of
opportumity and “furming back the
clock™ 1o a state of affavs resembling
medicval Spain.  Former Speaker
HBrown charged that anyone who sup-
ported OURI was & "racist,” with the
Fev. Jesze Jackson providing backop
vocalks. But the polls comtinued 1o show
the public singing a different tune.
About 63 percent of voters,
incloding  sipnificant numbers of
minorties, favored CCRI even before
backer: had applied for permission to
gather signatures, Indeed, if was the campaign 0
behalf of their coocepl waged by Custred and
Wood that led dirzeily to the University of
California Board of Regenis’ deciston st summer
tocurdail affirmative action on U'C campases. That
decigion, in facd, led most observers to azaame that
CCRI would easily guoalify for the ballog and pass
in a landshde, In fact, however, the natignal
Republican party, which pragmatically has the
mast to gain from the inttative goalifving (or the
ballos, unaccountably expressed Jinde inrerest.
Conservative media figures and celebrities, whe
have Backed other Califomia ballot measures, slzo
tock o rain check. Big business, temified of the
EEOCS: race and gender police, shunned the mea-
sure as if it were a political Ebola virus,
With everyone assaming that i1 was a done
deal, CCRT foundered throughout much of 1995
with fioancial problems that made qualifying for
the ballot problematisal. {An estimeted 32 million
is required 1o g2t a ballot messure certified in
Californin) By late kst fall obscrvers were pre-
dicting an embarrassing fadura for CCRI and a
perhaps fatal sethack in the effort 1o ban affirma-
tive action. But then things began to turn around,
Pete Wilson, by now a former presidential candi-
date, started wnting letters and dromming ap sup-
Comtinged on page §
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Armageddon, continued from pape 4

port. Ward Connerly, the black TJC regent whao
championed the elimination of quotas in the
University of California system took over the cam-
paiga. With Connecly ot the heim, the CCRA deliv-
ered more than 1 million signetures, and the mea-
sure daly quabfied on April 16

Unlike many guola supporers, Connerly
has actually suffered from racial dscnmination,
He was born m Leesburg, Louisiana is 1979 and
lived there long enough to remember tie humikia-
tivns of Jim Crow His father abandoned 1he fami-
v when Connetdy was two and at age four his
mother died, l2aving him to be raised by his annt
and uncle in the tough, largely black Del Paso
Heights section of Sacramento. Despite such 21
backs, Connerly frequently pomts out thet he did-
n't nead preferenass to et inta Sacramento State
m 1959, MNor did he need them 1o land his fiest job
with the Secramenlo Redevelopment Agency, nor

i go inle business for himself.
Crneerly i also sameathing of 4
walking rainbow ocoaliion. His

antecedents include a Choctaw [ndian
prandmother and a white grondparent
ol French descent, His gon 15 marnied (o
g Wistramese woman. He supports con-
tinued oatreach for jobs and school
sdmissions based on cconomic status,
but pot on race. Connerly's leadership
on the ssue is the resuli of an ability 1o
cut throwgh the complexity It is wrong,
he says, to punish pzople who have
commitiéd no racial mizcondect in
ordsr to reward people who have suf-
fered mo racial discriminastion. As he
recently told @ reportern: "We're giving a
peeference w Jose, because hes
Chicano. over Chang, because he's
Chinese..because of something that
Raobert’s father, who was whils, did fo
Willlars fatties, who was Black, 100
years ago.”

The ani-CCRI forces are
attempting o make Connerly the s2ue
are not by engaging his arguments, ;
Father than dealing with the content of
his charecter, they have fooused on the g
color of his wife. "Hew mamried o 5
white woman,” huffed L. A, Democeal
Assemblywoman Disne Waison, “He
wants a colorless sociery. He has no eth-
nic pride. He doesn't want 1o be black.™

Covnecly has been subjecied
to many such aiacks—"usellowr™ and
“Uncle Tom" are epithers he has
become used 1o hearing directed at him
— and normally doss not respond in
kind. FEut this time he fred back. “1
thought thet in this oation the whols
range of miscegenstion iaws i been
strick down along with the bigotry that props them
oy, he smd, FHe also cajled Sen. Waison ¢ “bigo
amit a "lizhiweight" (Shelby Stecle, awhor of The
Comrert of Onee Character, does oot hesitare
describe Watson asa “Tlat-out unmitigared racist,”)
Connerly aleo fought back when attacked by
Angela Davis.

Davis' slavish adherence o Stalinism
proved no ghstacle to a lecrative teaching post at
UC Santa Cruz, even though she lacks any achal-
arly eredenbals, According to the left-wing Bay
Area Cuardian, Davis haz caltivated a thind carees
in the Bay Area’s leshian culture, where she per-
{orma weddings. Meanwhile, she ghves good figurs-
head for the anti-OCRT campalgn. "Young people
of today have 1o learn fo lake keadership,” she said
in a recent speech, “T wanl 1o suggest panticularly
at this moment in the history of this coontry and
the hisioiy of the state of Califoreia, radicsl
activism is something that is needed perhags more
tham ever before ™

Awarg that in the past Davig' “radieal
activism™ had mvolved providing guns for a mor-
derous black mifitia, Connerly said in ¢ letter he
fired off 1o her: "As a Marxise ideclogie, 1 suspect
that yow yeam for race and gender warfare as
much os you do for class warfare,” Recalling her
support for LA rinters in 1992, Connerly recalled

e g i

“the exploitation of black Americans by comuoru-
nist revolutionanes 1o suit their own agoods™
When smdenfs fraom TIC Santa Cruz traveled to
Satramnento in an official University of Califommia
vehicle and trampled his lawn, Connerly saw the
hand of Davis and he noted that Angels Boyee, a
former  African  Amgrican  Student Unioo
Fresident st UCEC, told a crowd: * We'te wearing
black but we should be wearing red. because we'll
ke baving blood on our hands once the fight is
o -

pe aitachk om the CDCEL nitiative hag involved

something approsching a Mull and Jeff 2ct on
the part of opponents, While radical stodents
invade Coonerly's front yard and Chicano mfliiznts
threaten his e, iberal affirmative aclion partisans
engage in & more decotons campaign, Barlier this
year, for instemee, afler the UC regents wpheld
their July 1995 decision to do away with race and
pender preferences in admussions and employ-

ment, the ACLU annotmesd that it was challeng.
ing the move in court and the ever creative UC sus-
tem tried 2o end-run arcund the cegents with “geo
praphical diversity,” using the zipeodes where
“people of color” presumably live, s 4 subatitote
for race and gender. =

Shortly afier the regents' March maeting,
the Lar Argeles Temes rum o series of articles abow
UL brass and state politicizns pulling sirings 10 ge
strdents into plum campuses Berkeley and UCLA.
UC regent Ralph Carmong, & supponer of racial
preferences, said this underscored the need for
contimued affirmative actien Becausk minorities
had no VIPs to lebby on their behall. But the
Times serics, though released with the fanfare of o
Wiatergate expoes, backfired.

The chief oftender, it tuemed our, was none
other than Willie Brown, now mayor of San
Francisco., While acknowledging thot Brown was
the undisputed champ of favoritism, the San

Franciseo Chronicle editorialized (hat the formar

speaker was “nol hypoeritical” because “at the
samne time be sought favors for the well-connected,
he also continued this support of affirmative
aciion.”

~ Bur epponents of CORT realize that all of
these sideshows are unlikely to (il the vore, In
coming up with the centerpiece of their stratepy in

REEL P )

preserving affirmative schon they are like Cleavon

" Lifthe in Meal Brooks' Blaging Saddler, who surveys

ihe scena and aske: “Where de while women at?"

“The prevailing polinical wisdom contends
that if the CCRI semams a minority issue it is sore
1o pass. But [ the womens movement emphasizes
it 28 a gender issue i will go down in flames and
perhaps extinguish the nescent dational wrend s
well," writes Steve Stallone in the March News for
@ Peeople's Wordd, At the April 14 march, the Raw
Jegsa Jacksoo told reporters that white women
have been the biggest beneficiaries of affinmative
action and that the edmpaign against CCRT was
nrw A “majonty” issue. But the credentials of the
Summer “# campaign to speak for women, or cven
ferninists, may well be doubled.

MOW, which is speartheading the fight
against CCRE, claims a miembership of 23,000,
{By contrast, the conservative Concerned Women
for America, i& said to nomber 600,000 Some
have quipped that NOW should be renamed the
Nanopal Organization of Miliant
;? Feminists, but it may now Be questioned
o8 if the group represents evon thas fae-
‘N Hon.

"Some call us the Matiomal
Organization of Lesbian Women,” says
Ciene Bover, a NOW cherter member
who adds thal the majority of NOW
workers ara leshian. And by some osti-
metes, the MNew York Tioeer noted, les-
hizns represent beiween 30 and 40 per-
cenl of the NOWS membership.

Betty Fredan, podmother of
ihe American fzminist movement, who
hias eritized WOWS forus as oo nar-
row, called the prowing lesblan secior
the “lavénder menace,” A sense of how
dramatically the identity of NOW hes
changed over the years is conveyed by
en aside in the Mew ¥ork Timer which
i notes that by the 80s the orgenization’s
A confercnces - Feanired women-coly
clanees with leshidn entertaines.

Thae schizaphrenia of NOW
came oot of she closct when the organi.
zaoon's Presidznt Patricsa irsland told
the Advocate, 8 gay magazine, that she
mainiained two distinct peivare Lves,
one with James Homble, her paiter
husband of 25 years, and'a love mela-
teonship with 8 Washington woman ske
did act identify. (*['m a bybrid,™ Treland
axplaincd, =T want it all. I want tc do
everyihing. [ dont see why [ can't have
ray cake amcd sat it oo ™) A one ehssre-
er noted, it would be like Bill Clinton
publicly kecping Hillary as an officisl
wife i distant Little Rock, whils pain-
tmining & male lover in Washingion.

Largely bacanse of its growing
identification with lesbianism, NOW i5
having trouble getting new members. I = clear
that the orgamzation has bapped on and taken the
relgns of the anti-CCRI bandwagon o parct o
reenerpize tself in & bold effort that does not dis-
semble it current ioclisations, Thos HNOW rons
ads recrutting stadents for “the intemship of a Hfe-
tene.” The ad goes on to say: “Working owt of
YWCAs vou will be deploved to commuenities
throughont Californin. Freedom Sumuner ‘06
Squads will organize massive woter registration,”
The squads will reach oot to “feminst, Alrican-
Amercan; Mative American; Leshian/Bi.
Sexual/Gay, and church proups.”

The Natdonal NOW Fimes put out 2 spe-
cial March/Rally edition with a page-one piece
calling for 20 end o biss on =exual orientation,
accompanied by a photo of angry lesbians holding
banness demanding LESBIAN RIGETS, with the
subhead explaining thet “Lisbitn Rights ar
Women's Rights ™ Posters for the march screamed
“DEMANDY lesbian, pay and bi-rights,” confinm-
ing that MOW iz increasingly obsassed with sexual
prefersnce rather than women's rights.

