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he five-man

crack Ting

conducted its

business with
an efficiency an entre-
preneur would envy.
The group’s leader,
Christopher Arm-
strong, would negotiate
with customers via a
beeper and after agree-
ing on an amount and
price, he would set up
the specifics of the sale.
Sometimes he had one

of the group’s two “run-:
ners” deliver themckﬁﬁ'
to a prearranged locas|
tion, but most often the

buys took place at the

rings home base, room 20

apprehended later.

The amount of crack sold and the use of guns made the
crimes serious, but in most respects the bust was typical drug
business in the Los Angeles ghetto. And when prosecutors in the

e

R

3 at the La Mitage Motel in Los
Angeles, where a cache of 38 caliber revolvers and 357 magnum
revolvers assured that the transactions would be risk free.

It was a smooth operation except for one thing. From
February to April, 1992, informants working on behalf of a joint
task force of the Los Angeles police and the federal Bureat of
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms made seven visits to room 203
and purchased a total of 124 grams of crack—enough to fuel
1200 crack pipes. On April 8, members of the task force
obtained a warrant and searched the motel room, where they
found another 9 grams of crack and a loaded gun. Two of the
dealers— Armstrong and runner Aaron Hamplon—were arrest-
ed on the spot. The other three members of the gang were

NoAM CHOMSKY, PUNK HERO

BorN ToO BE WILD

By K.L. Billingsley

arlier this winter, the Pearl Jam fans

across the country were marking

their calendars for The Event. The
hottest band in the nation, if not on the
entire planet, was coming to towns all over
the UUSA, riding a wave of album sales that
now totals nearly 25 million copies world-
wide, This, moreover, was a tour with an
attitude. Pearl Jam had been attacking
Ticketmaster, which they charged was
monopolizing the concert trade and charging
as much as $350 a pop (for Barbra Streisand)
and $115 (the Eagles) with rock fans rou-
tinely having to pony up $22 to $55 for less-
er acts, That wasn't cool with the new Kings
of grunge-rock.

A

SupPiNG THROUGH THE GRACK

Central District  of
California decided to
file the case in federal
court, they assumed
that there would be no
problems. But in the
three years since their
arrest, the trial of these
dealers—all of whom
are black—has become
the latest cause celebré
of those who wish to
portray the war on
drugs as inherently
racist as a result of “dis-
proportionate” sentenc-
ing for crack convic-
tions which are them-
selves unjust and also
contribute to the large

“nombers of black males caught up in the criminal justice system.
Thess developments began when the Los Angeles County
Public Defender’s Office accused federal prosecutors of “selective
prosecution” in this case—singling out black defendants for pros-
ecution in federal courts, where crack offenses carry significantly
higher séntences, while leaving white users in the state courts to
face lesser penalities. As evidence, the PD’s office pointed out
that all 24 crack cases handled by the federal public defender’s
office in the Central District in 1991 involved black defendants.
The government must show that it did not discriminate apainst
Blacks, argued the defense, or the dealers could not be prosecut-
ed. When federal prosecutors balked at being forced to provide
information “discovery,” in legal jargon—that would disprove this
claim, U.S. District Judge Consuelo B, Marshall dismissed the
case, Since then, United Siates v. Armstrong has risen to the
Supreme Court, and federal policy on crack has become a domi-
nant social issne.

Conilnued on page 9

“Eddic Vedder knows what it feels like not 10
have enough money to be able 1o buy a T-shirt at his
favorite bands show and he wants to tum this thing
around,” said Pearl Jams manager Kelly Cortis. Pearl
Jam wanted the top ticket fo be priced at 20 and drew
prafse for trying to cut out the corporate middleman. As
part of its small economic rebellion against the way rock
and roll does business, in fact, Pearl Jam set up a 75-watl
“pirate” radio station an every stop on its tour. The sta-
tion brosdcast selections from their albums. But there
was something clse besides the crashing chords, and this
is what was inferesting about Pearl Jam's venture info
radio. In between culs, 3 male monolone yoice OOZing
vilgar Marxism droned on about manipulation of the
media, the evils of corporations and the sing of Amernica
pencrally. The recorded voice belonged 10 Massachusctts
Institute of Technology professor Noam Chomsky, the
linguistic theorist and hard-core leftist whose carcer has
bizarrely branched into the music business.

Continued on page 12
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Enola Gay Controversy—Last Words
In the February 1996 Heterodoxy, Prof. Barton L
Bernstein of Stanford University accuses ma. of var
ions crimes and mizdemeanors-in particular, of
muddying the waters with inaccurate citations of
the numbars cited by President Harry 5 Truman
when considering the possible American casualties
expected if we invade Japan and its island posses-
stons instead of using the A-bomb on tasgets such as
Hiroshima.

The heart of the matier is what happensd
gt the Jupe 18th White House mecting with
Truman, Admiral William Leahy, Genersl George
Marshall and others, to which Prof. Bernstein
refers. Prof. Bernstein argues that in the 1990s, he
conchaded that the “relevant base number™ was
190,000 TLA. combatant troops, which meant that
Leahy belicved there would be anly 66,500 U5,
causalities, which is 35 peccent of 190,000,

What this means, to the opponents of the
bombing of Hirashima, is that Truman dropped the
bomb to protect some 66,500 possible American
cagualities, even though it meant the brutal death of
thousands more Japnnese civilians, especially inno-
cent women and children. As Donald Kagan,
Hillhouse Prof. of History and Classics at Yale
University has written in “Why Amerca Dropped
the Bomb™ (Commentary, September 1995), these
estimates have been made for one reason alone: “io
tndarmine the probity of American leaders by
showing them to be liars: if anticipated casualties at
the thme. were fewer than the claims made after the
war..then fear of such casuslities could not have
been the motive for dropping the bemb.”

But as historian Eobert |, Maddox points
oot in his ardcle “The Biggest Decision: Why We
Had to Drop the Atomic Bomb," in the May-June
issoe of American Ferirage, the figure actually docs
add up to & total of 193,500 casualties. As Dc
Maddex notes, “the notion thet 193,500 antcipated
casualtics were oo insignificant 1o have caosed
Traman o fésort o abomic bombs might seem
bizarre (o poyone fiher than an academic,”
hMoreover (and this is somethiag Bernstein should
pay attention (o), Maddox notes that a thinty-day
casualty projection of 31,000 given 1o the President
by Marshall ai {he Juna 18th meeting “had become
meaningles,” since §f was basad on an assumpiion
that Japan had 350,000 defenders in Kyushu, But as
time paseed. they sssemblad pwice that number,
gnd projected American causalitiss were an
expected 394,859 by July [or the invasion of
Kyushu alone.

Prof. Bernstein, | fear, protests too much.
A Donald Kegan writes, the debaje over the pum-
bers is quite temdentious, amd serves to distract
attention from the truly important questions. Trae,
the large numbers of causalities suggested by
Truman and Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson in
their memoirs may mest have been corred, but the
attacks on iheir numbers by the revisionists, includ-
ing Bernstein himself, arc “at least as suspect.”

Indead, as an articla in The Wishingionisn
tracing the controversy over the Smithsonian exhib-
it moted, this sswe was key to the opposition to a
revamped exhibit agreed opon by Martin Harwit of
the Smithsontan, And o this révision, it was none
other than Barton Bernstein who played a key role.
The authors write: “Key to the museum-Legion
agreement was Harwit's acceptance of a higher fig-
ure for likely UL5. casoalties had & foll-seale inva-
sion of Japan been necessary, But shorily after the
agreement was reached, Barton Bernstein came up
with a new interpretation that lowered the fipure,
On January 9, 1995, Harwit wrole to the Legion
explaining that he would have (o use the Bemstein
figura.”

Adier that, Bernstein and Martls Sherwin
of Tufts University ‘turacd on Harwit® becanse of
hizs “concessions to the veterans,” dencuncing a

Editars Lirerary
Peter Collier Editeor
David Horowite John Ellis

more balanced exhibit as 'historical cleansing,” a
position taken in conjunction with the support of
revislonists Gar Alperovitz, Kai Bird and Moam
Chomsky.

As  to "Mightline," on which Prof.
Bernstein says he did net appear, I oblained the fol-
lowing from a February 3 letter on the H Pol dis-
cission group on the Infernel, from political scien-
tist Ada W, Finifter, She wrote on the dispute of the
“widely accopted figure™ of 269,000 American casu-
altizs, and notes that in the last revision of the
scheduled exhibit, the curators changed the figure
to 9,000, Ms. Finiiter notes that “on 8 recent
Nightline show, there was a debate between the vet-
erang’ representative and Barton Bernatein,® whao
argued that “69,000 was the more accurate num-
ber™ and that according 10 Bemstein, Truman “had
cross=d out the 69,000 cstimate and o the final var-
sion had it at 269,000 based on estimates he had
received from the military people. Bernstein argoed
that the staff estimate was more reliable than what
Truman had been told and thercfore that was the
number that shonld appear in the exhibit, He also
made the rather amazing comment that this was a
decision that Troman did not think through very
carefully," and was then challenged by the veterans’
represenistive that “the number that counted was
the brest estimate Treuman snd biz military advisors
could come wp with at the fime.” Ms. Finifter was
“surprised that Bernstcin's position seemed very
much to be that oaly the ‘current’ estimate was
important becavse if was more accurate, and that it
was appropriate o ignore Troman's stated estimate
hecause it wis wrong,”

And it was not surprising 1o find that
Heary E May, on his contribution to the same
Internet discussion on Febroary 16th, noting that
Bemnstein had been his teaching assistant at a
Harvaed summer session course, wrole that
although bhe knows Prof Bernstein to be “sincers”
and "well versed In the sources of the period,” that
“o this igsue, to judge from his television talks, [he
is] mistaken.” Unlike Pernstein, May concludes, “1
tend ta think now that there was a fairly strong case
for the Hiroshica bomb,” Surveying the evidence,
May concludes that he cannot “believe that the
Japaness would have surrendered in their homs
islands without a bleody, suicidal fight,” and their
surrender was “produced lacgsly by the iwo
bombe,"

Professor Bermstein argues that hs does not
beliove Truman had “wlterior motives™ for dropping
the A bomb on Japan, and that his primary reason
was to save “UL5. lives while ending the war on what
he defined as reasonably acceptable terma."” T agree,
and one might wondsr what the fuss 15 all aboat, But
Prof. Bernstein, who acknowledges that he proudly
adheres to the now-discredited “eold war revision-
igt" label gpends endless space in a confusing letier
arguing for a low estimate for the number of
prospective American casualtics—the only point of
which is to produce evidence that the bomb did not
have 1o be dropped by Truman, And om his TV
appearances, particularly the sections evidently vsed
by “Mightling™ without his knowledge and in his
comments on the much discessed Jennings report,
Professor Bernstein stands on the side of those who
argue that the bomb did not have to be dropped,
Perhaps the good profesor should take time oot to
go over the evidence one mors time.

Ronald Radosh
Bemtior (Min Prafecior
Adelphi University

The commentary from Stanford hetory professor
Barton J. Bernstein published in the February edi-
thon is a classic example of either Cold War rewi-
sionist incompetence or Cold War revisionist men-
dacity, or both,

Seaff Art Diirector
Wrirer JP Duberg
K.L. Billingsley

Bernsiein, objecting to the eriticiam by
Professor Ronald Eadosh of Berastzin's role in the
infamaus, aborted Smithzonian Hiroshima A-bomb
exhibit, said that Radosh's article in the June, 1995
Heterodoxy said, “that I stated that the correct pre-
Hiroshima [1.5. estimate for L5, causalities in the
Olympic (Kyushu) operation was 63,000."

Bot HRadosh never uwsed the words
“Olympic operation” in hiz article. He said
Bernstein's estimate of 1.5, casualties for the eatire
Japanese invasion campaign was 69,000. Bernstein
never disputes this, other than saving that the actu-
al number presented by the American military
chiefs to President Truman was 63,000,

Whats the difference? A lob Operation
Olymipic was not the American military code name
for the overall Japan invasion plan. That was called
Operation Downfall. Operation Olympic was the
eode name only for the first stage of the Japan cam-
paign, the invasion of Kyushu.

Kyushu, the southernmost of the large
Japaness islands, contains less than 10 percent of
the area of Japan. The complelion of Cperation
Olymple would not have even given the American
forces a foothold on the main island of Honghu,
where all of the largest Japancse metropolitan cen-
ters are located. The invasion of Honshu, Operation
Coronet, wasn't scheduled to begin until the spring
of 1946,

Operation Olympic bad roughly the same
relationship to the conguest of the Japanese main-
land as the invasion of Sicily had to the conguest of
Ttaly by the Alliss in World War LL In fact, the sim-
ilnritics between the two are remarkable. Sicily has
about 9 percent of both the population and area of
Tealy. .
The casualty estimates for COperation
Dlympdc, whateves they actually were, were present-
ed to Troman by his military chiefs at a June 18, 1545
mesting where he approved a plan (e invade Kyushu
on about Movember 1, 1945, The only invasion plan
on the agends for final approval by Truman was
Operation Olympic. The plansing for Operation
Coronet was still in the preliminary stags.

Actually, one history of the Okinawa cam-
p-ﬂigrl saya that an cven lower munf::p ﬁgur: WHS
given to Truman belore he approved Operation
Olympic. In their book, “Typhoon af Steel: The
Battle for Okinawa,” authors James H. and William
b, Belote say, "The Joint Chicfs of Staff did mot
have an easy time securing the presidential consent.
Conecerned about the heavy casuwalties incurred on
Okinawa and Iwo Jima, Mr. Truman insisted that
the Chicfs first supgply definite angwers on the nuam-
ber of losses to be expectad. At a White House con-
ference that setiled the matter, General (George)
Marshall and Admiral (Ernest) King finelly con-
vinged Truman that the casualiics incurred in taking
Kyushu probably would notl exceed those of Ouzon,
aboot 31,000 men.”

The authors continue, “Actually, this casu-
alty figure might have proved to have been 8 serious
underestimate.” Moting the actual forces the
Japanese had at their disposal, “Had the hell-birds
(Japanese Kamikares) scored as well as at
Okinawas—a reasonable expectation—the TS
Mavy could have Jost some 90 ships sunk, 900 more
damgged, and 21,000 sailors killed in action.”

They add, “Had ground forces been three
times as great as al Okinawa—a not uareasonable
expectation in light of Japanese strength in aumbers
of military and mobilized civilians—an additional
22,000 woops would have been killed and nzarly
100,06 wounded. And there & every reazon (o sup-
pose that a landing on the Kanto Plain before
Tokyo would have been much worse. To conguer
Japan might have cosl g million American casual-
ties and twenty million Japanesse.”

Jokn Combelfick

Oiskkosh, W]
Mastrator Circularion
Carl Moore Manager
HBruce Donaldson
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REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM

REEFER MADNESS: At New York Citys John
Jay College, Professor Heesa Costa gave a final
exam last semester for ber course Ethnic Studies
124, “Poerto Ricans and Other Latinos in USAL" It
is hard 1o imagine how Professor Costa’s students
did, but the exam iself {students were o choose
three questions) gets a failing grade for content and
ErarmEr,

1. Why Latinos do not comprise an homogeneous
ethnicity in USAT What is the problem when the
syslem globalizes these minorities in one sole term:
Latinos?

