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BLACK HATE CRIMES

gar midnight on Wednesday,

December 30, 1992, a

motorist discovered the body

of a young woman alongside
U.S. Highway 78 in Dorchester County
near Charleston, South Carolina. She
had been shot six times, with one bullet
in her right arm and five more in her
jaw. An autopsy would later determine
that she had been shot at close range
with a small-caliber firearm, the time ot
the shooting estimated to have been 10
minutes before she was discovered.
When found, she was still alive, but
with weakening pulse and profuse
bleeding. She died before help could
arrive.

The young woman—Melissa
McLauchlin, known as “Missy,” 23, a
native of Wixom, Michigan, but living
with her boyfriend’s family in North
Charleston—was the victim of a brutal
murder that was shocking enough, but
the real shock would hit the Charleston
area a few days later when two of her
assassins were arrested. It was then
revealed that Ms. McLauchlin was
abducted, raped, tortured, and mur-
dered—after being told beforehand
that she would be killed—solely

hecanse of her race, by five black men. And the ultimate
humiliation for the victim and her family was that the story
of her murder would be curiously underplayed by the main-
stream media, which in cases where the racial identity of vie-
tim and perpetrator was reversed (as in the Tawana Brawley
hoax) would blare out white guilt in banner headlines. The

McLauchlin murder remained a local story despite the fact for murder.

INSIDE

BACKDRAFT 1IN THE SFFD

that the murderers’ motivalion—to
“get a white girl” in revenge lor “four
hundred years of oppression™—made it
the hate crime that the Tawana Brawley
affair only pretended to be.

Sﬂmc might say that the McLauchlin
case, hideous though it was, was
atypical and that the vast majority of
hate crimes are committed by whites
against blacks and other people of
color. Yet recently released stahistics
from the Justice Department indicate
that about 1.3 million white Americans
were the victims of violent crimes com-
mitted by blacks, as opposed to about
130,000 blacks who were victimized by
whites. Adjusted for population, this
means that blacks are responsible for
50 times more violent racial crimes than
are whites. '

The issue of black-on-white
crime is the dirty little secret of
American society—something almost
everyone knows about or suspects, but
no one discusses. To discuss it, in fact,
is to run the risk of being stigmatized
as a racist. Yet this is a problem which
is worsening, parlicularly as a genera-
tion of “superpredators™ comes of age.

In the last 28 vears, violent crime has increased four times
faster than the population, which means that a sizable seg-
ment of the population is working overtime committing
crimes. It's no mystery who comprises this segment: young
people. And black males under the age of 18 are 12 times
more likely than whites in the same age group to be arrested

Continued on page 6

THE FIRE THIS TIME

By Paul Ciotti

Butler's untimely death scemed like noth-

ing so much as capricious fate. On a warm
windy night in August of 1993, a seven-year-
old boy with a history of playing with matches
set the mattress on fire in the third-floor apart-
ment he shared with his grandmother in the
Geneva Towers, a crime- and drug-ridden pro-
ject house in San Francisco's Visitacion Valley.
In a panic, the boy and his grandmother fled
the apartment, locked the door, and didn't tell
building security. By the time guards noticed
the smoke and called the fire department to
the scene, the fire had a 40-minute head start.
Thirty to 50 m.p.h. winds fanned the flames to
such oven-like intensity they burned through
shectrock and melted metal supports.

Inltial!y, San Francisco fireman Jerry

Fearing someone might be trapped inside, 12
Lan Franciseo firemen jammed the hall outside,
attempting to smash in the door with axes and a ram-
ming tool. Just before the door gave way, an officer
warned everyone who wasn't already on the floor 1o
lie down for fear of a possible backdraft. Most of the
12 men in the hallway, in the words of one ffreman,
“hugged the rug like starfish.” Jerry Buller did nod.
Instead, in the words of a 30-year veteran of the force,
“he did everything he was not sapposed to do.”

Inside, the fire had heated the apartment's
concrete walls to near-incandescent intensily. As fire-
men started to crawl into the apartment with their
hoses, the winds came whipping through a broken
window, creating a “horizontal chimney effect™ which
propelied a swirling grey cloud of 2,000-degree super-
heated gas and steam out the door over their heads
and across the hall, charring cverythimg in its path
above 20 inches from the floor.

Continued on page 12
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COMMUNIQUES

Enola Gay Controversy

1 am responding 1o the five paragraphs in
Professor Ronald Radosh® “New National
Standards Blame America First: History &
Politics™ (June 19935), which deal with the dizpute
over the A-bomb, my alleged role in that dispute
and in interpreting A-bomb matters, and the writ-
ings of others. Professor Radosh's paragraphs con-
tain a number of errors and miskeading implica-
tions. T will deal with some, but not all, of the
problems with his treatment.

For example, he contends that [ appeared
on Mighdine to argue about the A-bomb history,
bat in fact I never appeared on Nightline; so far as
I know | was never interviewed on-camera by
Nighuline,

Radosh also contends, among other mat-
ters, that 1 stated that the correct pre-Hiroshima
Li.5. egtimate for 1.5, casualtes in the Olympic
(Kyushu) operation was 69,00(; that I am a Cold
War revisionist; that such revisionists insist upon
low numbers to prove “thal dropping the bomb
had little to do with saving lives™; that Truman had
crossed out a low number m &8 document and
changed it to 269,000 casualties; that T stated that
he was using the wrong number; that Henry May,
“the very dstinguished elder statesman of diplo-
matic history,” entered the public dispute of 1994-
95 on A-bomb history; and that T was “the chief
advisor” (my emphasis added) to the Enola
Gay/Smithsonian exhibit, In all this, Radosh made
numerous errors, a8 1 will discuss,

Actually, I argued on a few occasions that
an imporiant preé-Hiroshima ULS. casualty esti-
mate was 63,000 1.5, Casualties, | never stated
A69.000; that is Radosh's confusion. The source for
that 63,000 number is very important, as I have
explained on numerows occasions, That is the
pumber written in the June 18, 1945 dary of
Admiral Williarmm Leabhy, wartime chairman of the
Jaoint Chiefs of Staff, and then repeated in Leahy's
1950 memoir, | Was There, a8 the number that
General George O, Marshall, Army chief of staff,
presented on June 18, presumably at the White
House conference that day with President
Truman, most of the military chiefs, and key civil-
ian advizors for the highest reasonable estimate of
Li.5. casualties in the Olympic operation, sched-
uled to begin on November 1, if the President
approved that operation. That is also the highest
pre-Hiroshima number, available in any pre-
Hiroshima archival sowrce, from General
Marshall, the military man most trusted by
Truman. Thus, I have argued that Truman in mid-
June wery probably accepied that number as
roughly reliable, and made his decisions on that
basis. I have further argued that muwch higher
numbers arc rather suspect—that analysts shoulbd
not trust the half-million U5, dead claimed in
Truman's “ghosted” memoirs not the 1 million or
more 1S, casualties claimed in ex-Secretary of
War Henry L. Stimsons famous 1947 article
[(Harper’s Magazine), & number that cven
Stimson’s “ghost™ McGeorge Bundy has backed
away from.

On the basis of my advice involving the
63,000 casualty cstimate, provided by Gencral
Marshall according to Leahy, the Smithsonian
curators intended to include that number along
with various post-Hiroshima claims, in the lust
version of the script. That revision was never actu-
ally added; the exhibit was taken over by others

I am indeed a Cold War revisionist, as
Radoah once was, but 1 do not believe, nor have 1
conlended anywhere in my 22 years of substantial
writings and leciuring on A-bomb history, that
Truwman primarily had wlierior motives for drop-

Edirors Lirerary
Peter Collier Ediror
David Horowitz John Ellis

ping the A-bomb in early August on Japan. I have
stated repeatediy that the matter is complex—but
that Troman’s primary reason was the saving of
L1.5. lives while ending the war on what he defined
as reasonably acceptable terms. Hoping to save
63,000 115, casoalties or possibly 25000-46.,000
L1.5. lives (the June 15 estimate by a JCS subcom-
miftee) was more than adequate reason in his
moral ramework in the summer of 1945, That was
also the view of most Aunericans at the time, as 1
have repeatedly written.

Radosh has greatly confused the matter
of Truman and numbers, and some document that
he allegediy crossed out (o insert 269,000, [sic] 1
think that Badosh has badily misunderstood the
history on which 1 have wrillen: of Truman®
January 1953 letter to an official Air Force histo-
rian on the subject of what Truman allegedly
believed before Hiroshima and on what Marshall
had told Truman before Hiroshima, In Truman’s
own 1952 penned draft on this matter, he had writ-
ten that Marshall had predicted a minimum of “14
miflion™ U5, casualties and that that number jus-
tified the wse of the A-bomb, But before Truman
gent his letter, a staff aide in Januwary 1953 inter-
ceded, greatly inflated the numbers, said they had
to be raised to bring them in line with ex-Secretary

{TH712.323 74 cormh

nin more than il
lengih, grammay; and clarity. Pleasssin
address and telephobe number. i

of War Henry L. Stimson's 1947 publizhed claims
and this the stalf aide cast prose that Marshall
before Hiroshima had stafed to Truman thet “an
invasion would cost at a minimum one guarder of
a million casoaltics, and might cost &s much as a
millicn on the American side alone.”™ That miflion
nitmber, ascribed to Marshall, was the ade's ére-
ation.

That letter, which became a very authori-
tative source after its publication in volume five of
the official Ajdr Force history, Is usually cited in
compressed form o state that Masshall predicied
a miliion LLS. casualties in the invasion, My schol-
arly article on this subject {Diplomaiic Hisiory in
the carly 199() sought to show how this letter was
“revized™ and also why, despite the aides telling
Truman that the Presidents original numbers
seemed more “reasonable” and thus presumably
correct. Radosh has further muddied matters by
ascribing the number “269,000" to Truman, and
then by claiming that | have argued that Truman
ghould not have wsed that numbes. 5o far a3 [ can
determing, Truman never used the nuomber
260,000 for LS. casualties or fatalities in con-
nection with the A-bomb issues and the invasion.
I urge Radosh to prove otherwise. OF course, |
never sought to correct Truman on this alleged
269,000, Again, let Radosh prove otherwise.

I think that Badosh 15 muddying another
matter—what kind of advice on ULS, casualties in
the Olympic operation may have been given ai the
June 18 White House meeting invalving Truman,
Leahy, Marshall, and others, In the mid-1980s, on
the basis of White House minutes (provided by a

Sraff Art Direcior
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Brig. Gen.), I concluded that Leahy had said that
the likely number of LS, casualties would be
ahaout 268,000, based upon his assemplion that the
casualty rate would be about 35 percent and that
the basc number for US. troops was about
TGT 500 in the Olympic operation. But in the carly
19905, | concluded that [ had erred. Leahys own
diary, as well as his 193] memoir, convinced me
that Leahy really meant that the relevant base
number was 190,000 for the U.5. combatant
tronps, and that the source waz Marshall, as Leahy
stated. Thus, in reanalyzng, | argued, beginning in
the early 1990s, that Leshy was suggesting about
b 500 U5, casualtics, which is 35 porcent of
190,000, Therefore, 1 stated often that Leahy and
Marshall at thai June 18 meeting were rather cloge
ini their estimates—~63,000 versus 66,000—for like-
Iy U5, casualtics in the invasion. Significantly,
there is no clear pre-Hiroshima archival evidence
that cither military feader, or anyone elie of sub-
stantial importance in the wartime government,
ever gave Truman a higher set of numbers before
Hiroshima about the likely cost to the ULE. in the
invasion.

Radosh slso states that I was “the chicf
advizor”™ (my emphasis added) to the ill-fated
Encla Gay/'Smithsonian project. Actually, I was
one of nine or 10 advisors, imcluding at least ons
WWII veteran and one postwar veleran, as well as
one official member from the office of Air Force
history and one unofficial advisor from that office.
I was invited to become an advisor after the only
meeting of the advisory commitiees, | never met
the curators until aboul nine months later, and I
do not know whether there was any “chie{™ adwvi-
B0T.

In characterizing Cold War revisiomist
views on the use of the A-bomb, Radosh has also
greatly simplified matters, neglected salient schaol-
arship, and golien matters less than correct. His
characterization of such scholarship il fits the
work of Gabrel Kolke (Politcer of War} and
myself, among others. Radosh should have known
ihis.

The matter of attitudes about the 1945
atomie bombings 15 very complicated, and the
postwar evidence 15 often surprizing, For exam-
ple, among the postwar critics of the 1945 wse of
the A-bomb were General Dwight D,
Eizenhower, Admiral Ernest King, Admiral
William Leahy, General Donglas MacArthur, ex-
President Herberl Hoowver, former Under-
Secretary of State Joseph Grew, former Assistant
Secretary of War John I McCloy, theologian
Rembold Michubr, and conscrvative columnst
David Lawrence, among others. Nothing in
REadosh% five paragraphs would have allowed
readers to know this.

Eeaders who desire to examine the entire
first draft of the now-famous Enola
GayfSmithsonian script will find i reprinted in
Philip Nobile, ed., fudgement ai the Smithsomnian
(Marlowe, I995), a volome that also includes a
lengthy essay by me on the complicated historio-
graphy of the A-bomb and on the dispute over the
Enola Gay script. A brizf, thoughtiul essay on the
historiography of the A-bomb is available by I.
Samuecl Walker in Michael Hogan, ed., Hiroshima
in Histary and Memory (Cambridge University
Press, forthcoming), and his earlier essay on this
subject, examining the hterature up to a few years
mzn, is available m Diplomatic History {Winter
1994,

Bartan I, Bemstein
Profersor of Hiztary
Stanford University
Sranford, CA
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EDITORIAL STATEMENTS etc

REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM

WHILE THE PASSPORT OFFICE WAS
SLEEPING: In late January, before going to
South Africa to play voodoo with Melson
Mandela, Louis Farrakhan journeyed to Tripoli
(o meet with that other noted homanitarian,
Moammar Khadafy, The lure was the 31 killion
Khadafly has vowed to spend in order “to play &
significant role in American political life.”
Farrakhan toured the ruins of Khadalys home,
which was destroyed in the 1984 ULS. air raids, &
place maintained as a shrine to show " American
barbarism against Libya." After the tour he
wrote in the visilors'

February about Judith Brand, a wheelchair stu-
dent at the Bay Area’s College of Marin. The 20-
year-old Brand, who iz wheelchair bound and
suffers from speech, visual, and motor impair-
menl as a result of cerebral palsy, is suing the col-
lege because she was denied “full participation™
in a theatre dance class. The teacher in the class,
who paired students and asked them to work
together as partners, routinely paired Brand with
her aide, whose job was to help Brand get to and
from class and to assist in communication and
some manual tasks. This led Oakland attorney

the Journal of American History, Kohn claims
that the cancellation of the original Enola Gay
exhibition "may constitute the worst tragedy to
befall the United States in & peneration.”
Kohn's idea is that the legacy of the cancelled
exhibit, which itself was a political diatribe,
could have such a “chilling effect” on freedom
of expression in muoseums that curators will
decide it is too damgerous to attempt exhibi-
tions of controversial topics. Kohn concludes:
“If the idea that everything is politics now col-
ore American coltural life, civic discourse

copld succumb o the

book, “I implore God to
pusizh our enemies hun-
dreds of times, just as
they did to us against

LUNA BEACH By Carl Moore

you.”™ Farrakhan praised
Khadafy for working for
the liberation of oppress-
ed peoples, including
Africans. He said, *1 have
met my brother Colonel
Moammar Khadafy,..for
the sake of unifying
Arabs, Muslims, blacks,
and oppressed communi-
ties in America o play a
strong, significant role not
only im the American
elections but in American
foreign  policy.,” Farr-
akhan Jollowed up this
diplomatic triumph with
other stops in the Mids o]
gast, including a final one
fr Tehran, where he

nailed the memory of the

Agatallah Khoumeni and

spoke nostalgically of the

Imam's jihad against the
Great Satan of America,

Hiz most memorable
commaent from this [ast

leg of his grand tour was
as follows: *You can

quote me: Cod will

destroy America al the

hands of the Muslims."