Besides urplag sisters to march, coplition

“leader Elsanor Smeal hes provided a - worshipful

endorsement of Barbara Bergmann's fn Defense of
Affirmative Action (Mew Repablic Books}, a book
Continwed on page 15
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ou moight think Amecica’s lesthifan - iad.tes

mdmn;allm talking these days,

Those feminist icon Betty. Friedan calls :
“the lnvender menace™ have come 10 domingte
what was ange the most mainstream of America's
(eenimisg of ganizations.
_ How did the Women's L:‘bz:mrinn.
Movernent of the 1960s become tha Leshian
Celebeation Movement of the 199087 As NOW
approaches it kb anpiversary, it worth dusting
off the groups founding document ko see, s
what [esninisis in the heady da_:rs of the Sixfies
thought their movement was al) dbout. :

‘Enqual Righits Anwnd.ment. followed v

the majority of the demands in II}EN'EFW Bill of -
Eights concern economic fssues with which many
Americans today might well agrest pmﬂ e - -
tv leave; tox deductions for bome and’e Idu:ara
EXPENSCH, equal education; and: gqual h’.ﬁ:ﬂqhé
job trainmg and other povETTy-related msra]ﬁ!-
in other 'm:tm, the NOW Bill'of Rjghl:ﬁ

demand that women shoutd be emnnn‘ui:aiﬁ-’ il
crated, Today, even most Coservative paﬂsms
want ifieir daughters (o he ablste suppm them -

selves without relyirig on 4 hushand and:to -

'ty Realing (hal eongmics ars.at the cokt

- pay-abolt: goclal and. Tufestyls
© - righitg” nr‘h,nynilhe‘ﬁibﬁlibi-ﬁuﬂmﬁ

‘even mentoed. - 3
©While there are pl::rnf? -:-f rnd:cal ﬁjcu-
ments frim the carly daye nfwummt hh-—gt Was |
the Sixties, sftér ail; and proups. Uke! e -
; H:dsh}dmp-uprﬁs!d ihe ;:emp-el:qfﬂmﬁlﬂbu-ﬂ
their racicalism huid thore to do wifh. the de -
rigueur Marnlam af the wmmmﬁrm
women to come fogether mthmhqri-rqm:n B R
the Summer of Love, Srerfivod Is Fﬂm;:mtrm
Anthology of Writngs  fromm il - Wornerls
Liberadlon Movement combsins prem o Tiafags
ences to “Whitey,” the Bnpmalus,rl’ha:lunﬂnem}:,
and the mm:m uln-p|? in whj:h fanﬁl}a pma.w
property. and the late, hive afl beea ahnﬁh&d
Yet in the §02 pages of thig mf.qz,_pmlubeﬂ -
1970 zad’ E-ﬂ]l!:dbj' F.n'biq Mioean. thefe. [5}1351}1
:lngl-e l'nc-]:'.m& Esuy an’ bﬁhhps,plmm ihﬂ
. topi noteven in Hmn]t@ethtmﬁ&bmmﬁm:ﬂ’

ﬁmﬁn‘s [:h:nﬂm
: - Within & un&;rthh l:-er::.‘lr.!'sr '_
oW St prasident Betty

vion, - However,

Frindps hiad heen posted i fhe organivation
| A younges, mote padical goup of fainists s
“on the ascenduney and farmer Hotsewives like

Tmmlzhbmmn.w:r:nukm‘,qrnmi:d In b
recenf Playboy 1m¢r-.'hw,_ Fne;dm fr.'.km Icu B
“sort of a de-Stalintzation of the mns mvr.*-
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Are Lesblans

The NOW Bill of Rights. adopted af the
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SLOW LERNERS ON THE LEFT

Speaking in Tongues About Religion

t times 11 seemed like a home-

coming week for the New Left,

replete with concerts by Pete
Seager, poetry readings (] am the water,
1 am the spring; Can you hear me sing?” )
and one time “60s activists staffed nto
blue jeans with brightly colored
yarmulkes perched on their heads,
Indeed, the “Svmmit on Fthics and
Meaning,™ held at the Omni Shoreham
Hotel in Washington D.C. on the week-
end of April 14-16 was suffused
with nostalgia for a time when
the Left was still relevant in
American intellectual life and
when it could convince itself that
it held the high ground in moral
discourse. Yet it was, paradoxi-
cally, also a moment of spiritual
groping on the part of what's left
of tha Left for the way thar con-
servatives have come 1o have a
monopaly on contemporary dis-
cussions of values and wvirtpes
and spimtuahty wself. As the
conference progressed, what
had been hilled as an inguiry
into  the crisis in  America
bezcame mstead an inguiry mto
the ongoing erisis of the Left.

Close to 1,600 people, mat 1o
mention ancther 200 vohintesrs and
speakers, made the trek to Washinglon
foe the three-day confab initisged by
Michacl Lernsr—of  lae  HRabbi
Michael Lemer—ol Tikkun magazine.
Workshops canged from "Envisioning
a Humane Health Care Svstem™ and
“Whar Kind of Soccicty Norues the
Soul™ to "Cen a Measing-Oriented
Pelitics be Relevant to the Legislative
Battles of 1966 and "God Does Mot
Belong 1o the Hight—so why are
Right-Wingers  Winnmg  in the
Eeligious World™ One of the fdeas
behind 1the confereoce was to extend
the frenchise of the “politics of mean-
ing," coined by Lermer several years
ago and briefly adopted by Hillary
linton i the carly days of the present
admipistzation, The First Lady eveniually dis-
tanced hermself bom Lerner and lus quest for
“mezning."”

If sccess to the While House has van-
ished, however, Lerner's gquest to make “the poli-
trcs of meaning®™ a howsehold term has continned.
The term appears repestedly in his magazine (a
el issee had one article on *Eeonomics of
Masning” snd snother on “Broge Springstesn,
Tom Joad, apd the Politice of Meaning™) and
thers are also repeated atteropts 1o explain what
this "mew theorstic onentation and a strotepy 1o
change Americnn soclety™ means. After giving a
lenpthy “theoretical orientation” to explain the
term in a recent Tikkwn, Larner gave, presurnably
for the intellectually challenged, what he calls a
“sound-bite version,” although it is more like a
sound-mowthiul “The poal of a politdes of mean-
ing &5 to change the boltom line in Amencan soci-
oy, so that productivity ot efficiency of corpora-
trons, legisbution, or social practices s ne Jonger
measured solely by the degree to which they max-
imize wealth and power—but rather sko by the
degree 1o which they t2nd o maximize our CApac-
ities (o sustain loving and caring relationships and
to e ethically, spiriteally, and ecologically sensi-
m-ﬂ

By Julia Duin

Under Lsmmsrs somewhal graodiose
ambitiom for his concept. the “politics of mean-
ing” has now beoome the “meaning movement,” a
fuzzy comcept that porportedly stands for such
qualities as mutual respect, civility, commitment,
fove, cating, spiciiuality armd ecologics] semsiiviy
These qualities were markeied as being the 2xciu-
sive property of the Left, which is raocally sopeti-
or to the hopetesshy rigid and monochromatic
Right.

The media were often roasted by spesk-
crs for fosfering despair and God was invoked as
favoring compassion. This, in fact, was the big

- .EE;:H-?.:A i
Rabbi Michael Lerner

surprise of the conference: the G-word was mucsh
in vopue with & crowd that hesetofors had been
aszociated with the chureh of secular humanism
and whose ecatasies had been those of the Mamast
variety. But now there was a scramble 1o board a
iram conferses seemed to feel might aleeady have
left the station. “The liberal and propressive
world needs your religious sensibilitics and
imsights,” a conference beochure stated, althongh
the Protestant types who popped up here—for-
mer Catholic priest Maithew Fox, Biverside
Church pastor James Forbes, Seforrners moga-
zing editor Jim Walliz, Baptist pasior Tony
Campolo and Harvard Dhvindty School professar
Harvey Cox—tended to be those whose visions of
Jesuz Christ were of the Greatest Social Worker
Ever Born,

Even though 20 vears had gone by, the
remembranca of things post in the glorious "6s
haunfed she summir like & lost  Atants.
Conferencs leaders had come topether parthy to
admil defeat in the modt major aspect of their
|tves' work—im trying to transform society as pro-
gressive Prolestant and Jewish activisti, they had
forgotten spiritual realities and on their watch
E:un-.iamti'-'ﬂ had successiully cornersd this mar-

L

The pathering was pot toElly relipaous
bt 1 was obsessed with religious clichdés—an
experiencs: resémbimg carching the Democratic
Party et prayer The puiding spirit of 1his conven-
tiom was Lemer, who is also a psycholopist and
director of the Foundation for Ethics and
Meaning in New York Citv and, as of last
Movember, a rabbr ordained by a rabbinic cowrt
inen the “Tewdsh renswal movement,” the clossst
thing Jews have to a nond=nominational body
Few people could have broaght in such numbers
and Lemmer must be credited with risking the
future of Thrkue in going into dabt to finanes the
conference, although be prudently
msizted that all of the speakers travel
there al their Ow'n £Xpense,

“Its partly the Ealure of Bber-
aks o undestand the ethical and spir-
Lual cxizis that makes if possible for the
right to answer that crisis,” Lerner
said. VIf there’s one thing we're going
to reject in this summit, its the wisdom
of James Carville, who says, "M% the
econcmy, stupid.” as though economic
ismues were all that counted in peoples’
Lives, We say no, its the ethical and
sparttual cose that is central to undee-
standding what & poing on in American
society.”

Opimions varied on whether
Lerner wnd his magazioe are taken
sericitsly im Fewish circles but at pre-
gent, it serves as the one voice of the
Tewish Left. Lerner may have had
mare clouwt back in (1993 0when he
became known as Hillary Clinton's
uncificial  intellectual counselorn
Lerners obvious ambition to exert
influence an the Frost Lady appareatly
proved his andeing, as the White
Heuse drew back apd Lemmer found
himsel dumped by Hillary as guickly
a5 be had been adopted. Lerner said at
the conferznce he has since been disil-
lusioned with the administration but
admitied that old [oyalties die hard, [
one of his maoifestoes, he criticires
“what the mediz and then the
Bepublicans have done 1o Bill
Clinton,™ Both forces, he conrends,
have focused on “never actually doo-
mented”  allepations  about M
Clinten®  post. “thas undermining
Clmton's abikity to lead the strugele for
it more positive sccial-changs apenda.™

The summit on ethics and walues, there-
Fore, was 1o be Lerner’s own andacions attempt to
iake up the crossde thet malign forces had pre-
vented the President from leading. He remains
eonvinced he is on the track of somerhing desp
within the hearts of all men and women of good
will in this secisty, byt hithério a pround staked
et only by conservatives, The latter, he told
reporters, has "what we believe 15 a distorted sct
of answers™ but are “oevertheless addressing a
eormest set of questions.”

There was an endless “"dialopuing” about
how conservatives bave compersd the moral mar-
ket in America, but many of the subjccts that are
key to the conservetive workdview (teen pregnar-
oy, schoid praver, pomography) rated bagely a
mention, One guesfion that scemed off lmits at
the summil was that of sin and how and why il
causes the scifishness, homophebis, materalism
and other illz thi= conference deplored, Without
dealing with the quesilon of evil, the conference
threatened to bagome what the succesziuf conser-
vatives would ridiculs as an sttempt &f socia
change without sool changs. Withour personal
spiritual conversion of the ivpe practiced by the
religious conservatives those attending this con-
ference envied, the effort would end ap becoming
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political, #hich & pechaps aatural, sinee this s an
acena the Left understands far benter than it does
refigion.

et the lapgusge of the conversion gxpe-
rience was on full display. *We are makng public
repantancs for the ways sonse of s in thoss move-
ments did not pay adequate attention to a cerlain
form of self-indulganes we werg glorifying in the
‘s, Lerner said, admiiting that the preatest
lopse of atlention was deoyving the impoctance of
spiritual reality and religious cxperience. et it
wes 0ot clear that the lesson had troly been
learmed, Ooe peed pot believe in God 1o be part of
the new movement, said Peter Gabel, Lermer’s co-
creator al the “politics of meaning™ (erm and a
fikkun associate editor. Gabal admitted that he
does not believe in g religion and told reporters
that a "politics of meaning” could operate without
such a base.