2, According o (he

first hand. Subcommandante Mareos gave Stone a
rebel's ski mask, As the director put it on, they rode
on horseback into the jungle. Certain questions
arise from this vignette. Why did Stone see the
Subcommandante? Wes the Commandante bosy
that day? As he slipped on that ski mask, did Stone
experience & sensation similar to slipping on
women's underwear?

DEAR COMBADE: Ward Connerly 15 a
Uiniversity of California Regent and chairman of
the Califarnia Civil Rights Initiative which would

concem and anxiety your role in the effort to defeat
CCRL"

MEDICAID TRANSSEXUALS: In & recent isue
of The Womens Cuarterly, Deborah Weiss, for-
merly an attormey with the Department of Social
Services in Mew York Cily, recalled a case involving
child support which she once prosecuted on behalf
af the city wellare depariment. The court officer
called for the father to testify and a beautiful, big-
busted blonde woman strode to the stand. As it
turned out, *she™ was in the process of a transsexu-

gl operation and had

authors, in whai way the
“new social movements”,
regarding ethnicity in the
1I5A, is different from the

LUNA BEACH By Carl Moore

two ethnic theogies devel-
oped in the early 20th cen-
tury and in the 1960%, the
“mclting pot” and the
“mew ethnicity™ reapective-
Iyt

3 In what why the
“Enghish Cinjy"™ movement
has heen” an Angle
response 1o the fact that
their “hegemonic control™
it being threatened by
Lutinos social movements?
4 In the contoxt of the arti-
cle, language i seem as an
instrument of resistant and
recaffirmation. Explain how
it (the language} portraits
Latine values and dimedf:
sions. {recfer o page 6.}
5. Why, eccording to the
authors, Latinos: “aspires
Lo reconceptualize

.. BLISSED OUT ON THEIR
OUN RECTITULE,
CONTINUE 72 GIVE THE
URD 'SLEAZEBALLS'

plready received all the
requisite  psychotherapy,
injections, cic. and was
gwaiting only the [final
surgery. When asked 1o
conlribuie to the suppor
of the child, the father said
that she could not How
could ghe afford such an
expensive operation then?
The father responded:
" “Medicaid is paying for it.”

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
LOW: An jtem that might
be subtitled “they are
fighting among themselves,
emerged from Denver in
late Febroary. [t seems that
one Jamal X, a Mation of
Islam roinister, appeared at
an assgimbly at Denver’s
Montebello High School
and told an audience of 200
boys that at the same time
that bBlacks were building
the Pyramids, white people

“America” in multicultural
and muiticentric terms hat
refuse the refativist fiction
of cultusal pluralisn™,

& In what semse the Anglo
culture and ideclogies had
to be modified as a resuly
of the larpe number of
Lating presence in the
LISA. {reefer vo the Media,
advertising and marketing
spheTes).

It & not hard to
imagine Professor Costa’s
response oo criticism: We
dont nmeed mo stinking
badges to teach in this col-

&g

HIV-MATH: Who says
that political eorrectness
has not entered the sci-
ences? Algebra i:
Explorations and
Applications, written by
Miriam Leiva and Richard

*aat their dead™ aod “slept
with animals."”
Muontebello principal, Ide
C. Jones, sald she agresd to
allow Tamal X fo speak
because she wanted fo help
leaders of the black coem-
munity to keep alive the
goals of the Million Man
March. One of the people
most aonoyed by the event
wag Alam Chimento, a
social studies teacher at the
schion] who tried {0 ke his
“minority cultures” elass o
the Jamal X assembly, but
gaw his four female sio-
dents turmed away at the
door by the principal, Mrs.
Jones, who was honoring
the male-only thems af the
March and the request of
Jamal X. At Alan
Chimento's wrging  the
ACLU is reviewing the
incident,

Brown and published by

Houghton Mifflin is being considered by eighth
grade math classes across the couniry. One of the
problems (see page 263) shows a picture of the
AIDS quilt and tells the student: “The MAMES
Project AIDS Memosial Cruilt is displayed in 24 0
square sections. Each section contains 32 panels. A
5t walkway may be left between the sections
Draw a sketch of part of the displayed quilt. Write
an expression for the area of the guilt and walk-
ways. Explain how much space is required to dis-
play 90K sections in a square."”

DLLIE AT THE FRONT: Oliver Stone couldn't
make it o the Academy Award ceremonies
because he had something much morg important to
do. He was in Mexico in a (op secret meeting with
Subgommandante Marcos of the ZFapatista
Mational Liberation Army. Apparently considering
& film ahout the Chiapas rebels, Stone said he want-
ed to see the situation faced by the Mexican Indians

turr back alfirmative action in the state and receni-
Iy qualfied for the November ballot. Connerly is a
breed apart among political fgores in that he
appears unwilling to passively accept the slander of
the left. Lale in March, he wrole a letter to Angela
Dravia, Communist Party member and UC Santa
Cruz professor, charging her with misusing her
position in her campaign againgt CCRL (Davis was
named &5 the UCS prestigious Presidential Chaor
last year in an appointment that gencrated a huge
controversy because of the mediocrity of Davis'
academic oulpul and ber Jong time commitment to
totalitarian causes.) “Mo one can stop you from
identifying yvoursel! with quotas and preferences
and promoting revolutionary tactics to divide our
society along racial and gender lines,” Connerly
wrode, “but | hope the University of California is
not unwittmgly financing your campaign [through
the grant that poes with the Presidential Chaiz.] |
will be urping all Californians to view with fear,

DAMNCES WITH FISH: California sea lons have
besn migrating north and chowing down om
Washington State stecthead for years. All methods
wied [0 3op the slaughter of the fish have failed.
Wiow the siate has authorized lethal measures against
the sea lions, This has prompted iberal Hollywood
producer Vicky Herman, who worked on The Ulseial
Suspects, to issue an ultimatum: towch the hair of one
sea [jon and Hollywood will never shoot a im m
Washinglon again. So far so good. But the pro-steel-
head foction, which includes not only sport Gsher-
men but, more significantly, local Indians whose
treaty rights entitle them to half the catch, agrees
with the ruling and sees the Hollywood inlerlopers’
sentimentality over the sea Hons &8 a form of
speciesism and their attempt to influesce local poli-
tics a5 a form of California imperialism, Washington
natives calling in to local radio shows have .,y
threatened & boyoott of Disnoviand if the J
Hollywood people do not batt ot i
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DESTROYING THE CHILDREN TO SAVE THEM

Witch Hunt In Wenatchee

n July 1994, when Robert Devereaux

told Annie Weishoff, his foster daugh-

ter, that she conldn't have sex with her
boyfriend at home, the 15-year-old girl
tricd to poison him by lacing his soda with
iodine. Devereaux had her arrested.
Neither Devereaux nor Weishoff could
have imagined that the incident would
spark one of the craziest episodes of false
accusation of child molestation ever in a
decade which has witnessed bizarre

examples of this mass psychosis.

But now, eightesn months later,
Wenatchees, Washington, a towmn of 35,000,
is srill realing. Since mid-1994 some 41 peo-
ple have been accused of participating in as
many a3 four separate child sex nings in
Wenatchee, Maay more have been, or are,
under suspicion. I there & an interesting
pwist to this episode in the ongoing sxga of
child malest, it s in the fact that a [ocal
pentecostal church is the alleged site of this
ongoing orgy in which 80 adults are alleged
to have molested 50 children, and the pas-
por and his wife have been accused of orga
pizing the sexunal criminality.

These  strange  doings i
Wenarchee actually have a somewhat
familiar parrative. Sexeral mooths before
the attempted poisoning of Robert
Devercany, atnother of his toster children, a
10-year-old named Doana BEverstt, weas
removed from Devercaux's care at his
reguest bocawse he could not contral her
unrufiness, The gicl was placed in the home
of Bobert Perer, a 12-year veteran of the
Wenatchee Paolice, who had just been
appointed his department’s one and only
chilfd sex abuse investigetor. Then, [our
days after the attempted polsoning
episode, when Annic Weishoff was taken
o the Chelan County Juvenile Center,
Perez lnterviewed her alone for several
hours, He did oot tape the intermogation,
but reporied that the girl told him that she had
been sexually abused by Robert Deversau, Perez
prommptly arrested Deversaux.

The following day Weishoff told Paul
lassen, a Thild Protective Services worker, that
Detective Perez had coerced her into accusing her
foster father of abusing her. Glassen reported the
girl's recantation to his supervisor only to find
himself arrested by Perez—for witness tampering.
Although charges were dropped, Glassen was
soon fired by CPS. A few monthe later his name
appearad on a list of child molesters compiled by
Dretective Ferez and his allies, Glassen took his
family and Ded 1o safety in Canada. I knew what
they could do to my son,” Glassen told a
Sacramento Bee reporter. “And [ wasnt going to
bet Perez or anybody else start brainwashing bim.”

The arrest of someone of Glassen’s
stature and position should have set off an alarm,
but Detective Perez was just getting started. A few
weeks later Donna Eversn, Perez's new foster
daughter, began telling him about abuse at the
hands of her hiological parents. Perez wasted no
time arresting Harold and Idella Evercit. He
charged Idella with 4,836 acts of abuse, but
dropped mast of the counts when she agreed to
testify apainst her husband, Idella, who has becn
described as an iliterate with an 10} of 64, later
claimed that she signed a confession only after
Perez told her she did not need an attorney.

The Everetl arrests were noticed by
Robert Roberson, 50, unordained pastor of the
Pentecostal Church of God House of Prayer in
Fast Wenatchee, which lies across the Columbia
River in Douglas County. The church, among the
poorest congregations in town, rarely had more

By George Paul Csicsery

than 50} parishioners and had little power. But
Roherson and his wife Connie knew the Everetis
and their children. They did not believe the
Everett girl had been touched by either parent.
When the Bveretis wers arrested the Robersons
tried fo arrange for one of the other Everett chil-
dren 1o live with them. Finally, as he heard storics
of wrilten confessions collected by Detective
Perez from people be knew o be illiterate and
mentally diminished, Roberson became suspi-
cious, When he voiced his criticism of Perer's evi-
dence-gathering technigues, Pastor Roberson got

a wamning call from a CPS worker threatening him
with arrest.

Donna Everctts life with the Parez Tami-
Iy was turbulent. She had violant fits during which
she tore up the house. After being threatened with
removal, she began making a flurry of accusations
involving several adults and numerous child vic-
tims. Images of a Satanie child abuse ring began to
congeal. To flesh out the details, Perez and two
CPS workers took Donna on a ride around
Wenatchee and asked her to point out the places
where she and the other children had been moleat:
ed. The 10-year-old girl picked out 22 places
where the molests had occurred, including hes
grandparents’ house and the Pentecostal Church
of God in East Wenatchee,

On March 23, 1995 Pastor Foberson
denounced Detective Percz at a chepter meeting
of VOCAL (Victims of Child Abuse Legislation).
Five days later Roberson and his wife Connic
were arrested and charped with staging weekly
orgies at the Pentecostal Church

(44 hen we started prosecuting these cases in
1994, we had no idea that it would
become this complex,” Chelan County

Prosecuting Attorney Gary Riesen told the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer. The complexity soon
became mightmarish as Detective Perez and his
helpers at CPS went to work on up to 50 children
1w construct the Satanic child molest ring st the
center of which the hapless Robersons wers
alleged to stand. None of the interrogations of
children were taped. In several cases Perex later
claimed te have lost his notes, A numbes of chil-
dren said that Perez did not take potes at all when

he interrogated them. They described their ses-
sions with Perez as frightening. One child said that
when she persisted in her refisal [0 accuse a par-
ticular adult, Detective Perez picked up the phone
as if to call in an order to arrest the child’s mother.
He then gave her five minutes to come up with the
accusation. Not surprsingly, most of the children
whao did make accusations later recanted.

Children and adulis were routimely sob-
jected to coercion and intlmidation as family after
family was destroyed, the parents imprisoned, and
siblings forcibly separated from ome another so
they could not compare notes. The cruelest
punishment was that of “Sam™ Doggett, a
15-year-old girl, who told her story to a
Spokane television reporter after escaping
from CPS supsrvision.

Sam was living with her legal
guardians in Ukiah, California, when
Datective Perez and a CPS worker
appeared in Sacramento and ordered her
puardian o bring Sam and her 12-vear-old
sister, who was visiting from Wenatchee, (o
a Sacramento CFPS office. The guardian
comphed and delivered the sisters. After
tefling the girls they werc investigating
accusations made apainst their parents by
their brothey, Perez and his companion
convinced them to accompany them back
to Washington for 8 few wecks, Sam was
led to believe that she and her sister would
b kept together during the briel investiga-
ticm. What ensued could have been writien
hy Kafka. b

Upon arcival at SeaTae alrport the
girls were immediately separated. Sam and
her sister resisted, but were dragped apart
in a scuffle, Placed in foster care, Sam
protested about what had happened to her
to a caseworker, She was told she was suici-
dal, tied to a stretcher and taken by ambu-
lance to a mental imstitetion in Cosuer
d’Alens, Idaho. During the five weeks she
spent at the institution she was repeatedly
guestioned, but not about her suicidal ien-
dencies, which she claims pever existed.
She was asked 1o corroborate stories about sex
orgies and abuse by her parents, She was told that
lier sisters had already told investipators every-
thing their parents had done to them. Sam stub-
bornly insisted her parents had aever touched her
or anrvonz elke. At other locations Sam's sisters
were subjected to similar tactics, and the youngest
one succumbed to the pressure,

Mark and Carol Doggett were convicled
of intrafamilial sexual abuse oo the basis of el
mony by their nine-year-old daughter Sam and
her 12-yvear-old sister refused 1o accuse their par-
ents, although each was told that the other had
done so, Afterwards CPS did not allow Sam to
return ta her fegal guardiang in California. Moved
from one CPS controlled setting to anather, Sam
was prevented from seeing her sisters. She ran
away, and when interviewsad, said she believed her
whole ordeal was orchestrated by CPS to pumsh
her for not turning against her parents. Within an
hour of her story airing on a Spokane TV station,
CPS and Spokans police laonched a scarch for
Zam, “for her own protection.™ In late Jone, Sam
Dogg=tt’s parents wers sentenced to 11 years for
child melestation.

In July the first Wenatchee sex ring case 10 aciu
ally go to jury trial ended in the acguittal of
Honnah Sims of six counts of child abuse. Sims, a
Sunday school teacher 8t Roberson's church, had
been fingered by two of the mast prolific accusers.
Unlike the 15 adults who have pleaded guilty (o
some charges to avoid prosecution on others, Sims
defended herself with a real lawyer—the first of
the acoused adults in Wenatchee to do 50, The jury
found the testimony of the girls not credible, and
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the prosecution’s case woefully lacking in physical
evidence. One witness, who had made a deal with
prosecutors to save herself from being charged,
reversed hersell on the stand and stated that she
had been forced to sign a fRlse confession.

Following the Sims werdict, the
Robersons were able to have their bail reduced
from the initial $1million and pet out of jail. By
this time they had been locked up for 135 days.
They emerged from incarceration to find that the
town was deeply divided. The accusations kept
pouring in, particularly against those who criti-
cized the judicial process. But the cases them-
sclves were collapsing. As the Robemsons awaited
trial, the 11 child abuge charges sgeinst Roben
Deverenux—ihe first person arrested—wers
dropped when he pleaded guilty to having
spanked a child. People who had signed confes-
sions were recanting. Investigators and reporiers
discovered that many of the people who confessed
or were convicted had 105 under &, or sul-
fered from mental or physical disahilities.