QUEERIES: The course,
“Cueer Readings of
Popular Culture," bepgins
with a guestion: "Do
queers gel different plea-
sures  from  watching
shows [ike Frasier orf
Roseanne than do straight
viewers?” “Oueer Read-
ings"™ i offered by the
Imstitute of Gay and
Leshian Education (1GLE,
formerly WHIGLE, the
West Hollbywood Institute
aof Gay and Lesbian
Education). Meanwhile,

suppression, characteris-
tic of the totalitarian
regimes Americans have
fought and died to

WERE BENG
FERSECUTED.

defeat.™ Well, it must be
said thal someone writ-
ing in the official jouwrnal
of an organization, the
AHA, devoted 1o decon-
gtruction of these wars in
which Americans have
died ought to be a little
more aware of his venue.
And ii seems that some-
one from the academy—
which has done more to
trivialize, as well as
politicize, culture than
any other institution in
America and has creatad
“chilling effects™ tanta-
moinl o an intellecioa)
Arctic Lone—ought not
oy g aurpeisdd. that cual- |
fura _ 1% politicizad,
Perhaps Dir, Kohn is onc
of those who believe that
B iz only polidezed
when the other side does
iL.

MLA DECONSTRUCT-
ING ITSELF: Hard on
ihe heels of passing a
resolution condemning
Bennington Collepe for
what many regarded as
a matter of intérnal pol-
icy, the Modern Lan-
guage  Association' is
about to ask its mem-
bership to ratify a reso-
lation already passed by
its Delegate Assembly
censuring Yale Universi-
t¥ for the way it handled

e AT its J':i:::_'nt l.qra-l:Luatc BiLl-
iy Jﬁh s A dent strike.” Today
iy LGRS i Bennington, tomorrow
R e Yale—what school is

‘; 1 safe from the MLA
s academic police actions?

If this sounds onduly

the “Gay and Lesbian

Politics” course asks stodents: “Could you win a
debate with Fat Buchanan?” and teaches such
sirategies as “lobbying, proiests and parades,
Building coalifions, coming oul and ouwling.” The
final exam 15 "a structured political discussion
with an opponent of gay end lesbian nights.”
Other courses inciude “Cueer Screenwriting”
and “the Evolution of Gay Theatre,” whose edu-
cational activities include an evening at the opera
with La Scala DV Sera by Rossind and Puccind's
Suor Angelica, [ollowed by a leciure discussing
“their particularly queer aspects.™ In May the
institute offers ils ever-popular naturalist visit to
the “lesbian seagufls on Anacapa Island.”™ BHe
there or be sguare,

HOW TO TELL THE DANCER FROM THE
DANCE: In a story that could easily have been
written by our own Jodith Weizner, the San
Framcisce Chronicle printed an article early in

Jean Hyams to file suit. *This was an opportuni-
ty for the College of Marin to expand the under-
standing of dance,” Hyams said.

THE SMELL OF ART: The splil carcasses of a
cow and its calf flcating in formaldehyde won the
£30,000 Turner Prize, Britain's award for hip new
art, The artist, Damicn Hirst, edged out another
strong contender whose art consisted of & two-
minute video exploring her various body orifices.
Aosecond work by the redoubiable Hirst, a rot-
ting sculptore of & dead buoll and a desd cow cop-
ulating, was banned from a gallery in New York
tor fear that its smell—baut alas, not 1ts content—
would cause art lovers to vomiL

MOHRE CHILLING EFFECTS: The New York
Times, in reporting on the politics of culture,
cites Univergity of North Carolina professor
Richard H. Kohn. Writing in a recent issue of

apocalyptic, consider
the results of the MLA’s ever-widening poli-
cy of refusing to hold its conventions in
states that pass politically incorrect legisla-
tion, In respose 1o its latest decision to boy-
cott California as a result of its passing
Froposition 187, a disgruntled MLA member
writes in its Spring 1966 Newsletter: “"The
situation of the MI.A as the arhiter of polit-
ical correctness is out of control....For one
reason orf another the convention now may
nol lake place in foriv-six oul of the [y
states....Eliminating California because the
citizens of that state voted not to use their
tax dollars to cducate iflegal sliens was the
final blow. It is time for us to get out of pol-
itics and back into scholarship.™ If it contin
wes going after promipent colleges and wni-
versities, the MLA may find its mem- .,

bership base dissolving before its -' -
EVES, -
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PAYING PEOPLE TO VOLUNTEER

n September, 12, 1994, Bill

Clinton was supposed to launch

AmeriCorps, his national service
program, with a mass swearing-in cere-
mony of new volunteers on the White
House lawn. Everything
was set for a major media
evenl—Ielevision cam-
eras and a squadron of
the most telegenic of the |
young, grey t-shirt-clad
recruils who would her-
ald a new age of “volun-

teerism.” But then, in Der Friena: Sty
5 ] Fr il =]
the ‘early morning el el B e

hours of the day of the
big event, a mentally
unstable Massachusetis
man tried to crash his
single-engined plane
into the White House

Bery day, Amvari

h'_‘"" Pe35 Biirin s
e

and the ceremony had n.,:;‘m-gmu: :

to be scaled down o sepe it Behadc iy a4
and moved and et

diminished as a news s o

evenl

It ended up as an
inauspiciou:  beginning
for the program, but

President Clinton wotld b,

" al Ry ¥
r:peztmillr u{il it |‘1-I.i!5 e _
proudes omestic o
achisvement.  More }ﬁdﬁm;;ﬁ M
4 Paiy s
than reforming health :f:_:nt...":,';“f'.l""::::lrnn:. = ::E

care, changing welfare,
or seving schood lunch-
es, Bill Clinton seems
determined 1o identfy
his  political  legacy  with
AmeriCorps, and indeed, in his 1993 Srate of the
Linion address, he called it “the essence”™ of his
vision of the future and of the “New Covenant”
between the American people and their govern-
menl.

Laboring in the shadow of his model,
John F. Kennedy, Clinton self-consciously
designed AmeriCorps to be his “domestic Peace
Corps,” although the perks were better. (For
cach year of service, volunteers would receive, in
addition to the distinctive grey t-shirt, a stipend
of $7.400 plus another $4,725 toward hipher-eda-
cation costs, along with automatic health and
childcare benefits,) Clinton's vision surpassed
cven Kennedys. With 20,000 young Americans
working for AmeriCorps today, it is already big-
ger than the Peace Corps at its height. And this
was (o be just the beginning. AmeriCorps' cre-
ators envisioned this number growing quickly
over the first few ycars of the program’s life, cul-
minating in 100,000 “volunteers” financed by o
nearly $2-billion congressional appropriation by
1997, AmeriCorps was not merely to be a pallid
domestic version of the Peace Corps. Tt was to
crystallize a Genération X version of service to
the nation.

In the year and a half since AmeriCorps
was launched, however, this vision has been
crushed and the agency is in shambles. It is so
infected with ideclogy, in choice of personnel and
the jobs at which they volunieer, that some critics
have dubbed it “the P.C. Corps.” Instead of being
lean and effective, as Clintonites promised,
AmeniCormps has become one of the most bloated
agencies in Washington, with costs to support
some of jts voluntesrs exceeding 366,000 a year,
Even some of those sympathetic to the basic idea
behind AmeriCorps have. been shaking their
heads and saying, in elfect, with volunteerism
like this who needs community service. It is little
wonder that future funding for Clinton's vision is
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P.C. Corps

By Jessica Gavora

now & hostage to the budpet 'i.mPnssr. that may
well wipe it out.

hen-Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton met the
intellectual godfather of national service,
Morthwestern professor Charles Moskaos, at a
Democratic Lesdership Council mesting in 1985,
At that time, AMoskos touted
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' Democratic Party, it didn't take
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young activists committed to 2 New Democratic
ideal that demanded something in return for gov-
ernment assistance, Under his plan, national ser-
vice would be required in order to qualify for aid
for higher education,

Clinton liked the idea, but he added 2
palcaliberal twist to Moskos® neoliberal propos-
al. Under his plan, national service would be vol-
untary. It would be financed through a gigantic
pool of federal funds to be distnbuted to non-
profits who would, In e, pay AmertCorps “vol-
untears"—in addition o giving them college aid.

Civen the fact that the agency was creat-
ed as a federal grant-making machine philosoph-
icilly rooted in the nesd to help revitalize the
long For
AmeriCorps to find itself the target of charges of
political advocacy. The trouble bepan in the
“Summer of Service,” a $10-million trial run of
AmeriCorps conducted in 1993 that placad 1,500
young people in 16 demonstration projects acrass
the country. Recruiters for the program placed a
high priority on racizl, ethnic, and class “diversi-
ty" in choosing participants. Predictably, a train-
ing session heid near Ssn Francisco quickly
balkanized infto Black, Hispanic, Mative
American, and Gay/lesbian/bisexual Caucuses,
leading The Washington Monthly to dub the pro-
gram the “PC. Corps.” Propram coordinators
alsa sought out participants with “npon-tredition-
al" leadership quaiities, passing over stedent
leaders and conscientious scholars for formel
gang members, reformed drug deelers, and
unwed teenage moms. These recruits would be

Uhpiter ahle to relate To kide® One Baltimore

summer of 3ervice participant told National
Empowerment Television of teaching sex educa-
tion to children by using convicts. “One person
was actually offered early parole for an opportu-
nity to get mvolved in this program.” former
group leader Ched Cos said.
It was no surprse, given the selection cri-
teria, that the Los Angeles
Times was soon reporting that
one Summer of Service group,
the San Frencisco-based Real
Alternatives Program (RAP),
organized a rally against the
“three strikes and wyou're
out" referendum then before
the Califomia voters.
Although Ameri-
Corps officials professed to
have learned valuable
lessons  from these and
other left-leaning advoca-
cies in the Summer of
sService, problems in the

e grant-making process can-

: - tinved to plague the pro-

Pugt Service Danefis ermmh arn gram even after it was no
o] receien (EXETOSIR longer in the research and

lipan aorebeies ot 318 L u:&-ﬁ demonsiration phase. The

Liwing Aflawrance ﬂuﬂnnqﬂ;ﬁ m-‘ wsw-:h mast damapging—and
e s makcn e AR EAEE most visible—example of

T o medal b e AmeriCorps-funded

Medieal IRSUIANCE o, pace of giresiy - political advocacy occurr-
i ed in the spring of 1995,

n.ﬂ.m_ri-.rffnﬁ when 500 protesters
from the left-wing group

ACORN (Association

Travel of Community Organi-

national service (o the young governor
as an idea that would, among other things, help
resuscitate the image of the Democratic Party
Moskos envisioned the crestion of 8 cadre of

zations for Reform
Now) stormed a Wash-
imgton, D.C., luncheon
that House Spcaker
Mewt Gingrich was
scheduled to address.
ACORN prides itself on its
history of in-your-face protest tactics. The object
of their ire that spring morning was GOP plans to
block-grant the school lunch program to the
states. Waving schoo] lunch trays and screaming
“We want Newi!™ the group took over the head
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table and commandeered the microphone. Later,
Gingrich, who was wamed of the siege and
skipped the luncheon, asked of the protesters:
“Who are they? Who paid them?"

The answer, in part, was Uncle Sam,
since ACORN% sister organization, ACORN
Housing Corp., was the recipient of a $1.1-mil-
lion grant from AmeriCorps. Despite
AmeriCorps head Eli Scgal’s assurances that the
Iwo groups were “entircly separate,” an inspec-
tor general investigation of the two groups found
“a pattern of conduct on the part of AHC to
assist ACORN." The AmeriCorps funding was
terminated,

Washingion officials were forced to with-
draw the grant of yet another organization, the
Denver-based Cole Coalition, when it forced
AmeriCorps volunteers—over their objections—
lo distribute leaflets against a candidate in a
Denver city council race.

Another group began (o organize against
Proposition 187, another measure also on the
California ballot which would restrict benefits to
illegal aliens.

The nowsletter of the National ATDS
Fund reports that AmeriCorps members in
Dayton, Ohio, are presenting “HIV 101" courses
tor sixth and seventh graders in rural parts of the
state. Another project in Tacoma, Washington,
has volunteers "certifving daycare providers in
HIV/AIDS information.”

But it is mot only as an ideclogical tool that
AmeriCorps has rum into criticism. It has
also raised eychrows for functioning as a cheer-
leading squad for the Democratic Party. A
favorite tactic of the Clinton administration has
been to use AmeriCorps members as props in
administration media - events. Time and again,
cheering young grey shirts have shown up at
administration photo-ops, padding the aodience
and showing their exuberance for the individual
or topic &t hand.

One of these demonstrations ooccamed in
April of 1995 when 300 AmeriCorps “volun-
feers” were bused in from as far away as South
Carolina to altend an Earth Day rally featuring
President Chnton and Vice President Gore. No
Republicans were allowed to speak at the event,
af which White House Macks distributed a
“report card™ contrasting the president’s environ-
mental record with the House GOPE.