Mevertheless the Leftists at this mecting
undersiood that somehow they must find & way 1o
speak to ethical, spivitual, and family values issues
in America. This i no easy Lask, as they possess no
equivalent 10 such conservative groups wich reli-
piows underpinniogs that do speak fo thoe con-
cerns—eroups such as Promise Keepers, Focus on
the Femily, Femily Besearch Council, or Towards
Traditlon, Puzzled as o why conservatives had
prabbed the upper hand in the values debate, they
chalked it up o concepds 1hey could pnderstand,
better organization, more finances, subtle appeals
b racism or prejudice or cleverer use of spirftoal
language, Io [act, one of the main conference
speakers, feminst author Maomi Wolf, wrore an
article [or the Ootober 1995 Mew Repubfic point-
ing out how those favorog abortion needed o
spitiualize their language much Jike the pro-lifers
had b2en doiog for decades, Like rthe resl of
Lerver’s cromd, Bs Woll seemed to miss the real
reason thal a conzefvative viion counld sway
Americans. Her selution myvolved bipper and bet-

ter firepower im the form of propaganda sa-opting

the lanpusge,' if not - the logic, of spirituality,
Raligious conservatives have “hijaeked” moral

discourse, she complained, because liberalks woukd -

not os2 the “language of the spirit.” Zhe added,
"We must use the Janguage of nght and wrong,
pood aod evil.”

The prime arena for that i3 abortion,
where "My side said all aborfions are morally
egual” This iz crazy, she told them blunthys Her
side npeded 1o make some value judgments, Afrer
all, “A [ate term abortion is sadder than an early
term abortion . . .the desth of a fatus i o teal dear

and we need Lo mourn that.” {Mowrs, but nof shop
prodocing dead feruses; mainiain the slams quo
but do it soulfully}

Wolf even allowed that conservatives had
answers she lacked, Many pro-choicers vililied her
after the Mew Republic precs, the aaid, but pro-lif-
ers sought her out and thanked her, *When 1 actu-
ally heard the pro-lifers speak—after a lifatime
spent in feminist Jand, to my astonishment, some
of theen weare potuadly ariiculate, [oving individuals
whi cated about social justice and raising the sta-
fus of women.” Then she made a somewhat stac-
thing confession to 2 mostly female sudicpee at a
workshop on rethinking abortion: “Pro-life fomi-
st i mot a contradiction m terms.” To the con-
ference’s credit, Miss Wolf was matched with a
pro-life speaker who i about the same age: Helen
Alvare, the articulate policy advisor fo the
Nafional Cooferenwe of Catholic Bisbops wha
chinllenged Hsteners to come up with &ar agency
that docs morte to help out the alrcady-bom than
the Catholic Churchs own Catholic Charities
orFanization,

There was something ouching abow The
conference, as those attending groped for a lan-
guage that hall a liftetime of commitment o
Leftisen had robbed from them. 3omes of the spir-
tueal principles at play among some of the consery-
atives whose actiop they wished o sfeal wers
totally bost on this group—principles such as spird-
tual warfare, (he kind of fasting and prayer that
Hrthed Promise Keepers, tithing, compassion oir-
cles, Bible study and othor practices that provide
the foundatlon of religiows conservalives’ mner
and outer lives. This conference instead was pray-
ing ihat gome kind of magic mix of mainline
Protesiantisim and Reform Judaism, alonp with
liberal Democracy and hmoanism, would rise
From ther impoicnce with a Kennedy-like vision
o mowe the country toward & new paradigm, an
overuzed term much in over use here. More than
100 Unitarian chorches were reprosented here,

~not o ménon ldamicspeakdns and New: Azers

such as Marlannoe Wilkianson of the “Coirsé on

“Miracles™ fame who told anafplan:r:.- seasion o

“exerciee. the power of comcionsness” 10 remady
the worlds ills.

Pari of the sonference’s purpose was 1o
put Nesh on the “politics of meaning™ concept by
producing a “Covenant with American Families,”
patterned afier the House Repoblicans’ “Coptract
With America.” Included in the Covenant were
provigions for one year of paid family leave for
parems, s 30-hour work week 1o rederibune work

and entpley maore people, a “family support corps™
in neighborhoods to care for the aldarly, “councils
of elders” to distill the:rr wisdom, o National
Families Day, providing community for single
people, replacing  high school  Scholastic
Achigvement Tests with “erpathy training,” ras-
ing the minimum wags and so on, Having waged a
successiul battle selling “choice" as the key word
on the abortion question, they're preparning to do
the same on the family front and the phraze "fam-
thy values™ was repeated over and over, although
nover with the perscasive tomafily it reccives
among conservatlyves

Oine mejor difference between this meet-
ing and similar meetings of conservatives was that
the Covenant emphasized aingle. parent and gay
and lesbien (mmdlies as muck or more than it did
traditional famfics. Homosexual spoakers were
plentiful but the most amazing one may have been
Toric Csbom, former executive director of the
Gay and Lesbian Task Force who confessed that
althoogh “it really is the gay “30s,” still, “my move-
ment 15 lecking o clarty of vision.”™ Reasons why
included & disconnect beiween grassroots gays and
their lzaders, legisiative strategies that “don't
speak the language of the heart,” and a charge that
homosexual leaders are "mired in political comeet-
nzss 1hat enshrines power and uplifts victimhood.™

When a shoched murmur from more
than a thovsand histeners greeted that assertion,
Ms Osborn turned to spiricuality, calling coming
out “a spiritval journey, a shamanic journey”
Due to AIDS. "a surge of spiritual energy™ is
sweeping through gays, she sald, althengh due to
Bible bashing from conservatives, “it was not OFF
te be sgpiriteal until recently in the gavlesbian
world,™

Expect to hear more from these folks,
eapecially since follow-up conferences are planmesd
for Seattle and Minneapolis in May; San Francisco
over Memorial Day weekend;, Los Angeles in
earky June, Ann Axbor on June &, Podland, Ore.
June 8-% and Chicago af & later date, Whether or
oot Lerner and his group is equipped to take oo
the Hight, they're set to try nevertheless, They
réghrs that they bave no other choice. “We are af
i cressroads whers we may Be witnessing the
embryonie staget of the disintegration of the
American  civilization,”™ intoped  Harvand
Univeseity profzssor Cornel West at one of
the plenarizs. “When Dan Queyle sayvs the ;—l"

-5

amily iz in frouble, ke pot 8 point ™
Juiia Dheim be @ peparior for The Washington Times.
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COMBADE CHAPLIN, rontimusd from page |

Degpite s appatent conversion nio the
Communist cause, however, Chaplin had too many
of the ties of bowrpaosis individualiemn o maie Lim
a prontsing political azsa=t. A manic-depressive, he
was a creafire of moods and prone to reckless
behavior A zeries of ill-starred sexual adveniures
culminated m 1927 with a masgy divarce from his
cecond wife, Lita Grey, whom he had seduced
when she was just Biteen. That same
year the IRS seized his studio for back
tases and threatened him with an
mdictmeant for fraud, Chaplin bad o ba
restrained from fingiog himself out a
wiined o of i suite at Mew York's Ritz-
Carlton Hotel

Inteliectually unralable,
Chaplin was not the sort of person o
become an orthodox Mardst. He was
excited about the Russian Revolution,
once toying o persuade a skeptical
Buster Keaton of the glories of
Bolshevism, but otherwise his politics
were based on a wistiel romanticism
podd g digtagee for authority o 2ny form.
“The sacialists want man o tive by the
product of hiz own labor,” he once told
i (remnd, “whereas 1 dont think he
should have towork at all." Mor did he
see # contradiction between his radical
prmeiples and his sharp business prac-
tices. After hearing a monologue on
Bolshevism simikar 10 the one that had
perplexed Keaton, Chaplinh assizant,
Eddie Sothecland, observed, “T happen
o know that vou bave three millicn
dellars in the bank. How does this give-
away-the-money affect you” Chaplin
digmissed the question, saying, "0,
Eddie, dont be silly. It docsnt alfect
artizts."

Although the Comintern, the
Soviels' global apparaius, decided in the mid-twen-
tizs to focus 1ts organming < forts on workers in the
film indusity, repealed attempis (0 exploi
Chaplin  sympathiss seme 0 mnothing.
Mevertheless, the Commuomsts persisted tn efforis
to organizes him with a doggedness that al lmes [ed
to [arcical complications. One approach iovolved
sending ploneering director Serpei Eissnstein
(Alexander Newvrky FPotemkin) o wosk in
Hellywood under the auspices of United Arbists,
the company Chaplin had founded wath Mary
Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, and D.W. Griffith,
Meedless 1o say, the Soviets had little interest in
Bisgnateins artistic developmend, He and Bis crew
wers gxpected to “suady"” the production of tzlking
pictures and bring their knowledge home so that
Sovicino (the Soviet mobon piciure bureascracy)
would be relieved of having 1o pay rovaltics to the
relevant patent holders.

Becavse Epon Erwin Eisch, a high-level
Comintern operative, had spent eight days at
Chaplin's studio durng a visit 1o Hollyweod in
19289, Eisensteins welcome seemed assursd, But
when the director’s perly showed up in Hollywood,
Chaplin gave them the tum-around aod o did
Diouglas Fairbanks, although the swashbuckler a2
least imvited Eizenstein to parties and had meetings
with himi in his stcamroom,

Tesse Lasky of Pamamount stepped into
the brench and signed Elsenstein o a contract, The
Soviet film crew cewerded him by rangiog al
through bis stodio, breaking off chunks of sonnd-
proofing material {or analysis by engineers back
home. Later, Paramount declined to prodoce
Eisensteins epic script, Suiter’y (old, which por-
frayed totem pobes mising in the Grea: American
Dezert nmong its other absurdities, and Lasky was
criticized by Cheplin and athers for being too
preedy to support the artistry of a cinematic gemios.

Elscnsizin’s visit took a serious mm when
fie decided that ke preferred the freedom of Santa
Monkca o the restraints of Moscow. Chaplin was
inchgaant, argomg that Exengtem bad a duty to
returm bome o secve the BEevohation. Al the same
time thalt he was badgeriog the Soviel director,
kowever, he wae ako demanding berd currency
before he sent prints of his films o the Soviet

Unicm. A deal that woald have paid s off in fue
niture seized from the tsars palics was discussed,
bt Fell through

haplin was alweays 3 iroublesome recruit for
the Communisis, Even hiz Depression-era
classic Modern Times, origmally tiled The Masser,
created an awkward dilemma for the Party, During
a period when the Soviets glorified heavy induairy
and gave medals to zssembly line workers who

Modern Times

excended their quotas, its MEssage was wNACCCEpl-
ably “Luddita® in itz critique of the assembly line.
Mo less than Boris Shumiatski, head of the Soviet
film industry, sef the line for reviewers Friendly to
the Party, explaining tbat the U “must b2 taken
a5 & stage e the growth of & remarkable ardist,”
Though releazed with a sepacately record-
ed goundirack, Afodern Tomer way emenbelly o
cibent movie, FPlaoning his first dalogoe b,
Chaplin realized e peeded belp n sitecturing a
workabde seript, and he asked snother of his long-
time socialist friends, Konred Bercovic, 1o bezome
his collaborator, proposing that they would split
any profits from their laboos oo an 35% te 15%

bazis A prolific writer of fGotion, non-Hetkon and
screenplays, Bercoviel had recently been in
Europe covering the rige of Nazism Ffor Collierls
magazine. Om his retom o the US, he had por-
chased an suto frailer and begun touring the coun-
iry, lecivring on the dengers of Jascism,

Barcowel interrupted his lesture mur to
coflaborate with Chaplin and spent most of 1927
wotrking on o projects—In Cd Chivops, which
Chaplin envisioned a5 a "not oo propagasdistic”
goript about Lonis Lingg, the Heymarket bomber,
and Cry of the Wolf, based on one of Bercovici's
ovwn “Dypsy tales,” Gradually, it began Lo dawn oo
Bercoviol that Chaplin enjoved his company bui
was nod really senous about making either movie.