The Roberson trial dragged into
December, and there were startling revela-
tions, including testimomy by Detective
Perez on December 7 admitting that he had
squeezed the arm of his foster daoghter in
an effory 1o control her testimony on the
day she told of having been sexually abused
by Pastor Roberson. The arm-grabbing
story, coupled with other tales of Perez's
excesses, gave the jury a picture of a child
protection system that was out of control
Alter listening 1o 53 witnesses—including
Ferez's foster child, who degeribed the sex
orgles at the church—the jory concluded
there was no evidence to support the acew-
sations. On December 11, 1095 Roberson
and his wife, who had argued convincingly
that they had been arrested for criticizing
and protesting the way Perez condueted his
investigations, were acquitted of all charges
of child rape and molestation. (By then
they had been separated from their own
daughier, Bebeskah, for nine months.
Although they have since been allowed
contact with the child, regaining full cis-
tody could take six months.)

The Roberson verdicts quickly led
jx the dismissal of two other cases. Today
only Kerri Knowles, znother alleged mem-
ber of the Wenatchee sex ring, i85 awaiting
trial. But 19 others who confessed or were
convicted are serving long sentences. As
Delective Perer's supporters in Wenatches have
pointed out, 19 out of 41 is an excellent conviction
rate for an investigatar.

ut Wenatches is important not so much for
what has taken place there, bizarre though
that has been, bul because it marks 2 milestone in
the way these accusations amd trials have been
presented, After years of helping to spread the
cpidemic of false accusations, the news media
turned a eorner in Wenatchee, Over the past six
months major newspapers ran pumercus stories
about witch hunis there, and TV magazine shows
featured the Robersons and others in the cose,
casting them as vichims of false accusatioms. By
1995 it was safe for most (but not all) reporters to
use cxpressions like “false acousation™ and “fead-
ing questions” in reference to child molest cases.
et this tomaround came after 8 decade
of evidence against a compliant press, too ready to
belave that “children never lie,™ The Akiki case,
the scandalous McMartin trjal (longest and maost
expensive in U.S. history), the 1993 reversal of
judgment against Kelly Michaels in New Jersey,
and the unraveling of the notoriows Edenton,
North Carolina day care case, had finally made an
ImpTEssion.

Dorothy Rabinowitz of the Wall Street
Journal was among the reporters who began to
issue regular updates on the course of events in
Wenatchee, Rabinowitz was the first reporter to
expase the railroading of a young day care worker
in 3 mid-1980s child molesi case in New Jersey, [ol-
lowing the situation until Kelly Michagls was
released on appeal five afier years of incarcera-
tion.

Another journalist who reporied regulac-
ly on Wenaichee for Spokanes CBS-affiliate
KEEM 2, was Tom Grant. He discoverad just how
unpopular his coverage was with child protection
authorities when it was announeed that he too was
under investigation for child abuse.

Cathryn Lyons, a Pierce County public
defender and author of “the Wenatchee Report,”
has spent months trying to get the attention of out-
sde anthorities, “The problems in Wenatchee are
profound,” Lyons sald, “It is the worst example of
an investigation of its kind that I've ever seen. The
most frightening thing that happened with
Wenatchee s that it's all perfectly begal and it
eould happen again, anywhere in the state.™

y October of last year the stench coming from
Wenatchee was 20 bad that Washingion
Governor Mike Lowry wrote a letter to Janet
Reno requesting a Justice Department investiga-

Robert Roberson

tion. But Beno, a vociferous advocate of “chil-
drens” rights,” has held back. On December 12,
1995, the day afler a jury found Robert and
Connie Roberson inmocent on all counts. Reno
told the Wew York Times that the Justice
Department had examined the Wenatches cases
and would soon announce whether there would be
s formal investigation. At least ome Justice
Department attorney fell that Reno was stalling,
and he went public in 8 Washingion Post editorial
claiming that Justice had all the evidence they
needed to enter the case. Despite the outery and
bad press over outreges-commitisd by public offi-
cials against the citizenry of Wenatchee, on
February 2 ihe AP revealed that Reno has murmed
Governor Lowry down: "Our evaluation of the
materials submitted leads us to conclude that we
cannot establish beyond a reasonable doubt that
public officials acted willfully, as we must in a
criminal prosecution.”

Why the Aftorney General refuses to act
on Wenatchee can be explained at leasi partly by
Henos own history, Reno made her career as an
aperesive Florida progecutor who specialized in
saving children from child molesters. In at least
two well-documenied eases she has been described
a8 using interrogation techniques identical to those
employed in Wenatchee by Detective Perez to elie-
it the cooperation of reluctant witnesses—tech-
niques of brainwashing, cocrcion and inlmidation.

Possibly, Reno sees nothing wrong with
the way Perez handled the interropation of chil-
dren. On the other hand, she could be wary of
entering into the investigation of a case that is cer-
tain to raise the spectres of her own past involve-
ment in the Fijnje and Fuster cases.
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A more sinister explanation for Attorney
General Reno%. reluctance 0 investigate
Wenatchee was advanced by The Washingon
Tiries on November 14, 1995: “Speculation is that
Hillary Clinton has dug in her heels against a fed-
eral investigation, For her, child abuse is a mantra,
and she doesn't want any inguiry that could dis-
credit the activities of Child Profective Services,
Here may be the key to the mystery. Child abuse
is a liberal mantra. Liberal groups who get federal
funding for trazmng child abuse investigators rou-
tinely testify before Congress that 3 out of 4
American kids are sexually abused. When Mr.
Percz and Child Protective Services started out on
their wilch hunt, they rode on the back of this
manira. "

Despite federal recaleitrance, Washington
state 1s moving ahead towards reforming its child
protective system. One law under consideration
requires the taping of interviews with children.
Faul Glaszen, the fired and sccosed CPS
worker who was the first 1o protest the way
Detective Perez interrogated children, and
Pastor Roberson, are among those who tes-
tified before the legislatures House
Children and Families Committee in
January, Whatever Washington's legisla-
ture decides will nol come soon enough 1o
save Kerri Knowles, the last accused
Wenatchee sex ring participant. Her trial is
scheduled for March,

uture mvestigations and studies of what

happened in Wenaichee are bound to
focus on Detective Perez and the CPS
workers who terrorized the community's
most  vualnerable ecitizens-the children
coerced or imtimidated into making accusa-
ticms, and disadvantaged adulis, too men-
tally fecble to protect themselves or even
o understand what was happening to them.
The danger is-thal Perez will be demonized
a5 & ropoe cop, a man who broke all the
ruies because of an unheaithy zeal, & one-
of-a-kind TorquEmada, This would be a
mistake. Detective Perex and his echores
are [er from exceptional. What they did in
the course of inventing & Satanic child
abuse sex ming in Wenaichee has happened
in hundreds of American communities.
hiany of Perer tactics are actually recom-
mended in guidelines for sexual abuse
investigators. While Detective Perez may
be an exuberant practiioner of his trade,
his behavior is consistent with the standards of a
child protective system that has trained thousands
of sexual abuse investigators to use the very tech-
nigues employed so effectively by Perea.

By 194, when Detective Perez was mak-
ing the first of the Wenatchee sex ring arrcsts, the
ingredients of the crazy brew that bubbles up in
lethal cockisils of hysterical child sbuse acousa-
tions ware well-understood. From case to case, the
formula has contained mest, if not all, of the fol-
lowing: poorly trained social workers and police
officers; Now Age and feminist-trained therzpists
who would diagnose every man, woman and child
they meet as a victim of childhood sexual abuse;
their counterparts in the prosecutor’s office; fun-
damentalist Christians in search of Satamist sex
calts; and their most unabashed promoters-sensa-
tion-seeking talk show hosts and reportecs,

Wenatchee will eventuzlly become a text-
book case—like McMartin, Ingram, Akiki, and
countless others, Each of these shameful episodes,
while destroying the lives of children and parents,
started out as @ crusade to save children from child
molesters. As each case unravels it becomes a
crushing defeat for the movement that destroys
children in order po save them. But none of ths
seems Lo diminish the fervor of the child abuse
industry. No amount of evidence gleaned from sci
entific rescarch showing exactly how children ars
manipulated by investigators, therapisis, and
other authority figures inid making false accusa-
tions has made a dent. How else to explain - e
whal look place Wenatchee, Washington? -;S

George Paul Csicsery Iy a filmymaker who [Hves in
the Bay Area
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A SAD LEssonN IN THE CiTyY’s SCHQOL STRIKE

The Race Card In Oakland

hen the Oakland teachers

finally agreed to return to

work late in March after a bit-
ter 34-day strike, the settlement dealt
with raises and smaller class sizes. What
was left unmentiongd and unmended
was the racial rancor that had divided
the school system and the city. Stirring
many of the same passions and opening
some of the same ideological fault lines
as New York's notori-
ous Ocean Hill-
Brownsville school
strike of 1968, the
Oakland  teachers’
sirike had polarized
parcnts .and school
board members,
white liberal teachers
and black community
spokesmen. And
even after the settle-
ment was made, the
passions of race pride
and racial resent-
ment remained, ras-
ing questions about
the future of citics g
such as Oakland, |
where a liberal politi-
cal tradition [inds
itself increasingly in
conflict with a black
leadership it  had
helped create.

bt was that status
of Oakland as a metaphor .
for inner city on the move and dominated by a
new black political and financial elite that gave
the strike it resonance. Once Oakland was the
domain of a white establishment dominated by
figures such as William Knowland, a U5
Senator who for decades used his ownership of
the Qakland Tribune to organize a white estab-
lishment which maintained its power long efter
klacks hed a statistical majority, But those days
when the city was regarded as an example of
Deep Sonth politics in the North were long gone
by the Eighties. Oakland had secn the triumph
of coalition politics, with “progiessive” whites
nurtured by the intellectual atmosphere of
neighboring Berkeley joining black leaders like
Congressman Ron Dellems to support the rise of
black leadership in Oakland whose key figures
ware individuals like the late Bob Maynard, the
klack publisher who took over the Tribune, and
Elihu Harris, for the last several years Oakland's
mayorn During this era of change, Oakland, far
from witnessing the social chaos of racial con-
flict, had actually seen a gentrification of some
of its neighborhoods and had maintained a firm
corporate base.

What surprised observers was how
quickly the race card was played as things began
to ¢come apart in Oakland—by school  board
mermbers Sylvester Hodges and Toni Cook, by
the school superintendent Carolyn Getridge,
and by their allies in Oaklands black congrega-
tions and in the city's tightly knit black political
organizations. On the eve of the walkowt, crics
of racism were levelled during an angry school
board mecting. Cook, one of four blacks on the
seven member board, said that criticism of the
school district stemmed from the fact that “it 13
run by African Americans,” Schoo! board candi-
date Gerald Sanders, also black, immedistely

By Kate Coleman

reproached her; “White politicians didn®t infiu-
ence the teachers to strike! The disintegration of
the Oakland schools did.” Cook refused to repu-
diate her comments about the union being racist.
“1 do not apolegize for calling it what it was™
she said. “I am never going top apologize for
heing an advocate of African Americans.”

The racist label affixed on the teachers
was based on the assumption thal they were
overwhelmingly white, In fact, the racial compo-
sition of the Oakland Education Association’s
3500 members is just under 50 percent white,

with 34 percent black and the remainder Latino
and Asian. But four school board members, the
superintendent, the majority of administrators,
and 53 percent of the 52,000 student population
is black, with only some seven percent white and
the rest comprized of other minorities.

The strike had itz bepinnings back in
June of 1594 when the teachers’ contract expired.
In Movember, the teachers fired & warnming shot
in the form of a two-day walk out, and then, in
January, struck for one day. But if these actions
failed to ease (he bargaining stalemate, they did
help to forge a8 union-parent allegiance that held
topether for the course of the strike, Parents for
Classrooms First formed o suppost union
demands for better wages and smaller classroom
size in lower prades, which were to be financed
with cuts [rom what the union called “bloated”
administrative ¢oss,

Talks broke down and on Febroary 15,
the Oakland Eduocation Association finally
voted to strike against the sixth largest school
district of the state. Because of a state law that
allows districts the choice of basing their
Average Daily Attendance payment by the state
on the previous yvear’s student nose count (the
faw was passed, in fact, in response to other
California school strikes), low student atien
dance could not be counted upon as leverage
against the school board. The union's power lay
in its ability 1o mobilize public opinion, As the
OEA’ Peter Haberfield says, “Our leverage is
the interest of the school board and superinten-
dent in kecping peace. An on-gpoing strike risks
public opprobrium for them. gives them a bad
name.”

The strike had the features of all such
walkouts. But in Oakland there was something
more: 4 race baiting atmosphere which had

become dense and dangerous even before the
strike began. As the conflict settled into a stand-
off, the black power structure tried to cut down
on the strikers' appeal to parents by using epi-
thets which characterized the striking teachers
and their parent supporters as lily white racists
out 1o destroy the black dominated school board
and administration,

In the escalating dispute, black adminis-
trators and their allies on the school board insist-
ed that black teachers and parents had different
interests from white teachers and residents.
They supported this posi-
tion by pointing out that
black teachers wera
crossing the pickeilines
and black students wera
not boyveotting in support
of the union. (Indeed,
down in West Oakland,
for example, where the
majority of students come
from families on welfare,
1B of 22 teachers st
Prescoll Elementary
school were on  site.)
Drespite 1solated cxam-
ples of racial solidarity,
however, union officials
could claim that B7 per-
cent of the city’s public

school  children  ware
staying oul of class and
that there was good

turmout &f various alter-
nmative schools organized
by parents and siriking
teachers throughoui the
district.

Onece played,
howewer, the race card
staved on the table. [is
presence produced some
ridiculous exchanges. Black school board mem-
ber Sylvester Hodges was outraged at one white
union leader who dared to guote Paul Robeson
and Marlin Luther King Ir. in an appearance
before the school board. To Hodges that was
racist “They wers guoting black history—io me!
Why did they come op and do that? To me, that
put it aptomatically as a racial issue, They mads
it that way.™ Later on during the strike, Hodges
{whao is currently running for a seat on Oakland's
City Council) said of the ieachers, “Some of
them don't see us as just board members. They
sec us g5 black board members.” This despite the
fact thet the Oakland school board has four
blacks out of seven, along with one Hispanc,
one Asian and one white.

Race had actually first appeared as an
issue during the one day walkout in late January
that preceded the strike when the Rev. J. Alfred
Smith of Oakland's Allen Temple Baptist
Church charged the union with being uncon-
cerned with the black community of Oakland.
“The Oakland Unified School District may have
African American administrators,” he said, "but
the majority of teachers are white persons who
live outside of Oakland bat will come 1o work
tomorrow to get their paychecks.”