Other AmeriCorps grants have pone
oward endeavors that are not 50 much political
as politically correct. An examination of Ameri-
Corps program descriptions reveals a heavy
emphasis on “conflict resolution,” AIDS preven-
tion, and mentoring “at risk™ yvouth. Members
provide “gang resistance presentations™ in Mesa,
Arirona; offer *non-traditional career opportuni-
tigs to young women ™ in Fittshield, Massachuseits;
and “prevent juvenile delinguency and uplift
communily pride using arts a8 a medium” in
Ponce, Puerto Rico. One Boston program calls
on the 80 percent of its lemale participants who

are young mothers and 75 percent who are high:

school dropouts to conduct workshops on “early
pregoancy and dropout prevention.”

The Village Voice discovered an
AmeriCorps program cosponsored by the
Mational Endowment [or the Aris called Writers-

Corps that pays instructors in New York,

Washington, DL.C., and San Francizco (o “enter
their students’ creative space by engaging their
sense of street politics and popular culture.” In
the Bronx, one “instroctor™ used a soft-coré pom
novel to teach “character development” to his
stodents. The San Franciico Chronicle profiled
an AmeriCorps participant who earned her pay
and benefits by providing AIDS education to
deaf homosexnals.

dding 1o the growing skepticism about

AmeriCorps was the mmpression it created
of being litile more than another big-government
boondoggle. The program is clearly heavily
imvested in the federal and stale bureaucracies.
Al a press conference called to trumpet the first
granis made wnder the program in 1994, the
Chinton admimistration proudly trotted out five

i g .
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cabinet” secretaries—Reno, Babbitt, Shalala,

Cisneros, and Browner—whose agenciés: would
be ~“getting. things done” with, the help of
AmeriCorpé volunteers. Indeed, "of the “20,000
members first sent out into the ficld, nearly 2,800
were assipned 1o lederal agencies, including 1,200
at the Department of Agricalture, 525 at the
Department of the Interior, and 60 at the NEA.

In total, over one quoarter of the
AmeriCorps members in the feld in 1995 worked
for government buréaucracies orf government-
funded organizations. In Washington state alone,
450 of the 522 AmenCorps mmembers werne work-
img for state or state-funded agencies.

An investigation by the Des Moines
Register Tound that a $300,000 AmeriCorps grant
for a local project appeared to be f(inancing a
patronage ring. Instead of tarpeting college-
bound youth and new recruits for community ser-
vice efforts, AmeriCorps officials favored local
activists and longtime insiders with jobs. The
investigation also revealed that five of the
AmerCorps members hired already had college
degrees and more than halfl were 26 years of age
Or IMOTe.

The other issue that has plagued
AmeriCorps is cost. Testifying before Congress
last spring, AmeriCorps head Eli Segal assured
commitics members that cosis per participant
would come in around $17,600. Butl an asdit con-
ducted later in the year by the non-partisan
General Accounting Office revealed that Segals
number was about 310,000 off the mark. The dif-
ference, AmerCorps officials- insisted, was that
Sepal had included only federal expenditures.
But when the OAQ incinded costs to state and
local taxpayers mandated under the program and
private contributions, ‘the cost of belding am
AmeriCorps “volunteer” soared to $26,037. That
translates into $15.68 per hour, up to $19.60 per
hour when time spent on training, study, and
other “non-service activities” are included.

Mot surprisingly, the sudit alsp found
that the AmeriCorps programs that have hit the
taxpayers hardest are those located in the feder-
al agencies. When AmeriCorps “voluntcers™
were sent 1o the federal agencies to do their good
works, they cost about $31,000 each.

The GAO wvizsited several different
AmeriCorps programs and came up with individ-
ual program costs that shocked even the harshest
critics of the program. One of the worst offenders
was the Seaborne Conservation Corps, & nine-
month residential “eaviroamental and drug
awareness education project” conducted jointly
with the Department of the Mavy and Texas
A&M University. The SCC allows, high school
dropouts to earn their GEDs and acquire basic
seaman’s skills—all while living aboard a Navy
vessel. Cost per ‘AmeriCorps member: an
astounding 366,715, The Baltimore-based "Magic
Me" program, which provides the esseniial ser-
vice of teaching people how to volunteer, billed
out' at $49,652 per AmeriCorps member. A
NVermont  program- Cconduected  with  the
Agriculture Department cost $42,758 per partici-

- Wﬂ:t-

© But most damaging were the GAO find-
ings regarding private versus public funding
sources for AmeriCorps. The program, it will be
recalled, had billed itself as a new kind of birean-
cratic animal, one that wduld create a ynique

public-privale partnership by using federal funds.

to “leverage™ additional support from the com-
munity. The GAO audit found that ﬂmeﬂﬂurps
actually “leveraged™ less than 12 percent of ils
per-participant costs-from the private sector. The
remaining 88 percent were picked up by federal,
state, and local taxpayers.

he failure of AmeriCorps does nol mean

the fmlure of the<concept behind it. Both
Clintoniies and -conssrvatives are interested in
a loosely defined set of issues organized around
the term “citizenship.” But despite joint use of
catch phrases such as “empowerment™ and
*personal responsibility,” liberals and conserv-
atives hardly agree about what they're dis-
CUSSIOE. .
For conservatives, citizenship speaks 1o

1 [
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a return of the power and resources now con-
sumed by government to individoals and the
institntions they control directly, such as fami-
lies;, churches, schools, and communities. For
Clintonites, the new citizenship is based on an
attempt to recast a government program as an
instrument of individual and community
empowerment. [If conservatives believe that
government must be pruned back in order to
make room [or the nongovernmental sphere to
flourish, Clinton argues that government can be
expanded (o betler serve citizens and communi-
ties: In AmeriCorps, Clinton promised a.differ-
ent kind of government program, one that was
centered outstde of Washingion and targeted
nonprofit, community-based organizations. The
program, he asserted, would prove that govern-
ment could act as a partner with citizens, using
its resources to leverage additional resources
and additional pood warks from the privale see-
L.

That AmeriCorps now bases jts fodure
survival on a political deal cut between the
president and congressional Republicans in the
back rooms of Washington is testimony to the
failure of this vision, dubbed “bureaucratic
populism™ by observers such as JTohn Waliers of
the New Citizenzship Projecl.

Conservatives attacked Clinton's view
of citizenship as personified by AmeriCorps
first because it was oxymoronic: paying “volun-
teers” was a corruption of genuine healthy
charity. Moreover, AmeriCorps, they warned,
wolld make both the provider and the recipient
of the community service dependent on govern-
ment. Local control of charitable organizations
would take zecond place to the rules and prior-
ities of federal grant-seeking. Instead of con-
centrating on -good works in communities,
groups would find themselves traveling to
Wazshington, D.C., 1o become supplicants for
the federal subsidy of an AmeriCorps “volun-
teern ™

President Clinton deserves some credit
for starting a debate about citizenship. But
Clinton scems to view the rencwal of citizen-
ship not as a revitalization of civil society, but
as a revitalization of government. By paying eit-
izens Lo “volunteer,” AmeriCorps conflates vol-
untary community service—which nearly %0
million Americans regularly offer—with a fed-
erally run jobs program. The very premise of
AmeriCorps—uging federal resources to pro-
mote volunieerism—ceontradicts the principle
of self-government that lies at the heant of citi- =
zenship.

. The fate of AmeriCorps remains unset-
tled. As the budget battle has become more and
more  bifterly . partisan, congressional
Republicans have targeted Clinton’s legacy at
ithe agency. Its 1995 _budget having been
retroactively cut by $210 million, AmeriCorps
now finds its funding frozen at the 1994 level of
about $375 million. In an npe.nmg gambit in the
budget negotiations. with the White.  House,

-appropriators in both the Hl;ru§= and the Eenala

Killed funding for the program. for next year
The president, they know, wants AmeriCorps

‘badly. The question now is what higher-priority

items on the Republil::n hit list he will be will-
ing to trade forit. Oy if he is mllmg tn tr.a.da at
all, :

It is yet possible that Amtnﬂana may
bc resurrected in a pﬂlmcal deal with the presi-
dent, who has been currying favor with those,
particularly in the Senate, who are interested in
“re-inventing” AmeriqupB to reduce its more
glaring defects and inefficiencies. Thus does the
agency once hailed as "the paradigm of rein-
vented government” now require “reinvention”

itself. Yet the question remains whether it is not

better to bury somathing. for good whose ideal
of citizenship seems to be paying someone
selected by quota to use the :qui'.:nlnnt of the
FPentagon’s $900 hammer to smash initia- .,

tives and programs lha:.r raga.rd as polil- "‘
ically incorrect, . Ak

Jessica Gavora works with the New Citizen
Froject in Washagton, D.C.
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BLACK HATE CRIMES, continusd from page [

According to the Justice Department’s
1993 “Highlights from Twenty Years of Surveying
Crime Victims," of the more than 6.6 million vio-
lent crimes commitied anaually in the TL3. (com-
prising rape, robbery, assault, and murder), about
20 percent are of an interracial nature. Most of
the victims of these crimes-—at least 90 percent—
are white. According to the FBI's annual murder
report, for instance, blacks murder whites at 18
times the raie that whites murder blacks.

In gang-related assaolts, violent black-
on-white incidents are 21 times more bkely fo
opocur than the reverse, In gang rob-
beries alone, whites are 52 times more
likely to be victimired by blacks than the
reverse, There are seven times as miny
whites a8 blacks in the U.5., yot a black
is 1238 tmes more likely to murder a
white and 325 tumes more kely 1o par-
ficipate in a gang attack on whites, And
even by the most conservabive estimate,
a black man is 62 times more likely to
rape a white woman than a while man is
to rape a black woman.

Rape is the dinmy little secret
within the dirty little secret. As recently
a3 the late 1950s the vast majonty of
rapes were intraracial rather than inter-
racial. By the 1970z, Black-on-white raps
was at least 10 times more common than
the reverse, (In 1974 in Denver, [or
example, 40 percent of all rapes were
black-on-white, and therc wasnt one
reported case of white-on-black rape.)
According o the respected criminolo-
gist William Wilbanks, in 1988 there
were 9406 reporied cases of black-omn-
white rape, while there were [ewer than
100 of while-on-black rape, And lest
these Opures be challenged as “consére-
ative statistics,” it should be poted that
even Andrew Hacker, author of the
impeccably liberal Two Nallons: Black
and White, Separare, Hosile, Unegual,
admit=s that in 1989, blacks were threa to
four fimes more likely to commit rape
than whites and that black men raped
white women 30 times more frequently
than while men raped black women.

Mor are the statistics the extent
of the problem. As Dinesh D'Souza
points out in The End of Racizm, the racial char
acter of rape has less to do with sexual thrills
than with the desire to "control, dominate, and
homiliate women,” especially white women. et
the fact. that rape has become a predominantly
black male crime is a reality that feminists, ever
ready to decry our-“rape culiure,” never seem (o
come (o goips with, perhaps for [ear of jeopardiz
ing their tenoous bond with their black sisters.
Mo politically correct feminist wants to point out
the obvious: transforming the “rape colture” in
Amerca has far less 1o do with changing the
mares of suburbia than those of the ghetto.

hat these statistics show is that the over-

whelming majority of violent hate crimes
in America are pol only committed by blacks
against whites, but thaf they occur everyday with
a predictability that is almost monotonous
{except to the wvictims) and with something
approaching complete apathy on the part of the
mediz, It is not that the media are color blind. We
hear a good deal about how blacks, especially
yvoung black males, are twice as likely to be killed
than whites, yet these are mostly black-on-black
homicides. What about the equally obvious (for
anyone who bothers to study the statistics) point
that blacks kill twice as many whites as whites kill
blacks? This is the hate crime that dare not speak
its name, at least not on the polite airwaves or in
the pages of the liberal press.

Were America the racist Reich that FC
propagandists habitually paint i, the weight of
these statistics would be reversed, and thers
might be some justification for the charges of
“genccide” on the part of black activists and their
white allies every time a posse of skinheads gets
loose, Bui as swthor Jared Taylor points out,

“Even a cursory search will bring to light little-
known crimes committed by blacks against
whites that would have been national news if
committed by whites agaimst blacks.”

Consider the following rap sheet of
crimes which were, with one or two cxceptions,
not deemed worthy of being treated as major sto-
res:

= {Jne ovening in July 19EE, a young
white man named Danny Gilmore of Warren,
COhio, was refurning from the downiown
Cleveland Rib Burn OM with two friends (who
happened to ba black) i his pickup truck. Lost,

they were driving through a black East Side
neighborhood, searching for the expressway on-
ramp, when a black man on a moped pulled out
inta traffic without lookmg and bumped inio
them. Although the moped rider was unhurt (and
at fault), Gilmore waited for the police to arrive.
In the meantime, a crowd of young blacks, many
of whom are believed to have been members of a
local gang called the East Side Crushers, began
to argue with Gilmore and his two friends and
then attacked them. Gilmors was singled out. Hit
on the head with a beer bottle, he collapsed onta
the street in front of his truck. Gilmore was
kicked and stomped by the pang, while one of
them kept velling, “Bum rush! Bum rush!”, a
phrase taken from a popular rap song of the time,
which they used as a code 1o designate their vic-
fims. Then one gang member jumped inside the
cab of the treck, slarted the engine, and repeai-
edly ran Danny Gilmore over with his own vehi
cle while the assembled gangsters cheered, While
Gilmore lay there crushed end helpless, oneg of
the gang stole his wallet. Gilmore died the next
day in a hospital without recovering conscious-
nesg. He was 13,

The Cleveland establishment went out of
its way to sofl-poddle the racial angle of the
Gilmore murder. Said the executive director of
the city’s Community Relations Board, Earl W.
Williams, “As far as I'm concerned, it's not
racial." Mr. Willlams attributed the incident to
the fact that it occurred in a “prefty rough™
neighbarhood. The city's major newspaper, the
Plain-D}eafer, also downplayed race. In an irony
that conld anly oceur in the current PC climate, &
black reporter for the paper who tried to cover
the story in all its ramifications saw anxious white
aditors Iy 1o I!ltlr:-' l:hl.‘: :r:l:.:r:l.E :Lngl:i,‘.
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One Cleveland homicide detective
claimed, *The mayor’s office doesn’t want us to
have racial killings in this town, so Danny
Gilmore's death wasn't a racial crime, And I'm
the tooth fary.”™

= A month after the widely reported
Bensonhurat incident, which involved the shoot-
ing of a black youth by a member of a white gang,
an almost identical crime was committed by
blacks in the Bronx. A white man got out of his
car to maks a phone call on East Tremont
Avenue, a racially-mixed neighborhood. Two
blacks approached and challenged him, “What
are you white guys doing on Tremont?
You don't belong here,” There was an
argument, and then one of the blacks
pulled a gun and shot the white man in
the stomach.

A prominent Mew York black
aciivist minester, whos2 indignation over
Bensonhuorst had been widely quoted in
the local press, said, "I dont know that
that's racism as 1 define it. There's a dif-
ference between racism and revenge.”