Enowing Charlies cdd ways, Bercovic
was ooly mildly discopcerted when Chaplin
abraptly severcd all contact and dropped out of
sight. According to the gossip columnists, Chaplin
had left home after a quarrel with his lover
Paulente Goddard, who had playved the “gamins™
inn Moder Thmer, (Lovella Farsons called the con-
teetemps " Hollywoods first husband-wiffe strike ™)
Ia reality, Chaplin was in semi-hiding, evading sub-
posnas in conpection with two plagiarism suits
over the film,

In the zpring of 19238, Beorcovicl and
Melvyn Douglas, the liberal activist and popular
leading mman, ran into Chaplin at a cocktal party in
Pebble Bench, Chaplin talked withow enthusiasm
about his cfforts to wrile 2 romentic comedy that
wiould be a suitable vehicle for Goddard, and
Bercovici chided him, "Why don't you do some-
thing for yourself?" Bercovici then began to
describe & satire in which Chaplin would play dual
robes, as a Hitlerian dictnior and the dictarors
naive look-alike

Bercovicl and Dooglas spent the aight at
Chaplin’s reoted house, and & week later they were
invited to return to attend a panty that Chaplin and
his aide, Tim Ducend, were giving at the Pebble
Beach Lodpe, This me, Bercovicl came prepared
with a #riflan aynopas Chaplin read i on Sunday
morning, afier the party, and was
infrigued. But, he protested, he wam't
siure that such & fikm conbd be made. He
wiould have (o check with a "coatact™ of
hs who “knows the attitude of the
Siate Departivent,” Chaplin left the
roomy, mede 8 phone call, and returned
shaking his head. His <oofact had
vetoed the idea.

Bercovici was stunned. He had
been a friend of Chaslie® for twenty
years and bad never koown hdm 1o
wogry about offending the LVE. govera-
ment, But then, just 15 davs later,
Verlery aoncunced that Chaplin was
ahout to bepin work on his next filom,
- and in October the trades press reported
that the working title of thar picture
wonuld be The Dictaior. Bercoviel had
remmmned 1o hia homes in Connectioot,
and hiz letters to Chaplin sent vnan-
swered, Im 193% during a visit o LA, he
ran into Chaphn at the Brown Derby
restoarant, but Chaplin bofted before
be could confront him. Another time,
Chaplin mads a date to meet et his
house, bul whan Bercovici showed ap,
po o answered the door, .

Chapiin was nolodously shngy
with both money and creative credits,
However, on occasion he &id pay for
the use of other people concepts and
put co-writers on bis payroll as assistant
dizectors. His abrupt declsion to cut off Bepoovic
requires another explanation, and it 18 not bacd to
find, Bercovict was the wrong kind of angl-Tagcisi—
he depouneed Staklin n bis lectures about fascism
a5 just another Gce of the evil of ialianansm-—
and he wiz snathema to the Commuomst Party
DOive can aszome that the contact Chaplin calied
thal day m Pebble Beach was not in the State
Department bat i the Fatiy, becatuse ooce
Bercovict was off the project, the CP view of m-:;
Hm changed. g

Indeed, Chaplin immediately hired {w::n.!';
young aesisiants who sere Party members. One nf_i
these, playwright Dan James, nedvely kept a record S
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of thelr working sessions, during which Chaplin
“spontaneansiy” came up with the same plat ideas
previousty outlined by Bercovicl. (Laster, wnder
cath, Chaplin would deny that he had ever scen
Beroowiels synopsis. For that mattey, he insisted
thar they had pever collaborated on  the
Haymarket and Cry of the Wolf scripts eithec)

Bermeovici had beem  banished, bt
Chaplin® problems with his Hitler safire, now
calted The Grear Dicretor, were far from over A
week before rehearsals wers scheduled 1o begin
the Hitler-3talin pact was siped, amd American
Communists vealized, [iterally overnight. that mili-
fary resiitance Lo WNazitm only served the interests
of capitalst munitiens makers and British inperi-
akgls,

The (Grear Dicretor reflected the ideologi-
£a) back-pedaling oceasioned by this chenge in the
party line. For example, early in the movie the
fesety Hannah, played by Paulctte Goddard, braing
2 Stomm Trooper over the head with a frying pan.
Later—apperently having been converted to paci
fem cff-camera—Hanneh talks the men of the
Pretzetburg ghetto out of a plan to astaizinade the
dictator, Adenald Hynkel, ielling them, "0ur place
1= 21 home looking after ur own affairs.”

The final sequence of the ploure was lobe
& speech delivared by Charlie the Barber, who bas
besn mistaken for his look-alike, Hynkel. A doaft
of the speech written in the spirit of the Hitler-
Swelin pact actually incliades] the sentiment, ™ Yes,
let us have appessement.” By the ime finol prepa-
rations for (he sequence were being made, howev-
er, it was already laie spring, 1940, and the word
“appeasement” was now forbidden Afier several
more revisions, tha spesch emerged as 3 mastar.
pece of double kalk and cvasion. As sops io the
mass awdience there were exhortations to “Fight
fior Liberty!™ and bring ints being & new workd, in
the name of demoeracy.” The poliveally attuned,
however, would have no trouble recognizing the
current CF “peace” line, Al one point, Chaplin
Izoked dircctly into the camers lens and wamed,
“Soldiers] Don't give yourself to these ;
brutes ... Who dell you—det you—
freat vou like cattle and use you as can-
nien fodder,” Though o theory the
character he played was addressing
German  soldiers, Chaplind  words
echoed the Communist charge that
FDR wantcd 0 use Amerian boys as
cannogn fodder o defend the British
armpire.

b Cerent Dhisttor merked a teming
point for Chaplin. Freviously, he
had Been relatively cantious about tak-
ing publi: stands on political ssues and
avolded inseciing overtly leftwing pro
pagandy into his flmg. After 3%40 he
emerged &5 Hollywood's most visible—
and in the opnion of many, i maost
cbneoous—fcllow waveler. One rea-
zon for the change was obvipus. His
earhest “political advisor™ Rob Wagner
was in declining health, (He died in
1942) Wagner was fricndly o the
Soviets. (He had desigoed the logo for
Upton Sinclmrs EPIC party, for
instance, but poiled out of the Sinclsir
movement when CP emthusiazm
waned } Bot Wapner was nonetheless
caulious n comparison o CF appa-
ratchiks to whom Chaplin now drew
cloze—individeals liks Elle Winter and
flm szeore composer Hanps Eisler,
whose brother Gerhard was a  notorious
Comintern enforser and one of the chwf Soviet
agents in the (1.5, Max Bastman, whose friendship
with Charlie had held up despite his dmsillusion-
ment with the USSR and his turmn 1o the Right, had
no doubt that Hanns Eisler was an *agent of idflu-
ence,” assigned 10 prod Chaplin mto a more pubitc
role. But Eastman's waming was igoored. Chaplin
found it impossifle to imagine that a serious com-
poser and likable failow, as Eisler was, might' be
pursuing & covert political agenda.
AR @ spesker st Second Front malliszs in
1942 Chaplin indulged in overhesied rhetoric.
Addresting bis remarks to *Dear Comrades—and

On Trial for Vielating the

ves, I do mean comiades.” he mocused American
troops of “languishing” {sic) while the Sovietz hbore
the brunt of the strugele for democracy, Duriog
one speech in Chicago he seid, “We are no onger
shocked by the Russian purges. They liguidated
the Chuislings and the Lavals, and it was too bad
that Morway, Hongary, and other countries didn®
do the same, The stigma agamst Russia is being
dessolved like mist in the sun.”

Hiz activities as 8 sponsor for Russian War

= o

Mann Act
Relief and the Nationzal Catncil for Americsb.
Soviet Friendship tended towand the fatuous, At
oo pangesl a Soviet ship captain presesited bm
with a live bear cub, At soother, he was pho-
tographed kissing the hard of Luodeilla
Pavlichenko, a female sharpshooter who fourad
the LLE. bilked as the “Soviet Moliy Pitches" after
the famed figurs of the American Revoluiion,
Agked if be had second thoughts about seqding a
coagratalatory message 1o the Paris World Prace
Congress of 1949, ari anti- NATO propaganda saer-
cise, Chaplin said, “T am pever suspicious of any-
bady who & working for world peace,”

The apothensis of Chaplins Red Decade
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was Monslewr Verdows. Like sll Chaplin movies,
Verdous had moments of originality and wit, bat
the production—begun @ month after Sealiny
February, 16 speech denouncing the supposed
agpressive intentlons of the U5 —sagged under
the waight of its message: War i Just another form
of capitalist enteTprise, and soldiers wha fight for
vapitalEm are no better movally than a seral-killes
like Henri Verdouz, who marries a string of
wimen and murders them for their mooey.

The American Legion, an
organization with a better memary then
mast movie reviewers, recalled hat this
was the same Chariie Chaplin whe had
called for “More bombs for Beial"
durng the war end criticized American
frghting men for not dying fast snough,
The Legion asked theater owners o
boyeoit  Momgfewr Vendowr, and
Chaplin’s ability 1o release future pic-
tures in the L8, was jo doubt.

Chaplin, meanwhibe, had been
indicted on Mann Act (the 1910 law
forbidding lransportation of women
°  Aacross state hines for momoral purposes)
and civil rights charges n 1944, Davd
+ Plart, the Daily Worker® movie crific,

opined that Chaplin was being framed
by “appessers” of fascism as ponsh-
ment for making The Greer Dicwator,
(Platt conveniantly forgot that he him-
seil hed praised The Grear Picrator as
an anfi-interventionist film.) In reality,
Chaplin®s nemneses were gossip colum-
niat Hedda Hopper and US. Attorney
Charles H. Carr. Hopper was outraged
i that Chaplin bad pressured his latest
"disoovery,” an emotionally trowubled
young womay named Josm Bary, into
% having two illegal abortions within six
k) monthe. For Cars, Chaplins politics was
just a convenleni peg on which to haog
n high-profile investigntion af polica
corruption in Beverly Hills,

Comtrary 1o the Attenborough bio-pic, 1.
Edgar Hoover had littie o do with the federal
prosacution, Hoover Tecognized that Carr had a
weak cese and kept bis distance. While investigar-
ing the Mann Act chorge, however, FBE agents
began to suspeet that Chaplin might be planning 1o
defact to the Soviet Union. Tt was rumored that he
bad been offered the post of head of the Sovies
illm 11‘|l.']|15tl}' ag & [ure (Chaphne even joked about
the offer with Barry asking ber, “Jornic, what
wonild you think if I became a somtimissari™)

Thess susplcions wers revived in 1952
when Chaplin scheduled the opening of his latest
film, Lirnefighs, for London, two weeks before the
American Presidental election, Chaplin, who had
never become a U5, citizen, had been transferring
his American assets to his wife, Oona, and confid-
ing 1o meods that he was leaving the coumtry for
pood. Artorney General James P MoGrenery
made @ pre-emptive strike, revoking Chaplins re-
entry permit the day after he satled for BEurope.

There is no hard evidence that Chaplin
meant to visit Moacow, mouch less defect, though
the Soviets wers certainly eager to have him. In
any event McoGranary’s action probebly did more
damage to Ametica’s image abroad than any sur-
prise announcement Chaplin might have planned
Tor the [Cimelighs premiere. Tronbcally, anti-
Stalinists ke Irving Kristol, the sort of commenta-
tors Chaplin dismissed as “fascist," were among
the first to criticize MeGranery aod argoe that
Chaplin ought oo be allowed to return to the 115,

Chaplin endad his days in Switzerland
socializing with jet-setters snd crowned hegds paw-
qurd, 8 voluntary tex exole from Grest Britain whose
welfare state be praised in speeches bet declined to
belp pry for In the end, he was more than a little
disgusted with kis Communist friends, complaining
that they abways seemed to want something from
hirn. What a discovary! If only Chaplin had caught
on to this eariier, his remarkable carcer wy,
might fave comé to a happier conclugion, ‘.@ i

¥ i
Foyee Miflon ir co-author of The Rosenberg Fila i
Her baok an Charlie Chaplin, Tramp, will be pab-
lishad thir yaar. J
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THE NUTTY FPROFESSOR, convinued from poge I

holding the approprately designated ticker and takes
possession of K seat saving be is sorry to sce her
meonvenienced, Resigning hersell to the inevitable,
K goes 1o relocate hereell in coach,

hooks s outraged. Umeilling (o give up her
own fr! class acoommodation 10 jodn her friend, the
professaor: s her attendion to the white stranpen; “1
stare him down with rage, 121! bim that 1 do not wan
to hear his Ebersl apologies, g repeated iosstence
that Gt was not his faciy” [ am shouting 21 him that i
i5 mot a guestion of blame, that the mistake was
understandable, bt (RBar the way K was trested was
coqnpletlely Uantnhlr,l:lwt it reflected both racism
and sexism,” Whitey, no liberal wimp, atteropts o
defend himself. Ha lets her know “in no uncertain
terrns™ that be fecls the apology be hes alresdy made
15 eneugh and that the professor “showdd lesve him be
tovsit back and enjoy his Bigh.”