School board President  Lucella
Harrison weighed in with her own race analysis
pointing out that it was a largely white group of
parcnts that had been showing up at recent
school board meetings: “There is a different per-
ceplion of this board on one side of town than on
the other.” This was a glancing reference to the
fact that while political power has shifted dra
matically from whites to blacks in Qakland dug-
ing the last two decedes, whites still tend to live
in the hills while blacks tend to live in the fat-
lands,
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Every time it appeared that the racial
aspect of the strike was diminishing, black school
board member Toni Cook would breathe new
life into it She analyzed the strike for one local
paper this way; “You have a school board and
administration who are mostly black, and then
you have these white males leading the teachers
union who get up there and say you're inept. It
reminds me of when [ was growing up in the
South, when white men use to call me stupid,”

In the inflamed atmosphere that charse-
terized the strike, Cook became a
lightening rod. At cne point she was
accused of racial name-calling in the
hallway outside a board meeting on
the eve of a strike. School board can-
didate Gerald Sanderz, a black
teacher supporting the union, criti-
cized her and in response Sanders and
two witnesses elabm Cook called him
a “white man's nigger.”

It iz a familiar cry with Cook.
Local investigative reporters accused
her of raising the same type of
charges about racism back in 1987
when the troubled school district had
to be tumed over to a staie troslec
because of mismanagement. And
Cook was among the most vociferous
crusaders in altempts to rid the
Crakland school district of Houghton
Mifflin history and social science
serles texis for kindergarten through
eight grade in a series of incendiary
community meetings in 1592 which
defined the terms of the current racial
polarization,

In the meetings, Cook joined
other black leaders in arguing that.
Lhese texts were racist, despite the
fact that he Houghton Mifflin books
were the most responsive fo the
demands of multi-culiuralism ever to
pass before the state rextbook review
board. The fact that the seventh grade
text included voluminous matesial on
sub-Saharan Africa (10.6 percent of
the eniire narrative} or that one
gighth of its narrative centered on
Mative American history, to name just
a few of the accommaodations to
mulit-culturalizm, did nothing to elter
the charges of racism and the vicious
fingerpointing at the texts’ principal
author, Gary Mash, a white who came
out of a left political activist background and
headed the defense comemittee for Angela Davis
in 1970 when she was fired by UICLA.

Sociologist Todd Gitlin, who has written
extensively about the Oakland textbook dispute,
finds it ironic that Wash was a prominent leftist
faculty member at UCLA when Toni Cook waz a
student activist in the Black Student Union thare
and ardent supporter of Ron Karenga, onetime
leader of the radical nationalist orgamization
United Slaves, and now Mulana Ron Karenga,
college teacher and leader of the multicultural
mavement.

In his discussion of the Oakland fext-
book controversy in The Twilight of Commaon
Direams Todd Gitlin points out that while the
Houghton Mifflin texts were occasionally guilty
of lapses of multicultural sensitivity (the third
grade book calling John Wesley Powell "one of
the first people to explore the Grand Canyon,”
mstead of "one of the first white people”), for
the most part they were politically correct, A
representative passage was an eighth grade text's
words on the Spanish conquistadors: “Although
their names end discoveries live on in romantic
gtories, most of the conguistadars acted ruthless-
Iy in ther search for riches and power. They
treated the native inhabitants of Amernca croel-
Iy, enslaving them and often killing them...”

Monetheless, teachers who supported
the Houghton Mifflin series, and parents as well,
were labeled “racist™ and even “Mazi” by oppo-
nents. The level of vitriol on the part of foes of
the texts was shocking to those on the receiving
end particularly because they saw themselves as

being involved in the same cause as those attack-
ing them. Shelley Weintraub, a veteran of the
antiwar and feminist movements, was stunned.
She said at the time of the controversy, 1 regard
mysell as being a multiculturalist and I think this
is the prevailing view among teachers.” These
progressives felt blindsided by those whom they
had regarded as their comrades.

After recommendations for revision
were incofporated into the Houeghton Mifflin
series, every schoal distriet in California voted to

dccept the amended texts except for Qakland. To
daie, the district sull has no texts, relying instead
omn supplemental books and materials.

et the charges of racism initiated at the

beginning of the strike soom spread far
beyond Toni Cook and her group could have
imagined, and took on the shape of something
like 3 mass psychosis. The litany of racial bitter-
ness was intoned by community groups including
the local NAACF and the president of the so-
cilled Niagara Movement Democratic Club,
Geoffrey Pete, the owner of a well known night-
¢lib where many black community functions are
held. Pete follows the-enemy-of-my-friend-is-
my-eneny sorl of reasoning: “If the friends of the
union come o meetings and trash the board
which is predominantly African American, |
would dare say it's racist.”

Superintendent Carolyn Getridge her-
self, while refusing local interviews, contributed
to the racial divisivencss when she told a San
DHepo newspaper that she believed their city's
Superintendent of schools, Bertha Pendleton.
had been targeted in a conspiracy by the union
there because Pendleton, ke Gerrdge, = black.
“Isn't it ironie,” she told a reporter, “that two of
the largest schoal districts in this state who hap-
pen bo have African American woman superin-
tendents, are being struck this year? Is it just
fate?”

[t isn't fate, and it isnt confined to
Oakland or to San Diego. Increasingly as blacks
take their places in local and state povernment
infrastructure and in civil service and other jobs,
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there is a shared perception that when their
work comes under critical serutiny it is because
of racism which holds them, they believe, to a
higher standard than white workers and officials,
Elack San Francisco psychologist Price Cobhs
isn't surprised by the raising of the race issoe in
Chakland: “Racial issugs smolder under the sur-
faca in many situations and at times of stress and
crigis come to the forefront.”

Teachers' unjon officials, members, and
supporters scoff al any such notions. For them,
rooting around in the dark places of
racial antagonism and resentment iz
an empty cxercise. They point to eco-
nomic issues, o low rates of teachers®
salarics compared to surrounding dis-
tricts and to the fact that in Oakland
they hadn't had a raize or cost of liv-
ing increase in four years as sullicien]
reason for the strike. They say teach-
gre are suffering while the Oakland
district is top-heavy with overpaid
administrators.

(Jakland does have ane of the
highest ratios of administration to
student body in California, with one
administrator for every 240 students,
Part of the reason 15 the proliferation
of school sites, each needing its own
principal and support staff. But both
sides in the dispute agree that neither
the increase In lower grade neighbor
hood =zchools por the many support
nurses of psychologists on site have
raized the dismal academic ranking of
the districts children. Last year E3
percent of Oakiand public school chil-
dren seored below the 50th percentile
in reading language and math.

Administrative salaries are
hefty. Getridge gets $155,000.
Stripped of her benafits ehe snll rakes
in $130.000, some F27,000 more than
State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Delaine Bastin, B
teachers” salari€s are among the low-
ecsl i the arca (from £27 404 1o
£45,459). 5till, the school board presi-
dent and superiniendent azserted that
the wmions demands for increased
salary and smaller classroom size
would bankrupt the district. They
used as support for their argument
corroborating  stalements by the
county auditor. But unjon_official
Peter Haberfeld criticized the regort and
accused the suditor of being & crony of superin-
tendeznt Getridge and therefore an unreliable
observer, (The auditor acknowledged the friend-
ship but insisted it did not cloud his view of the
financial situation in Oakland.)

An independent state audit showed
administrative costs to be above the average of
surrounding Bay Area districts (from a high of
L2 pereent in ‘92-"93 down to 168 percent in
“04-"95) bui Aot the 20 percent as the umion
leaders claimed. (A union official claims that
state euditors snspected that administrative
costs were shifted to branch offices, to whose
books they were denied access.) The audit also
indicated higher administrative support cost
per student—5812—than six comparable dis-
tricts where average cost per pupil was $697.
Dakland™s spending on popil services was
shown to be significantly higher than other dis-

tricts which included salaries and benefits for -

counselors, social workers, psychologists and
MNUTsEE.

The administration defenders argoed
that Cakland kids had “special” needs for those
services—a cods word for minority, disadvan-
taged kids. OEA executive Ward Rountree
argued thal the state audit showed there was still
ton much money spent on administration and
“not enough money in the classroom with stu-
dents and teachers,”

Trying to muster other support and out-
flank the teacher’s union, top Oakland adminis-
trators warned school classified workers (pri-
marily janitors and secretaries, the vast majority
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of whom are hlack) who belong to the Service
Employees International Union that any cutting
of administrative costs to pay for teachers'
demands would mean job cuts and cost reduc-
tions among their workers. Observers of the
strike regarded this as an ingenious strategy,
gince it pitted one union agaiost the other with
the race issue underlying a class siruggle for
dwindling resources. '

Thase who waved the banners of racism
were adamant in their opposition to any cut in
administrative jobs, School board member
Hodges spelled it ot this way: “When you are
talking about cutting administration, you aren't
just cutting administrators, You eliminate an
office, and you eliminate clerical workers. And
many of them have kids in our schools, They are
familiez who need income so they can provide a
home environment conducive to learning.” And
Tonil Cook echoed his sentiments: “We are talk-
ing asbout downsizing,
and [ will not send people
home without a job. The
workers live in our com-
munity, and their children
go to our schools, And
they look like me dispro-
portionately,”

Sharon Rosze, a
white parent who has
been active in setting up
alternative sirike schools
to support the union has
been angered by the
racial arguments made by
Hodges, Cook and oth-
crs. As a longtime trade
unianist hersalf when she
used fi live *imn
Washington, DC and
later in Detront, she’s sen-
sitive- aboul what she
regards as union-busting
tactices and divide-and-
conquer strategies which g
she believes these board
members are guilty of
cmploying,.

The janitors and
service workers, Rose .
argues, have unfortunata- .0
ly been susceptible to these accusations that the
union and teachers are racist— but they should
know betier. “Theres B ‘me-ton' clavse that
insures they too will benefit . And enions should
stick together” But Rose admits they havent.
“Janitors and other classified workers have
erossed the picket lines. But 1 have heard [here
she brightens] “that some of them have been
1apped to babysit kids where there are no teach-
ers available and same have refused.”

n fact, Dakland has always been a amall elub-

by town. It wsed to be a white small town
where a local establishment pulled all the levers
of power and dizhed out appointments to its
own. Ta the days when the Knowland family ran
the local palitical machine, people like former
Attorney General Ed Meese were virtually guar-
anteed jobs in agencies such as the Alameda
County District Attorney’s office. (Meese's
father was a county clerk with connections (o the
white power structure. )

When blacks made a belated bid for
power in Oakland, beginning in the 19705, white
flight to the suburbg insured black majority rule.
S50on a system of black patronage began to
evalve. Union leaders who chose not to be
pamed accised the school board members and
their allies of race baiting to protect their role at
the head of a patronage system.

“School board members have behaved
like job brokers getting favors for their con-
stituents,” one obscrver charges. Indeed, the
slakes are high, With 7000 jobs in the district, the
gchool system of Oakland is probably the largest
emplover in the city. But one union cfficial says,
“It's great to have jobs in the black commumnity,
but not at the expense of kids' education.”

“All these folks who work for the dis-

trict are also part of the flock of these ministers,”
this observer also points out, noting the almost
cozy relationship between elected officials and
office holders and community and church Jead-
ers. And indeed, the Rev. J. Alfred Smith and a
coalition of black ministers who in other situa-
tions might have supported a union, were strong
opponanis of the striking teachers.

The incestuousness of officials, churches
and politicians who all happen to be black can
lead the analyst of Oakland politics into curious
directions. Toni Cook, for example, was respon-
sible for hiring Dr. Shirley Thoraton last year as
a consultant to the school board of Oakland.
When Thornton was eventually hired by recent-
ly defeated Mayor Frank Jordan of San
Francisco to head that city’s troubled Housing
Authority, Thoraton soon after hired Toni Cook
as & consultant,

Malik Rahim, an African American who

is co founder and director of the Coalidon of
Concerned Residents of lower Income and
Public Housing charges that black cronyism is no
more scceptable that a similar siteation con-
trolled by whites. He is an outspoken critic of
Toni Cook and before her, of her boss Shirley
Thornton, “Tt was a pood ole boy thing: you
helped me; I helped you, If [Cook] was qualified,

I could see it, but io bring some one in with no -

experience is wrong.”

Mot unsurprisingly, local political races
became entangled in the protracted strike.
Power broker Congressman Ron Dellums gave
an ingpirational pep talk to grateful striking
teachers, but didn't pressure the school district
to give on the issoes. (Monetheless he picked up
the OEA% endorsement for his reelection cam-
paign). His protege and former aide,
Assemblywoman Barbara Lee, who has recently
been involved in financial scandals, was waging a
nasty fight against fellow Democrat and progres-
sive, Bob Campbell, who is white, for a State
Senate seat. It was Campbell, long been associ-
ated with education issues in the Assembly, who
called for an independent audit of the Oakland
Schools to be paid for by the siate. When this
happened, Tom Cook, a declared Lee supporter,
chimed -im with her own observation that
Campbells call for the audit was politically moti-
vated to “pump up his name identification in
Alameda County.” On other occasions Lee has
branded Campbell as a racist for choosing to run
against a black woman.

When Jesse Jackson came Lo town, strik-
crs expected his support, Hes walked the line
with striking Hermel meat packers, auto work-
grs, garbage collectors, to name a few, and, was
reportedly set to show himself the workers'
friend again with & hiphly visible urm on the
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picket line with striking teachers, But abruptly
his visit fizzled. Acéording to one union official,
black clergy led by the Rev. J. Allen Smith and

“others including Toni Cook who reportedly once

worked for the Rainbow Coalition pressured the
local Rainbow Coalition representative so
strongly that he urged Jackson to call off his
visit. Jackson, never missing a beat, inatead pre-
pared to fly to L.A. to protest instead the dearth
of minority nominations for this vear's Academy
Awards.

cople disturbed by the racial polanzation

during the strike credit the teachers union
with some success in keeping the focus on the
classroom. Still, many spoke of 2 lingering lesson
in demagoguery. Black parent and schoo) strike
supporter Betty Carraras who lives in the East
Oakland district represented by Toni Cook was
disgusted with race being used as what she calls
a "smoke screen.” Both
Carraras and her husband
claim Cook and other
administrators  fosterad
racial divisiveness even
before the stnike as an
excuse for “the sorry
physical conditions at
school™; trashed bath-
rooms with doors that
don't lock, cracked play-
ground pavemsnt,
portable classrooms with
poor lighting and 50 on.

“All along,”
Carracas  says, “'the
adminisirators and school
board have fostered this
view that kids in the hills
gel more than us in the
e flats,. The  families

v believed it t2n yedars ago
and some still do. Bug
kecping the races divided
is mean spirited and it's
gndermining our kids
cducation—robbing
them. Mow they're play-
ing the race card in the
strike trying to draw the

TN e attention away from the
issiues. Teachers have boen too long with no con-
tract, They're buying kids supplies out of their
own pockets. That shoulda't be. It's not a race
issue.”

The racz-baiting was eventodlly con-
tained in Oakland, All sides were taken aback by
the extremism of some of the comments.
{Teachers particularly were borrified when a
local MAACP spokeswoman opined to a
reporter that white teachers could not be trusted
to deliver education to minority children.) All
sides were aware too that wounds caused by the
sirike would leave scars for years to come,
Already there are reports at the schools of icy
silence between teachers who struck and those
who crossed the picket lines. Parents and teach-
ers supporting the strike have vowed to press for
the recall of the three board members who
opposed to the strike (Toni Cook one of them)
and who were not up for reelection on March 26,

Gone was that easy comraderie of the
past when liberals whites and blacks could feel
they were working together [or a joint social
vision in a place like Oakland. The city has come
of age as a black controlled enterprise and the
results are an cocasion for somber reflection, if
ool melancholy, by all concerned.