== [n October 1989, in Kenosha,
Wisconsin, a group of young black men
“hyped up™ {in the words of one of
them) with hate affer viewing the film
Mississippt Burring, with its depiction
of Klen violence in civil-rights-era
South, determined to “move on some
while people” and came upon 14-year
old Gregory Riddick, whom they beat
savagely., The gang' leader, Todd
Miichell, received a sentence of [our
years: (wo years for aggravated battecy,
plus two more years for conducting 3
hate crime. Young Riddick was left with
permanasnt brain damage.

=+ [ne Saturdey night in May
1990, in Tampa, a dozen black tesns
showed up at a local hangout freguented
by white 1eens, looking for a Gght, and
ot i, Trounced, they returned later
with reinforcements. They found some
of their recent opponents in a parking
lot a few blocks away, They altacked the
unarmed whites with clubs, One black
pulled a pistol and fGred, scattering the
whites, The blacks then pursped one
unfortunate kid for several blocks, final-
ly cornering him. According o a woman
whao witnesaed the result, seven blacks beat him
with two-hy-fours, | :

T eould see a piece of wood come down
and crack. against his head,” she iold polics,
adding that, with every blow, they roared: “Don't
ever fuck with us! Don't ever fuck with us again!”
The boy, eged 19, died and four adultis and two
Juveniles were charged with first-degree murder
in his death.

e In Januvary 1991, in Boston, Bobert
Herberl and three other young black men made
a pact Lo kill the first white person they saw, That
hapless individual turned out to be Mark
Belmore, a white stodent at Northeastern
University, whom the foursoms stabbed o death.

= In San Diego, in December 1991,
gangs of blacks went on “wilding™ sprees, altack-
ing 46 white men and four while women, savage-
Iy beating them before robbing them. San Diego
police refused (o desipnate these offenses as hate
CTifmes.

e During 1991-92, Hulon Mitchell, alias
Yahweh ben Yahweh, leader of the Miami-based
black "Hebrew™ cult, the Yahweh Temple of
Love, was tried on several counts of murdering,
or having ordered the murders of, white people
as ritual killings demanded of imtiates of his cult.

The Yahweh sect preached that the white
man was, literally, the Devil. As part of his indoe-
trination course in race hatred, Mitchell’ben
Yahweh would show all members of his congre-
gation—regardless of age or pender—porpo-
graphic films of white women having sex with
cither black men or amimals as proof of "Miss
Anns" degraded, lustful natore. (“Miss Ann”
was a4 common slave cuphemism for the planta-
tion's white mistress.)

Mitchell alsa taught elasses in the proper
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that the reason for his previous reluctance to
emphasize the McLauchlin case as a hate crime
was because ol the possible repercussions within
the community. In essence, he was wary of
sparking a racial conflagration. Melissa's
boyfriend, John - Owen, also felt that she was tar-
geted because of her skin color.

On January 12; the prosecutors in the
McLauchlin case announced their inteation “to
seek the death penalty on whoever shot this
girl.™ At this time, the case had still failed to gen-
erate much national attention. The story was not
handled by the major networks, the two major
news-magazines, or the two major
national newspapers.

On February 17, the
MclLauchlins appearcd on a Monsl
Williams eplsode entitled “They Killed
My Daughter Because She was White.”
Mo other television show was interested.

On May 22, 1994, nearly 17 months
after her death, the trial of Melissa
McLauchlin's murderars began. The first
defendant to be tried for murnder, with
the death penalty sought by prosecutors,
wis Matthew Carl Mack. The circts
began when defense attorney FPeter
Them accused the media of issuving
“prossly in0ammatory and factually dis-
honest” reports. He also accused the
police of manipulating the racial issue by
continuing to “dribble out provocative
and falze information to the media.”

Ia the meantime, in Detroit
police raided the home of Joe Gardner’s
parents. They discovered the car in
which Melissa had been killed and a
bloody shirt presumed o belong to
Gardner, Police told the Detroll Free
Fress that Gardoner’s mother, a Wayne
County deputy sherff, was “not helpful®
in the search for her fugitive zon, On
May 26, on the eve of the murder trials
of his brothers in crime (it was deter-
mined 1o try Matthew Williams in a sep-
arale trial from Matthew Carl Mack}),
Joe Gardner was placed on the FBIS
Ten Most Wanted List.

The jury chosen to try Matthew
Mack consisted of five white women,
five white men, and two black women:
Chne black woman was released from duty: she
became hysterical mere minutes after being
sclected. She told the judge she hadn't been able
1o sleep since initial questioning and was suffer-
ing from migraines. In a random draw, she was
replaced by a white man. -

With no guestion of their goilt, and no
moral justification for their actions, the defen-
dants and their attorneys embarked on the wlti-
mately self-defeating strategy of defaming their
victim’s character.

Roger Williams: testified that Melissa
was “tricking for crack cocaine.” He claimed
that he was simmoned to Mack® trailer by
Matthew Williams to help in a fight. When he
gol there, he was told that there was a girl pre-
sent who was exchanging sex for drugs. He
claims he was (old (o pretend to be the guy with
the drugs in return for having sex with her. He
claimed his sex was consensual, and so was
Mack's, as he was present when it took place,

He also claimed that Gardner grew
angry with Melissa, screamed al her, then fried
unsuccessfully to pencirate her anally. 'Williams
tried to calm Gardner, which he said made
Gardner angry enough to throw him out He
claimed that he did not know that Gardner had
killed McLauchlin until the next day.

Indira Simmons, Matthew Williams® pirl-
friend, testified that she was in the trailer that

night, as she lived with Williams and Mack.’

Williams told her that the othér guys'had a pros-
titute in another room. She elaimed to. have seen
McLauchlin in the kitchen and that she smiled
and did not seem distressed. She said that Mack
came into her room later holding a knife, claim-
ing that “he was going to kill the bitch.” She said
she thought he was kidding.

Edna Jenkins, Gardner's girlinend at the
time, said she got to the trailer about the time
Roger Williams was leaving. She claimed to
overhear Gardner, Mack, and Matthew Williams
discussing something urgent, saying things like;
“What you gonna do? We got to do that..”

Tust Before she lefi, she saw those same
men brang a woman from the trailer, with a scarf
covering her face, and her hands tied behind her
back. She said she didn't know what the men
were up to until the next day.

For his part, Mack claimed that he
thought Melissa was going to be dropped off

unharmed until Gardner suddenly shot her five

times in the head with a pistol at close range.
All three witnesses, of course, cut deals

with the prosecution in exchange for their testi-

monies.: Prosecutor Bailey conceded that
Melissa voluniarily entered the car with the five
black men but could not have known their infen-
tions. He did not say on what evidence he based
his beliel, since the victim was not prescnt fo
contradict any of the testmonies, bul this con-
cession may have been pari of the deal he cut
with the three defendants who testified as prose-
cution witnesses,

Melizsas boyiriend and - fiancee, John
Owen, admitted that Melissa had a drug problem
when they had lived in Florida, but that she had
cleaned up. And contrary to defense allegations
about Melissas drug use that last night of her
life, her aniopsy revealed that while there was
evidence of alcobol in her system, there wers no
traces of drugs.

The most damaging witness against
Mack was his next-door neighbor, Pamela Holt,
whio testified that Mack asked her, the day after
Melissa's: death, if she had been watching the
ncws lately. When Holt asked why, Mack told
her “We killed a white bitch last night. We've
been planning on doing this for awhile.” He then
gave her this account:

- <"Om -the ‘fight of December 24, 1992,
Mack, Matthew Williams, and Joe Gardner were
riding around when they saw McLauochlin, obvi-
ously drunk, walking alongside the road. She
asked them If they wanted to party and il they
had any “rock™ (crack). They told her they did-
n't, and started to leave, butl McLauchlin *called
them niggers and stuff, and threw rocks st the
car.”

They stopped, told Mclauochlin that
they did have drugs, but that she would have to
come back to their trailer to get them. She then
got in the car with them, voluntarily. But when
she got there, and found out that they had lied
pbout the drugs, she refuzed o have sex with
anyone,

Then “Joe [Gardner] put the gun to her
head and said take off all your clothes. Joe ook
her back in the front room and raped her.”

When it was all over, Melissa wazs told Lo

sorub herself off with hydrogen peroxide, and

Mack scrubbed her down with a steel woal pad.
Then she was blindiolded with a towel,
her hands confined behind her back
with toy handcuffs. She was put into
the back seat ol the car with Williams.

During the ride, Melissa “was
doing a loi of screaming and Kicking;
[Williams] was punching her, trying to
shut her wp.” At this point, Gardner
turned around and shot her

Williams expressed shock, and
asked Gardner why he had done that.
“1 thought we were just going to stran-
gle her and throw her in the woods!™

Taking the witness stand in his
own defense, Mack claimed that
Gardner brought up the idea of killing
Melissa because “she kept demanding
drugs or money after willingly having
gex with them."

Mack had earher told police
that he was mad at his former white
girifriend a day or so before the
McLauchlin murder when hs told
Gardner and Matthew Williams that
he’d like to strangle her.

According 1o a Detroit police
homicide report, made after his arrest
thare, Mack said that "any white pirl

fwould do,” but alsa claimed, "we were
just sitfing around joking,"

Mack testified that it was
Ciardner who mads Melizsa shower (o
cleanse away incriminating evidence,
Gardner who blindiolded her, and then
bound her with toy handecuffs. He quot-
ed Gardner as saying, “Man, we're
going to have to kill that betch.”

Mack insisted that there
no plot betwen himself, Gardner,

Matthew Williams to abduct, rape, torture, and

kill a white gicl; that the alleged motive was

made up by the police, who combined three
unrelated statements made over the course of
two hours to make it look like a plot. However,

Mack was contradicted by a tape recording of his

oWn voice.

In that tape, Mack related that he,
Gardner, and Williams had been drinking all day
and watching movics, including one pornograph-
ic movie dealing with imterracial sex and two of
the - Faces of Death movies, which show real
deaths and executions. It was during these view-
ings that Mack, angry at his white girlfriend,
made the remark that he wanted to kill her, even
“stab her,” but conceded that “it ain’t got to be
her, any white™ would do.

And as they watched the pornographic
film, inwolving & black man and a white woman,
Williams allegedly expressed his desire to have a
white woman. About two hours later, they were
watching a TV news show recapping the biggest
stories of the year (1992), prominent among
which was the wideotaped beating of Rodney
King by several white Los Angeles police offi-
cers. This caused Gardner to exclaim, “That's
four hundred years of oppression!™ Gardner
wont on to say that his New Year's resolution was
“to kill a white bitch.”

In another statement that Mack made to
Naval Investigators, but which he denied making
al the trial, Mack remembered a-.gquestion he had
posed to Willisms: “How many years do yoo
think this takes off the oppression of the black
race?”, to which Williams replied, “About 10
years.”

In his summary, FProsecutor Bailey
pointed oul that all accoumts showed that
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nobody had sex with Melissa until after Gardner
pulled a gun on her, that even Mack, insisting

that McLavchin had consensual sex with him, -

admitted that although she didn't say “no,” she
cried and pleaded with him not to hurt her
“Does that sound like conseosual sex to any of
you?™ he inguired of the jurors.

The jury, 11 whites and one black,
answered by giving Mack life imprisonment plus
30 years for the kKidnapping and murder of
Melizsa McLauchlin, But they rejected the
siate’s plea for the death penalty. Under the life
sentence, Mack will be eligible for parole after
serving thirty years, in 2024.

Matthew Williams received the same
sentence, Indira Simmons, Edna Jenking, and
Roger Williams all copped pleas.

On Cctober 20, 1994, Joe Gardner, the
man who shof Melisgza McLauchlin, was finally
arrested by the FBI in Philadelphia, where he
was working as a grocecy clerk wnder an alias.
“We wanted this fellow wery badly,” noted
Dorchester County Shenff Sutherland, who said
there were many smilez and cheers in hiz office
when the news came through,

On April 14, 1995, Gardner pleaded not
guilly. Prosecutors asked lor the death penalty,
O December 10, 1995, Gardoer was convicted
of the kKidoapping and murder of Melissa
tclauchlin by a jury of seven women and five
men. They returned their decision after only
two hours of deliberation. On December 13, the
same jury took another two hours to decide that
Joz Gardner should forfeit his life in the electric
chair or by lethal injection.

he McLauchlin murder was a wedge driven
between the black and white communities
in the Charleston area, threatening initially to
erupt into racial conflict, and this is reflected in
letters senl to the citys largest newspaper, the

Fost and Courier. White readers in particalar: =

were outraged that certaln members of the
black communitys leadership, like State
Senator Ford, were trying to downplay any sug-
gestion of the McLaoschhn miurder being a case
of black racism and accusing the media of sen-
gationalizing, if nof inventing, that angle.
Several white readers complained, apain and
again in nearly the same words each letter, that
had the skin colors of the victim and her mur-
derers been reversed, there would have been no
end to the hue and cry from professional “anti-
racisl™ proups like the NAACP, ACLTL
Southern Poverty Law Center, .Center for
Democratic Fenewal, ef. al., all of whom were
noticeably mute during the days that the
McLauchlin story took center stage in
Charleston, ]

Many white readers bitterly pointed out
the inadequacy of the national news media’s cov-
erage of the McLaochlin murder in comparison
ia the wrgency with which they treated white-on-

black incidents. One reader wondered why there

wiig 20 litthe interest in the case from the federal
level. “Where are the U.S. Justice Department
and the Attorney Generals office to look into
violations of her ci#il rights?™ he asked. “When
this tragic event is compared (o some of the petty

events in which there have been guestions. of
civil rights and racial prejodice in the Charleston

area in the past six months, there is no compar-
isom in their harshness.™

Also frequently noted by whites was the .

lack of both black remorse and media outrage
concerning McLauchlin. “Jusi imagine,” wrote
another disgusted white reader, prompted by
regional pride as well as moral outrage, “the

reaction if Melissa McLauwchlin had been-a black.

woman who'd been raped and murdered by
white racists. The New York media would have
held a field day and. the South wouold be vilified
ong more time as bigoted and racist.”

: There were contrary white views. One
31-year-old woman, a former teacher, wrote a
long letter in which she urged the Charleston
arca to “get a grip” on iwself. After speaking of
African Americans’ contribution to the culture
of Charleston, she pointed out that all the serial
kitters she ever heard of were white and that

most murder victims were killed by someone of
the same skin color. Soch reflexive self-right-
eous letters as this one highlighted the disorien-
tation that Melissa's case enpendered among
white liberals.