But this black Madame Defargs will have
none of i " Ta no uncerisin fesms F et bim knowe that
he bad an opportunity 1o not be comphict wih the
racism and sexism that is g0 all-pervasive in this soc-
2ty (that he knew no white man would have been
called oo the loud spesker (o come 10 the front of the
plane while ancther white male took kis seai.. )" Say
what? Drefarge: "Yelling at fim [ said, 'Tt was not o
question af your giving up the seat, it was an oocasion
for yor o intervens in ihe herassment of a Black
womnan_""

Her mvective exhausied, hooks tales out a
pad and starls to pen the notes fom which she later
composex this sccount. ©1 felt a ‘killing sage," she
remembers “ 1 wanied ko stab him softly, @0 shioot him
with 1he pun I wished [ had tm my purse. And as |
witched his pain, | wouldsay to m tenderdy ‘racsm
Murte.”” While hooks i thinking these tender
thoughts, her intended victm senses the smaoldering
hostitity aimed in his direction. “The white man
seated next o me watched suspicionshy whensvar T
reached for ny purss. As thongh I were the black
trightrnare that haunted bis deessns, be seemed 10 be
w*ljtlng fooe rog 0 sirike, to be the fulfliment of biz
racist imagmation. 1 feaned towands him with my
legal pad and made sure he saw the mile writien ia
tokd priot: ‘Killing Rage.™

Teo pages after recounting this bizage
episock:, now 8 tex! about racial oppression in the
srodemy of radieal thonght, beoks makes the follow-
ing pbservation: “Lecturing on race and sachm all
around this coeniry, T am always amazed when 1 hear
white folks speak about their fear of black pecple....”
Like other racicals, hooks &= nnable to connect the
REEression she projects (o the reactlon she provokes.
Her unwitting seif-revelafion is actually a parsdigm
of the radical mind in relztion o the Amerien it ioves
to hate,

Smee we all have a bleeding heart, howaver
well dispuised, 12earched in vain through hooks” text
to find a ressonable source for her killing rage, one
thal would reach beyond the irivia of this eccasion.
one that would sender ey outburst less embarmassing
01 only for her, bt fior Jer pubbsher, her wnivemsity
and her admiring leplons, But my search wis truly m
vain. I found po livany of racial incidents—even the
mvpcation of a past involving relatives who were
shaves or victimized by the Klan or enmeshed in the
eriminal justice system—that might jusiify murderous
thewghts, or even e verbal abuse of a stranger,
whose: puilt seems, in hooks' own rendering, nog only
alstract but debatable. Nothing. Nothing but homog-
eniredd anper and a passion tom Lo tatters.

Stll & refatively yoump woman, hooks has
already achieved the kind of Mssdemic fame and tmsd-
tutivnal validation that amy of her peers. white or
black, would envy, including a six-fignee income and
plobal itinerary {Hying frst class), Her lectures o
"white supremacy” and relsted “black femninist™ bat-
tle themes take her all over America and also
Europe, where she is able 1o sdvance her catize aot in
he usual coffee-homse bunkers of political van.
ghards, but m ke cathedeals of the high colturs, Ry
expenses graefolly paid by administratos of venara.
bl= collegia copvinced. appareatly, that their flocks
could use a st dase of killing raps,

All this success, all the honors and inteDec-
tual power conferted, do not caugs the shightest kesi-
tation for hooks, who, like 50 many other Bwned-
over and spoiled black intellecneals, just woa't take

ez for an aoswer, As she explaing “My rage intensi-
fics hecawse | am not a victim,™ Like ather radicals
hooks iseager to cat her cake and have 1t too, 10 accu-
mulate the privileges of the comfortable while enpey-
mg the motal gratifications that come with posturing
as a champaon of the afflicted; 10 wear the disinter-
atted mantle of the schobar and still bs a wardor for
TATISIN CRImEE.

OF conrse it oocurred 10 me almost instanis-
neously after reading that fvat weird seatence of ber
book, thist if hooks were not vadical and black, her
confesston abaot wanting e kill would bave pro-
voked slarm. (Just a5, 100 ). Simpson wers white and
his victins black, it & mconceivable that he would be
playing golf roday.) Tnter-racial bomicide, when con-
tempated by

“tm i LR T T A
i shll & serious matter. Bat in T]lE- pre-
vailing liberal ethos, black killing rage apuinst whites
must never be understond as individual pathology,
but always a3 the redress of historical grievances, Or,
as many blacks actuelly do seem to regard i morally
justified “paybeck.™ In the progoessive view, as
espoused by tenured adicals ke bell hooks, it i
even & neceasary stage on the path w “lbemstion.”
The development of & proper killing rape &, in fact,
nol omly politically comrect but morally salutary for
the oppressed, if they are not supinely 10 submit to
Thedr fate.

The re.pmmm of kitling rage, 3 professor
books infoang s, is the agenda not of pavchiattiss
and pracemakers, as one might expect, but of white
supremacnts “To perpetuate and moiatain white
supremacy, white folks have colonized black
Ammerpenns, and & part of that colonizing process has
Peen leaching us to repress our rage, to never make
thess the targets of any moper we fzel abong racism,”
White stdents who may resist soeh claims by their
professor arc advised {o consult special fexts: “When
such conflicts arisz,” she informs her academic peers,

“it is alwavs wsehul © send students 10 read Yours fn
Sruggle " The term "struggle” actially undersmtes
the situation ns books and her commades construet it
What is really heppening in Amercs & on *on-godng
Black penocide and the patarchyy war apadnsg
women” Rage, in these dreemstances, = not oaly
“heahng,” it "revoluticnar:” Besier still, it & se¥-
defense. Blacks who lack rage are merely allowing
themsehves to be viclims of the genocidal campaign
that white America & waging aganst thep: “When
we embrace viclimization, we sumrender o rage. "

This parlicular ﬂ:uuﬁlt introducss a com-
panion meditation, which comprises the sacond essay
in hooks" text, and which & about 2 black man who
did not surrender his rage. Colin Ferguson wias 3
somesime collége student (perheps even & reader of
professor hooks” texts), the scion of & prosperous
lmm.:anfamil:.r.hrgmnmade himsedfl a footnote
in the text of every radical Clamewitz on the subject
of race war by gm;mananhudrampa;mm aLong
Istand commuter train tmending, a= he explained in a
note, to avengs “racsm by Chocasians and Uncle
"l'hr.uu“Th: deranged Ferguson managed 1o kill six
people, all Asian or white. (But nobody, T thirzk, ever
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referred to him as a black "genocida) racist™—a tenn
apparently eeserved for white police officers who use
the “Neword” in talking the ratk, slthough, unlike
Fergusom, they dont walk the walk) The Ferguson
tragedy oould saslly qualify as 2 text for a sermon on
the dangers in attempting to fusiify & mce-direcred
rage. Yel noong, least of al bell hooks, hes mounted
the palpit. Conseguently, the enraged and deranged
Ferguean is, in certain quartess, catching oo as a rey-
olwticnary  hero fostead. Martin  Simmons, an
Imstructor in English at Mew York University, was
quoted In & recent Vimiy Feir ] have colleagues
whao t2ll we they're patiing his picture on the wall
next 1o Makcolm 2.7
Ingtrad of preaching against the Long Tsland
commiuter massacrs, professor hooks oses it a5 anoth-
er ocraston for renewing her racial rage, which she
cossele with & narcssstic fervor. Az hools mter-
prets the semiotics of the ingdent, it becomes a tex|
o oy the while mecia bag tumed Ferguson’ deed
o a racially charged mage “Even though the
gunnan carvied i his pocket a list containing the
natmes of male Black leaders, the white-dominated
mass medin wmed bis pathological expresion of
anger fowards blacks aod whites nto & rage against
white people” She cun't deny that he did set oot to
attack the white oppressor, but Ferguson also had a
“complex I.I'ld.ersﬁnding of the nanure of oeo-colo-
ninl macism,” which the press deliberately ohscursd:
“Hie held accountable all the provps who help per-
petuste and mainiain insiiutionalized racism, includ-
Ing hisck folks [Le., Elncle Toms]™ By marspulating
the fects, the white media wes sble to tum the tragedy
into “a way to sereotype black males a3 imational,
engry predaiors,” instend of an occssion “ 1o highlight
white IpremAcy and s potential ‘maddeming
impact.™
This tagk was left o William Kunsiler, the
late rackcad advocate of the criminal svd oppressed,
who offered o defend Ferguson wsing the “black
rage theory.” Kunstler argued that white society dri.
ves black people fito 2 homicidal rege for which they

' ars not respoasible. Ferguson, aceoeding to Kunstler,

wis "not responsible for hiz own conduct..white
tacism is 00 bhame.” A Nagosod Law fourpl survey
tken af the tme found that two-thinds of blacks
miterviewed, agread with Kunstlers © DI{EL’.I.'EE,E the.
ory. ¥rofessor books offers her awn supportive angc
dotal insight: "In the aftemath of the train incidens, 1
heard many well-of black peaple express their iden-
tiffcatbon with the killes™ She herself did not take aoy
pleasire in the racial morders, but she does gppear to
enjoy reporting that she “heard many weakthy and
privikeed black folls express plessure, These revela-
tions surprised me sinee 50 nﬂrl}'nfl]]-&'!li Ferilkes spamil
their working and inbmate lives in the ocomnpay of
whl'l-: colleapoes

Moat blocks who barbored such feelings
kept them fo thesgsives, at the thme. But some did
not. During a rally at Howard University, the
"Harvard” of bleck colleges, Nation of Islam
spokeesman Khalid Muhammad compared the psy-
chopaith 0 rebel slave leader, Mat Turper
Muhammad told a cheering, looghing sudiencs of
middle-class black etodents: “God spoke to Calin
Ferguson and said 'Catch the wain, Colin, catch the
lm wr

Like other Americans who do oot happen to
be black, I didn® pet moch of & yuck oot of this
ul:m:mty. et if | can’t say that ¥ struck me as funny,
[ will allow that Muhemmadt satement hed signifi-
o, Ji B reactions fike (his and the eltion that fol-
lowed the aeqoittal of the obvicusly guilty O
Simygmon in the black community, that make hooks
such a telling witneas about sehat has recently seemed
Eke a0 epademic of Black racial hetred.