Hesponding the undercurrents of bitler-
ness left in the strike’s wake, Mayor Elihu Harris
called in late March for a Peace Summit on edu-
cation to be held in May. But those who have
watched this lacerating strike unfold are doubt-
ful that such an event will heal the deep wounds
that remain and [f the old progressive coalition
in Oakland can ever be put back together -

apain. "&6
|

Kate Coleman is writing a biography of
Huey Newiton

AFVN L Yo eid Perrm



HETERODOXY

CRACK, consinued from poge 1

The decision facing the Supreme Court in
Armstrong is limited specifically to the amount of
evidence which the defense must provide lo
require ‘discovery from the government. Still, the
fact that it has been asked to make that decision at
all significs how contentious the issue of federal
crack sentencing has become, Armsirong has
already made an impact in the Central District,
where over 130 selective prosecution motions
have been filed since Marshall’s dismissal of the
Case,

The argument made by the Armsirong
defense and other critics—1that federal prosecu-
ticn and sentencing for erack unfairly and uncon-
stitutionally target black defendants—is based on
two related, but separate issuss—the disparity in
the percentages of black and white defendants
prosecuted in federal court; and the disparity
hetween the amount of crack and the amount of
powder cocaine required to rig-
ger federal mandatory minimum
sentences.

The Armsirong defense
based its claim on the fact that
all 24 of the federal prosecutions
for crack in the Central District
of California in 1991 were of =5
black persons. While statistics
taken over a longer period of
time show that people of other
races are also proseculed under
federal crack siatutes, a consid-
erable majority of such cases do
in fact involve black defendanis.
For example, from January 1,
1991 through March 31, 1995,
75% (109 out of 146) of the
defendants prosecuted in federal
court for crack in the Central
Mistrict involved a were black,
while during: the same period
only one white defendant was
prosecuted.

Mationally in 1994, the
most recent year for which statis-
tics are available, blacks com-
prised roughly 90% of the 3,600
federal crack defendants; whites
made up 3.5%. Critics charge
that this “disparate impact” indi
cates that proscontors engage in
sebective prosecution. Not only this, but on daver-
age, a defendant convicted in federal count for
drug offenses receives a sentence of 86 months for
trafficking and 22 months for possession, eom-
pared to 36 months and 12 months in the stale sys-
tem. More significantly, say cnitics of the present
system, federal law jtzell dictates harsher penalties
for crack, the form oflen associated with the black
community, than for powder cocaine, the form
associated with more affluent white users, by a
ratio of elose to 100 to L

This 1001 ratio has caused the brunt of
the criticism from academics, politicians, and the
popular press. For example, Jesse Jackson has
called the statutes "a moral disgrace,” which con-
demns “thousands of young African American
and Latino men to languish unjustly in prison.”
Barkeley Law Professor Jerome Skolnick
described the ratio as “absurd, foolish and outra-
geons,” and soggested that Congress would be dis-
playing a “racial antmus™ if it did pot amsnd the
law. An Lot Angeles Times editorial referred to
the sentepces for crack as “Draconian punish-
ment,” and Knoll Lowney, & professor of law at
Washington University, wrote that the ratio resulis
in the “overincarceration™ of bWack males, snd
held it responsible for most of the ills of the black
community. A Special Report of the US.
Sentencing Commission released in May of 1995,
shared these sentiments, recommending that the
penalties for crack and powder be made equoal

As these charges attain the status of
received truth, their potental implications
become clear. At best, they suggest that an under-
lying racism taints the country’s war on drugs; at
worst they point 1o a racst government conspire-
ey of (Johnoie) Cochran-esque proportions. But a
closer analysis of the prosecution data and of the
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differences in the impact of crack and powder
cocaine sugpests that the vast majority of proseca-
tors, police officers, and legislators base their deci-
sions not on “racial animus™ but on the realities of
the crack epidemic and those most affected by it.

he critics of the federal policy base their

¢laims solely on the [act that a large majority
of federal erack prosécutions—75% in the Central
District of California and 90% nationally—
mmvolve black defendants, Since blacks make up
such a high percentage of federal crack prosecu-
tbons, they argue, federa) prosecutors must be tak-
ing race into account when they choose whom to
try in federal court, and whom to leave (o the state
courts. In other words, at least one the following
must be troe: 1) the criteria used to select defen-
dants for federal prosecution must discriminate
according to race; otherwise, 2) officials musi
apply guidelines in a radally discriminatory way,

having one set of standards for blacks and anoth-
er for whites.

In fact, the actual guidelines used by the
LIS, Attomey’s Office in the Central District show
that decisions regarding prosecution are neither

capricious nor discriminatory. The first goideline -

concerns the total quantity of crack possessed or
distributed by the defendant. The average federal
defendant has sold 109 grams of crack, and the
overwhelming majority have sold at least 50
grams. Other factors which heavily influence pros-
ecutors’ decisions include the defendant’s prior
felony record and his use or possession of a
firearm in connection with the crack offepse,
Membership in a violent street gang or criminal
organization, while not sufficient to qualify a
defendant for federal prosecution, can also be
considered; this factor has particular importance
in Los Angeles, where the sale of crack remains in
large measure the province of violenl gangs.
Finally, cases only become cligible for federal
prosccution in the first place when [ederal agen-
cies play & part of the investigation and/or arrest,
or when-state officials bring the case 1o the US.
Attorney's attention.

These guidelines hardly form the basis of
solective prosccution. (All people regardless of
race, obviously enough, are equally capable of not
getting involved with the sale of crack.) In theory,
of course, even clearly race-neutral guidelines
such as these can be applied in a racially discrimi-
natory manner, But a case by case analysis of the
federal crack indietments in the Ceniral District
between January 1, 1992 and March 31, 1995, sug-
gesis that race does not play any role in prosecu-
torial decisions, Of the 146 delendants charged
during 1his period %43% either met the quantity
requirements, cmployed firearms, or had prior

drug records. All of the cases filed in 1992, 1993,
and 1995 qualified for federal prosecution under
the quantity guidelines alone. The remaining
cases—eight—involved other apgravating factors
such as gang invelvement and prior violent felony
record.

After looking at these statistics in U8 v
Tyreg, one of the many cases in the wake of
Armstrong where the defendants have filed selec-
tive prosecution motions, U5, District Judge
Dickran Tevrizian decided that the claims were
unfounded: “There is no evidence that the charg-
ing decision in any of the cocaine base [Le. crack]
cases,..was based upon the defendant's race, ethme
origing, or gender, or upon any other impermissi-
ble factor”

The same holds true nationwide.
Professor John 1. Dilulio, of Princetons Woodrow
Wilson School and the Brookings Institute, cifes a
1993 study of federal drug sentencing from 1986-
199 in concloding that
crack cocaine sentencing
statuies did not resalt in
racially discriminatory sen-
tenees. “The amount of the
drug sold,” Dilulic wrote,
“the affenders’ prior crimi-
nal  records,  whether
weapons wers involved, and
aother characteristica that
federal law and seniencing
guidelines established as

valid consideralions
gecounted  for  all  the
observed variation in scn-
tencing,”™

If the charges

apainst the LL5. Arntorney's
Office wgre trug-—if “dis-
parate impact™ were prool
of selective prosecution—
% - one- would expect that the
state courts would be full of
white crick offenders who
were passed over for federal
prosecufion by the racially
biased prosecutors. The
facts o not bear this out, A
study of federal and state
crack defendants boiween
Janoary 1, 1900 and August
11, 1992, shows no evidence
that prosecutors allowed whites eligible for foder-
al prosecution 10 remain in the state coUTE.

hat the high number of black federal crack

defendants is not the result of discrimination
may seem surprising only io the Jesse Jacksons of
this world. Statistics concerning prosecution for
drigs other than crack compiled by the Central
District Pretrial Services Office over the past
three years indicate that out of the total number of
federal drug defendants, 50% were Hispanic, 25%
were black, 17% were white, and 7.5% were
Aslan,

Viewed separately, cach particular drug
has its own “disparate impact.” Almost 63% of
powder cocaine defendants were Hispanic, a per-
centage which would increase dramatically if fugi-
tives who fled  the «country before being inter-
viewed by Pretrial Services were included. The
feds prosecuted more Asians than blacks for hero-
in, and seven times as many whites as blacks for
methamphetamines (“crank™). Whites represent-
ed ower 64% of marjuana dofendants, and over
£5% of LSD defendants, drugs for which no
blacks were indicted over the three-year period,

If selective prosecution were inferred
from these figures, one would have 1o conchade

-that Caucasians are victimized in LSD cases,

Hispanics in powder cocaine cases, etc. One would
have to go forther and say that Caucssians are vic-
tims of racially motivated prosecutions in child
pornography cases, Caucasians in antitrust, securn-
ties froud, insider trading, defense contractor
fraud cases, ete. ;

As Princeton Professor of Politics Robert
George points oul, the notion that statistical dis-
parity on its face indicates selective prosecution
would justify crics of discrimination in literally any
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legal circumstance. A former member of the Civil
Rights Commission, George notes ironically that
despite the fact that according to surveys
Evangelical Christians represent 36% of the
American population, he does not know of any in
the S0-member Department of Politics whare he
works: “[ would be very happy, if we are going to
decide that disparate impact is evidence of dis-
crimination, to make the argument that my
department, Ivy Leagie universities, and the pres-
tige univergities in general are discriminating
apainst Evangelicals.”

espile the elaborate conspiracy theories of

critics of national drug palicy, statistical and
anccdotal evidence sugpgest that foderal crack
prosecution figures result from the real-world
demographics of erack rather than racial discrimi-
nation. Few people would dispute the idea that
blacks make up a large percentage of crack
abusers. Even fewer would disagree that
crack has wreaked its worst havoc in the
back community, As the Los Angelex Times
reported in 8 1994 series on the crack epi-
demic, “for & varety of social reasons, the
drug has burned ils greatest swath through
lew-income, mostly minority neighborhoods,
where for only 35 or $10 i offers in concen
irated Torm a high [otherwise] available only
to those who couwld afford costly  powder
cocaine.”

Furthermore,  the deslers who szl
crack within the hlack community are ower-
whelmingly also black. In a sworn declaration
submitted to the 9th Cirenit Court of Appcals
in Armgrong,  Special  Agent  Ralph
Lochridge of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Adminstration testificd that certain ethnic
groups tend to bedfvolved with certain types
of illegal drugs. “With respect to cociine base
[erack],” Lochridge festified, “virtually all
major crack traffickers uncovered inthe Los
Angeles area hive been black and operate
primarily in black neighborhoods.*

And thers s no doubt whatsoever
that the presence of crack in the black com.-
munity has been catastrophic. Retired Circuit
Court Judge Edward Rogers, who thirty
years ago became oneg of the first black judges
in the state of Florida and later established
the first drug courts in Palm Beach County,
says that crack “weaves its way throughout all
of the ills that arc suffered in the Mack com
munity,” He adds, 1 think that if vou look
imta child abuse or spousal abuse or erimes of
violence or crimes of larceny or almost 9%
of any kind of crime you would find drug
abusz and crack eocaine in particolar at the
bottom of it.™

Mo one accwses crack of being an ,:'
equal-opportomity destroyer. Like the street @

gangs which make their living sclling it, erack
has worked i3 way into—and does its mast
damage i-low income urban black commu-
nities, where its influence is abetted by other
social pathologies. Given this situation, says
Professor Bryen A, Liang of Pepperdine Law
School, it makes sense that prosecutors and
law enforccment officials should focus iheir
attention in dealing with crack in at risk com-
mitmities. Liang charpeterizes the decision as
an eccmomic rather than a racial one:

“In a world like ours in which you have
limited resources, you have ta go into the commu-
nities which are most affected by the criminal
activity. For crack that would be the urban com-
munities... 5o you fave 1o go there. You have to go
where the crime = You can't pick and choose on
the basis of race where to prosecute in order to ba
“[air.” You have to use your resources to get rid of
the most erime possible.”™

U5, Atlorney Nore Manella calls this
kind of resource allocation “both ratiomal and
constitutional,” and compares it to other decisions
law enforcement makes, “Just as law enforcement
concentrates white collar frand resources in the
business community,” she explams, “it concen
trates resources devoted 1o curbing the manufac-
ture and wholesale trafficking of crack and iis
attendant violence in those arens whose citizens

are most at risk from that criminal activity.”

There was & lime, remembers TTCLA
Professor James O, Wilson, when Jesse Jackson
and the civil rights establishment wanted police
officers to pay mare attention to the erack trade in
black neighborhoods. “If the police walked by a
crack dealer standing on a black neighborhood
sireel cormer, the police would be criticized by res-
idents, law professors, and others for ignoring vis-
ible drug desling,” he says. “Now they are crack-
ing down...and they are being accused of ‘overin-
carcerating’ blacks. The people who make these
accusations heve 10 answer the following question:
What is the ‘right’ level of prosecution for crack
cocaina?"

Legal scholar Henry Mark Holzer, recent-
Iy retired from his professorship at Brooklyn Law
School, would ask a slightly different guestion.
“Dho these critics want the blacks who sell crack 1o
go free, or do they want to force whites to sell

crack so that they can go 1o jail in equal numbers?
It's idiculous! Whe can take this seriously?™”

esse Jacksom and hs slhes in the onslaught oo
LL3. drug pelicy may waver in their desire to
see crack dealers prosecuted, but the people who
mctually live in the areas most affected by the drug
da notshare their anbivalence. In fact, according
i Sherman Block, who has been Sheriff of Los
Angeles County for 14 years and a law enforce
ment officer for 40, police usually direct their
efforts in responae to citizens” requests. “Usually it
i complaints from the residents of the area," he
explains, “There is a crack house there, and
because of the people who frequem it, they are
afraid to let their children out.”
The residents—particularly the chil-
dren—have suffered the most. While the civil
rights establishment has rallied on behalf of drug
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pushers in the cynical effort 1o prove America a
racist sockety, crack has taken their neighborhoods
away from them.

Bryin Liang, who prior to becoming a law
prafessor saw the effects of crack up dlose as an
emergency room physican i the Washingion
Heipghts arca of:Mew York City, has little paticnce
for those who seem (o think that crack prosecution
should be conducted according to affirmative
mction quotas. “People in these communities are
being ravaged by this drug," he says. *There is this
idea that it is guote-unguote ‘unfair’ to prosecuie
these black dealers. Well it ks unfair that these
black dealers are preying upon blacks in those
communities. We should be thinking about the
victims.”

It = obvious that crack does the most
damage in communitizs where the dealers,
addicts, and innocent bystanders happen to be
biack. UL5. Attorney Mora Manella calls the focus
on these areas, “the functional equivalent of
putting traffic cops at the busiest intemsec-
tions, because that ts where the greatest risk
of the greatest harm 1o the greatest number

of people lies,”

ithough the Armstrong defense bases jis

Aaims of selective prosecution solely on
the “disparate impact™ of federal prosecu-
tion, it & the 100-1 ratio which lies at the
heart of the entire debate over federal crack
policy. This equation is a godsend to
demogoguery—a shocking statistic which i3
easily used to convines the uneducated of the
authenticity of a weak case, As with the fed-
eral prosecution statistics, however, the fed-
eral mandate that crack be regarded as more
serigus than cocaine by a 100 to 1 ratio is
actoally a reasonable, race-neutral attempt to
alleviate the harm done by crack, rather than
racism by other means.