Another woman reader played the fem-
inist card and pointed out that the McLauchlin
murder was only 50 percent racially motivated:
“Since the suspects stated that they were look-
ing for a white woman victim... Therefore the
crime was 50 percent gender motivated.” For
ber, “sensationalizing the rape’'murder as 100
percent racially motivated adds to already seri-
ous racial tensions and downplays the impor-
tance of rape as a crime of hate against women.”

Senalor Robert Ford retaliated against
his critics, chiding “deccnt white people™ for
!'ETIIEIFIII'IE silent whenever racist CULFARES Were
perpetrated against blacks. Ford evén implied
that the police should be investigated for possi-
blv inventing o racist plot in the MclLauchlin
case, At the same ime, he congratulated the
police for their swilt apprebension of the perpe-
trators but opincd that it would have taken two
weeks or more, vather than & mere 48 houars, for
the police 1o make any arrests if McLauchlin
were a black woman.

CUme black reader defended the NAACP
and biack leaders, after making the obligatory
murmurs of outrage agzinst “the eight “sleare
bags’ who committed the alleged erime.™ I was
this phrase that outraged Leonard Singleton,
who would have been Melissa’s [ather-in-law,
into responding, “How can he possibly say the
‘alleged’ crime? Does he think that it did not
happen?_ Imagine your mother, wife, sister, or
your girlfriend being kidnapped and raped mi
gunpoint by six men, while two women werg
there. Imagine being tortured and rold you are
going. to die. Imagine, just what Missy went
through the last two hours of her life, Let each

one of the suspects be tried on Whar thieyreid: g

Missy.™

om will say that, in fact, the media does

report on white hate crimes, and even
overemphasizes them, members of the media
being predominantly white. They will point ta
the Central Park jogger “wilding” of 1988; the
black riots against Hasidic Jews in Crown
Heights, Brooklyn, which resulled in the stab-
bing death of Yankel Rosenbaum in 1991; the
near-fatal gpang beating of white truck driver
Beginald Denny during the South Central Los
Angeles riots; the shooting of a white congress-
man’s aide by a black man who vowed 1o kill a
white in Washington, D.C., in 1992; Jamaican
immigrant Colin Ferguson's massacre ol while
and Asian commuieis on the Long lsland
Railroad in 1993; or the shooting of thres-year-
old Stephanie Kuben by members of a Chicano
gang when her father: turned down the wrong
street in Los Angeles last year

The press does tend fo notice things that

happen In their own backyards, in citics-where
media or governmental power resides. But inci-
dents that occur in the rest of the country may

--as well have happened on Mars for all the cov-

erage they are granted. The McLauchlin murder
alone should have been a major media issue, the

- kind -that leads to the sort of national soul-
searching that the Brawley hodx elicited. But it

wasn't. 5o many black-on-white crimes just
don't qualify for marquee billing. -

Thiz pecoliar tendency to overlook,
downplay, excuse, or even justify amti-white
hate crimes oaly seems to cmbolden- some
prominent blacks to admit to theirown (hope-
fully) former tendency to indulge in this ghet-

to sport. One would think that this sort of.

confession would be held against the confes-
sor, or at least damage his career prospects, as

it would for any white writer who confessed to,

having beaten np blacks for kicks while a skin-

head or junior Klansman, Far from it; it actu- |

ally seems lo be & carcer enhancement for
young black males seeking to establish their
street credibility in certain PC/diversity
enclaves. Consider the acclaim that greeted

Washington Fost writer Nathan MeCall’s autlo--
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biography Makes Me Wanna Holler: A Young
Black Man in Amierica,

In this- memaoir, which was widely
praised with words like “onflinching honesty,"
MeCall begins with an aceount of a beating he
and his bros inflicted upon a hapless teenage
white boy who made: the mistake of riding his
bicyele through their "hood.

“He was definibely mn the wrong place
to be doing the tourist bit,” McCall blithely
recalls. He says that he took out after the kid
along with hizs pals, Catching up with him, they
knocked him off his bike. "He fall to the
ground and it was all over. We were on him
like white on rice. Ignoring the passing cars,
we stomped and Kicked him. My stick partners
kicked him in the head and face and watched
the bleod gush from his mouth. I kicked him in
the stomach and nuts, where 1 koew it would
hure. Every time 1 drove my Foot into his balls,
I felt better, with cach blow defiverad 1 gritted
my teeth as 1 remembered some recent racial
slight.”

The white boy had cerled up inw a
fetal position trying to protect his head and
vitals, MeCall claims that he and the rest
backed off, fearing that they had killed him,
“but one dude kept stomping, like he'd gone
berserk. He seemed crazed and consumed in
the pleasure of kicking that white boy's ass.
When he Dnished, he reached down and
picked up the white duode’s bike, lifted it as
high as he could above his head, and slammead
it down on him hard.” McCall knew the boy
was still alive only because he was breathing,
otherwise he didn't even flinch when the bike
wis slammed down on him; he was oul cold.
McCall and his friends left laughing and boast-
ing aboutl what they had dane.

MeCall relates how “good™ it made

‘him and his friends feel to bumresh white

biogs, “getting revenge on behalf of all black
people. They called 1 “gettin® some get-back.”
McCall remembers that after his older brother
gol his drivers license, his gang would cruise
into white neighborhoods, looking for pedes-
trinns to assault, “Using sticks and fists,” he
recalls, they would then “beat them to within
an inch of their lives.”

Mow, from his comforiable vantage
point as a successful journelist with a major
establishment newspaper, McCall can look
back on it all, and while distancing himself
from all those “crary things the fellas and 1 did
and remember the hate and violence that we
unleashed,” he can still justify it when.he con®
siders the way white America has treated
blacks: "Owur random rage in the old days
makes perfect sense to me.”

There are several revealing: passages
later in McCall’s book that shed some ironic
significance on his violent pasl. At one point,
musing on the departure of one of his few
while friends at work; McCall muses, “It% sad
this, this gull between blacks amd whites.
We're so afraid of each other..." While McCall
spends most of the book excoriating whites for
everything he can think &f, it never scems to
occur to-him that his own. past- behavior has
contributed to this gulf. Whites afraid of him?
Gosh, wonder why?. At another point, he tells
of the time when he confronts the new multi-
culturalist editor with information that he has
served time for armed robbery. The editor
blandly replies, “ls that all?” and tells him to
let him know if anyone gives him “shit™ about
it.

With writers like McCall on staff at
major papers, in concert with those editors who
hire and pamper them, it's-no wonder that anti-
white hate crimes like the rape-murder of
Melissa McLauchiin are censored from the pages
of 'papers like BMcCall’s own domain, The
Washington Post, and remain the: hest- -4 pA7e
known bat [east- -:;Tm:usmd soedal . prob-
lem in America, @ | L

G, .i" Krupey is a freelance writer in Pennsylvania
whose last article in Heterodoxy was “The Qmu
of Afrocenirizm”™ (November F005),
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This Postman Always Brings Vice

n the Italian production [
Pastino {The Postman) was nomi-
nated as best movie of the year, it

was the first time in decades that such an
honor had been given to a foreign film. The
film is the tale of an illiterate mail carter who
15 befriended by Chilean Communist wriler
Pablo Neruda, who is presented as being in
exile from a right-wing government in his
homeland. Neruda helps the subliterate
mailman express his passion for a
woman he loves by “lending™ him his
verse. He also lends him his ideas: after
MNeruda has returned to Chile, the
mailman participates in & Commumnist
rally where he is killed there.

H Postine is supposed ta be a bitter-
swizel look st a frendship and ot the power of
words to imnite a slumberng passion for Life
and love. But thee is a subtext, perhaps unin-
tended, that is truer than the ext Neruda
promises to maintain a fmendship with the
simple postman when he leaves for home, and
then he never answers his letlers, When he
returns Lo ltaly years later and finds that the
man s dead, he 15 saddened. But his complic-
ity in the death—because of the contagion of
his totalitadan ideas—never oocurs to hime
[Tis & true to the real Nemds, who, while
hailed by gringos as the greatest modem poet
in the Spanish language, has never been
accorded such esteem in  sophisticated
Hispanic literary culture, where he has always
been considered o plagiarist, a gasbag, and a Stalinist
hack whese poems combing the virtnes of Hod
hMeKuen and Lavrent Beria.

Indeed, Meruda (born Neftali Reves) had no
internaticnal reputation of sipnificancs at all unil the
1950s, when Moscow nesded Hispanie and other
public fipures as pawns in the Cold War Thea his
name was trumpeted far and wide, and he became
the Communist candidate for the Mobel Prize. The
after-effects of that [erary campaian are still with us,

It is no surprise that Julia Roberts, Hollywood actress.

and would-be literary critic, recently declared her
greatest role model was Neruda—for her, someone
who thought great thoughts.

Juliza Roberts became famous portraying a
hooker and Neruds was the whore of Moscow, 50
they hind something in common. And it = safe to say
that if the actress knew the thoughts that really went

through Mermiday mind, she might not have had such’

warm and fuzzy feclings for him.

Merudas original reputation rested on a
book titled Twenty Love Poers and A Desperate
Song. That ftem, which Grst appeared in 1924,
remaing in print in English today. Unfortunately for
MNeruda, poem number 16 out of the 20 is lifted
almost verbatim from a book by BRabimdrandath
Tagore, an Indian poet and intellectual of some note
m those tmes. After much presure, Neruda was
induced to append a npote mentioning the “para-
phrase” in the fifth editon of his book, which
appeared in 1937.

But plagiarism is only the most minor of the
offenses to be laid at the feet of Pablo Neruda. He
was also a soldier in the Kremlin®s cultural army and
& direct participant in the crimes of the Soviet secrel
police, !
Much of Neruda's later rencwn in the non-
Higpanic world accrued from his poblic stance as a
Chilean  diplomat  defending the embattled
Republican forces in their struggle against Franco
during the Spanish Civil War But for the non-
Communist Spanish Left, Merudak actions in the
interest of Stalin left him tainted and despised.

Im 193%, when the Spanish Republic fell after
being betrayed by the Communist  “international
brigades," Sovict advisors, and other Stalinist merce-
naries, many thousand Spandards sought (o escape
Franeo’s regime. [ndesd, virtually the entire anarcho-
syndicalist labor movement in Catalonda, a half mil-

By Stephen Schwartz

lion people, crossed the Pyrenees into France.

After the beginning of World War 11 a few
months after this flight, Spaniards in France faced
either internment in French camps or the looming
possibility of a Maxzi victory. The Spanish Republican
povernmeant in exile amassed a considerable fund of
monies for transportation of these refugees o the
Americat. But the decision about who would be
lscky enough to sail for the United States, Mexico,
Chile, Uruguay, and other conntries, fell to a group of
Communist agents and sympathizers, including the
Chilean dipbomat Patlo Nenwda

Massimo Troisi in 11 Postino

2w Jo e AW By ond DR and

Exife, Louis Stein wrilés, “The [Spanish] anarchists
claim that [the transport organizers] abwiiys gave pri-
arity to Communist applicants... In practice, [anii-
Communists] were given a disproportionately small
share of the available places™ A leading anti-
Clommaenigt lefiest, Federon Solane Palacio, went fur-
ther, declaring that some 86 percent of the applica-
tigns for transportation by the anarchisis were reject-
ed, condemning the applicants to remain in France
facing internment, if not death. Palacio specifically
cited the example of the Wisnipeg, & ship chartered
by the Chilean povernment. Access to the Winnipeg
was comntrofled by Neruda, who played the role of an
anti-Schindler, using his offices 10 condemn pel::-plc

. wha did not confam to s politics.

As an historian who has written on the
Spanish Civil War, | read with some shock the “palit-
ical testament™ of the Catalan labor historian Josep
Peirats, which was pubished in 19%93: “Belore World

War II stopped all departures, [three ships] sailed to -

Veracruz, Maxico. Later on, the Weedper sailed to
Chile... These first trips were administered by the
communists... They granted or denied passports [and]
sinctly screened passengers at points of embarkation,
The same procedure applied to transport 1o Chile,
where Pablo Neruda, the Chilsan poet.did the
scresning.”

Meruda's services to Stalin did not end wath
this sorry episode. In May 1940, the Mexican
Communist muralist David A. Siqueiros, in 8 preview
of the suceessful smpsination three months later, led
a mass, prmed attack on the Mexdoo ressdence of Leon
Trotsky, in which Troskys 12-yeargld prandson was
shot and an American youth serving as a' guard,
Robert Sheldon Harte, was kidnapped and minrdered,

According to Asi Aseginaron (a Troski), an
acconnt by the head of Mexicos police, Leandor
Salazar, of the mouiry nto the eventual killing of
Trotsky, n cunous sequence of events followed the
May attack. Siqueiros, who faced mine separate crim-
inal charges, was releasad on bail. Soon afier, the
Mexican ambassador 1o Chile was approached by
MNeruda, now Chilean consul in Mexioo City, Neruda
asked the Mexican ambassador 1o convey a Chilean
passport 0 Sigueircs, Sigeeires immediately Oed,
thus squelching & major part of the Trotsky murder
investigation, For the rest of his life, Neruda
expressed his undiluted pride in this action,

Because of hix services to the Kremlin,
Meruda’s name figures in a documentary source that
is of great imferest. This s a series of 2200 Soviet
secret-intelligence messapes decoded by the United
States National Security Agency decades ago, and
released to the public in a process that began last
year. The decrypted ‘messages, intercepted in tele-
graph traffic from Soviei agents in the Trnited States
between 1943 and 1945, were pathered under the
ultra top-secret title VENONA.,

Two of five scheduled VENONA releases
have taken place, The first covered nuclear espionage
and mcluded mmportant information showing
the guilt of the Rosenbere spy nng. Pablo
MNeruda sppears in the second group of
decryptions. Although the reference to him
does not specify his role, his name is found in
the company of Sovict spics. The next releass
of WEMOMNA, scheduled for this spring, will
cover messapes from San Francisco and
Mexico and should inclode moech more on the
attermpt to break Trotsky®: assassin, Eamon
Mercader, out of his Mexican jail cell, an
activity in which MNerneda mu.}' have boen
involved.