Studies conducted at the Million Man
March called by rackst demagogue Louis Farrakhan
hist Mowember reveal that 40% of the pasticlpants
had college educations and meomes exceeding
350,000, and more than 7% had incomes of more
than $25,000 and weze thas also solidly middle-class.
Famrakhan & now the most popalar black leader
smeng educated blacks, and be sod his minion
Eahlid Muhammad are easily the most covered and
well-paid speakers before black student associations
acrogs the country, Tnviting black racists o college
campuses in defiance of white aenzitivities has
b:n:lm:, in hr:r, & rite of African-American awihen.

tciy for black shudent groups everywhere.
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Mor can il be dismissed ax mere accident
thai—in contrast 1o the historical experiznce of all
other ethnic groups—it iz educated and midde clas
mermribers of the black community whoe are e mogl
hogpitabls o the papocidal tackm and Gnt-Sermitic
rantings of Farrakhan, Muhammad and the follosers
of their eult. What other ethnic community in
Ainerics would march one million serong behind
their anlkSemites and meostsT The Ku Khx Klan
can’t even sssemble 3 publie demondirabon of 1=
members that exceeds 10, of escape counter-demuon-
strations which oninumber iis own 30w 1,

Equally sinking s the general tolerancs for
racist outrage when commtted by blacks In the
wake of the Millipn Man Masch, a white man was
barmned alive by blacks in Chicago, 8 pregnant white
welfare mother and her (wo white children were mur-
dered by three Blacks who ripped a black Eetus cut of
her womb in Illinoks, seven whites were torched by a
back racist in Herlem after profests aganst the very
presence of the white-owned store they wers in, and
a Hack city worker m Fort Laoderdale gunned down
fiwe whike co-workers, withoast a singhe ackaoadedg-
ment by any public Spure or the netions press that
the black community might have fls own raciel prob-
lermn

Actiually this anomaly—he epidemic of
mkile-class biack rage and the abscoce of comme-
sponding outrape on the part of public afficials and
Ihe hiberal press when confronted by Black racism—
is prownded m @ perception of Amcrica’s racs prohb-
lern that wag ficst announced some 30 yoars ago an the
wake of the o that afficted Watks, Detrolt and
other mamer cities m the mid-6k. It s & perception that
became passé in the s, bat has mow retwmed with 2
venpeance. Thiz iz the idea that it i rot so omuch acm-
al rackis, or even legal discrimination that creates &
gerios problem for biack Americs. Instead ot s
“mstitutional racism,” a subtle bt pervasive nflu-
encs an sockal I::]:rp-::rl'unﬂ].r and behavion

Instistional racism is an idea that origicated
a8 nphrmm a government répogt an.the Watis not,
hecame part of the New Left worldview, and has

recently re-emerged in the “maldcnltucal™ acadenyy,”

where it Tes metastasized in an elaborate body of
pseuda socal-ecientific cant in which any statistical
dizparity of black repeesentation anywhers in the cul-
ture can be presentsd as proof of white makvolznee
and the necessity For preferential remediss, (One
such acadamic “study™ appeared in the Brrernational
deurral of Social Prechiary, where iwas alleged thas
“istitutional racism” was the major factor in the hiph
incidence of achizophrents fovmd in Jamaicans who
lived in the LS. and Enpland.)

In a tma ke otr own when serendipitios
ik Bark Furhmen are rare, the wden of “mstitotion-
al raciam" is ebviowsly a podsend dor block dema-
pogues fencful of poing out of business, This theory
kesps the decam alive. Whils slightly mome
respectable than Farrakhan® crackpok religious
explanations (whites are "devils” invented by a mad
scientst named Yaoub), the thecry of institotional
racism msEpives oo kessaweeping indictments of whits
depravity, The unspoken assuemption of evety affir-
mative action policy & that mstitotions whers whites
predominate must be coarced into being fair to bladk
appiicants. Bur does even the mest fanatical advocate
of quotas believe that Harvaod, Yale pad otber mst-
tutioms of the Hheral elite would be contrving o keep
quekied Albcan American stodenis rom enfry in
the absence of affiomeative action Lees?

Then why are such laws neosssary? Becanse,
their proponcots arpue, the inffesnce of “institafion-
ol racism®™ is 50 subtle and 5o deécply ingrrined, that
admizsions officers at Tarvard and Yzl would
exclude African Americans withoot realiing  what
thay were domg, Say whal?

g all-purpose concept of “inditutonal rasism™

oogineted with the Kermer Commission Report
folkwnng the urban riods of the Sixties. It was an
attempt to explain—and to jestify—the paradog of 4
rebellion against @ legel system that had juet achieved
equality before the law (in the Civil Rights Acts of
1064 snd 1965) for all Americans. This was the
mament that ushered in what might be called theses
ond civil-rights era, whose most distinguishing
achievement hes been the squandeang of the moral
tegacy of the first, and the restruciormg of the evil-
rights apends around wictimizs ton and ever-cscalat-

ing demands for "redress of past injustice™ ag @ rad.
cal cause. The pivodal lepislasion of this cause has
haen the sysietn of racial preferences that is sub-
sumed under the mibric of "affirmative action™

It is becavse fthe theory of “stiufions]
racism® and the affirmative-action polickes it has
spowned are a radical rejection of the Amencan sys-
temn—of individual rights, equal opporiunity smd @
single Yepal standard—that the most deamadic anonm.
aly of the second civil-rghts era has been prodoced;
Whereas the cvilnghts movernent onder Martin
Luther King achieved its zims with the support of
miost American cirlzens and 0% majorites in both
howses of Congress, the cpment civil nghts agenda =
apposed by a majocity of the Amerman pablic and
lewmakers, This opposition reflects the nability of
sk Aumericans to accepd the double standard and 1o
underitand the persistence of “back rage™ in the face
of coormous socsal, cultural and economic gains by
Adfvican Americans, and their own senss that they
accept African Amcricans as full pariners o

hell haoks

America’s dvec oompact. This sense of themselves,
moreover, i cortoboreted by every major opimon
aurvey on race relatkons which shows unprecedented
Tevels of acceptance by white Amenca of its Back cit-
xS,

Why, a5 racwl prejodics declines amons
white Amencani has black anger inceased? The
ubiquitoss angwer given by the orvil-dghts left is mnsti-
witional racism. The filure of the sest of Amerdo o
genuilect in response has spawned the peculiar angst
of Bell hooks and her comrades. “Why,” writes hooks,
25 it so dafficult for many white {olks 0 understand
that racism: is oppressive nod because whice folks have
prejudicial feelings shout Hacks (ihey coukd have
such feelings and leave us alons) Dol becawss i iz a
avsiemt thal promoles dootnation and subjugation™
femphasie added) Echoing hkooks™ complamt is
enpther icon of the radical acadesny, Communs
Party spokeswomen Angela Davis Interdiewed in
the double Esae of the Mew ¥erker devoted to mes
relations, professor Diavis avents the passing of the
Sinties when “there’ was a greal deal of dEoessos
#hout_.the importance of understanding the strictur-
if components of racmm, There was an imderstand
ing that we coulin® assume that rackEm was just
about prejodice—which, unfortenatsly, ia what not
coly congervatives buot Gherals are arguing foday”
{emphasis added)

For radicals ke hooks mnd Davis, whoss
preatest fear i3 obviously that they will be deprived of
their rape which iz the basis for their schick, racsm i
o0 longer about prejudice (which, though stll a pees-
ence, it clearly om the wana) but about all disparitias
between backs and whites (each lmped together as
one rea8l caterory despite the ancemous dreparity
within those groups). Just a5 Mandats are convinged
that class oppeessiods ex=s whes &vetivone s not eco-
nomically equal, 5o race tadicals know that racial
oppresion ¢xstd when noy statistical dspardy coops
up between tacial gronps. 50 long, of coumse, as the
dizparity works dgainst the Yoppressed.” Mo one, for
example, argues that the overrepresentation of
blacks in sports 15 the resul of institutional raciam
and requires 3 government remedy. The fact that

fousr-fifths of the donut shops in Californis are owned
by Cambodians also fails o 2licit proposals for affir-
mative for non-Cambodizng who are exciuded.

Unhappity, the racialst view of Amsncn
socinl mstiutions s not just a matter of lefi-wing
apmicn but 18 incorparated into & body of law as
well. Mot smee the sepregationist era has the bui-
ireszing of a mcialst philcsophy been the work of
Amencan law schools. Bul now, at Hervard,
Stanterd and other (oimits of academic legal scholar-
ship, representatives of the schoof of “Critical Race
Theorists™ argue that Blacks can do 0o wiong and
whites can do no dehe Seting abour the work of
developmg the theory of institutional rackm, these
{aw professors defend the mportance of 2 *'mce con-
scaous perspestive” They claborate upon the theo-
ry that only whitcs can be recist (because “only
whites have power”) and even go so Far as {o defond
cornrmon black crammals, &8 rebels against an oppres-
mve systom (while of course deploring the cffects of
“hlack-mo-black crimee"), Not simee Genmany m the
thirties have such clearly racialst doctrines been pro-
rrtifpaced from the el mstitutions of a nation and
the wner sancta of its laws.

Mot surprisingly, the thems of instintionzd
racism was the text of Jesse Jackson’s holf-Hierate
ramt at the Milion Man Morch: "We'va come hena
todey because thers 5 a structorsl mallunclion
Agpenca, IE wes stroctured o the Constitution and
they referred 1o us as thoee-fifths of & human being,
legally. Thare's a structural mafuncion, That's sy
theres acrack in the Liberty Bell, Thersh a strachir-
al malfunchion; theyignored the Kemmer Report. Mow
we have the burden of tvo Aunericas; cne balf-gkvs
and one kalf-free.” (In which hall does Tackeon, a
celebrity millionaire, locate hinseliT)

The utility of “structoral” racism for dema-
gopues like Jackson is that, whils recogiizing that the
vast majority of whites are no longer ovently racist,
they can use it o make all whites guilty nopethekess,
Mo oo hizs o De a rmost in acteal thooght or deed 1o
partiipale in a racs! syslem or reap iis benefits; Since
the Spstem “benefits” whites most (becanse statist.
cally they enjoy the greatest success), only whites, aa
8 group, can properdy be called its beneficiaries. Omly
wintes can have powern And therefore be TaciiL

In understanding this tonured logic, bell
books is an unfaiiing guide. Like Farmakhan and
oifer radicals, she prefers the term “whita uprems-
oy o “racet” m describing the enemy—Dbecauwse the
Initer suggests & scarch for individal culprits, when i
is the Systeen that i at Bt Profesor hooks tells us
that the revelation thar led o her wse of the enm
came when she encountered white women in the
feminist movement who were nol racisl in the radi-
Gonal sense. They actually sought the Eomradeship
of blacks but snll “wished (o exerciee control over our
hodies and thoughts as thedr recest mnoestors had @
Whatever specifics be bebind this paranaid imege of
body-and-thought-controal  (hooks doesn provide
detals), the emotional bottom line iscdean Asz long an
hooks feels less powerful in any relationship she has
with whites—and for whatovar cesson—she will
regard bersedf as o victim of racism. Ome suspects dhit
many successhul blacks gee racists under the bed from
similar impulses, and for simidar reasons respoad
lavorably to racist incilements like Lowis Farrakhan's
claim ko the million men hezssembled in Washington
that "the number-one geoblem in he world 18 white
SOTEmEcy.”

Omece socepied, of course, the concept of
instifutional racsm 8 w0 powerful that blacks who
embrace it are sot only insulsted from the charge of
their oan racem, but exculpated in advance for any
ez they mopht conumut. Thus heoks, in a kiad of
pre-emptive jury sullification, fnds hersell mnocent
of the mupdee she winted o perpetrate: "Had 1 killed
the white man whose belavior evoked that rage, T
feel that i would.. hove besn cavsed by..tbe madness
engendered by a patholomeal combext.™

When blacks commit cames, the truly guiity
party is ahways the raost Systern that made them do
it. Which s why even otherwise law-abidiop backs
could celebrate the release of B donble-murdeger ke
OL). & “gelling & brother off." Evem when hooks
docs not identify with an odious African Armerican
deed, she finds & way (o éxtenuate it. When dealing
with Farrakhan'k antl-Semitle polsons, for example,
whicki she does not endorse and which even make her
uncomioriable, she asks:
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From whom do young black folks get
the noticn that Jews control Hollywood?
This slereotype trickles down from main-
stream white cubfure.,. Indeed, if we were (o
investigats why masses of bleck youth al
over the United States koow who Louls
Farmakhan 18, of Leonard Jeffries, we woulkd
probably find thar white dominated mass
media have beon the edocational sousce. .