When Congress decided oo the ratio
in 1986, it caused litile controversy. Crack
was spreading like a cancer im the nations
urban arcas. Police departments felt helpless,
as the drog's low price, gquick high, and ragid
rate of addiction led to exponential increases
in uge and trafficking. Drug-related violence
skytocketed everywhere crack pgained a
foothold, with murder mates increasing as
much as 50% in some citics.

Manhattan District Attorney Robert
Morgenthau said that New York City was
“drowning” in the drug. Powder cocaine had
been a problem, but érack cocaine seemed a
different animal. Feeling a sense of urpency,
Congress decided revisit federal antidrug
laws with the idea of giving foderal prasecu
tors additicnal ammunition against the
exploding crack trade. Bob Diole, serving for
the first time a8 Senate majority leader, pre-
sented a Reagan Administration plan estab.
lizhing a powder to crack ratio of 20 1o 1. Bul
a5 evidence of ¢rack's devastation poured in,
the legislators decided to get tougher, ratch-
eting up the penalties for crack 1o 50 to 1, and
then, finally, fo the 100 to 1 ratio. §n 1988,
Congreas voted 1o apply the ratio to posses.
sion as well as trafficking cases.

All of the legislation received bipar
tigan support. Race never became an issue in
these deliberations, and many members of the
Congressional Black Capcus supporied the bills.
But times have changed. Critics of the 100-1 ratio
now speak in expressly racial terms. Ironically,
they consider the ratio discriminatory because
crack, according to Berkeley Professor Skolnick,
i5 "marketed more heavily in minorty, especially
Adrican- Ametican communitics."”

In practice, the sentences for crack and powder
cocaing are somewhat less disparate that the
phrase *100 to 1" implies. The ratio does not refer
ta the length of sentences but rather to the amount
of powder and crack cocaine necessary (o iFgeer
the mandatory minimums set down by federal
slatules. The typical gentences for egual amounts
of each actually differ al most by a factor of six.
For example, a defendant arrested with 50 grams
of crack usually receives a sentence of 10 years, or
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about =ix times the one and one-half 1o two-year
sentence given 3 defendant caught with 50 grams
of powder. For higher amounts, the difference
between the penalties diminishes, with upper level
crack defendants receiving a sentence only bwo
times as Jong as powder cocaine dealers.

Who gels sentenced according to these
guidelines? The average federal crack defendant
has been arrested with 109 grams of crack, which
can translate into a8 many as 1,090 individual doses
and as much as $12 500, And contrary to the claim
that the sentences punish addicts, and not dealers,
the overwhelming majority of federal defendants
have been arrested for trafficking as opposed to
simple postession. According to the U.S. Bureau
of Justice Statistics, for example, in 1994 dealers
accounted for 98.2% of federal crack convictions,

Those who defend the 100-1 ratio arpuee
that the comparizon between crack and cocaine is
chemically as well as legally justified. Because of
crack’s high concentration and the fact that it &
smoked rather than snotcted it tends to be much
more addictive than powder. Crack reaches the
brain zsixteen times faster than powder- in about 19
seconds—and the drug takes its effect in one-
twentieth the time. The resulting high is both
mare intense and shorter lasting than a powder—
a high which transiates into more frequeat binge-
ing, and a quicker psychological addiction.

Retired Cirewit Court Judge Edward
Rogers says this feature makes crack particularly
danperous.

“1 know a lot of people who did powder
cotaine socially at parties, or once a month, or
once-every three months, or every now and then,
gad they eould take it or leave it,” he says. “L dont
know many people who have expenimented like
that with crack. The creck dealers will give you
stuff [for free] to get you hooked. It is just so
addictive.”

People who work with those {n the throws
of crack addiction say the same thing. Marva
Milchem is the executive director at Restore, a
center providing housing and treatment [or
women in South Central Los Angeles. When
asked what crack dependency is like, the diminu-
tive black woman lezos forward in her chalr end
looks right into her listenar’s eyves so that there will
be no misknderstanding. “They say you have no
sense of sell,” she explains, “you would sell vour
sonl, 21l your own mother for one hit of crack, 1
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has that much power over you.”

Crack's increasingly close association with
violence also seems to set it apart from traditional
pocaine, As mentioned sarlier, drug-related vio-
lent erime inereased all over the country when
crack hit the scene, with murder rates going up in
gsome cities by 50%. The LLS. Sentencing
Commission makes note of this unigue aspect of
the crack epidemic in its recent report delivered to
the Congress when it says that “crack dealers gen-
erally tend to have a stronger association with gys
temic violencs [violence associated with the mar
keting of & drug] and are more likely to possess
weapons than powder coceine dealers.”

In addition to increasing the level of vio
lence in ithe community, savs Bherifil Sherman
Block, “we spw & whole new kind of violemoe, Mol
only did the incidence of violence go up, the
pature ol the violence changed in that we wer
witnessing more random viclence, vialence seem-
ingly for the sake of violence.”

The close relationship between erack and
viclent crime exacts other social costs as well: The
health care costs associaled with crack use
astound. The sumber of cocaipe-related medial
emergencies in the 115 has increased 500% since
1983, with crack largely responsible for the rise.
The high potency of the drug canses soime users (o
suffer severe fnternal organ damage, Treatment
for drug-exposed infants, the vast majority of
whom had been exposed to crack, cost LA
County public hespitals approximately $22 million
in 1991 alope. An individual case of crack expo-
sure—there are over 2000 in the counly each
year—can c¢ost anywhere from $8,000 (o over
S200,000 per child

The desperate addiction associated with
the drig has made “strawberries”—prostitutes
who work for crwck—fixtures of the crack culiure,
According to one esfipate the ATDS rats in crack-
infested areas can reach as high as one in five.
Crack hat “alsg made 3 msjor tontribution o
homelessness in the nation’s cities. In some locs-
tioms sstimates indicate that a2 muchqas 80% of the
lecal homeless population vaes crack,

ow prices help fuel the boom and make crack’s
intense high—and quick addiction—available
to just abont anyone. Sold in doses as small a5 one
tenth of a gram, crack can be had for as little as
twir dollars. Michael Reed, a drug abuse counselor
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at Southern California Alcobol and Drug
Programs, Inc., says that the drugs low cost
explaing its high concentration in low-income
neighborhoods, *Its an addict’s dream and a soci-
ety's nightmare,” he says, "a cheap high. It
extremely addictive and extremely inexpensive,
which takes it nght into poor areas and keeps it
there."

Even the youngest members of those
cammunities can afford a rock which costs less
than & McDonald's Happy Meal. Reed goes so far
4% to say that “crack was designed for a school-
aged child A child can seve his lunch money and
by Friday have cnough money to get loaded all
weckend.™

Powder cocaine, to be sure, akes a heavy
toll on its users, but it does not seem to have the
devastating, communitywide impact which crack
does, Walter Williams, the black Chairman of
Economics at George Mason University, remarks
that “pecple out in the suburbs wsing powder
cocping dont see the kind of stuff going on that
you see in (he inner cities with the use of crack.™

Powder cocaines higher price, lower
potency, and lesser addictive qualities may explain
this. In addition, suggests Professor Liang, the
demographics of those who use two drogs magni-
fy the differences between crack and cocaine.,

A drug of the middle and upper classes,
“powder cocame definitely has an effect on those
individuals, but they have social structures that
they can fall back upon. They have more stable
family lives, they arent as desperate_. The people
who use crack are so close to the edpe [in eco-
nomic and social {erms] thal crack just poshes
them over”

In the words of Sister Alice Callaghon,
director of the Lag Familias del Pueblo family ser
vice agency in Los Angeles, "When yon are disad-
vanlaged and youo throw crack into that, you
absolutely can't make it.. Crack just erumbles you.
It pins you to the ground.™

Given crack's effects on both the user and
the surrounding community and the fact that if is
pandemic in the black ghetto, it would seem to
be racist MOT to punish its sale more =
severcly than other drugs. ‘

.'.'l
Cristopher Rapp i an Investigolive Jowrnalism
Project Fellow with the Cenier for the Study of
FPopular Culture
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BORN T BRE WILD, continued from page

And it was not jusi Pearl Jam that was
sponsoring Chomsky, The popular rock band
REM has asked Chomsky to go on tour with them
and open their conceris with a speech. The punk
band Bad Religion put a Chomsky lecture on the
E side of one of its records. X, Rage Against the
Machine and other groups arc also interested, A
former producer for the Rolling Stones and
Bonnie Haitt is working on a CD with high-pro-
file rockers pounding out rhythms to back
Chomsky™s [yrics.

What gives? Moam Chomsky has always
had his admirers, but to become a hero of the
Slackers erowd and a figoere in the rock and roll
masscult in his sixties? This is, to say the least, a
curious development. But then the emergence of
MNoam Chomsky as a guru o the hardcore Left
has been somewhat curious.

t was in the late 60s that Chomsky

first appeared on the radical intel-
lectual scene, after jumping out of his
ivory tower in Cambridge to establish
himself as & dogged critic of the
Vietnam War. Having come relatively
tate oo the radieal canse, he stayed on
afier most others had feft. Throughout
the 70e, when radicalism had exhaust-
ed itself, Chomsky anachronistically
kept up the attack, spinming out ever
more ingenious theories of morzl
equivalence which held that the US
was in every respect as bad as the
USSR, and actually worze in the sense
that it preténded to be better.

In the &)s, when most radiceal
aciivity on campus was centered on
the ciausiral isstes of multicubtoralism
and political correctness, Chomsky
was still doggedly attacking America
and adding to his radich] repertory [ir-
tations with holocaust revisionism and
other sectarian ¢csiasies. For some of
his former leftist comeades, Chomsky
was simply an ecceatric, a sort of
Doctor Demento of the far left afflicl-
ed by a radical loporrhea which
seemied embarrassingly passé, Buot
there was also at the same tme, the
growth of a legend which made of
Chomsky a cult hero—"America’s
leading dissident intellectual,” in the
words of Manufocturing Coneent, an
acclaimed two-hour docomentary film
about his work which was shown wide-
Iy on college campuses and broadeast
recently on PBS, which offered a lape
of the show and a copy of The
Chomsky Reader as bonus gifis for donors,

Indeed, to his small cult of followers,
Chomsky was heroie because he alone had kept
up the attack when the rest of the teft had lapsed
into embarrasied silence, For them, he was the
cnly figure radical America conld offer who bore
comparison 1o the Buropean intellectual—that
engagé figure whose opinions were backed by
intellectual achievements whose sigmificance
could not be denied even by the most ardent
opponents of his politics.

In the beginning, Chomsky’s politics had
to be taken seriously because his work in struc-
tural lnguistics was considered groundbreaking.
in the carly 60z, Chomsky argued that language
ability was not acquired but innate, buried so
deep in the human consciousness that it was the
result of genctic inhertance. He theorized that
the world’s languages all share the rules of intu-
itive syntax which determine the structure of sen-
tences, This discovery of “linguistic univeraals”
defied the regnant behaviorism of the day and
made Chomsky 2 star in the field—one of those
figures who receive “genius awards" from the
Mac Arthur Foundation,

But once Chomsky entered the arena of
radical politics, he was hooked. He let linguistics
go in favor of The Canse, He ganed a new awdi-
ence of radical students and leftists looking for
someone who could funciion as a homegrown
Marz. But for many linguists whao formerly vener

ated him, Chomsky was in danger of no longer
being state of the art in the field that had given
him fame.

“Chomsky has a history of making wild
changes in his approaches (o synlux every seven
vears,” says James D. McCawley, professor of lin-
guistics at the University of Chicapo, whose thesis
gdviger al MIT was Moam Chomsky. For
McCawley, Chomsky seems (o be trying Lo repli-
cate his original linguistie breakthrough to no
avall. Salikoko Muswene, Chalrman of the lin-
guistics department at the University of Chicago,
says that Chomsky is still the biggest name in the
field, but that there are more and more dissenters
on such issues as the role of universal grammar
and syntactic systems. There are strong chal-
lengers such as George Layeoll at UC Berkeley,
who takes an approach that is more cognitive and
less relinmt on biology than Chomsky's, and
Stanford’s Joan Bresnan, who is working on lexi-
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cal functional grammar, and Gerald Sadeck of the
University of Chicagn who pursoes aliernative
theories inclnding autolexical syntax, different
ki of symtax within words.

In academe, if you snooze, you lose. Mow,
in one of those peculiar ironies that charactenize
the carsers of American intellectuals, Chomsky is
judged primarily on the sobject for which he for-
sook lipguistic theory—radical politics. The
notion that his contributions in one field make
kim the intellectual heavyweight champion of the
world in the other would find few partisans
among serions historians and intetlectuals, How
his bashing of America and the West plays in the
libernted former Sowiet colonies of Eastern
Europe can be imagined. In those precincts it was
the works of Alexander Solzhesmitsyn, Josef
Brodsky and Vaclay Havel which turned a gener-
ation away from socialiam while Chomsky was
railing about how socialism was victimized by
Americin hegemonizm. Tn Western Europe it was
Ande¢ Glucksmen, Jean Francois Bevel, and
Bérpard-Henri Lévy, who called socialism-in-
practice “barbarism with a human face.”

Utterly impervious to these develop-
ments Chomskys brilliantly equipped mind
remains shrink-wrapped in leftist orthodoxies,
anti-Amercan and anti-corporale demonologies,
and anti-authoritarian postures which often wind
up labeled, wrongly, as libertarian socialism or
anarchism. The professor is also what the French
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call a pisseur d'encre, churning out a massive body
of work, the intellectual equivalent of a Chipese
wave attack. And he is always carcful to freight
hig essays with footnotes and scholarly trappings,
a kind of academic hamburger helper which
nonetheless leaves the question: wheres the beef?