Hollywood, with ils phobia about
witch hunts, may be inclined to dismiss infor-
miation about the socialist-realist picture pre-
sented of Pablo Memuda in If Poxgno when it
cognes timse to vole on the Oscar for Best
Picture of 1995 Bat in truth, Mereds himself
never bothered to hide his great enthosigsm
for Joseph Stalin, Neruda honored Stalin with
special prase upon his death in 1953, He
wrote a hearifelt [hre.uc-:l:,. declaring:

) rr}i.l'q'hwd-"]"hd.ru -..l-..' S o
e Sraliniss faw!
— We prizist learn from Stalin
Rir sincere interity
iy coecrete clarily
—&talin iy the noar,
die ity of reaan and the peoples.
Stalinivty, Lef wr bear thiv atle with pride,
—ofalirist workers, clerks, wormen
Lake care af this daw! The light has not varnished
e (v Ry ros disappeared,
there iy only the groweh of
fieke, bread fire and hope
int Salin's invincible time!
wi 1 rECent years the dove,
FPeace, the wandering persecided rose,
Jovred herzelf in hiv showlders
ard Staliv, the pant one,
carried her of the hetghts of his foretead
A whave bealy against the siones of the shore,
Bur Malenkov will Sorigime his-wark.

This poem: remains fn priot in Nerudak
Spanish-language collected works. It has bean excised
from anthologies of his work in English, for obvious
redsons. [t should be noled that'ones of Neroda’s best
known collections in English -bears the tde The
Capeain'’s Verses. Most gringo enthusiasts probably
believe that the “captam™ s Meruda himscH. But his
memorial to Stalin conclodes with these fines:

. We will zail there topether, a poet a fisher-
rreare and the e fo the distand Capiein who
when entering into death left to all the peo-
Ples, az a legacy, hix Iife.

In 1971, Meruda finally got the Nobel Prize
he complaing aboit being denied in I Postire, moch
i the dipest of certain members of the selection
committes, who could not forget his ections in behalf

- of totalitariandsm. But his legacy—in the flm and in

the world—remaing a dark one. Quite by accident,
the filmmakers gor i rzght. Neruda appears o have
tavght the simple lialsmn mailman how to speak

of love, but the vocabulary he left behind =
when he retumed to Chils led only 1o death n
Stephern Schwariz works for the San Francisco
Chronicle,
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Firemen, contiraeed from page 1

Unlike the 11 other firemen who were
either on the {loor or erouching in the hallway to
one side, Lt Butler, 39, was standing erect
directly in front of the open door, with his
turnout (fire protection) coat unbuttoned and
his hands unprotected by gloves, When the
swirting cloud roared out of the apartment, it hit
him in the face like a blast from a jet engine,
blowing him hack, spinning him around, melting
his fingers to the bone, and causing deep burns
on. his forehead, stomach, abdomen, buttocks,
and thighs, He died in the hospi-
tal from renal failure the follow-
ing day—the first San Francisco
firefighter ever killed by affirma-
tive action.

[ course, affirmative action

proponents strongly object
io the notion that affirmative
action had anything to do with
Butler's death, pointing out that
several -other firemen were
burned in this incident, one
severely, and that two of them
weren'l wearing gloves either
When Glynn Custred, co-drafter
of r.hn ‘California Civil Rights
]!‘!Itlﬁll'«":. a proposed ballot mea-
sure that would in effect abolish
affirmative action in state busi- . &
ness and education, happened to
mention Butlers death on an edi-
ton of NBC's Dareline, be was
furiously attacked as being decep-
tive or gravely misinformed,
When [ asked Louite Eenne, a
San Francisco city attorney who
oversees the implementation of
the city's affirmative action plan,
in & recent interview whether
Butlers death was a consequencs
of affirmative action, she fold me
that the notion was absurd,

*"What do you think did
kill him?™ T asked.

“1 don't want to get into
fhat," she replied, moving on
quickly to something she'd
already said before—that any
firemen . who blamed Builer's
death on affirmative action were
fringe elements who wanted to
take the department back to the
racist, good old days when only
“sons or brothers or nephews™ of
firemen could get jobs in the
department. '

Actually, none of the people 1'd talked
to had expressed any such sentimenl. But the
intensity with which some people contest the
notion, that affirmative action results in the pro-
motion of unqualified. people does highlight its
principal Haw. When lederal cours mE;r.e: an
institution to fight. racial discrimination, | the
result is never social harmony, IS chaos fnd
resentment, often accompanied by mistrust,

antagonisin, huge financial settlements, the pro-

motion by color and gender of ungualified peo-
ple, and, in the case of the San Francisco Fire
Department, the tragic decling of a once-respect-
ed mstitution. !
Twenty-five .years: ago, passing the

entrapce exam for the San Francisco Fire'
Depdriment was more difficult than that igr

1:|1.|1]u1' universities. But in the early 1970%
public-interest law firms attacked the tests: as

racisl” barriers designed 1o keep out blacks.
t'.‘:]lranr..:: aml P‘[{I:I:Ill,:lhll_'lﬂfl.l EXAMS WEre: thrown
ouit, rewritten, watered down, and rcmnsttluu:d
g ensure that more minnriti-e;s passed.  And
when that didn't give the desired numbers, under
the terms of a 1988 consent decree, mernt rank-
ings on exams were recalculated under new cri-
teria or set aside entirely in an effort to reach the
desired percentages—40 percent minority and 10
percent female.

The depertment, which now has 1,500
firefighters, quickly went from one that was 13
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percent minority and had no women to one that
is currently 33 percent minority and 6.3 percent
female. But, in the minds of some firemen {most
of whom dont want their names used), it also
resulicd in falling standards, plummeting
morale, fear, intimidation in the station houses,
and a department that was fast becoming a dan-
ger miol ¢aly to the public but also to itsell.
“Here is something to think about,” says
Ray Batz, a veteran of nearly three decades on
ihe force, “The US-Labor Depariment says we
are the mosl hazardoos job in the country—

number one, We are fifth in on-the-job deaths,
We are first in on-the-job injures. We are first in
the severity of injuries, Every year 40 percent of
American frefighters are injured,

“So what are we hiring? We are hiring
110-pound Asian women because we have o
have them. We are hiring scmi-literates who are
capahle of writing reports with sentences like the
victim ‘jump out the window and have sprangs in
his angle’ or ‘the deceased met us at the door,™

“Seventy percent of our calls are now
medical,” says Batz, a lean and boyish looking
58. "You have to be literate to understand med-
ical rerminology. But we have people who arc
lieutenants who can’t spell licutenant.”

Jerry Butler was a nice man, says Batz,
but he should never have been a firefighter, let
alone a lieutenant: “1 worked with him a couple
of times on a daily basis. He was a naive, simple
man and a splendid physical specimen—he
plaved [ootball at Colorado State University—
but he had no comimon sense, no sense of his
own volnerability. It takes [eight to 10 years] to
acguire the skills, expericnce, and knowledge to
pass the licutenant’s test, but in a rush to meet
their ¢thnic and guota goals they made him &
licutenant after less than four years.™ Batz does-
n't bother to add the obvious conclusion: the first
time Buotler met up with something he wasn't

" pgquipped to handle, it killed him.

As a result of San Francisco's hazardous
fire conditions—side-by-side wooden Victorians
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on steep windy hills and narrow congested
strects—the citys [iremen have always taken a
particularly aggressive approach foward fires.
“No fire wonld kick them oot of a building,™ says
one young fireman. When the rats and the roach-
e would be running out of a burning buoilding
the fireman would be running in. “That was their
attitude—if they have something to stand on
they are stayving.”

When Ray Hatz joined the department
in 1986, he couldn't believe, he says, "how tough
these guys were, There were people in the
department who had fought at the
Battle of the Bulge. They didn't
take crap from anyone. They
% were all athletes—big, outdoorsy,
5 and loud. I came in at 6-feet, 190-
pounds and 1 was often the small-
esl guy on the truck. Now I am
often the bigpest guy on the truck
but everything still weighs the
game—its "The  Incredible
Shrinking Fireman.”” Some of
these newly hired vwomen (and
guys too) are barely five feet tall
They can't reach the ladders on
the fire trucks and when they do
they can't Ift them anyway.

"My back will never be
the same," savs Batz, “because a
tiny woman opted out of her
responsibility  toward me in
putting up-a 400-pound ladder at
a drill.” Baiz tried (o save the lad-
der (in 20 vears of putting up lad
ders he'd never been part of any
feam that dropped onc), sending
hiz back went into spasms from
which it hasn't yet fully recow-
crod,

“But that is what we are
confronted with because we have
this judgze [federal district judge
Marilyn Patel] who handed down
the conient decrec. She doesn't
care. She flat doesn’t care because
gshe wants numbers—racial and
gender numbers. That 5 not her
main concern. It's her only con-
cern.”

When Balz complains
aboutl incompetent women or
minorities he is careful to point
oul that he i3 by no means talking
about all blacks or all women.
The blacks who were hired on
merit {starting back in 1955) and
who passed the same tesis as
gveryone clse are well respected within the
department, Batz savs, and no one hesitates to
follow them amywhere. It's the same with
women, especially lesbians, says. Batz, many of
whom are hard-charging, dont mind getting
their hands dirty, enjoy the punch-you-in-the-
shoulder camaraderie of the station house, and
delight. in matching the men joke-for-raunchy-
joke. b
On the other hand, in an effort to fill the
gquota the depariment weni out and hired other
women (some of whom weren't even citizens)
who couldnt cope, couldn't lift ladders, knew
nothing about machinery {many of the older fire-
men came from the building trades), and were
generally so scared of fires that they have been
known to ket the air oul of their compressed air
supplics and then announce they have 1o leave
the fire to get a refill. On other occazions, women
have hid behind the fire trucks or decided 1o
make unneceszary inspections of hose connec
tions instead of fighting fires,

Omie woman, gays Baiz, climbed a 60-
foot ladder 1o the roof of a burning building,
pnnounced that she was dehydrated, and
prump[lj: chmibed down the ?_JddEf o geta drink
of water, leaving her fellow firemen to punch
holes in the roof by themselves. Well, it's easy to
understand her hesitation, save Batz, Mo one
wants to be on the roof of a burning building—
its hot; it%s dangerous; but it's also part of the
job. You have to vent the fite to prevent back-
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drafts. The problem was that some of the women
didn’t have the upper-body strength to use the
axes. The firemen called them “woodpeckers”
because their axes bounced off wood.

“Another time, says Batz, a woman fire-
fighter was lold 1o connect the hose to an indoor
water pipe while her crew advanced the hose 100
feet closer to the fire. Instead she ran out of the
building. “The men were shouting, “Cive us the
water, Wheres the water? She never gave them
any water. *What happencd?’ they asked. *Oh,’
she said. “They told us at the fire scademy if it
got oo hotl we could just leave,™ ;

Attitudes such as these
stun some of the older Gremen,
who were so rabidly atiached to
their jobs they'd show up on their
days  off teo fght fires
Aprressiveness was the name of
the game. If football was a game
of inches, Arefightng was a game
of minutes. They'd race o a fire,
kick down the door, rush inside,
and put water right on the source
to keep it from spreading Lo other
rooms. It was a [ar more difficult
job than perhaps some citizens of
Ban Francisco ever appreciated.
In the fires that followed the 1991
carthquake, liremen went up- on
the roofs of burning buildings in
the marina, knowing the notmal
escapes were cul off, pouring
water on adjacent buildings in an
effort to save them, planning [o
slide down their fire hoses if all
clse failed.

Nowadays, according 1o
Ray Batz and others who feel as
he does, some licutenants just
order their men to break a win-=2
dow and stick the hose through -
the pane rather than go inside a
buming house. The result is that
fires that in former times would
kave begn minor incidents limited
to the “room and contents™ mow
furn into multi-plarm fires which
spread to the hallway, the eotire
building, or other houses on the
block. It's what one retired fire
chief calls the department's new
“civil service mentality™—you
just put in your hours, cover your
ass, avoid risks, and leave at 42300,

Fm‘ the 1978 lisutenant’s exam,

candidates had to know all

fire department rules and regulations, 25 manii-
als of fire proccdures, applicable partions af the
City Charter, the building code, the fire code, the
housing code, and 81 chapters in three books. In
the words of one San Franciseo Chromicle
reporter, it was sheer, brutal memorization.”
Study halls in the fire stations were always full of
poople studying for exams.

When he took the licutenant’s exam,
says one inspector, he spent 18 months prepanng
for it, studying up to 12 hours a day in the final
weeks. “The tests were arduous and difficult to
pass,” he recalls. But at least no one claimed the
fesls were rgped against high achievers—you
could see the answers afterward. You would pay
£3 and they would give you your test, and you
would pay another §3 and they would give you
the answer key

Furthermore, complains one fireman,
the new tests don't so much test what the eandi-
date knows about fighting fires as how he [zels
about them. Whercas in the past the tests would
ask aboul how long an engine truck’s 500-gallon
water tank woukd Last ot a given pump pressure,
now, points out one frostrated candidate for cap-
tain, they ask “what have you done to demon-
sirale your commitment to promoting the goals
of the consent decree?”

In an effort to disgoise what's really
poing on, savs Lt Ron Van Pool, the departiment
has come up with all soris of euphemisms for
race-porming the lestz—"front loading™ and

“shiflting bands.” But 1o white firchightcrs it all
amounts o the same thing—blatant manipulation
of test scores to meet a predetermined quota.
Attorneys for public-interest law firms
seeking to overtum the entrance and promotion-
al criteria on behalf of blacks and women argue
that drastic intervention inlo hirng aod promo-
tion was necessary because of the fire depart-
ment's historic institutionalized racism. As
proof, they cite the famous swastika incident of
January 1938, in which a black and an Asian fire
inspector claimed they came back to their office

Fire Chief Robert Demmons

after a hard "morning of making fre safety
inspections and, much to their rage and horror,
found s swastike leaning against their office
wall. Tt unnerved them 50 much they were prac-
tically too trembly to' talk on TV (even though,
as san Francisco Chronicle colummnist Herb Caen
pointedly noted, a Jewish inspector who shared
the same office said he waso't “upset by it™ at
all.) Later they went ‘on disability leave at full
pay and filed civil rights lawsuits against the city
for 5 million apiece. 1

For federal judge Marilyn Patel, who is
regarded as a bright but deeply partisan jurist,
the swastika was the [inal straw. Branding iHe
department “out of control,” Patel, originally
appointed by Jerry Brown, threatened to put top
fire department officers in jail if they didn't put a
stop to racial incidents. This set off a feeding
frenzy. “There was one reporter on the local
news,'” savs firefighter Jerry Sullivan, “If she did
it once, she did it cight times—Racism in the
fire depariment. News at 11" Politicians
dencunced the department a5 worse than South
Africa. Young black males flipped the finger at
lirefiphters as they rode through the streets. The
FBI was called in to investigate. Fire Chief
Edward Phipps was forced to resign, and two
other officers were barred from [uwiure promo-
tions,
' Later, when the fire department gave lie
detector tosts to cveryone in the station, excepi
for the two inspectors who supposedly discov-

PAGE 13

ered it, the swastika hate crime incident was dis-
covered almost certainly to have been a hoax.
The two inspectars who claimed to have foond it
in their office tumed out to have been in deep
trouble at the time of the incident [or shortoom-
ings which included such things as liling false fire
safely inspection reports and taking unautho-
rized time off from work. (One of them claimed
to have made 200 inspections in a single day,
whereas on a good day even the most conscian-
tious inspector can do perhaps 15.) When lurther
investigation also revealed that they had lhed
ahout their whereabouts the
morning the swastika showed up,
the jury rejected their 35-million
civil chghts claims.