So,..if the white media did their job and
censodred black leaders like Farrakhan he
wioild have s bleck followers.,

Of course, hooks” reasondng & 5o nooherent
and circular thet she could just as well Blame the
"white-dominated media™ {or giving blacks (he
inrpresaon thal America & instibetionally racit, sino:
the madia have bonght the radical theary kock, stock
and Barrel. To dite one dlusirative case: A from pags
“rews artcle” in the Los Anpeles Times, January 10,
1583, purported to show that the wadinonal ladder of
uprwvard maobility for Americas mmnorties no longer
existed, tharks 1o irstitwional rackon. The uaspoken
bt of the article was that if thes oppartunity did-
o't exist, then—without affirmative actoo—aone
wiiihd:

Wihites Eam More At Al Levels,
Challengmng Belizf that Education
ie the Key to Parity Data Shows

Whether they have dropped out of bigh
school or invested vears in a graduate
depree, whether they have atrggled o mas-
ter English or not, Califranias minorities
earn substantially Jess than Anglog—a dis-
parity that challenges the lomg-held tenet
that edveation is a key to sgoality...

This “study,” a8 reported by the Tomes, was
probably more, powerful in persuading middle-class
Blzcks who read it thl the system wasstacked aganst
them, than ali the spesches of Lonis Farrekhan put
together. But although the Tiner’ study was conduct-
ed from actual census Ggures by the Thres’ own sta-
tstical analyst, it showed nothing of the kind. The
sthnic ies used in the analysis were * Anglo.”
“black.” “Latino” and “Asian” But the temm
“Anglo” actually included a host of minodties—
Jews, Armenians, and Asabe to name & fow—aio
themselves are viclims of oneoing hate crimes and
discrimination, yet—{or reasons unexplained m the
study—provide its yardsticks of success. The
oppressed categories were also sospicionaly stacked.
“Latinos,” tor example, 14 a spurious grouping which
inclodes South Amercan Indians and dezcendants of
Spansh  conguistadms,  Pomuguese-apeaking
Bragilizns, Jow-income Puerto Ricans aod high-cam-
ing Cubans,

In sdditon, the Tomer analysic made no
allowance for the kiod of edieational degrees, gradu-
ate or otherwise, that the targedy ol its study pos-
sested. It is well known that Blacks and Tatinos wnd
1o seck degrees in low-paying fiekls hke education
tathier than in higher-paying fehls like physics or
engineering. Finally, the Tiwes amalysts mede no
allowance for age or on-the-job expetience, critical
components of earning potendial, Yet the Tivees primi-
ed useless statistics and & racially mflammatory story
nonetheless, and probably (el ke it was doing the
right thing in confinning the existence of institubony
racism., Wher 1 read the story, I actually became
meensed enongh 10 call the reporters, who sheepish-
by admitted that they did rot have the data to make
the claims they had, but defendad the decision 1
print them anyway, employing the Tawana Brawley
theory of ruth: even i the article was wrong, it was
right.

concept of msbitubonal macism, devised by
radical acadernics and promoded by an imespon-
sible media, has led directly to snother expression of
oppressed rage called “black Eberztion theology.” 1t
chief text, written by Jarnes Cong, is published by the
Marykroll press—an outfit of liberation theologians
who & decade or so app thought they might find
Christ toting an AK-47 among the Sandinista dicta-
s &nd the Saivadorean guerrilias. Cone came toihe
oomchision thal even if whites were not mdividuaily

racist, white rackem was 5o oppressive (o biscks thar
whites should be obliterated asyway:

Miost whites. .do helieve in ‘freedom in
democrecy,” and they fght w make the
idcels of the Constinstion an empircal reali-
ty for all, It seems that they believe that,
we just work hard encugh at i, this countey
ran be what it cught to be Bot # never
dawns on these do-gooders that what &
wrong with Amefica # ned its failoce to
make the Constitution a reality for all, bt
rather i belef thet persons can affiom
whitenzss and bumanity ar the same time.
Thiz country was founded for whites and
everything that has happened @ it has
emerged from the while perspective.,. . What
we necd Bothe destruction of whiteness,
which is the source of human misery in the

wioeldl

This kirsd of Afro-nazism wonld seem hard
to swallow even for bell hooks, Bui she manages to
gobhle it down without diffieulty; “Cone wanted 1o
eritically awaken and educaie readers so that they
woidd not omly break through dendal and acknowd-
edpe the avils of white supremacy, the grave injus-
tices of racst domination, but be =0 moved that they
would righteously and mifitantly engage = ant-
racist strupgle.” More likely they would sleaply take
out their aggressions on the nearest whits mdividual,

According w hooks, of sourss, this dosan't
hesppen. “It is a’mark of the way black Americans
cope with white supremacy that there are few report-
&d incidents of black rage against racism leading s
to targer white folks..[Whites| clabm 1o fesr that
black people will hurt them even though there is 10
evidence which suggests that black people rourmely
buet white peophe in this or any other culiure.”

Actally there i, Last year, according to
LIS, Department of Justics siatistics, there wess
l.54 million violent crimes by blacks against whites.

comirasts with 187,000 vialent crimes by whites
against blacks, or ope-filtieth the rate, adjested for
relative popolation size. The crime of rpe—am nct
of anger and aggression—satands by itzelf 6s a siate-
tic. In 1994, there wers 20,000 rapes of white
women by black men, but anty 100 repes of black
women by white men, OF course, the radical clerks
have instirtionsl explanatons for this depredation
ag well. )

In a book thar has already becorne a bible
for the movement, Professor Andrew Hacker—a
white professor with a politically comect “race con-
sCions” perspective-—discusses the fact that while
blacks constitute only 12% of the population, they
commit 43% of the mpes, nclodiog rapes of white
women where (he is quick to emphasize) the risk m
tivem is proster:

Eldridge Clegver onee claimed that vio-
lating while women has politieal inen-
tiams... Each such act biings further demoral-
fzation of the dominant rmce, exposing ifs
inability to protect its own women fram the
worst kind of depredation. Certaindy, the
condidons black men face in the Uniied
States gemerate far more anger and rage
than is ever expericnced by white men. To
be & man iz made doubly diffienlt, sioce our
ape continues 1o associate ‘mantiness’ with
worklly snecess. If black men vent their frus-
frefions on women, It @5 parly Decouse e
weren ard more avadithle ag Gwrgels, com-

. pared wath the real centers of power, which
restaafn o inchoate exd revote. (emphiasis

widifecly

For the Sixties black radical as for the
Mineties white Lberal, the act of rape-—when conr-
mitted by blacks—i no Jonger a vicioos act agadasta
defeseless mdividual, bt an understandable
atfampt 1o stike oaf at the real culprit—the white
et svste.

In the last analysts, 2l these argnments are
really extensions of the Hemer Comoiission's
atternpt to use the coneept of “instititional racsm™ o
Justify a civil dod. It shoold be oo surprise that a most
prominent member of the tenured bilack ledt,
Harvard professor Come] West, & radical clerk with

even more stellar credentiaks than his one-time co-
author, bell books, applauds the 19972 cvil ourrage in
Los Amgeles, which destroyed 58 lives and 2000
Enrean businesses {Kaorcans having been targeted by
the black comommily as a racial violator of it wef).
WWest called this race riol a "monumental upheaval
[that] was a multiracal, trans-class, and lasgely male
display of justified social rage.”

Racism, as bell hooks informs s, hurts. And
the racisie hurt not ondy the rest of us, but themselves,
[ndeed, the selfinflicted wound is often the resl
provocation for their rage. Refurning to the mdident
on the plane flight that began her meditations, hooks
reveal—withoot o hint of selfcopsciousness—just
how the mishap that deprived her dend of & fmst
class ssat occurmed. 1t began with a series of fandliac
urban frustrations (yes, bell, éven whites have them).
The professor; her antennac lert for manifestations
of the white supremacist order, instantly converts
ezch of these incedents into a racial cavay Balli:

From the moment K and I had hailed a
b om the Mew York City street that after-
moon we werg confronbing recism. The
cabby wanted vz to leave his (831 snd toka
another; he did oot want to drive 1o the akr-
porl. When 1 seid that 1 would willingy
leave bt also repoat bim, he agreed o teke
T3

They faced “simdlar hostility™ when they
stood m lme for their Mrat-closs npprades at the adre
pOrt:

Ready with our coupon upgrades, we
ware grected by two voung white ailine
employess who continued their personal
convegsation and acted ag thoush if were &

pread inferruption to serve ug,

Impatient to be served, hooks mwemupts fhe
etnployees' -mumsaj:h::n and i rebufled by ane of
them, who intetjees something like “Excuse ma, bt
Lwasn't talline to you ”h:unks‘ﬁmnmnmmmhm
bier reaction until she crextes an actoal racial neident:

When | supgested o K that | never ses
whirte males receiving such treatment in the
firsr-clzss tine, the white famale insisted that
‘race’ had nothing to do with i, that she was
JUEE Trying to serve us a5 quickly as passible.

Fven the white female's efforr to smooth
over the sibwation i@ taken raciolly by hooks. She
kaoks over her shoulder and sees that gline of "white
men” has formed in back of them, and condudes that
0 serve these privileged males her rormentors now
“were indeed cager to complets our transaction even
il % meant showing ao courtese™ To spite them all,
and make everyooe wait anyway, hooks stemmons a
supervisor o wham she again complains about the
recism of the airline smplovess. The supervisor Hs-
term and apologizey, while the tickess gre processed
by the “white female.” When the: transaction is com-
plete, hooks Lakes o corsory plance at the tickets she
has obtained for herself and her friend K. She looks
up quickly, however, to catch the hostility of the
employee she has humiliated, commentiog, “She
locked ot me with a gleam of hatred in bet eye that
startled, it was so intense,”

Somewhere akemg the way through these
emotional minefields, B'S ticket has not been proper-
ly marked for vpgrade, cawsing ber to be "sjected"
from ber seat, She is replaced by the white malke, who
probably waited patienty in the swne line hehind
them, without that hesling rage, and got his ticket
e correcthy.

Professor hooks I8 8 woman intellactually
snd morally over ber head teaching on a uiiversity
[aculty and teying to function as 3 social pundit, But
she B also a porfect expression of the msery the
“multhcultieral” univerzity bas inflicted on itself and
oz the mation as a whole. The coneept of institutional
racism currently m vogme among hooks and her
Imiends is an expression of racial parancia, and noth.
m,gm.nismﬂ:meuenpm*mmm
But it is also twe that by projecting thelr intecurity
amdd mggTession omto thoss aroond them, *-Ml;
paranoids create resl enemics where there
Wera noaes. '-h
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Armageddon, continued from page &

destined (o become the coalition’s bible as
"“Freedom Summer™ unfilds.

Tha author, a Eberal whits female, demio-
nizes whitc males {(“An all-white-male crew of
wailers does not happen by accident. Even pizza
delivery and valet parking are often dominatsd by
whire men™ ), canricaiures opponents of affirmative
action ("Thelr diagnosis of the situation is that
women and mingrily people are not as capable and
do meot strive a5 hard as white men™); and dismiss-
&5 black foes of affirmative with a zeal that suppests
racism {the arguments of Shelby Stesls and Clenn
Loury are “nof éven mildly plavsible” and “ihe
reader is beginning to wonder about the appropr-
ateness of Lourys appointment to the econvoics
department et Harvard™) et her invective
ignores real-life ssoes of affiomative actlon such as
(kose in the San Francisco Fire Department, whese
vagualified affirmative-action hires led 1o acci-
dents and a jodpe maintzined the consent decree
even after the quotas were filled, evideoce thet,
desphis protestations o the contrary, affimative
action has become 2 permanent program not a
femporary remedy. This case and Fred Lynch
Imvisibie Wictime, the only major study of affwma-
five action cffects oo whites, rate not & single
mea tion from Bergmann.