What is the essence of his thought?
During the height of the Cold War, Chomsky pio-
neered the idea that there was no practical differ-
ence between freedom and unfreedom. In his
view there was a moral equivalence betwesn free,
democratic Western states which had created a
prosperity unequalled in human history, and into
which immigrants willingly streamed, and the
Marxist-Leninist dictatorships which had created
misery, poverty and death on 2 scale unknown in
human history, and out of which millions fled at
the first opporiunity, often preferring to dic on
their feet rather than live on their knees. In
Chomsky's view, both systems were equally
deserving of =com,

Chomsky pursued this idea of
moral equivalence with a desperate
vengeance nto the mid-80s, when the
USSR initiated its “peace movement™
and the Reagan adminstration entered
the decisive end-game in the Cold War.
Chomsky was in the middle of the fray,
nattering about America® “satcliites”
in & way meant to compare the role of
South Korea on the side of the U5,
say, to the role of East Germany on the
side of the USSE. In Chomsky's mind,
the Cold War was always a myth creat-
ed by America to justify itz rapacity.
{Others have held such views, but while
most of them have had a [risson of
doubt a8 a result of revelations coming
ouat of the Soviet Union and from ULS.
intercepls of Soviet intelligence in the
post-war era, Chomsky still asseris
ifian “the United Stares hasa't faced a
threal probably since the War of
812" an apercu that veterans of Pearl
Harbor and D-Day would no doubt
find intercsting-

Asked in 1987 if he has a deep
faith in reason, Chomsky replicd, "1
don't have a [aith in that or anything
else.” Some might find this to be a
laudable skepticism, but for others it is
more of Chomsky's signature nihilism.
And it makes comprebensible views
on subjects such as economics which
atherwise might seem merely infantile.
For instance, Chomsky recently told
editors of the Harvard Educaiional
Review, " A tax rebate i3 exactly cquiv-
alent to a welfare payment,”

B ut Chomsky has always been taken far more
seciously on the subject of the moral respon-
sibility of intelleciuals than he has on economic
theory and other subjects, It was on the subject of
the responsibility of the intellectuals for the War
in Vietnam that he first made his mark with the
New York Review of Books crowd (which has
since dropped him as his voice has become more
radical, conspiratorial, and sheill.}

According to Chomsky then and now, the
responsibility of intellectuals is simply “to speak
the truth and expose lies.” But after reviewing his
record of pronouncements and prophecies
through 1980, Paul Hollander wrote in Polivical
Pilgrims that “nothing [in Chomskys work] sug-
gests that these activities should ever be directed
at targets other than the government of the
United States.” And if Chomsky's voice has
acguired the tonality of moral authenticity, the
words themselves subvert this posture. Consider
this nugget from The Chomsky Reader: “Honest
people will have to face the fact that they are
morally responsible for the predictable human
ponsequences of their acts. One of those acts is
accurate criticism, accurate critical analysis of
authoritarian state secialism in North Vietnam or
in Cuba or in other countries that the United
Stales is trying to wndermine and subvert. The
consequences of accurate eritical analysis will be
lo basttress these efforts, thus contributing to suf-
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fering and oppression.”

Chomsky does not criticize the dictator-
ship of Fidel Castro, which even drew fire from
Jean-Paul Sarire and which has made the Florida
straits, in poet Elena Cruz Varelas phrase, "a
graveyard without crosses.™ For Chomsaky, Castro
was never an aging Stalinist pimp selling his
young men into the service of Saviet geo-political
aims: never an oppressor at home in his tropical
gulag. Castro was only a victim: “Cuba has prob-
ably been the target of more international terror-
igm than any other country”

The support for Castro may be a bit
histrionic, but it is typical. After all, Chomsky
sofidifed his reputation with what was left of the
Left in the years after Vietnam by downplaying
perhaps the bloodiest holocaust of our time. In
1977, he showsd what he meant by calling for the
responsibility of intellectuals—a tarted up version
of the old “no encmics on the Left™ ideclogy of
the 30s—when he dismissed the
Cambodian genocide ug “rales of com-
munist atrocities” based on “unreli-
able™ accounts of refugees, with “exe-
culions numbered at mast in the thou-
sands”™ and "aggravated by the threat
of starvation resulting from American
distraction and killing.™

A il turned out, the accounis
of the Khmer Rouge's genocide
Chomsky was attacking came from,
Murder of @ Gentle Land by Jobn
Barron and Asnthony Paul, amd
Cambodia: Year Zero by Francoms
Ponchaud. Thos accounts understated
the magnitude of the cataclysm. This
past February, after years of carciul
study, field workers from Yale
University with the Cambodia
Genocide Project estimated that as
many as iwo milllen Cambodians wers
pither directly killed or died: a5 a resuly
of the genocidal class warfare palicies
of the Khmer Rouge, close to ome
third of the population.

But aonlike truly responsible
intellectuals ke Arthur Koestler who
had also once been men of the Left,
Chomsky failed 1o hear the screams.
His growing radicalism had mede him
tone deaf to intellectual as well as ft-
eral atrocity, As Werner Colin noted in
The Hiddem Alliances of Noam
Chemsky, he had acquired disturbing
associations with some fringe intellec-
tuals who were trying 1o deny that
Hitler had created a holocaust in
Europe. Chomsky did not see this
group as anti-Semitic, but merely fel-
low leftists branching out. (He
described one of his new revisionist
friends. from this camp, Serge Thion,
as & “libertarian socialist scholar,” and
another, Robert Faurisaon, as “a sort of
apolitical liberal™) Chomsky also con-
tributed a preface 1o Faurissons 1930
Mémaire En Défense, which helped
Faurisson gain respectability for his views.

homsky 5 one of those figures onc would

expect to become ever more marginalized as
he follows his dizzying thought to its ultimate log-
ical copclussion, Bat in one of the truly bizare
popular culture developments of the past few
years, he has instead become a sort of cult bero
among eloments of a lumpen that ocither he nor
anyone else would have thought likély to buy into
his theories.

Some of Chomsky's isolated [ollowers
who discovered his work in the intellectual ghet-
toes of the universily have marched through the
institutions of rock and punk music to become
key impresarios. Upon their arrival at positions of
power, they decided that the man the CD and T-
shirt-huying masses need to discover was their
own favorite guru, Noam Chomsky.

“T notice his infloence growing all over
the place,” says Charles Young, who writes on
music for Metivion magazine and Playboy. “The
seed was planted by the Sex Pistols, and Noam

Chomsky is the blossom on the plant now,”
Young wrote the Rollirg Sione cover
slory on the Sex Pistols, which he calls “the first
political band," largely because of their tune
“Aparchy in the UUK." But the major record
labels, Young says, decided that punk was not the
pext big thing, which drove the punk movement
undergroond. Young witnessed the development
of the black leather, spike-haired groups culling
themsclves anarchists, started looking into the
phenomenon himself, and became a sympathizer.
He found that the anarchism shelf in a local hook-
store was packed with titles by Noam Chomsky.
Young, now in his mid-40s, had heard of Chomsky
during the 1960s but igaored him, Now he began
o read his work and found him & guiding light.
“He is ruthlessly cbhjective, releotless in
recitation of the facts,” he says, “Chomsky is not
interested in persopal power. He challenges all
authoritarian stroctares. The moral coordinates
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of your universe shift." For Young, discovering
Chomsky “was truly a life-changing experience.”
Galvaniged by the comversion experience, he
became positively evangelical, with his own musi
cal milien proving the ideal mission field: “Rock
and rall is a fruitful arce to spread it because rock
musicians are natoral aparchisis in tetms of their
personality, even if they don't know it It-makes
complete sense to me thal Chomsky has been
picked wp in these circles rather than among
Hollywood moviemakers, "

Trying to define the appeal of Chomsky's
thought, Young says, “It's not just fuck-youism.”
Punk has always been an attitude aod not a phi-
tosophy. He [Chomsky] had a philosophy that
went with the attitude. The emotional appeal of
punk fades as you grow older and intellectual
appeal comes alomg to fill it up. The American
ruling class feels no obligation toward anything
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like a social contract anymore. With communism
defeated, they can lay off everybody they want
and turn the United States into the Third Waorld,
It's happening everywhere now. Chomsky is
addressing that, He offers an explanation and
offers facts. People are very grateful for thal.
They want to find out who he 5.7

Young has used his influepce to spread
the word. When he interviews musicians, he gives
them copies of Chomskys books. Young “turned
on” the band Live, which sold 6 million albums
last year, 0 Chomsky. He also gave Chomsky
books to Rancid, an “avowed leftist band.” And
he copvinced Jan Wenner to let him imterview
Chomsky for Rolling Stone, stalned glass window
to the rock culiure. What emerged was not 50
much an interview as a duel.

Young says that he had read somewhers
that there was more democracy in Sandinista
Micaragua than the USA, and Noam responds
that this is “certainly arguable.” The
tone of the following exchanpe charac-
terizes the interview:;

Oz Dowmt you get sick when
some far-right ideclogne like Norman
Podhoretz cites himsedf as being in
Orwells tradition of standing up fo
power and secing through propagan-
da?

A: You might just as well say
S that Podhoretz is in the iradition of
2l pvery Soviet commissar. [Feople ke

! him are] ai & much lower moral level
than the worsi commissars wnder
Sialin.

That vaunted Chomsky sub-

25 tlety of thought comes through when
4% Young asks him about Saddam
S P Hussein. Chomsky replies: “Hes &
friend of ours, Hes tortured and
gassed people, That was finc. But then
s he disobeyed  orders, Therefore he
St st be destroved as a lesson to other
people, Don't disobey orders.”

TOILAPPEN | uf

harles Young laments that the

New York Review of Books won't
toteh his idol Noam anymore. But he
is pleased that other publications
reaching a whole different avdience
have slepped into the breach. MAXT-
MUMRBOCKENROQLL, for instance, is
a Bay Area monthly, supposedly
underground but available on news-
stands everywhere for 8200, It serves
as an inferlocking directorate of the
punk universe, part catalog, part con-
cert sheet, with a thick section of
caltirmms.

“Every sclf-respecting punk
rocker likes 1o say the word ‘fuck,’
and its even more fun to type it,”

opens a rccent MAXIMUMREOCKN-
ROLL piece about the Internct.
Someone called “Oueenie” also writes o
column called “Count Your Lashes Out
Loud.” In the March 1996 issue, Quéenic
ves female readers tips on domination:
ach him to accept pan from you, His
h is yours! You own this fun new toy: tell
him what to do with it and where he should
bestow his attention.... Your boots, vour feet,
your cunt, your floor..Peostrate him. All men
will appreciate the lesson of what it feels like to
be penetrated.”

We're a long way [rom The New York
Review of Books here, bul the semi-litcrate
MAXIMUMROCKNROLL is also a big fan of
Noam Chomsky and once ran one of his lactures
on the cover captioned “This is reality.” The
magazine lists Chomsky as part of its “Project
Braintrust,” along with Tim Yohannan, Grendl
M, Dave 8 and FAIR, the New York-based lefi-
wing Media group whose Jeff Cohen serves as a
sometime host on Crassfire.

Around the ime of the Gulf War, MAX-
IMUMROCKNROLL released a record called
“New World Order.” On one side is "music of
resistance” by the group Bad Religion. The song
“Heaven is Falling,"” by Mr Brett (Brett
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Gurewitz), has these lyrics: “As [ walk beneath
the valley /1 shall fear no evil/For thenks to King
(George and his rainbow cabinetftoday murder is
legal.” On the flip side Chomsky takes & solo.
“The U.5. Air Force pounding large parts of Irag
and Kuwait into dust, kalling no one knows how
many people,” he drones in a monotone, warn-
ing sboot "American troops walking into what
could be a meatgrinder.”

Az Noam saw if, there were anly two
countries fghting in Desert Storm, the USA and
England. He describes them as “two warrior
states.. usually they carry out aggression them-
selves.” And in the Gulf region, "opposition to
the 1).5.-British war is 20 extreme that il is turn-
ing into mass popular support for the hated
tyrant Saddam Huszein." The LS. “has rejected
diplomacy because it opposes a settlement of the
Arab-lsrael conflict that recognizes Palestinian
rights and it wants Israel to retain its hundreds of
nuclear weapons.”

In case the listener still doesn't get i, a
foldout the size of a TripleA map includes sev-
eral angry articles, drawings of George Bush as
& Mazi, and a comparison chart baged on that
pood old-time morel egquivalence showing the
USA os more at fault than Iraq in terrorist
threais (lragq 12 POWs, USA 500 POWs);
Enfiiﬁhmenlal Deestruction (Trag: odl spill; USA
bomhbed oil tankers and refineries, civilian
nuclear reactors, 5000 tons of bombs per day)
and International Aggression (Irag: Jran and
Kuwait; USA: Nicaragea, Grenada, Panama,
Libya, El Salvador, Traq, Lebanon, Philippines,
Cuba, Korea, Vietnam, Chile, Dominican
Republic).

This 7-inch vinyl release may have been
the inspiration that made Chomskyites of Pearl
Jam. The group's leader, BEddie Vedder, "is & big
Bad Religion fan,” according to Andy Keulkin
of Epitaph records, a label owned by former
Bad Religion member and Chomsky devolee
Brett Gurewitz, The label ia currentiy negotiat-
ing with AK Press of San Francisco, which
Kaulkin says is “kind of anarchist,” for the
rights to release Noam Chomsky CDs with the
following titles: Class War: The Attack on
Waorking People; Progpects for Demaocracy; and
The Clinton Vision—all of them based on lec-
tures recorded at MIT last year

“It makes sense [or us o prodoce "
says Kaulkin, “Epitaph i3 the foremost label.
The kids respect Epitaph and will buy anything
that is on Epitaph. The kids will want 1o know
more about Chomsky. It's got our logo on it.”
(her bands on the Epitaph label, it iz worth
noting, include Offspring, Voodoo Glow Skulis,
Wayne Kramer, NMOFX, Down By Law, loykiller,
Total Chaos, Red Aunts, Rancid, Gas Huffer,
Ten Foot Pole, Claw Hammer, and REL {Rich
Eids on LSD). Lest this seam an arcane list, a

Los Angeles record retailer confirms that he
sells “boatloads” of Epitaph material, new and
used. Kaulkin says that his Chomsky project will
help AK Press, but that it is also a commercizl
project that will make money.

§ a4 musician, Don Was and his band Was

Not Waz reached the peak of their popular
ity with the late 805 hit “Walking the Dinosaur”
from the group's “What Up, DogT™ album. Was,
meanwhilz, went on to make his mark as a pro-
ducer, working with the Rolling Stones, B-52s
and Bonnie Raitt. But he continued 1o walk a
dinosaur in a political sense. A portrait of Noam
Chomsky sits above the drum kit at Was's studio,
which he has dubbed “The Chomsky Ranch.”

According to the leftwing magazine The
Nagion, a étaffer of the “progressive” media
organization FAIR on hand for the taping of a
public gervice announcement got the idea of a
Chomsky CD, and Was volunteered to make it
happen. Was did oot return my calls, but his
asgociate Chris Burke says that “he’s read all the
books.” Was is now working on an album that
combines Chomsky readings with original music
by REM, Pear] Jam and other groups, X has
glready laid down one track. Proceeds of the
album will go to FATE.

And what does professgr Chomsky him-
selfl think of rock and punk bands pushing his
sff? Chomsky says he had never heard of
MAXIMUMROCENROLL and Bad Religion,
but complied with their request for material.
"Seemed fine to me,” he says, “but I know very
battle about this scene." His devotee Charles
Young, however, says thet Chomsky is "com-
pletely in favor™ of these musical adaptations
and notes that calls from bands are pouring into
the professor’s MIT office at a surprising rate.
“It has been explained to Noam what a potential
tool rock can be for organizing,” says Young, and
Chomsky is presumably intrigued by the idea of
building & cadre among a new lumpen vouth
andience since he has failed™te build a codre
anywhere else.

Young is optimistic about prospects fos
petting the word out. He notes that Tom Morelio
of the band Bage Against the Machine studied at
Harvard: “They are smart guys. They have been
reading Chomsky for years, Between Pearl Jam
and REM, Rage Apsinst the Machine, it s
spreading out there. It might be wishiul projec-
tion but [ believe H:at musir_' will be going into a
political p:,rmd again.”