In most fire departments
people who had commutied such
viclations would be prosecuted or
at the very least discharged, but
such” assumplions don't take inlo
account the morally fopsy-turvy
world projected by the fire
department’s consent decres, One
of the inspectars went on semi-
permanant disability leave; the
other received a permianent pro-
motion and, just W make sure ao
one retalisted agaiost him, the
d.ﬂ:,' the jlll‘}' EEjECIEtI hi= i.'I.q.iml
battalion fire chiefs fanned out
throwghout the department warn-
ing frefighters not o ndicule,
scorm, upbraid, or otherwisc
embarrass the inspector. Their
line to angry firefighters was, *We
don’t want you calling bam a [uck-
ing asshole.”

" “But he was a fucking
asshole,™ one fireman says now
“He Ked in Tederal touri. "He
ruined careers. He asked for mil-
hons. And then they promoted
him.”

It)s incidents such as this
onz that make many San
Francisco firemen walk around
on eggshells, fearfol that if they
happen to say the wrong word to
the wrong person, they could get
reprimandesd, time off, lose pro-
motions or see their carcers evap-
orate entirely, “I've never been so
scared 1o speak my mind in my
life,” says one otherwise oulspo-
ken fireman, There are people
who walk around with little black
books hoping thal somesone will
say something that they can report to the EEQC.

If someone 15 8 member of a protected
class, firfemen complain that they can't even
point out to the person that b or she is inca-
pable of performing basic firefighting tasks. Cme
young fireman I spoke 10 told me that he once
complained to a seniof officer that the men in
the field would really appreciate it if someone of
his rank would for once stand up to the
inequities of the consent décree, “] cam't,”

" answered the officer, “Whenever I do I get about

30 lawyers in my office.”

Some [firemen have tried to protect
themselves by simply keeping their mouths shut
any time “guota hires™ with chips on their shoul-
ders are within carshot. “But then they write you
up for ‘shunning,"” says L1, Ron Vaa Pool, who
has spent 370,000 of his own money futilely Gling
reverse-discrimination suils against the depart-
ment in recent years.

Attorneys for civil rights groups respond
that the problem isnt so much that minority
hires are unqualified as that many firemen in the
department refuse to obey orders from any offi-
cer not a white male,

The firemen [ talked to agrecd that
some officers who got their promaotions by virtue
of their sex or skin color are indeed ipnored
whenever possible, bul what, they ask, is their
alternative—risking their lives so the depart-
ment cin meet some arbitrary quota dreamed up
by Judge Patel? A house on fire is too dangerous
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& place—it’s hot, smoky; embers are falling from
the ceiling; people are swinging axes; wood is [y-
ing. Its not a place for someone who doesn't
knoer what he's doing.

“If you-bring in guys who never studied
for the tests, who were promoted before they
knew the job,” says one young firefighter, “when
you get them out therc on a real fire, they
froeze—they dont know what to do.”

In some othér northern California fire
departments, before a person will even be
allowed to take an entrance test for firefighter,
he or ghe has to take a course in fire science at a
community college, have paramedic or emer-
gency medical technician training, and obtain
“Firefighter I certification from the state of
California. In San Francisco, on the other hand,
g candidate only meeds a high schoal diploma
(and even that requirement only survived by a 4-
io-3 fire commission vote) and six weeks resi-
dency in the city. As a result, complain some fire-
men, the department is hiring people who they
promptly have to fire for using cocaine on the
jab, wha are HIV-positive, who are not even cil
izens of any country in the western hemisphere.

But anyone who complains about such
matlers is branded as a reactionary neanderthal
spouting racist white noise. I went to [a pretty
liberal university],” says one fireman. “All I
heard was that the fire department was racist. |
behieved in affirmative action. 50 when 1 joined
the department, I'm looking for racism. It isn®
there.” What is there, he says, is real cama-
raderie and a desire to get the job done.

This male-bonding aspect of the job is
one thing the people in the diversity/sensitivily
industry will never understand, says Hay Balz.
Mor will it appreciate how this bonding con-
tributes fo an E-fftl;‘li.‘r’t?-‘.:lrti.'. which is why 1en-
sion between women officers and male hrefight-
crs is particulariy Righ C Tudh :

O woman fieutenant showed up at a
firehonse (where evervone traditionally takes
turns cooking and cleaning up) and announced,
“1 don't cook. T don't shop. I'm a vegetarian.”
Another female officer hit a lireman on the head
with a six-cell fashlight because he didn't obey
an order ta move her hose to another fire (and
this despite the fact he didn’t even work for her)
Another woman officer put an old Chinese
woman's hands in embers from burming leaves as
a way of cxplaining over the language gap that
she shouldn't burn leaves in the sireet. One male
fireman who foond tampons on & shelf when he
cleaned & restroom left them in a first aid draw-
er with aspirin and bandages for safekeeping. A
month later 8 woman Hewtenant opened the
drawer, assumecd the tampons were meant for
her, freaked out, and accused the station of sex-
ual harassment. Although she didn't file a claim,
another woman lientenant did, claiming that she

was harassed in 20 of the 25 stations in which she
served, (The city subsequently offered her a
$300,000 settlement.)

When people suddenly discovered that it
was possible to get big money by claiming racial
harassment, claims against the city skyrocketed.
For the 10-year period between 1978 and 1988,
32 minority firefighters filed 200 racial or sexual
harassment claims, Some were ludicrous, such as
that of the drunkén, off-duty fireman, believing
he was in a restroom, who mistakenly peed on a
sleeping teammate. And some were unfortunate-
Iy true but blown out of all proportion, as in the
case of the Asian firetruck driver who suddenly
remembered he'd been called a “Chinaman™ 110
years earlier. (Fe received $35,000.)

To many Gremen, the vse of civil rights
lawsuits to settle personal problems is not only
ridiculously expensive but also incredibly
counter-productive if the goal is a fally functional
workplace. In the past, one fireman says, “if you
had a problem with someone ¢lse at your station,
you'd just tell him what an asshole he was; he
would retuen the complment; topsther the two of
you would hash it out face to face; and that would
be the end of it. Problems stayed inside the sta-
tion. Suspensions and Arings were unheard of.™

“Mow,” says the freman, “they try to
micromanage human interactions and it dossn?
work,™ Every liftle human encounter literally turns
into a federal case, “They bring in aberrant people
whe have never been in a group before and they
empower them,” Even though they are gravely lack-
ing in social skills or knowledge of human relatiens,
the department still expects you to acoept them.
“But you can't accept them. They are abemmant.”

This may seem like a harsh view, but 71
comes sgainst & long frusiration whose central
source is Judge Patels determination to change
“the culture of the fre department.” (What ghe

doesn't realize, many firémen complaln, Bthacit

is that very culivre that has kept San Francisco
from burning down the last 90 years.) Patel, her
court monitor, and the attorneys for the plain-
tiffs have brought into the fire department the
radical [emimst notion that firemen, like mast
white men, are totally insensitive to gender and
racial concerns, and thus in need of anti-bias re-
cducation and sensilivily s2minars.

It's ot an opinion shared by the firemen
themselves, who complain that it is impossible to
get fires out by being sensitive or “touchy-feely.”
For the men on the line, fires don't respect your
race or gendar, They only respect tough, agpres-
give people who are willing 1o ren dowa smoky
hallways and douse the fire right at the source.

“An old firefighter told me once,” says
ene yvoung fliremen. “‘These buildings in the
Haight are 100 vears old. Do vou think they have
lasted because they mever had fires in them
before? They did, Buf we put them out,"
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ow Willie Brown, the newly elected mayor

of San Francisco, has appointed Rom
Demmons, the former head of the Black
Firefighters Association, to head the fire depart-
ment. This i3 a man, some firemen complain,
who has never passed a competitive examina-
tion, never commanded an engine company,
gpent virtually his entire career in administra-
tion, who once was promoted from lieotenant to
assistanl chiel of management services in two
years—promations that normally take decades.
Unlike 92 percent of all SFFD firefighters, he is
not even a8 member of the union, Local 798, and
i= %0 lightly esteemed inside the department that
in the month following his appointment 23 offi-
cars resigned.

But if the firefighters were dismayed,
the affirmative action activists were overjoyed.
Eva Patterson, a civil rights attorney who has
represented the Black Firefighters Association
in suits against the city, was so moved by
Demmonss appointment she wept for jov, “Its
like Mandela becoming the president of South
Africa,” she told the Chronicle.

Although San Francisco has not yet
faced any grave fire crises, one day it will, The
city of Oakland underwent affirmative action hir-
ing under a Judge Patel consent decres even
before San Francisco did, and the result, says for-
mer chief Don Matthews, is that what was once a
*greal organization” is now "a joke.™ And
Dakland's lack of preparedness s no mere acad-
emic matter cither. One hot morning four years
ago a fire pot away from a couple of day laborers
whao were using wood shingles to heat their noon-
time tartillas. In the enswng bolocaust, ths
departmeént suffered from so much confusion and
miscommunication that it allowed magor portions
of the city to burn down, destroying 3,400 homes
andfor apartments in the Berkeleyw/Oakland hills,
killing' 25 geople] eaving 11000 people hoime-
less, and devastating the local economy.

Since that time, says Don Perlman, an
Oakland author who is writing a book on the fire,
affirmative action has only made everything much
worse: “Its a freight train running down the
track.” If they keep on using affirmative action ta
bring qualifications down, “the next time there’s a
fire it will burn all the way to the Bay™

Given Judpge Patels obsession with
diversity over merit, experience, morale, and
every other consideration, says Ray Hatz, San
Franciseo will be right behind Oakland when the
fire next time breaks outl. As one angry fireman
says, “This is a social experiment they are doing.
But they are playing with oor lives. [ don't
wafl to die for a soclal experiment, Hpﬂ-;"’ ;
ciaglly when I know they are wrong." ,.-,..Q

Faul Ciowi @5 @ freelence writer who [lves in
Sowthern Califormia..
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Not Out of Africa

Not Ourt of Africa: How
Afrocentrism Became An Excuse
To Teach Myth As History

by Mary Lefkowitz, Basic Books,
1996, 222 pp., $24.00
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Adam way g Druid, and Noaok: also
Abraham war called o succeed the Drutdical ape,

What did the great English poet William Blake
mean by these eniprnatic words? Based on what ke
thought were the most up-to-date theanes of history and
comparative mylhology, Blake was convinesd that the
tabes we read in the Bible wese derived from much clder
stogies that i fact took place in the British Isles among the
Druidic people who in hi view had built Stonchenge.
Blzke further believed that Greek end Homan coliure
were similarly derved from the andent Hebrews:

The Srolen ard Perverted Writings of
Homer & Ok of Flado & Cicero, wiich ofl Men
ought iy conderir are sl up by artifice apainst
e Sublime of the Bilde b when dhe New Age és
af leistare to Proveowmce; all will be set rpht &
thore Crrarel Works r:|l|" the miore arctent & con-
seiously & profesedly Tnspired Men, will hold
hetr iroper rank.

“Mew Ape" indecd—like some wild-eyed guma
o Jate-night television, Blake comes op with a hizerre the-
ory thad flatters English nabonabism, a theory in which all
clagzical culture & derived from the ancient Hebrews and
the culiure of the andent FHebrews is in turn derved from
the even more ancient Britons,

Cme might be tempted to pass over in slence this
“unint and curons volume of forpodten lore™ in Blake,
expecially if one thowzht that his theory of the primacy of
British culture had the beneficial effect of giving him the
coiirage he pesded to challenge the madels of classical art
that were upheld in his day, Bul what if Blake's fanciful
thecry were being taught today in Botsh schools as a
tritthful version of cultural history? Most people would
consider such o curmcular development a blatanthy mis-
puided altempt (o rewrte history and impose an
Anglocentric view of the world on British schoalchildren,
thereby blinding them fo the genmine schievements of
other peoples, Bul somehow when the same thing s dons
in the name of Afrocentrism in Amercan schools today,
schofars have been penerally afraid to speak out against
the pracice,

Mot Mary Lefkowite, A professor of classics st
Welleskey College, she has for several years heen bravely
combattng m lectares and articlss the Afrocentric theorics
of such authors as Mantin Bernal (Black Athena), theories
that are already having an insidious effoct on the way cul-
turad history i taught on many college campuses, as well s
in szcondary schools, Mow Lefkowitz has produced a book
that demolishes the A frocentric theory of history, uncovers
the long-banied sources of it peculiar notions, and anato-
mizes the. larger implications of {is success on campus,
revealing the paralyzng effects of pedagogical relativism
on. the ability to combat mamifest erroes in the acadermy
today.