Bat she does eogege i some Freudian
slips that miay Emit her book's usefulness as &
prospective proof-text for the pro-guotas move-
mesl. Speaking of the pegatives of afflrmztive
action, for instance, she admits that “all poient
medicines have side effecis.. o fight a war, you
generally have to suffer some casualties; the war
may also cormupd some of your own soldiers.” This
15 a davnting admission pot unlike the obd Mozt
preseripiion for social violeoce: to rmake an omelst
vou need to break some efes.

If present affimmative-action plans are
continweed, she writes, “there will be gains oulzide
of the lebor market as well. All of wa will benelit
Irom revitalized ceotral cites, lower crime rates,
and fewer panhaodlers, fower bomeless. It will be
easter, more pleasurable, less guilt-inducing, and
safer 10 live m a more just sociebn”

Affirmative action, in short, will provide
everything but fres hoos d'oewvres moevery bar
But Bergmann, a@n economics professor at
Ametican University, fils to dbe a single place
where the Tace and gender preferences she favors
have produced such social and economic bEss

he focus of the militant feminists® and les-
hians™ attack on the CCRI is section C of the
initiative, Drawn directly from the 1964 Civil
Fights Act, Tt states that “nothing in this seclion
shall be imerpreled as prohibiting bona fds qual-
ifications based on sex which are reasonably nec-
exdary to the normal opemmiion of public employ-
ment, public edireation, or public contracting.”
Eupgene Volokh, law professor at UCLA,
nodes thar without this langiage, male geards

could be hired to strip-search female prisoners
and schools coald be forced o allow men on
women's sports teams, which these days is not
entively a frivelous concern. Al Hill, wath Civil
Righis Office of the US, Depariment of
Education, confirms that such cases have beea
increasing, and thas Title 1X rulzs allow boys 1o
compete for spots on pirls teams in non-contact
sports. A Massachusells state court has ruled that
boys cannot be excluded from competing for
places on gitls teams, which has throwna the sys-
tem into ummoll,

The coalitipn against the CCRI calls
Clawse O the “skeleton clanse” which they illos-
trate with & skulls-and-crossbooes lopo. Eleanor
Smeal says that the clause “desiroys the very
fopndation of California women's rights taw,” and
the campaign bas retained a high-profile legal
team t0o maks the point.

Erwin Chemeginsky of T/5C law schood
and Laurie Levenson of Loyola lew school logged
countless hours during the Simpson tried and bave
become the Captam and Tenille of LA legal
coverage, Chemerinsky, whe slse wocked im the
effort o deoy confirmation 10 Claresce Thomsas,
says that CCRL wall allow discrmination agamst
women and girds that is nod permitted under cur-
reot law,

Author Shelby Sizele calls this ides
“disingengous" and “Orwellian.” He says, "Tts so
obviously a sirategy. I've never scen & political
izzue where their band was =0 obvious, They are
tzking the parl wsing gender to protoct women
and turming it around. People will see through
that.” COCERI co-chair Pam Lewis, a motheeof four
davghiers und o Democcat who voted for George
MeGovern, agrees: “T doott think anyope will
take it seriously. T think its preposterous that any-
one would think that in the present day that any-
hady could look-at 2 wamen and teil her to ga
back in the kifchen”

CORY does not affect federal protections
nor these in the Califorma constilubion. B
Chemerinsky still calls classe Cits most insidi-
ous provision,” implying that the whole initiative
is mzidious and says it will make for “a far less rig-
vrous stendard” and cxpressty allow sex discrimi-
nation, one of his specialty aress,

This "acalysis" has already had some-
thing of an impact on the media debate abou:
CCEL Mot long after an op-ed picce in the Los
Angeler Times by Chemerinsky sod Leveoson
washing CCRI, the Tones' Cathlesn Decker
wirets & piece oo CCRI reporting, as news, that
“the measwre aleo would strip fom the stals
Constitution the cusrent proteciions women have
agAinst saxial discrimination ia the workplaes *
In addition to being untoue, the lapgoage i
straight from Chemerinsky, thooph not atirb.
uled. Liberal and lefiist pollsters, unable to deny
widespresd support for CCRI, have also played
fast and loose. Liberal pollster Mervin Field, for
example, tried to mitigate the significance of his
owe data lest he give aid and comfort o CCHD

supporters, Commenting on his latest figures,
which showeed 38 pereent of while momen in faver
of CCRI, 28 percent opposed and 14 percent
vedecided, Field felt compelled o tell the San
Frumcisco Chronicle: "If you bave one side saying
clause C is a threat and the other side saying no,
it =o't it still sows seeds of doubt — and thats all
you have to do,”

And inm 2 March Il release on CCRI,
Field reported thet William Beopett had “spoken
out against provisioos of the CCEL™ On March
26 Bemnett shot back thal: “1 have publicly
endorsed the Califprpia Civil Bights Initiative, |
altended the CCRIS initial fendraising mesting in
Los Anpgeles last spring. I confinue o be an
enthusiastic supporier of CCRIL and 1 will do
everything I can o help pass this initiative,
Indeed, Vintend to visit Califoroia again to reitor-
ate oy support and i belp raise fupds,”

Some women feel that this carcfolly
orchestrated antl-CCRD campaign is not o pre-
veol gepder discriminetion against a minoriy but
to preserve privilzge, aod in some cases monetary
advantage, “There's a lot of money in terms of
ancillary services and to governmeoil,™ says
Barbara Lydick, CED of BAA Associates in San
Diego, a managemen! consulting Srm. In addition
to the army of well-paid burcauccats needed to
enforee i, she notes that "affimnative action for
women has spawned a rather large industry of
sensitivity training.” For The Myt of Male Fower
suthsy Warren Fumrell, o former member of the
NOW board, the lssue B more basie, the transfor-
mation of feminizen from a faction ¢laloung oppo-
sitlon 1o special protection (o & militant Jobby
fiphting to protect its advantages: “By oppasing
CCRI the movement has pome from being in
favor of ervil Aphits (o being agminst civil dghis,”

“Among NOW feminists,” Farrell says,
“thera &= an almoat identical attitude toward men
gs Mazis bad toward Jews. The Nazs said Jews
had the money, the power and that the problam of
sovicty waa with Jewa.” Novelist Sally Cruinn uses
A different metaphor.

"Like Communizm in the fommer Soviet
empnte, ha mavement in it present form has ont-
lasted iy usefulness,” sbe writes, “Like comumu-
mists who denied the existence of God and the
vight b worshap, lenders of the femimst movement
overlooked the despast, most furdamental nesds
of their coosttvensy. . . The truth is thet many
women have come 10 see the faminist movement
a5 anti-male, aoti-chald, anti-family, aoti-feminime.
And rherefore it has notaoe fo do with us™

Supporters of povervmment di.p;n'_mjnaﬁ.uu
krow that the political frade winds Blow ezt from
Califormia and that Florida, Colorado, Qregom,
Washington, and Ilinoks are considering simitar
ballot messiures, which have sleo been introduced
in 17 statés and the 11.5. Congreass.

*What happens here is a pational isgoe,”
says Eleanor Smeal of the ppeoming condest in
Californie. "If we lose here, we lose &l
ratiomwide.” «*ﬁ
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City Loses Negligence Case

York State Supreme Court ruled
today that the City of New York
must pay fourteen million dollass to the
family of Joan Apoya, an immigrant from
Mexice, who perished in last year’s sub-

Judgc Lois Wahnsinn of the New

way conflagration, when, unable to

understand instructions
shouted at him by firefight-
ers, he ran toward the tracks,
fell off the plarform and
broke his neck. The fire,
which destroyed much of the
Twenty-Third Strest West
Side IRT station, was subse-
guently found to have start-
ed when a homeless man
tried to grill a cheese sand-
wich on the third rail,

Mr. Apovas widow and
nine children seed the Ty Of
New York, charglog that the city's
fnilure to eomply with President
Clintons  Greel  Dur Mew
Americans Dirsgtree (GONATX)
bad resulted in his wrongial dzath, =
Lawyers for the city argoed that a -
ieam of interpreters had been pre-
gerd at the scens, as required by
the directive

The Presidents directive
mendates that every public accom-
moedation musl provide mier-
prefers for all lngoages spoken within 3 given
locality. Each of New York Citys subway lines
mainains stch a team, In addition, smailer teams,
comprised of native speakers of all languages in
use within ten blocks of each of the stops, are on
duty ar the eiiys subway stetions cwenty-four
houes a day.

Since the toam at the scene of the fire had
included pot ooe, but three Spanish interpreters,
the city argued that it had been in compliznce
with GONAD and that the Apoyas’ claim wag
abawrd on its face, However, the Apoyas’ sttorney
explained that Mr Apoya had grown wpin & small
tishing village on the west coast of Mesico in

HETERO

By Judith Schumann Weizner

which, althoogh childres study Spanizh in school,
the lznguage s=poken in most homés s

Chequagotl, wow spoken by fewer than four hun-
drad people. He argoed that, as My Apoya bad
liwed within three blocks of the Eighteenth Sozet
station om the Wess Side IRT lige, the City had
been remiss @ not providing a Chequagot] insee-
preter.

: '#i"'

The city’ atiormey presented the Apora
farnilys Medicaid application on which Spanish
waz Hated a8 the familys danguage of choico, o=
evidence of the baselessness of the Apoyas’ claim.

Asked to explain this seeming contradic-
tion, Mra Apoya testified that, as both she aad
the social worker who aszisted her with the apgli-
cation had been unable to spell *Chequagoesl,”
they had ssttled on Spanish as the Apoyas' lao-
puage of record, despite the fact that Mr. Apova
had often boasied that he had forgoten every-
thing he had learsed i school, including Spanish,

The widew explained that bec busband
usually sent one of the childsen oo ervamds that
might require the use of written or spoken lan-

ARTICLES avo ANIMADVERSIONS o POLITICAL CORRECTNESS

guage and that, aithough only thrée of the chil-
dren cowld make themsslves understood in
English, all of them were fluant in Spanish, thanks
b their school’s biingual insirection poogram.

Testifying via video hook-up through an
interpreter, the Spanish teacher from Mr. Apoya's
village school in Mexico stated that although
young Apova had certainiy tried o learn Spanish,
he had besn singnlarly untaleoted
in that arez and, baving barely
passed the course, could hardly
have besn said to have spoken
Spanish at the time he left Mexico
for the land of opportonity.

The Apoyas' aloTRey
then callad D, Tonathan Stumm,
B cditor of the North American
=1 Journal of Linguo-Fsychology, to
' the siand 1o support his contenticn
that & person not completely flusnt
in an acquired laoguage often
retains the habit of peaying and
eounting in his origingl tengue, and
that in an emergency he would be
mast fikely to reeeiT o the lan.
grage of his youth, Dr. Sturm¥ tes-
timony, delivered in American sign
language through s inlerprefer,
took the preater part of the after-
noon session because Dy Sturm
i was compelled to stop frequently
tadd  due o am attack of bursitis,

: This moming the court
tound the City responsible for the
error on the Apovas” Mediesid
wpplication, raling that the clerk
ghould have indicated her inability to spell
“Chequaaotl” and left the space hlank pending
review by a supervisor. Since the lack of a
Chequagotl interpreter at the Twenty-Third
Sireei =tation sternmed from this orlginal care-
legimesg, the aty was dzemed bable for M
Apoya's death

Asked what she thooght shour the deci-
sion, Mrs. Apoya told reporters through her
Chequagotl interpreter, “Everybody told my hus-
bend if he was going o America he should learn
Euglish or he'd never make any money. T said if
e couldnt learn Spanish what made him.,
think he could learn English? For once he 4
listaned to me,” b -

OX

ooIt’s garlic in
printed form
the vampire
left-wing 1deologyy’

-EJ. (F’Rourke |
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