The vision is clearly to recreate those
balcyon days when the brightest and best,
primed with Bob Diylan’s “The Times They ane
a-Chanpin” and "Masters of War,™ took it (o the
sireets agaimst Uncle Sam's death maechine and
the plastic American culture it supported. But
sovme ohservers of the music scene think that in
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the end even less will come of the Chomsky cult
im the music world than has come of the L. Ron
Hubbard cult in filmdom,

“It won't make any difference,” says
Martha Bavies, author of A Hole in Qur Soul, a
controversial book abowt the music scens,
“Rock enltore is illiterate even about leftist pol-
itics. It iz impossible to enderestimane its ifliter-
acy.” Bayles believes that rock culture has three
strands: the party-till-you-puke creed, the death-
and-nikilism fixaton, and occasionally a politi-
co-idealistic ethes in which “political” means
lelt-wing. Currently the first two would seem o
have the upper hand, with nihilism being what
the punkesrs confuse with anarchism, & seriows
politicel philosophy with & long tradition,

Chomsky may not accept this analysis,
but according to Charles Young, he did wurn
down, at least for the time being, REM's invita-
tion to open their concerts, This was probably a
wize move, Those who pay $50 a2 ticket and
arrive in varipus stages of intoxication might
well take direct action against & boring profes-
sor who dares delay the appearance of their
musical gods 5o that he can analyze how the
7.5, iz trving 1o control the world through the
Bosnian accupation,

But if Moam Chomsky will not likely be
touring with Pearl Jam any time soon, for now,
however, the Chomsky-rock dialectic pemains,
Perhaps it i just retribution that after a lifetime
of leftist fundamentalism, Chomsky's most eager
acolytes turn 0ut to be the subliterates of MAX-
TMUMROCKNROLL, where Bad Religion, bad
politics and bad music converge. It is also
siranpely sppropriate that he has finally found
favor with a kind of ruling class. Every member
of Pearl Jam, after all, iz a multimillionaire with
a fan base that, 8s one producer put it, "will bay
anything they put out” and which hangs on their
every word, The various producers and eveén
many of the punk bands are also wealthy and
powerful, enjoving the rewards of the American
saiiety, although they too posture as members of
a downtrodden proletariat,

What we have here 15 a situation similar
ta the one that Maleolm Muggeridge identified in
Gearge Bomard Shaw, who wanted to have a lot
of money without being considered rich; Don
Juan, who wanted to seduce a lot of women with-
out being considered a lecher; and Josaf Stalin,
who wanted to conduct massive purges withoul
being considered croel, In similar style, Don Was,
Charles Young and FAIR want the armies of sup-
posedly anarchizst punkers, who responded 1o
their teachers by flipping them half a peace sign,
to accept without question anything that profes-
sor Chomsky has to say, They thereby adopt
a discredited guru and his dead orthodoxy ok
while still conzidering themselves rebel- Q
lious. So it goes for anarchy in the LISA.
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an it only seven years since Lech

Walesa's Solidarity coalition won

election in Poland, Hungary aban-
doned communism, and the Berlin Wall
came tumbling down? And fewer than
five since Boris Yeltsin stood his ground
against hardliners desperately seeking to
rescue the Soviet Union from the dustbin
of history?!

The eollapse of Marxist-Leninism—and
the rapidity with which it happened—remains one
of the great stories of the 20th century. To be sure,
communist states remain—Cuoba, Nonth Korea,
Vietnam, China—and former communists remain
political players throughout Eastern Europe, but
it is clear that communism writ large is dead,
drained of the ability to sustain jtselfl economical-
ly, politically, and ideologically. What began in
Russia in 1917 as a projected global revolution
died a parochial death there some 75 years laler.

It is a given that the victors get to write
history, but that has hardly been the case with
regards to the Cold War in general and American
anticommunism in specific. As Richard Gid
Powers ohserves in Not Without Honor, “It is only
outside the country that American anticommu-
nists have been given credit for having helped
bring about the defeat of communism.... The
heroes of the defeat of communism, Solzhenitsyn,
Havel, Russians, Czechs, Poles—all have honored
American anticommunists’ stand aganst commu-
nism. Honored abroad, however, in their own
country they are still without honor™

The victory over international commu-
nism has, by and large, been shrugged off as irrel-
evant. In a triumph of leftwing intransigence—and
testimony to the fact that history is actually soms-
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times written by losers—the popular image of

American anlicommunism i still that of
MeCarthyism—of “mean-spirited” (in the current
cant synonym for conservative), destructive shad-
ow-bosing with an enemy that existed only in the
feverigh, booze-soaked minds of the senator rom
Wisconsin and his craven toadies.
Powerss book and John E. Haynes's Red
Scare or Red Menace? are attempis 10 revise that
ncgative image and give the American antcom:
munist movement the eredit it deserves for staying
the course in the fight to defeal communism.
These books are recovery acts, siressing the
hroad-based anticommunist tradition in America.
Indeed, rather than scecing anticommunism 88 8
variant of European fascism (as most lell-wingers
do}, Powers, a professor of history al the City
University of Mew York, and Haynes, a manu-
script librarian at the Library of Congress, see
anticommunism as fully in the American grain.
Both suthors highlight the breadth and
depth of American apticommunism, a loose
“movement” that included such mainstream
groups a5 the Roman Catholic Church, Jewish
organizations, Protestant fratermal orders, the
Mational Association for the Advancement of

Colored People, the American Federation of

Labor, the International Ladies Ciarment
Workers Union, and the Mational Association
of Manufacturers and such diverse individuals
4% William E Buckley Ir., Sidney Hook, black
activist George 5. Schuyler, Lane Kirkland,

Morman Padhoretz, Arthur Schlesinger, John
F. Kennedy, Ronald Reagan.

“Communist ideclogy. was always
incompatible with the values held by most
Americans,” writes Haynes, who also notes
that the American Communist Party was
never particularly successful al open
recruitment. * American have always held a

variety-of political views, bul most support
p-ri'l.'atvt: property, take immmense Fl'j-dl'! n
“their individualism, gnd glory in political
democracy. Soviel communism, in con-
frast, abolished private property, imatitut-
ed the collective, not the individual, as the
basis of society, and establishing a one-
party dictatorship that ruthlessly sup-
pressed dissent. Most Americans are also
religious and place considerable importance on
their freedom to worship God as  they
please... [The| Soviet state promoted atheism,
suppressed Christian worship, and murdered
thousands of priests and religious adberents.™

Haynes, whose book focuses on the peri-
od between the Red Scare of the early 1920
through the end of the *50s, is particalarly strong
on reminding readers of the precise natare of the
communist threat, both here and abroad. For him,
historical context s key o understanding why
pecple reacted to communisim the way they i,
Calling Soviet communism a “catastrophe of
epochal proportions,” he quotes a “typical order™
of Lenin: 1) You need to hang (without fail so
the public sees at least 100 motorious kulaks
[property-owning farmers], the rich and the
bloodsuckers. Z) Publish their names, 3) Take
away all their grain. 4) Execute the hostages—in
sccordance with yesterday's telegram...Yours,
Lenin."”

Red Scare or Red Menace? chillingly
recounts the price paid in human blood for Stalin's
agriculiural collectivization and urban lerror pro-
grams in the ‘20s and “30s: between three and
seven million killed; between five and 10 million
deported to the Gulag (where between one-tenth
and one-gquarter died from malnotsition, over-
work, or exposure). In a characteristic turn,
Haynes notes, “In 1934, while Stalin®s collectiviza-
tion propram was killing Russian peasants by the
millions, a much-praised American Communist
poet, Tillie Olsen, described the Soviet Union as a
*heaven.brooght to carth in Russia.™

Although the CPUSA never became huge
in terms of sheer numbers, Haynes, who had
access to recently declassified Soviet documents,
detafls the extent to which it was directed by the
Soviet Communist International (Comintern},
created an underground organization 1o enforce
party discipline and cogage in espiomage, and
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managed to Infiltrate government offices, labor
unions, and a varicty of political movements, He
revisits all the major communist dramas of the
208, 'Ms, '40s, and ‘50s, including the Popular
Front, the Hiss-Chambers affair, the Rosenbergs,
the Amerasia case, and Elizabeth Bentley’s con-
troversial accusations of communist infiltration of
the government (accusations which werz subse-
quently corroborated by the governments own
“Venona" documents, released in 1995, as well as
declassified Soviet sources).

Not Without Honor hiss a longer time line
{and slightly more academic posturc) than Red
Scare or Red Menace? Powers, like Haynes, begins
with the Red Scare, but his book extends through
the end of communism in the late *80s. The 'ols
and ‘705 were dark days for anticommunism—the
Vietnam War, Wailergate, and exposes of the CLAS
and FBI's casual disregard for civil liberties having
eroded faith in the V.5, government, and the
opening of China and detepte with the Sowiels
implicitly having granted totalitarianism equal
moral status with democTacy.

"Too scattered (o be called a movement
any longer," writes Powers, "Amercan anticom-
munists during the Nixon, Ford, and Carter
administrations continued to insist thal the Soviet
Union was still a threat to freedom, while many
Americans, especially opinion leaders and policy
makers, hoped that America's long national night-
mare was finally over, not only the nightmare of
Watergate and Vietnam, but the cold war as well.”
In the final chapters, Ronaid Reagan emerges as
one of the major heroes, if not the major hero, of
American anficommunisi, and Powerss freat-
ment of Reagan as a lifelong and principled anti-
coimmunist is both interesting and convincing.

Despite the somewhat tentative nature of
their book titles, both Powers and Haynes oom-
pellingly argue that American anticommunism
wiss a necessary and honorable reaction to world
events. By the same token, both muthors are quick
ta point out the thetorical excessés and moral ail-
ures of anticommunists, particularly people such
as the dimwitted Rep. Hamilton Fish of New York
(focled repeatedly by fosged communisi docu-
menis), Rep. John Rankin of Mississippl (one-
time head of the House Un-American Activitics
Committes and o racist and an anti-semite), and
Elizabeth Dilling (a University of Chicago alumna
and author of the crackpol opus, The Red
MNenvork).

Powers and Haynes share a particular
contempd for Sen. Joseph MeCarthy Talgunner
Jou's first popular anticommunist speech, deliv-
ered at a 1950 Lincoln Day dinner inp Wheeling,
West Virginia, was, writes Powers, "the greatest
disaster in the disastrous history of American
anticommunism.” Haynes notes, “McCarthy's
legacy was largely negative and nasty.” The real
legacy of the senator from Wisconsin, the authors
agree, was that even as he used smear (actics
against opponents, he allowed all anticommunists
to be smeared as reckless, repressive fascists.

As communism retreals further into his-
tory, one only hopes that rigorous, even-handed
{il ideclogically pointed) assessments of the anti-
communist movement such as Nof Without Honor
and Red Scars or Red Menace? carry the day. This
will be no easy task, especially since the popular
image of anticommunism as unadulterated evil
has been burned into the American psyche by an
unending stream of books, novels, and mpvies,

But, as Powers writes, “To superimposs
on [anticommunism] the cartoon features of Joe
MeCarthy is to reject history for the easy comforts
of moralism.. The history of anticommiinism is not
the same as the story of anlicommunist extremism,
any more than the history of malpractice is the his-
tory of medicine... Amicommunism expressed the
essential American determination to stand against
attacks on human freedom and foster the growth
of democracy throughout the world... Americans
need to know the history of American anticom-
munism if they are (o understand the great < p
role they have played in ridding the world ﬁg
of the most murderous of the twentieth- 1
centuty totalitarianisms,”

Nick Gillespte & an editor ot Reason Magazine.
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School Board Tough On Crime

rincipal Herbert Paxman and
other school administrators at JHS
772 in the Bronx have won praise
from the mayor's office for responding
with alacrity to thesituation that gave
rise to vesterdays murder of an eighth
grader by a classmate over a pair of sun-

glasses.

Effective immediate-
ly, sunglasses will bz hanned
al JHS 772, with a sysiem-
wide ban expected 1o be
announced early next week
by the Board of Education.

Witnesses o yester-
days crime report that the
victim, Jesus Menendez, was
accosted in the hallway by the
perpetrator, Anpel Melendaz,
and ordered to surrender a
par of wrap-around sunglass-
25 that he was weanng abave
his eyebrows according to
curreni fashion in the Bronx.
When Mependez réefozed,
Melendez  repeated hiz
demand, Menendez turned io
walk  away, whereupon
Melendez pulled an ax out of
his schoolbag, He followed
Menendez for a few paces
and then tapped him on the
shoulder, Spinning around,
Menendez drew a hammer
out of his pockat. Seeing that
Menendez was nol going to
give up his sunglasses without
a fight, Melendez brought the ax down full foree
on Menendez head. Before he fled the scene,
Metendez was heard to mutter in disgust that the
sunglasses were ruined,

Police are still trying to determine the
methods used 10 smuopgle the ax and hammer
pasi the metal detector,

While fights over articles of clothing are
nothing new in the city's schools, this is the fiest
time adminisirators have reacted by Banning the
offending items.

Educators have long f2lt that, especially

By Judith Schumann Weizner

within the city's poorer neighborhoods, flamboy-
ant clothing fashions help preserve identity and
holster scif-esteem. Several years ago when
eight-batl jackets were the rage in the citys
schools, there were more than sixty instances of
killings, maimings, or lesser assaults on wearers
of such jackets.

While the Board of Edecation was
debating possible non-punitive solutions o the

Angel Melendez

problem, a theft took place in which one youth
who had stolen a jacket was immediately
relieved of his ooty by the friend who had been
standing watch. To forestall any similar occur-
rences, (he board voied to instifule classes in
which students were instructed in the meaning of
Irtendship.

These classcs were desmed a success by
schanl administrators, who noted that the fol-
lowing semester, when there was an outhbreak of
sneaker thefts, none were friend-on-friend.
Furthermore, there were only iwo fatalities m
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strugples over sneakers, although local emer-
gency-room doctors did report an increass in the
number of teenagers sceking treatment for man-
ged fzet.

School officials sald today that they pat-
terned their response to the presend sunglass cri-
sis after the city’s successlul drive to improve
=afety in the subways, The subway safety pro-
gram hegan several years ago with advertise-
ments rging women 10 wear
their gold jewelry under their
clothing or not to wear it at
all. At the same time, safc
after-hours  wailing areas
were established in most sta-
tions. These areas, delineated
by vellow markers on the ceil
ing. could easily be moni-
tored on closed-circuit felevi-
siom, When these meatures
mat with some success, fiur-
ther medsurcs were cnactedd,
incloding a4 ban on gold
chains, fur coats, leather
2 briefcases, and wristwalches
' in the subways, When first
implemented, the restrictions
were ridiculed hy the trangit
‘police, who threatened to
strike becanse they feared
being perceived as dress-code
monitors. Subssguently, when
the number of thells declined
dramatically and the system
began to prove itself, the
pl::l.'u:r_ became more efthiusi-
astic. If the figures remaip ai
present levels for the next six
months, the mayor will con-
sider extending the restrictions to the streets.

Several years ago, 8D emergency city-
wide ban on cars costing more than 30,000
caused the number of thefts of Mercedes and
BMW automobiles to drop to virtsally zero
within ity lmits.

In a speech praising Principal Paxman
for his decisiveness this affernoon, the mayor
also announced that his office 15 seeking 1o hire
a public-relations firm to dispel the per- ., .,
ception that crime is out of control in the g
city. = ™
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