The thrust of Afrocentrism 5 1o conceive of
Egyptan culture as African in essence and then to view
Cireek culiure as denvative from Egyptian, The theory
ievolves many anfounded historical claims—for example,
that in the 16th century B.C. Egyptians invaded and colo-
nizeck what is now mainiand Greece—as well 2= the rein-
lerpretation of many historical figures, such as the asser-
ton that Cleopatra was black or that Socrates was of
African ancostry. One of the principal Alroceninic theses is

that Gireck philosophy was directly derived from Egyptian
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wisdom and that the Greek philosophers sctually studied,
sometimes for years, in BEgypt and quite lierally stole their
ide fromm such sources as (ke Egyptizn Book of the Dead,

With her thorough research snd clear reasomng,
Lefkowite conclusively shows that Afroceatric theories of
cilturad history are based on the shoddiest of scholarship—
everything from false cbymaodopics bo outright distortions of
fact. Writing on ancient Egyptian and Greek history, the
authors know neither ancient Egyptian nor Greek and are
often mished by relying upon modern Enplish transiations.
Tpnoramce of the most basic (a5 of ancent kstory and
peography crops up again and again in Alroceniric arp-
ments. Perhaps the most preposterous cladm & that
Artotle got all his idess from books he personally stole
from the Library of Alexandria. A moment’s rellection on
the name of that institstion will indicate that it was foumnd-
ed in e wake of Alexander the Greats conquest of Epypl,
and thus it providss cvidence for Greck influeace oa
Egyptian cufture, not vice vessa. As Leflowitz points out,
Aritolle had been dead Eor 25 years by the time the Hhrary
at Alexandres was assembled; moreover, mast of its val-
neyes were writien in Greek, nod Egvptian,

Perhaps Lefkowilzs most valuable service in Nov
Ot exf Africns & 20 have fraced Afrocentric theones of the
primacy of Egyptian cublure back to their origin in the
chscssion with Egypt in 1Bth-centery Mazonic lodges
(reflected, for example, in the Epyptian setting of Mozart's
Muogic Flere). Lefkowitz points out that most of the ideas
of Epyption mfhence on Greek culiore were formed
before Eryptian hieroglyphics were deciphered in the 1%th
century; that is, before any accurate notioa of the genuine
content of Egyptian caliure could be formed. Tnable o
read Egyptian documents before the fnding of the
Rosetta Sdone, even seriois scholars could not help pro-
jecting Greek nodons onto Bgyptian culture and then
turndng anound to procliim that those very Greex notions
were tha product of Egyptian influcnce. Again and again,
Lefkowitz documents the iroay of Afrocentrism being
derived from BEurocentric misreadings of Egypl. And the
mind boggles at the thonght that Masonic rituals are now
im effect providing the foundation for the curticilum in
soates Amserican high schoals and colleges,

Lefkowitz  shows  how  fundamentally
Afrocentrizm misconcedwes (he whole process of cultheral
influeace. The Ffact that one culiure has been infueaced by
anather does not mean that i con be said to have stolen
irom the earlier civilization. Take an area in which
Evropean apd American scholars have long ackoowl-
edped the influence of Epypt on Greece: sculpiore,
Museuns that exhibit kowrci {the characteristic Greek
staties of nude young men) usually bave displays charing
how thiz geare of sculpiure was ulbmately deoved from
Egypiian models. And yed in the cass of the meost [zmous
kouraa, the so-called Kritios Boy on display in the
Acropolis mussum in Athens, all Egyplian modals have
clearly been lefi far behind, In place of the stfl mooumen-
tality of Egyptian statues, we see instead 8 marvelous ffu-
idity and naturalism of form that must be credited 10 the
individual Gireek sculptor & his distinctive achisvement.

- Some caveman soimewbens undoubtedly made the first

wheel out of stoae, but that does nol mean that the
Giermans cannot be proud of the Mercedes-Benz 3081

Greek philosophy presents a similar case. Even
graniing the imglansible clain thal thinkers ke Flato and
Arnstotle were infloenced by Epyptian wisdoen [Heraturs,
bow dpes that make their thought any lese ongEnal? The
mosl distinetive contribution made by the school of
Socrates, Plato, and Arnstotle was in the area of political
philosophy, and, as 5 name indicates, this branch of
enguiry was concerned with the polis, a form of tight-kni
commumity developed principally in Greece that is the
very antithesis of the sprawling, bureancratic kingdom typ-
ical of Pharaonic Egypt Mareover, the mode of Greek
philosophy involves a fundamental departure from any
supposed Egyptian antecedents. Greek philcsophy came
into ‘existemce precisely by questionizg the tradstional
identification of the ancestral with the good that is charsc-
tersstic of wisdom BEterature, Nothing could be further
Irom wisdom lieratare than a Plaloaic ﬂin‘lnugul:. m which
the very form of the work 8 designed 1o call traditional
belicls into question. B one remaing oa a suffcientdy high
level of generality, one may be able to find & philosophical
propasition or two that is shared by Greek and Fgyptian
writers, bt one will still be faced with the stark opposition
between the skeptical, open-ended spirit of Greek philo-
sophic enquiry and the dopmatic, ritvalistic nature of
Egyptian wisdom literature. Platos dislogoes were nol
meant o b writhen on stoae,

Lafkowitz ends up telling a sad story of the mis-
appropriation of the form of scholarship in the service of a
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pediticsl agencla that can only have a baksfil effect on high-
er education today. One is left wondering why the
Adrocentrists even want to claim African roots for Greak
avilization. Gresee 5 the source of Wesicrn cvilization,
which is roundly condemaed by radicals today for its
rackm, sexizn, classism, and other forms of exclusionary
idechogy. Why clam eredit for Afnea as the ongin of ths
tuinted civilization? ] suppose that one could arpoe that
ideas which were sound in their original African farm were
perveried into something pernicious when stolen by the
Grreeks, but too often the Afrocentric position 1akes the
odd and seemingly contradictory form: "European civi-
lznthom is corrupt to the core—and by the way it was stolen
from Afrca anyway"

The only sitver lining I can sz on the cowd of
Afrocentriem is the possibility that it might lead educa-
tional radicals to reconsider thelr hostilin 1o Greek cultere
once it can be shown (o bave the good pedipres of Adfrican
roas, Unfortunately, fram everything Lefkowit: suggests,
Adrocentric theories of cultural transmission are serving to
closs students” minds even fierther to the possibility thai
they might have something vakeable to learn from classical
dvilzation. Faced with these developments, it is important
to remember that the Afrocentrists do not speak for all
African Amencans or all Afncans Indecd, one of the
greafest of contemporary African writers, the Nigerian
newvelist Chinoa Achebe, for all his celebration of African
culture, is the opposite of an Afroceninst,

In Achebe’s novel, Arthilly of the Savannah, one
of s characters eboquently reluses o pve his pudicnce the
kind of pat, simplisteally natonalistic answers they crave:
“1 canned decres your pet, text-book revolution. T want
instead to exclie peneral enlighteement by forciag all the
people fo examine the condition of thear lves bacause, as
the saying goes, the wnexamined B B not worlh bving.™
One does not have to be as dassically educated as Mary
Lefkowitz to recognize the last phrase in this passape as an
English translation of words Socrates speaks in Platos
Apology. As critical aa Achebe often 1s of Eoropesn cvi-
lization, he does not hesitate to recognize the relevanss of
s wizdom 1o an Afrcan situatson when appropriate.
[ndeed, Achebe sczma to be trying to palm off Socrates’
famows siatement of his personal cresd as a form of
African folk wisdom (“as the saying poes”). | am not
accuzing Achebe of trying to sreal from Socrates; rather, he
seems to have the noble parpose of acknowledging the
upiversality of what Socrates stood for. For Achebe, what
matters is not the national origin of an idea but whether it
i5 troe and gosd.

The Grecks were in many ways very chauvins-
tic; they called all those who did not speak Gresk “barbar-
iams.” And yer, &5 Lefkowitz shows, many of the confused
ideas of the Afrocentnisss have their origins in the surpris-
mg iendency of Gireek hislorians Lo accept uncritcally the
claims of other peoples, especially Egyplians, to have been
the source of Greek beliels and institutions, Mo Greek
thinker appears to be more patriotic and confined 1o the
orbit of Greek ideas than Xemophon, and yet in his
Cyropaedia, he offers a Persian king as a model of political
wirtwe. Maopeover, in this same work (Book [, Xenrophon
subtly raises the pessibility that o man with the courage to
think independently like Socrates could have arisen any-
where, even i the nom-Greek world, even in the remote
peckwaters of Armenia. From whal we can observe his-
torically, philosophy as a human possbility seems 1o have
first arisen among the ancent Grecks. But as the Greck
philosophers thernselves wens the first to stress, there was
nothing specifically Greek about Greek philosophy. What
in fact distinguished it from earlier forms of thought was
precisely its sustained enquiry into the possgbility of uni-
versals in the human condition, specifically ils quest to dis-
tingmish the nutural from the conventional, an inveslips
tiem that required a break with all forms of traditional wis-
dom, including any ideas the Groeks may have inherited
from Egypt.

There is 8 dogged and unrelenting character to
Lefkowites argument in Not Qut of Afrfca—so much so
that T almast began to feel sorry for her appements, who
are so clearly outmatched in this inteleciual combat.
Indeed, at times T felt 28 0f T wese watching a professional
boxer 1zke on & bunch of amateurs. But if Laflkowitz refus.
&3 10 pull her punches, the reason is that she knows the
value of what she is fighting for. In clearing away the rub-
ble of Afrocentric arguments, she i trying to make sure
that we continue to have sooess to the greatness of .«
Ancient Greece and hence to the most basic .
foundations of our own civilization, )

Pl A Cansor i a professor of English af the Uiversity of
]Jilg ] 3
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Murder Conviction Reversal on
Arkansas “Kill Bill”’

immy Joe Blythe is celebrating the
reversal of the murder conviction
that had sent him to Rolling Hills

Correctional Facility for life.

In & highly publicized trial last year,
Blythe was convicted of murdering a young
woman by attempting to shoot a pointed party hat
off her head as she crossed the .
street at midoight on Mew Years
Eve, 1901, He said he had not
wished to kill anyone, but had
been frving to demonsirate his
markamanship to his hali-brother.

In Jimmy Joe's original
irial in State Court, scand attention
wis paid to the molive for his
crimé as there was no gquestion
that he had pulled the trigger.
Temporary insanity, while a possi-
ble defenfe under Arkansas law at
the time, was unacceptable to
Jimmy Joe, who did not wish to be
s0 stigmatized. Forbidden by his
clicnt to moont this defense,
Jimmy Joe's attorney watched
helplessly as the jury brought m a
guilty verdict after & mere 20 min-
utes of deliberation.

Several months after his
conviction, in an effortto bring the
murder rate in Arkansas in line
with rates in neiphboring states,
the Arkanzas legislature passed
the Crmmibias Criminal
Hegponsibility Act of 1993, One major provision
of this Act, sometimes referred to as the “Kill
Bill,” decriminalizes certain categories of murder,
most motably those in which the murderer can
demaonstrate that he was led to commil the deed
by forces beyond his control. Murderers doven by
demons have been most affocted by the law so far
Battered and alienated spouses are running a
close second. Jimmy Joe is the first 1o claim that
teasing by a half-sibling was a causative factor,

Once the Criminal Responsibility Act
had been passed and made retroactive to January
1, 1992 Jimmy foe's attorney appealed for & rever-
gal of the original conviction, noting that the exact
time of the fatal shot had never becn cstablished,
As the shooting appeared to have taken place at
the very advent of 1992, the moment the law was
to take effect, the Appellate Court ordered a new
trial to pinpoint the exact time of the victim's
demise, and, if the finding placed the killing in the
first moments of 1992 rather than the last
moments of 1991, o determine whether or nol
Jimmy Joe had scted under the influence of
forees beyond his control.

In testimony regarding the precise timing
of the shots, witnesses recalled hearing one shot
just before the ringing in of the New Year. As two
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By Judith Schumann Weizner

ghots were fired and only one heard, the jury con-
cluded that the other shot must have been fred
during the noise attendant upon the arrival of the
Mew Year, and therefore, after the year had tech:
nically begun, The medical examiner testified that
either ghot could have killed the woman, but that
the first shot might not have done so, because il
passed through & part of the brain that could con-

Jimmy Joe Blythe

ceivably have withstood the -trauma. In the
absence of compelling testimony placing the fatal
shot in 1991, the jury coneloded that the murder
had occurred in 1992,

The motive for the shooting appeared (o
have grown out of a long-standing, intense nvalry
between Jimmy Joe and his half-brother Bobby
Ray. The boys met for the first time in 1937 when
they were both eight years old In addion to
being the same age, they are roughly the same
height and weight, and they resemble cach other
s0 strongly that people whe know them only
slipghtly sometimes confuse them.

During high school, Bobby Ray often
showed up early for dates that Jimmy Joe had
made. He also was s betier baskelball and foot-
ball player. Meither one was an outstanding stu-
dent, but Bobby Rays grades were sightly lower,
which apparently also rankled, although Ffimmy
Joe only admirted this for the first time duning the
trial, The source of greatest tension between the
half-brothers, however, was Iimmy Joe's lack of
success an hunting trips. While Bobby Ray usual
ly bapged several animals, Jimmy Joe most often
had to pick wp read kill to save face.

Al the second trial, a tearful Jimmy Joe
testified that Bobby Ray had teased him merci-

Aconunt Member—

ARTROLES wo ANMADVERGIONS os POUTICAL CORRECTHESS

(6It’s garlic in printed form

to the vampire of
left-wing ideology.y$
| -PJ. O'Rourke

To order a sample copy or to subscribe to Heterodoxy call:

(800) 752-6562

we OTHER FOLLIES " -
il Explraiion Date.

i SIgnatune.

lessly that New Year's Eve day about his being a
poor shot and that he had resolved to demon-
strate once and for all that his marksmanship was
adequate. Sobbing, immy Joe explained that he
hadn's inteoded 1o hurt anyone, but only 1o pul a
stop to his brother's constant tcasing.

The State argued that Jimmy Joe could
not claim to have been driven by forces beyond
his control ecause he could have
put a stop to his half-brothers
teasing many years before if he
had not been too cowardly to
sccept ome of Bobby Ray's fre
guent invitations to wrestle.
Testifying in his half-sibling's
behalf, Bobby Kay explained tha
Jimmy Joe's decp-seated relue
fance to cngage in violent belav-
wor against another family member
evidenced a laudable desire (o
preserve fraternal unity. He admil-
ted that he hed often ried to goad
his brother over the edge, but that
Jimmy Joe had always shown
restraiml.

Following this riveting
testimomy, the jury decided that
Jimmy Joe had acied due io an
irresislible  impulse within the
meaning of the Criminal
Eesponsibility Act, and, in an
unprecedented break with tradi-
tion, the foreman, after delivering
the verdict, stated that the entire
jury thought the wrong brother
had been tried,

Foliowing this statement, Judge Charity
Childress addressed the subdued courtroom in a
somber voice. “The conviction of Jimmy Joe
Blythe for murder is hereby voided. I must point
to this tragic relationship between hali-brothers
as a perfect example of one of the root cavses of
viglence in this country. While I wish it were oth-
erwise, I cannot, under existing law, direct the
District Attorney to seek an indictment against
Hobby Ray Blythe, But 1 am going to ask the
Childrens Defense Leagos to investigate this
matter, and, should this investigation find that
Bobby Ray exceeded the level of sibling rivalry
permitted half-siblings wnder their Family
Psychological Normalcy Guidelines, [ will order
him placed vnder a Cease-Teasing Order and
senlence him to attend appropriate family inter-
action workshops until he is no longer a danger
to the commumnity, ™

Asked how he fell about the outcome of
his second trial, Jimmy Joe said, "I know this
sounds corny, but I'm prowd 1o be an American. 1§
this had happened anywhere else, they'd of
locked me up and throwed away the key. It great
to live in a country where the legal system ¥z

%

gets right down to the nitty-gritty.™ .

O Check 1 Visa 0 MasterCard for 325

Mame

Address .

Coly/State/Zip

Fhione Nambcr

Mail this subscription form to Center for the Study of
Popular Culture, P.O. Box 67398, Los Angeles, CA 90067




